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Bnuﬂ'l A.I'hﬂl Pﬂﬂ' Klrlun t.nllrs evasive
the catch during yesterday's World Cup match in Auckland.

"AUCKLAND, Fcb
29: New Zealand,
fired by an
explosive 68 [rom
opener Mark
Greatbatch, trou-
nced South Alrica by. seven
wickets i(n their World Cup
cricket match on Saturday,
Reuter.

The New Zealanders have
now won their frst three
matches in the tournamenl
and head the standings two
points clear ol England, whe
face Pakistan in Adclaide on

Brilliant New Zcaland ficld-
ing and tight bowling on a slow
pitch contained South Alrica
to 190 for scven in their 50
overs and the co-hosts swept
home at 191 for three in 34.3
OVErs.

New Zealand were spurred
to success by the emotion-
charged Eden Park crowd
chanting "Kiwis, Kiwis, Kiwis"
in rugby-style.

New Zealand, originally long
shots to win the Cup, may have
bookmakers scrambling to
shorten their odds.

Greatbatch, a makeshift
opener only playing because of
an infjury to John Wright,
smashed the haplcss South
African bowlers Lo all parts of
the ground, including one
huge hit on 1o the roof of the
tall n-nrlh stand.

South Africa's vaunicd pace
attack, which led them 1o a
win over Cup  holders Australia
on Wed ay, was shown no
respccl al all with both Brian
McMillan, Richard Sncll
clubbed by Greatbatch for
sixes. .

Opcning pair raced Lo 50 in
the 11th over and then took
just 27 further balls to bring
up the 100, in the 16th over.

In that over bowled by
Adrian Kuiper, Greaibatch
slugged three fours plus his
grandstand six.

It was fimpossible [for
Greatbalch 1o last at that pace
and in the 18th over, with the
lolal on |14, he was bowled by
the gentle off-spin of Pcter
Kirsicn, the scventh South
African bowlcr to be used.

Grealbatch hit threc sixcs
and nine fours in his marvel-

lous 60- ball inninlﬁs the gamc
by

being virtually the time
he departed.
South Alrican captain

Kepler Wesscls said afler the
malch that he had expected a
tough game.

"The New Zcalandcrs
played well under the condi-
tlons.”

Man-of-the-match
Greatbatlch said ;™ e was just
hitting the ball very, very well
on both sides of the wicket.”

Greatbalch's partner Rod
Latham in the leam as the
dashing opcner, brought up his
50 off just 57 balls and includ-
ing six boundarics.

When he was finally out for
60, wickctkceeper lan Smith
came in 1o hit a lightning 19
including fours ofl his first
three balls, while the depend-
able Andrew Jones was not oul
on 34 al the end.

The South African bowlers
will want to forget this game,

McMillan's first three overs
cost 21 and he was replaced
by Snell, who went for 24 from
his first three and finished

with onc for 56 off scven
OVOTS. -
Like their batsmen, they

faflcd to come to terms with
the lﬂwcr, slower bounce of

e

the pitch.

South Africa won the toss
and decided to bat but little
clse wenl right afier that.

The innings was held to-
gether by the prolific-scoring
Kirsten with an oulstanding
90,

New Zealand captain

l LE T
h\‘&b o
1
b
s i k Ny
o a '] 1 E
" L}
.

GREATBATCH
the-match

man-of-

Martin Crowe again uscd his
tactic of opening the bowling
with off-spinner Dipak Patel
and Lthe move paid ofl hand-
somcly.
Crowe

also led from the

PETER KIRSTEN :-90

front in a brilllant ficlding
display.
In his third over Patel

bowled a frustrated Andrew
Hudson for one, going for a
big hit, and the Kenyan-born
slow bowler conceded just 13
in his first spell of seven overs.

Almost immediately, Willie
Walson had Wessels caught
brilliantly by Smith and from
two for 10 the innings ncver
really recovered,

llansie Cronje was caught
for 22 ofl Chris Harris' first
ball and wickctkeeper Dave
Richardson was promoted lo
give some stability to the in-
nings. lle and Kirsten put on
79 in 76 balls before South
Africa suffered further set-
backs.

Richardson mistimed a pull
ofl Chris Cairns to be out for
28 and then two balls later
Adrian Kuiper was run out in
unfortunate circumstances.

lle goL a top edge to a rising
ball and was caught by Smith
lT.nl failed to hcar the square

umpire's £
wﬁx m?t nulcha}yt c"ﬂu?ﬂinﬂ
New Zcalandcrs,

The luck awent the other
way moments later when
Kirsten was caught in the
deep ofl a no-ball when on 84,

Kirsten finally went in a
replay of the no-ball catch
with Cairns taking him in the

ofl Watson.
compact little right-
hander played fluently on the
ofl-side, hilting 10 fours in his
129-ball innings which
equnlhd South Alrica’s top one
score, madc by Wesscls

action as New Zeahlnd s D'r k Patel tries to mnko
—AFP photo

Great match for Greatbatch as
Kiwis march on at S Africa's cost

against India latc last ycar

New Zealand's atlack npuin
bowlcd tightly, nonc more so
than medium-pacer Gavin
larsen, who had figurcs of
none for 29 from his 10 overs,
and Walson with two for 30
from his 10.

Crowe said it was a greal
victory for New Zecaland  be-
cause they did everything they
sct out to, but he was sur-
prised al the ease of the vic-
tory.
"Obviously to win a gamc
with 15 overs to sparc s a bit
ol a stroll but we still had to
work hard and apply our-

sclves.”

He said New Zcaland were
still not ceriaintics jo make a
scmifinal berth even  though
they necded to win just two of
their last five matches, which
include minnows Zimbabwe.

“The closcr you gct to a goal
sometimes the harder it is.
Zimbabwe (their ncxt oppo-
nent) has nothing to losc and
they would be looking to play
some unconscious crickel.”

An impassive Wesscls said:
“It's a tough compclition and
we got dceistvely bealen. We
were  never really  into the
game.”

Grealbatch played down his
role. "1 was just looking to get
the lads away to a good start.”

lle said he was happy to

- play as an opener but would bat

in any position as long as hc
was in the tcam.

Scorcboard in the World
Cup cricket match between
New Zealand and South Africa
at Eden Park on Saturday:

SOUTH AFRICA
Wessels ¢ Smith b Watson
Iudson b Patel
Kirsten ¢ Cairns 3 Waltson
Cronje ¢ Smith b liarris
Richardson ¢ Larsen
b Cairns
Kuiper run out
Rhodes ¢ Crowe b Caims
McMillan not out
Snell not oult
Extras [Ib-8, nb-1)
Total :[seven
wickels-50 overs)
Fall of wickels:
3-29, 4-108, 5-111,
162. |
Dd not bal T Bosch, A
Donald.

s )
DO e E e

190
1-8. 2-10,
6-121, 7-

Bowling: O M It w
Watson 10 2 30 z
Patel 10 ] 28 |
Larsen 10 2 29 0
Harris oy 2 33 1
Latham 2 0 19 0
Cairns 8 0 43 2
NEW ZEALAND
Grealbatch b Kirslen 68
Latham ¢ Wesscls
b Snell B0
Jones nol oul 34
Smith ¢ Kirsten b Donald 19
Crowe nol out 3
Extras :(Ib-1, w-5, nb-1) 7
Total :[ three
wickels-34.3 overs) 191
‘all of wickcts: 1-114, 2-
155, 3-179.
Did not bat: K Rutherford,

C Harrs, D Palcl, C Caims, G
Larsen, W Waltson,

‘

. O M R W
Donald 10 O 38 1
MceMillan 5 1 23 ()]
Sncll 7 0 56 |
Bosch 23 0 19 0
Cronjc 2 O 14 O
Kuiper 1 0O 18 0O
Kirsten 7 1 22 1

Result: New Zealand won

by scven wickets.
Man-of-the-matech: Mark
Greatbatch.

Police top Japan Cup judo

The male judokas from
Bangladesh Police beat off the
challenge from the Bangladesh

Ansars women to top the
medals table in the 10th Ja
Cup udo championships tmn

uded yesterday - at the
Hltlﬂnll {'.‘.nm:hlng Centre
gymnashum.

- The national champion po-
Mee judokas, who had L‘*ﬂl
lected three ‘ﬂldl on the
opening day Friday, bbed
another four goids a silver
to emerge champions in the
two-day meet which was

Sports Reporter

Jointly organized by the
Bangladesh Judo and Karale
Federation (BJKF) and the
Japanese embassy in Dhaka.

Of the en teams Lhat ook
part in the compclition,
Bangladcesh Ansars, thanks to
mainly their female judokas
who claimed all three golds at
slake, on Friday, finished run-
ners-up with a total of four

olds, fve silvers ,and (wo
ronzcs.

Janala Bank finished a poor
third with a solitary geld.

Secrelary ol the BJKF

‘Janatla Bank

" Jhalakati

Mohammad Sirajuddin, who is
also a member of the Planning
Commission, gave away modals
among the winners yesicrday.
Medals table

B Police
I3 Ansars

vDP
Bakergani

c
Mymcnsingh
BTMC
Mukltijoddha
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L.ankans not to
rush Labrooy

MACKAY, Australia, Fch 20 :
Sri Lanka will not thrust re-
placement paceman Oraeme
Labrooy into their World
cricket maich againsl Sou
Africa in Wellinglon on
despite being short of front
line fast-medium bowlers, re-
ports Reuter,

Sri Lankan Leam ma
Ranjit Fernando said
although Labrooy was due to
arrive In Brisbane [rom
Colombo on Salurday to re-
place injured [ast bowler
Rumesh Ratnyake, he would
remain there to practice.

"He ([Labrooy) will not join

us in Welli " he said.

"He will be too tired for a
further trip. He'll stay iIn
Brisbanc and practisc.”

Fernando said Labrooy, 27,
would link up with the leam in
Adclaide on Tucsday, ahcad of
the match against Australia in
thal city on Saturday weck,

Ratnayake injurced his right
shoulder in a practice match
carlicr this month and is duc
to return to Sri Lanka loday.

Labrooy last played first
class crickct in January when
he was called on to replace
Ratnayake, then also out with a
shoulder injury, during Sri
Lanka's tour of Makistan.

Fernando said Labrooy was
not sclected for the original
l14-man touring party for the
World Cup because he was not
considered good cnough.

Labrooy has taken 42 wick-
ets at an averagc of 40.50 in
his 41 limited-over interna-
tionals.

The injury to Ratnayakc
leaves Sri Lanka with just
three medium-fast or fast-
medium bowlers, Champaka
Ramanayake, Pramodaya
Wickremasinghe and Kapila

Elfsumwardcnc.
Majumder snooker

semis today
Sports Reporter

Nattonal champion Res-
hadul Amcen Bappa: of Dhaka
Club meets club mate N AT
Roul whilc A B Chowdhury of
Engineers’ Club takcs on
another Dhaka Club player J F
D’ Cosla in the two semifinals
of the inaugural F |1 Majumdecr
memorial snooker champi-
onship at the Narayanganj
Club today.

The best-ol-cleven frames
contcsts start at three this al-
ternoon.

It was a sad day for hosls
Narayanganj Club ycsterday
with all three of their players
who had madc it to the round
of cight bowling out to Lheir
opponcnts in the quarter-fi-
nals,

Yet two of the Narayangan
Club playcrs, G C Shaha a
Anwar l[lossain, wenl down
fighting bravcly in the best-of-
nine [rames contests, taking
three frames each ofl their re-
spective opponentis. While G C

Saha lost 3-5 to N A T Roul,
Anwar |lossain lost by a similar
margin toJ F [) Cnsm giving
the [Yhaka Chub player a run for
his mo

But Reshadul Ameen had
little trouble outplaying the
olther Narayangan| playcr
Ycakub Sattar 5-2.

A B Chowdhury, who had
failed 1o win his group in the
preliminary robin leaguc, dis-
patched national snooker fed-

eration scerclary Syed
Mahboob, playing in this
scven-team invitational lour-

nament for Dhaka Club, casily
enough by a score of [ive
frames o one.

The final, to be played over
13 frames in two scssions, s
scheduled for Tuesday, March
3

Industries
Shamsul Islam Khan will give
away Lhe trophics on the con-
cluding day as chicl gucst,

Karate display
today -
Sports Reporter

A lour-member karate dele-
gation from Japan arrived in

the city yesterday.
Hasanuzzaman Mond,
General Sccretary of the

Bangladesh Judo and Karate
Federation, received the
guesis al the Zia International
Airport.

In connection with the visit
of the dclcgation, sponsorcd by
the Japanese embassy in
Dhaka, an exhibition match
and coaching camp will be
held at the Abahani Club
ground indoor gymnasium,
Dhanmondi Cricket Stadium,

In-rnrmatlun Minisler
Burrlllcr Huq;.'lnul Huda will at-
tcnd as the chief guest.

Minister

Sport
' Windies too good for the minnows

HBRRISBANE, Feb
29 : West Indics
recorded  thelr
scecond win of the
nine-nation Wor-
ld Cup, rou-ting
minnows Zimbabwe 75 runs
at the Gabba here Saturday,
reporis AFT.

Sent in Lo bal by Zimbabwe
sk David Houghton, West

ies piled up 264 for cight
in 50 overs, getting uscful bat-
ting practice for the tougher

i :

against a West indian

side without fast bowler C
Ambrose, who was re
Zimbabwe could enly ma
189 for seven in , with
Shah making an unbcaten 60
and Houghton contributing 56.

The main danger for the

West Indics came not [rom the

opponenis but the uncertain
wealher which threalened o
interrupt the match.

Light rain stopped the game
for five minutcs midway
through the West Indian in-
nings and came again as the
Ll-lj'ﬂ"l were walking ofl the

id for lunch.

Luckily for the West
Indians, the rain kept away
when Zimbabwe batied in the
afllernoon, even though the
skics remained overcast
through the day.

The casy victory took the
West Indies to four points from
three matches. They had pre-
viously beaten Pakistan in their
first match, but lost to England
in their sccond.

For Zimbabwe, the only
non-Test playing nation in the
World Cup, 1t was their third
straight loss of the tourna-
ment,

Brian Lara lop-scored with
72 and skipper Richie
Richardson and Carl Hooper
also hit hall-centu

Kapil won'topen| A race a

against Aussies

BRISBANE, Fcb 29
Champion Indian all-rounder
Kapil Dev will return to the
middle order for Sunday s

World Cup crickel match
against Australla at the
Brisbanc Cricket Ground, re-
ports Al

Dev was promoled o open
for India’'s rain-marred match
against Sri Lanka on Friday,
when only two balls were
played.

That was an almrklnn move
swung (o help India’s run rate
against the inconsisicnt Srl
Lankans, but the Indian man-
agement won't risk Dev there
against the tourmament co-
hosts.

India is sct to rcinstate
opener Ravi Shastri te the side
for the match but have indi-
cated that Vinod Kambl or
Praveen Amre might begin the
innings with Krish Srikkanth.

Australia has lost ils two
matches so far in the nine-na-
tion roundrobin competition
and have injury problems.

Wicketkecper lan licaly un-
derwent his first physical scs-
sion Saturday since straining
his hamsiring in Wednesday's
loss (o South Africa.

Healy limped noticcably
when he arrived late for Lrain-
ing Saturday aller a scssion
with tecam physiothcrapist
Errol Alcolt, but coach Bob
Simpson rcmains oplimistic.

“lle's probably heightenced
his prospects now bul we
won'l make any rash decisions
on it today,” said Simpson. “[But
lan may pull up worsc tomor-
row becausc Lhis is the first
rcal physical work he has done
since the infury.”

The Australians lost their
opening Cup malches to New
Zcaland and South Africa, and
aller slarting [avorites arc now
on the boltom of the table.

They dominated India
throughout this scason, win-

ning a lest scrics 4-0 and Lthe

World Series finals 2-0.

Bima beat Ajax
Sports Reporter

Sadharan Bima Krira
Sangstha beat Ajax Sports Club
by 18 runs in the Milnars First
Division rclegation league at
the Mirpur Pallabi ground ycs-
terday.

Sunrise reach

Pioneer final

Sports Reporter

Sunrise Sporting Club
moved into the final of the
Janata Bank Pioneer footlball
league beating Nawab Katra
Juba Sangha by three goals to
nil in the first semifinal held
:I;,' the Oultcr Stadium yester-

They will mect the winners
of the sccond scmifinal
scheduled for today between
Govl Printing 'ress S & RC
and Eskaton Sabuj Sangha (jrs)
in the final next week.

Matiur Rahman pul Sunrise
ahead in the 23rd minute
while Shamim doubled the

margin soon allerwards.
ahnewaz completed the

tally for the winncers in the
50th minute.

Sunrise skippcer Sujan in-
vited the jrt.lllz:rw card for
rough play from R Alam, the
releree.

The two [inalists of the
Pioneer loolball will carn pro-
motien to ncxt year's Third

| Division leaguc.

e ————— e —

West Indians lrlth I.h-t
incffective Zimba

Lara, later nlmﬂl man - of
the-maich, contributed 52 of
the 78-run opening stand with
Phil Simmons in 18 overs,
siriking 12 boundarics in a
whirlwind innings.

Stimmons, playing his first

match in the tournamcnt aficr
veleran Desmond [laynes

opted Lo rest & minor back In-
fury., was bowlcd for 21 by
scamcr Edde DBrandcs, who
wenl on o claim Lhree for 45,
Richardson and llooper
slammed 117 in 127 balls in a
roaring Lhird wicket siand be-
fore [alling in sucorssive overs,
Richardson hit two [fours
and as many sixcs in a breezy
56 bcfore lofling lefl-armer
Malcolm Jarvis 1o DBrandes al
long-ofl in the 44th over,

llooper had -fallen in the
previous over, holing oul In the
decp against 44-ycar-old spin:
ner John Tralcos, aller making

63 ofl 67 balls studded with-

five fours and a six.

The Wesl Indians woent for
further runs in the slog overs,
with Keith Arthurton striking
26 before Winston [Benjamin
was bowled off the linal deliv-
cry.

In thetr innings, Zimbabwe
slumped Lo 64 for four by the
25th over with Winslon
Benjamin claiming two wickels
and Patrick Maticrson and Carl
| looper once each.

To add lo their problems,
opener Kevin Arnotl  was
forced to retire hurt for 16
alter being hit on the fingers
by a quicker dclivery (rom
Andcrson Cummins.

But lloughton and Shah
savod Zimbabwe [rom cmbar-
rassment with a defiant siand
of 88 for the Nifth wicket,

lloughton, who slammed a

DHAKA SUNDAY MARCH 1,

century againsi New Zealand in
the 1987 World Cup. hit three
boundarics  before lofting
llooper o Patlcrson at long-
off.

Aller his capiain's depar-
ture In the 39th ower, lefi-
handed Shah kept the innings
going wilthout support from
the other end.

min, who was omiticd
for the reeent Weorld Scries
onc-day competlitfon in

LARA ... man-of-the match

Ausiralia, jusiificd his return
with three for 27. looper tnok
two for 47.

Wesl Indics take on South
Alfrica In their next match in
Chrisichurch on Thursday.
Zimbabwe face pool leaders
New Zealand in Napicr on

Tucsaday
SCOREBOARD

Scorchoard In the World
Cup cricket malrh between
Wesl Indics and Zimbabwe on
Saturday :
WEST INDIES
Simmons b Brandes 21
Lara © | loughton b Shah 72
Richardson ¢ DBrandes b
Jarvis 56
looper ¢ Pyeroft b
Tralcos 63

Shah

1992

Arthurion b Ducrs
Logk run out
Marshall ¢ Houghton b
[ driends
Wilkams not out
[engarmin b Drandes
Fxtras - fb-1, 1b-8,

~zn ol

10

264
Fall of wickets : 1-78, 2-
103, 3-220, 4-221. 5-239. 8-
254, 7-255, B-264,
Md mot bat : A Cummins, P
Pt teTrson.

Bowfing :
[¥randcs
Jarvis
Ducrs

O M R W
10 |1 45 3
10 71 1
10 52 1
10 39 1
10 50 1

ONDO -

Tratcos

ZIMBABWE

Arnoil ret Har 1

Flower b Patierson

Pyeroft ¢ Willams b

Herjamin ]

loughton ¢ Mattcrson

b llooper

Waller ¢ Stmmons b

Bengamin

Campbell ¢ tchardson

b |leoper

Shah not out

Brandes ¢ and b Benjamin

Trak-os run oul

Jarvis not oul

Extras { 1b-9, w-5. nb-8)

Total : (scven

wickcis-50 overs) | B9
Fall of wickels : 1-121, 2-

43, 3-48, 4-63, 5-132. 6-161,

o & 3 o3

Sonal._

7-181).

IMd not bat : K Ducrs
Bowling : o M R w
Paticrson 10 0o 25 |
Ma rshall L+ ] 0o 23 4]
Henjamin 10 - S ¢ 3
Cummins 10 0 3D 0
| looper 10 0 47 2
Arthurton 4 0O 28 0

Result ; West Indies won by
75 runs.

Man-of-the-match : PBrian

ADELAIDE, Feb
29 Pakistan's
inspirational cap-
tain Imran Khan
"f is facing a racc

against lime Lo be
fit for thc World Cup cricket
clash with new favouritcs
England hecre on Sunday,
reporls Reuler.

Pakistan's chanccs of halt-
ing England's winning slart are
likely Lo rest on a fitness tost
on the strained right shoulder
of Imran on the moming of
the match.

Imran, one of the only two
players to fecature in all five
World Cups, has yet 1o face or
deliver a ball in this onc. llc
misscd thcir opcning 10

wicket defcatl to the West
Indics and just ficided in the

casy viclory over Zimbabwye on
Thursday allcr ageravating his

oS

shoulder problem in the
WArm-up.

Tcam manager Intikhah
Alam told Rculers from the
tcam's Adclaide hotel : "We
have 48 hours yct. We will

leave it until the morning of
the malch to sce il he can

play.”

Imran himsclf said hc was

gainst time

"nol confdent™ or bowling
against England and was
unccrtain il he would play.
With spcarhead Wagqgar
Younis already ruled out of the
lournamenl wtlh a back Injury,

Pakistan need lmran o
support mi v Akram If they

arc to have any chanee .1m|innl
resurgent England.
Ihwlr‘lﬂ cased past India,

then cruised past West Indics,

so [ar England are in buoyant
mood.

Their normally Leonte cap-
tatn Graham Gooch delivered

whal was - by his low-key

fzr Imran

standards - a ringing doclam-
tion of confidence when he
sald’ :"We were really pleased
hg‘ our performance (against

West Indics). I we keep
E( laying the way we arc, we will

a malch for anyonc.”

With enly lkefi-arm spinner
I’hil Tu[mlryu to I'Irr: fully,
England, who have now won
cight on Lhe Lrot, are loath o
change a winning leam. They
do have somce sclection op-
tfons. however, Richard
lIingworth could come in for
Tulncll, Gladsione Small could
be given an outing and so rest
one of Lheir scamers and there
must be a templation to
squecze in Allan Lamb if he
passcs a [itness test on his
hamstring. .

But, with under-presssure
Greame lick making 54
against West Indies there is lit-
tle nced to rush Lamb back
and risk aggravating the injury.

The two teams, who meet
in a full Test series in
later this year, have not played
cach other for four ycars so
thcre may well be [aces unfa-
miliar to both sides. Of their
29 onc-day games, Pakistan
have won just 10.

BIISBANE, Fcb
29: It 1s, In cap-
tain Allan Bord-
cr's own words,

“crunch time” for

'h"ﬂ"* Australiain  the

cricket World Cup, rcports
Rculcer.

Alter stunning defcats In
their first two matches to New
Zealand and South Africa, the
Cup holders now face a
difficult task in even qualifying
for the scmilinal stages.

Border docs not undcresti-
mate the problem. "The sidce
is a bit flat at the moment. We
nced a spark from somc-
where,” he said on Friday afler
the squad had undcrgone a
lengthy workout in the nets at
Brisbanc's cricket Ground, the
Gabba,

“You can't expect Lo be on a
high all the time. We've just hlt
a bit of a trough.”

Auslralia still have to mml
four dangcrous opponcnis —
England, West Indics, India
and Pakistan.

can alford onc more
dclfcat and still qualily for the
later stages. Any more than
that and the slim chance they
still had would depend on
their run rate.

Overwhelming favourites at
the start of the tournament,
with all but one of their
matches on home ground, the
Australians are now full of sclf-
doubt

Since winning the World
Cup in Calculla four yc .
Australia have I:u:mnim mﬁg:-
tomed to success.

The two defcats both by
wide margins, have jolted their
confidence,

"We've got to pull our fin-
gers oul now,” I-I'ld Bordcr.
"I's now or never.”

Their opponcnts on Sunday,
India, will also be anxious for a
win afller going down to
England in their opening fix-
ture and gaining only a single
point from lhr.'lr raincd-ruined
malch against Sri Lanka on
Friday in Mackay where they
must have fclt rnrnl'ldrnl ol tak-
ing the winning two points

Before the Cup begnn.
Australia would have felt confi-

| dent of dispatching India with

little trouble.

They beat them 4-0 in the
rccenlt Test series here and
lost only once to them in the

subsequcnt World Scrics lour-
namcnl while winning five

tmes themsclves, including
ice in the finals.

But although they enuld net
quitc convert L inlo viclories,
Im:h.u ahnw'::d dislinel signs of

ALLAN BORDER
improvement in the latler
games.

And In onc player, all-

rounder Kapil Dev, India have a
polential match-winner.,

Kapil figurcs in both the top
10 wickel-takers and run
scorers in the history of the
tournament, holds the sccond
highest individual score with
175 not oul against Zimbabwe
and, more tcllingly, took five
for 43 against Australia in the
1983 Cup In England.

India arc also one of only
three teams to have won Lhe
trophy, causing the biggest
upsctl in the history of the one-
day gamc when they beal
overwhelming lavourites West
Indics in the 1983 final.

Both tcams have their injury
problcms ahcad of Sunday’'s
clash.

Indian opener and left-arm
spinncr Ravi Shastri injured
his left knee while playing in
the opening match and  was
not included In  Friday's
aborted ganme against Sri Lanka
where only two balls were
bowled helore rain prevented
any more play.

Hunﬂgv Abbas Al Baig said
he was hopeful Shastri would
be Mt for Sunday although

It's 'crunch time' for Aussies

there was still swelling on his
knee:

Kapil opcned the balling
agiinst Sri Lanka but 1t is un-
likely he will do so against the
penctraling pace bowling al-
tack ol Australia.

Ausiralia look likely to be
without wickectkeeper lan
[lcaly, who partially tore a
hamstring batling against
South Alrica.

Border said llcaly was re-
covering well and could be in
Sunday’'s linc-up. But in his
abscnee opener David Boon
would probably lake over the
role as he did against South
Alrica.

"We won'l risk Hr:aJ]r il
there is a chance of him injur-
ing himscll further,” Border
said.

That could lcad to a change
in the balling order.

“IU's lough Lo ask somconc
to open when their hands are

siill sorc afler kceeping wicket
and we may use Tom Moody or

Mark Waugh in his place,”
Border said.

Thal would nccessitale a
change in the middlc order,
the arca. Border 18 most un-
happy with.

"The middle order 1s where
we have to get it together.,
Whenever we have seemed to
be getting a partnership going
a wicket falls, sometimes (wo,”
he said,

There is also speculation
Australia will bring in crowd
favourite Mcerv llughes, the
mustlachioed extrovert, In
place of lefi-arm scamer Mike
Whitney, who conceded 26
runs in six overs against South
Africa.

Defeat for cither side on
Sunday would leave an enor-
mous amount to do In the re-
maining round-robin slage of
the tournament in order to

for Lhe scmifliga
N an CI'IC ct

Hhilm Gowvt Iligh Sthnnl
and Armanitola Iligh School
won Lheir respective matches
of the Dhaka zonal champi-
onship of the ninth Nirman
schools cricket competition at
the Dhanmondi Club ground

yesterday,



