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March of history

The March of 1971 saw the Bengali nation be-
gin its inexorable march towards independence.
The roots of this march lay in a thousand year
history of separate growth, in a political ex-
periment whose basic premise was belrayed at
the very outset. in the personalily ol a leader to
whom the cultural and liinguistic identity ol the
majority of the people of Pakistan was less impor-
tant than his personal beliel. It lay in the mindset
of a bureaucratic political elile whose main
concern was Lo perpetuate ils slay In power, In
the over-ambition ol a military leadership whose
love of military aggrandisement sucked the very
vitals of the state called Pakistan. Finally il lay in
the unbroken history ol exploilalion, oppression
and betrayal of the righis of the Bengali people by
the leaders of the then West Pakistan.

Denied o geruine legisiative ion, deprived
of a fair share of the econamic benelits, much ol
which was realised at our cost anyway, and gradu-
ally drained of whatever natural wealth we posse-
ssed. the Bengali nation was confronlted with
another act ol betrayal. when on 1st March 1971
the President of Pakistan, Gen Yahya postponed
the convening of the National Assembly, schedu-
led for the 3rd of the month. Thus once again
moves were afoot to deprive the Bengali nation ol
their political, economic and cultural rights.

Eversince Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man's massive electoral viclory — a landslide in
East Pakistan (167 seats out of 169) and an ab-
solute majority in the Pakistan National Assembly
(167 out of 313) — forces were pul into aclion (o
somehow nullify the verdict of the Bengali people.
Bhutto put his considerable clout with the mili-
tary hierarchy into play and persuaded President
Yahya to postpone the inaugural session of the
Assembly. This action however (riggered a whole
range ol reaction for which the Pakistani military
rulers were hardly prepared.

The outburst against this betrayal was sponta-
neous and massive. Suddenly the talk of indepen-
dence was all around and came to be the [ocal
point of all political demands. Students and the
general public began to chant slogans ol indepen-
dence by the thousands. The non-violent and
non ration movement — called by Bangaban-
dhu—that followed revealed the bankruptcy of the
Pakistani rule. It became obvious that they ruled
only in name and whatever credibilily they had
till then was lost with that fateful announcement.

To the Bengali people, the conclusion was
inescapable. To survive as a people with our dis-
tinct culture, language and history, the Pakistani
state machinery was proving to be a dangerous
antagonist. Our only option, to live with dignity.
was Independence, a conclusion reinforced by
what the Pakistani regime did during the rest of
the days of March.

For us, those glorious days ol March '71 gave us
a lesson in people's power the likes ol which the
world had rarely seen. As we wilnessed the ma-
chinery of the Pakistani state grind to a hall be-
cause of the spontaneous support extended (o Lhe
call of Sheikh Mujib for the non-violenl, non co-
operation movement, we saw dramatically exhibi-
ted before us that power, after all. did not ema-
nale from the barrel of a gun (which the Pakis-
tanis thought) but from the support of the people,
that our cause had. One day at a time, our stren-
gth grew during those days of March and one day
at a time we came closer to the day when we
would become independent. As we now know, as
sea of blood was to separate those March days
from the days of our independence. But on the
1st of the March 1971, our only goal was to mar-
ch forward. And we did. never looking back even
for an nstant.

The Challenges for AL

A major challenge facing the meeting of the
exiended committee of the Awami League (AL),
starting today, is o make the organisation con-
scious ol its role as an alternative government
within the framework of the parliamentary sys-
tem that is [unctioning in the country today. The
success of the sysiem depends as much on the
way Lhe opposition functions, inside and outside
the parliament, as on the manner in which the
ruling parly carries out its responsibilities. To
say that both have failed in their respective
fields would sound uncharitable. The truth is, nei-
ther has proved (o be much of a success so far in
meeling the challenges inherent in the system.

However, there is hardly any need for despair.
The just-concluded extended meeting of the
Bangladesh Nationalist Parly (BNP) provided
some posilive indications that the ruling party
may be setling its house in order, with its chair-
person Begum Khaleda Zia paying much-needed
allention (o feedback from the rank and file. It is
now the turn of AL to devise its own way of creat-
ing organisational cohesion, based on a collective
decision-making process. and strengthening its
credibility as a responsible opposition platform.
It is expecied 1o run down the government on
issues where the administration may well be at
fault. However, it is also required to offer its al-
lernative solutions in support of its criticisms. It
is for the AL leadership to decide how this should
be done. One thing is certain. The choice does
nol lie with the chairperson Sheikh Hasina alone.
It is very much a matter of shared responsibility
among members of the party presidium and, in-
deed, at dilfferent commililee levels.

Once the AL leadership is clear in its mind
about the organisation's role in the system that it
worked so hard to bring into being. it would be
guided more by a national perspective than by
partisan considerations and by clear policy di-
rections rather than by rhetoric. It may then ap-
preciate that mutual recriminations in which
BNP and AL often outdo each other only to
aggravale the divisiveness in the country,
reducing the prospects of a national consensus
on formidable issues facing the country.

We will regard the two-day AL meeting a suc-
cess Il at least some, i not all, of these messages
are heard, loud and clear, by all concerned, es-
pecially by the leadership of the organisation.

F we the pattern of
iustrialisation * of  the

industrialising cou-
ntries s)] as well as other
countries, for example
Thatland, who are now waiting
at the doorstep of the NIC
club, or for that matter f we
consider the past history of
development of the
industrialised countries, then
one steadfast conclusion
strongly emerges: Each
pattern of industrial growth is
more distinctive and u in
its details b

the patterns. In any industrial
development strategy.
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country.
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trialisation which must be ag-
gressively sought and very
carefully nurtured. South Korea
went in for steel mills and
heavy industries through the

processing
while Malaysia today is the
world's leading manufacturer
of integrated circuits.

Even though textile indus-
try has rapidly expanded in all
the countries mentioned
above. in terms of the size of
individual units, the types of
textile produced and the up-
stream and the downstream
concentration within the lex-
tile industry group as a whole.
there are significant differ-
ences. These dissimilarities
are attempts by the en-
trepreneurs to adjust and se-
cure maximum competitive
advantage from local condi-
tions, past experience. the
prevailing value structure. cul-
tural traits, etc., apart from the
basic economic realities that

exist.
Korean, Thai, Malaysian
Experience

The heavy industry devel-
oped in Korea because of the

national security consideration
when the military priorities
because of the threat from the
North, were considered to-
gether with the priorities for
development. In addition, the
Japanese experience. due to
close proximity as well as be
h‘ a lormer Japanese coluny,
left strong impressions in the
Korcan mind. Large corporate
bodies were therefore pro-
moted. As a result. Mitshubishi
of Japan 1is being compli-
mented by Hyundai of South
Korea.
As much as 70 per cent of
the land area in Thailand was
under forest even in the late
1960s, Within the following 20
o 25 years. the statistics more
than reversed itself Today less
than one-fourth eof the land
arca can be classified as forest.
The great expansion in cultiva-
tion as well as introduction of
new crops together with con-
siderable increase in the size
of the Thai fishing fleets led to
the concentration of fotd and
agro processing industries.
Emergence of Malaysia as
the World s leading manufac-
turer of inlegrated circuits had
its beginning in the neighbour-
ing city state of Singapore
where due 1o significant loca-
tional advantages, an early be-
ginning was made in the set-
ting up of electronic indus-
tries. Very soon. however, both
labour and land shortages were
felt. Hence the spillover to
peninsular Malaysia where, in
the mean time. supporting in
frastructures had also been

built
Naive Approach

To say that labour intensive
manufacturing for export
should be the basis for future
industrialisation of Bangladesh
reveals nothing in terms of ei-
ther the strategy that must be
followed or the eventual indus-
trial structure that should
emerge within a stipulated
time . Labour is cheap in
Bangladesh: so import the
materials and the components:
cut and paste or screw up the
joints and produce the gar-
ments, toys, shoes and tLhe

electronic goods for export. As
B result, employment will be
generated, the economy will
grow and then what? Do we
live happily ever after?

To say the least. this is a
very naive approach to indus-
trial development. Labour is
cheap in Bangladesh but steady
work habits are rare. Labour
unrest is mmpant and hartal is
the agonizing reality of life.
Contirmuous operation of facto-
ries round the year with 2 10 3
shifts per day cannot be as-
sured. Labour intensive manu-
lacturing enterprise automati-
cally implies an equity invest-
ment of Taka 2 to 10 million
employing hundreds of work:
ers in each factory doing
highly organised repetative
work in assembly line produc-
tion where group eflforts rather
than individual contributions

propensity Lo generate
pressure becomes y at-
tractive

Counter to

By the two decades of inde-
pendent existence ol
Bangladesh. there are many
businessmen who have accu-
mulated sufficient cash re-
serves which could be invested
in labour intenstve mamufactur-

for exports. No doubt quite
a have already done so but
given the opportunities, such
investments are not very many
at all. On the other hand many
people have borrowed from
the tindustrial development
bank but majority of such in-
dustries have not yet seen the
kght of the day. Consequently
fixed deposits have piled up in
the banks earning a steady re-
turn from the interest paid. A
lirge part of such business In-
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in total harmony with onc an
other are of primary coneern
to maintain high levels of pro-
ductivity.

The conditions as described
mbove is difficult 1o obtain in
Bangladesh not only because of
hartals and unrest — it goes
much beyond that. | think that
we Bengalis are very indepen-
dent minded We thrive better
when working alone or in
small groups consisting of
close relations or the neigh-
bours from the same village.

We have strong loyalty to our
family not in the restricted
western sense but for the tra-
ditlonal extended family. Next
comes our immediate neigh-
bourhood or village loyalty. To
the company we work for,
Ec.ru{*ull when it employs a

rge number of workers, -
alty tends to be rather weak.
Instead, in large groups of or-

nised labour we sometime

come agitational at the loss
of individual freedom. The
specier of exploitation of many
by the few or one individual
owner is a too vivid reality in
our minds. As a result, the

indentor's commission
or remilttance from earnings
abriad have been invested in
hixury housing and expensive
cars~ which are counter 1o in-

come

dustrial development. During
the last ten years few hundred
crore Taka must have been
spent for such unproductive
purposes which straightaway
implies critical opportunities
foregone to invest In atleast
few hundred small to medium
scale manufacturing enter-
prises for export,

(it what are the explana
tions for these counter-devel-
opmenis? First. a part of such
funds are not tax free money.
might be ill-gotten. generally
known as black money.
Secondly. even if government
allows, no question asked for
such black money to be in-
vested In manufacturing en-
terprises. there is atill no as-
surance that the desired in-
vestment would take place
People with money are reluc-
tant 1o invest. They are alraid
of labour trouble. S0 why
bother. let Lthe mo remain
idic in the bank and without
any cllort whatsoever, a hand-

some income from the interest
will be secured.

Our culture, our enwviron-
ment. the patterns of owur
group behaviour are not con-
ductve to organised. continu-
ous efforts involving a large
number of individuals
Therefore we should develop
the appropriate industrial
xucturt which fits tn with

prevadling conditions —
otherwise. 5

We find that individual and
family efforts in agriculture
among the weavers. potters,
carpenters or in the small
shops and even in pulling the
rickshaws or plying the boats
are tremendous. E 15
at the highest level. | uals
or families work to the best of
their abilities in order to
maximize their gains. Against
all odds they survive in the
roadside welding and repair

shops when their productivity

inspite of primitive equipment
is high. The Dolai Khal metal

working industries of Dhaka
constitute a good example of
what individualised small en-
terprises can do. But the same
melal work on a large scale
with 100 workers may not be
successful. The exampie ts the
Machine Tools Factory whose
output should exceed the total
outputs of all the Dolai Khal
metal workshops put together
Ideal Structure

One very meaningful con-
clusion we can draw from the
above discussions: the size of
enterprise in Bangladesh con
text should be small. family
operated and should employ
very few hired workers. The
handloom sector provides the
best example of the ideal in-
dustrial structure that [ am
trying to explain. Here | must
mention that it is ideal in
terms of structure only. not
productivity,

According to 1990
Handloom Census there are
212.421 handloom units in
Ba sh. 99 per cent pri-
valely owned, each on the av:
crage operating 2 to 3 looms
with 5 weavers atleast 2 of
whom are females and the
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majority of the workers are

This is the type of structure
that should prevatl in
Bangladesh. Such small scal
enterprises however canmotl bx
established as the common
trend unless and until produc
Uvity Is Increased manyfold.
According to the same
Handloom Census. the monthly
average cloth production
operatiorial loom o

Opportunities for such en-
terprise already exist in metal
working industry. ceramics.
plastic s is, vari-
etics of handicraft products.
Erm and jewellery. toys, arty-

ial flowers etc. sub-
contracting arrangements
many manufactured exports
are amenable te such
economies of small to micro
scale operation. Even in case of
engineering and electronic

s. components could be
manufactured by small family
enterprises. while the central
assembly plant might be a unit
with few hundred workers
producing the final product.

Let few thousand such small
family enterprises spread out
all over Bangladesh. It would
bring to light the indigenous
base for industrialtzation which
satisfies the prevailing condi-
tions or obviates the con-
siraints induced by such con-
ditions. The industrial struc-
ture that would emerge would
be unique. This uniqueness
will be the vital source for
rapid industrial growth.

Broke Russians Demand Debt Payment from Africa

TARVED for hard curr-
S ency. the Russian Fede-

ration government of
President Boris Yeltsin says it
is set to recover Alrica's
"secret debts" to the former
Soviet Union.

Press reports say Russia's
new leaders have mapped out
stra to retrieve the mwore
than 45 billion convertible
roubles which are owed to the
former communist regime by
various developing countries.

One strategy involves selling
off the debts to Western
credit-management firms on a
S€CO market. Another in-
volves offering debt defer-
ments in return for easy access
by Russian firms to the mar-
kets of debtor countries, and
to start various joint ventures.

The leaders plan to buy tra-
ditional exports of debtor na-
tions in local currency on easy
terms. Debts recouped in local
currency will be used to fi-
nance expenditures by the
Russian government on the
territories of the indebted
countries (for example. for the
upkeep of Russian missjons.
and investment in the local
economies).

By last November 32 African

countries were believed to owe
the Russians 13.9 billon rou-
bles. Out of this, 12.3 billion —
or B9 per cent — covers arms
deltveries the former com-
munist rs to “"defend so-
cialist gains in fraternal coun-
tries.”
Over 86 per cent of the
debt falls on countries of the
so-called socialist orientation.
notably, Angola (1.8 billion
roubles), (2.1 b. rou-
bles). Ethiopia (2.6 b. roubles),
Libya (1.3 b. roubles). as well as
Egypt (1.7 b. roubles).

According to economist
Alexander Shevghenko, the
majority of the debtor nations
have shown readiness to scttle
their debt with the former
USSR. In fact, some press re-
poris have said a number of
these countries, fincluding
Egypt, Ghana, Moroceo and
Tunisia have regularly been re-
turning their debts. _

Officials in Moscow say

Charles Quist Adade writes from St. Petersburg

During the Cold War the former Soviet Union was seen as being on the side of the de-
veloping countries. It helped many of them with economic and military aid. Now, cash-
starved Kremlin leaders are demanding the repayment of debt from their erstwhile allies
in Africa and other developing regions. They have mapped out strategies to retrieve the
more than 45 billion roublgs owed to the former communist regime by various developing
countries. Over 30 African countries owe Moscow 13.9 billion roubles. Out of this, 12.3 bil-

lion, or 89

per cent, covers arms deliveries.

African debt to ex-USSR

Ehnﬁ are afoot to get countries
ke Angola and Congo pay off
their debts in their local cur-
rencies.

Before the ex-Soviet Union

was decreed out of existence it
was on the verge of selling
parts of the Third World debts
to credit institutions.
- The indebted countries
were expected under a special
accord to pay back their debts
not directly to Moscow, but to
the firms, which in turn would
pay back the Soviet Union 10
per cent less than actual total
debt.

The new Kremlin
economists have also decided
to have parts of the African
debts converted into shares
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Sir. There are two forces in

human mind — good and evil.
It should be the perpetual
concern of the man to accel-
erate the good foree thereby
decelerating the evil one. But
the world shows that at this
stage of tremendous develop-
ment of science and technol-
ogy. still the evil forces over-

power the good ones. Domes-

tically, one ethnic group iries
to overpower the other
militarily while internationally.
a nation's most prolific brains
persistently try to devise bet-
ter means to destroy the
other nations. These do not
conform to the development of

BNR"‘ILRE:H have transpired
p

duc to the fact that we have let
our underlying evil forces 1w
dominate our psychology. We,
whoever may be else. should
remember that life s for no

and bonds issued by joint ven-
tures under specified condi-
tions.

Meanwhile, the Moscow
News complained that certain
African nations. led by Nigeria
are taking advantage of the
“incompetence of republican
and inter-republican authori-
ties” and are selling off their
debts "with fabulous rebates of
between 30 and 40 per cent.”

The weekly said African
countries have discovered that
it was more advantageous and
expedient to sell of their debts
to Russian entrepreneurs in
their own country.

Since 19856 when President
Mikhail Gorbachev inaugurated
glasnost Moscow had been sys-

tematically cutting credits to

nearly all African and other de

veloping countries. In 1989 1t

stopped granting aid alto-
r.

But the debts continued to
mount on account of new arms
deltveries. as well as raw mate-
rials an equipment for ongoing
projects built with Soviet assis-
tance. so are the interests on
deferred loans.

Meantime, Soviet Lrade re-
turn with African countries fell
from 3.4 billlon convertible
roubles tin 1984 to 2.0 billion
roubles.

Up to forty per cent debt
cuts for Africa’'s poorest debtor
nations, announced by the
Kremlin in 1989, were never
implemented as the general
public demanded cutting eco-
nomic ties with developing
nations. As the nt went,
the Soviet Union always gave
out everything and never re-
ceived a back i return.

With empty shop counters
and ever-falling standards of
living it is easy for ordinary
Russians to make Africa a
scapegoat for their economic
woes.

In the Kremlin, however,
pragmatic considerations are
behind the desire to demand
repayment of Africa’s debt. The
ex-Soviet Union was reeling
under a heavy budget deficit
and foreign debt of 870 billion.

In Africa, $5 billon was
spent by the ex-Soviet Union
backing the Luanda govern-
ment in the Angolan civil war
between 1977 and 1978, 8]
billlon went to Mozambique
between 1975 and 1985 and
about 86 billion to Ethiopia
from 1975 to 1986.

In addition, Moscow was In-
volved in hundreds of indus-
trial and agricultural projects
in Africa and nearly 50.000
African specialists were
trained in the Soviet Union
during the past 30 years.

But observers here say
Africans arc being merely used
as scapegoals for Russia's own
economic problems. They con-
tend that although Africa’s
debt constitute a mere 30 per
cent of the total Third World
debts to the ex-Soviet Union it
is only the continent's indebt-
edness that has attracted a
noisy campaign in the media.

Said an African university
student here: "The press de-
liberately gloss over the fact
that more than two thirds of
the debt covers military deliv-
eries and that the ex-USSR fi-
nanced military projects im
certain African countries not
out of sheer altruism but to
carve spheres of influence and
to safeguard her geopolitical
interest on the continent dur-
ing the era of the East-West
confrontation.”

Unquestionably, the scape-
goat sentiments had its effect
on the Russian public. A recent
opinfon poll here showed that
many believe one of the causes
of Russian economic woes is
"generous Soviet assistance to

African and other Third World -

countries.”

For many years the ex-
USSR maintained that the first
communist country in the
world saw it as its internation-
alist duty to offer "free, disin-
terested ald” to fraternal ecun-
tries in the developing world
to cnable them "overcome im-

this short period of time, we
should try to make the earth a
better habitat for our proge-
nies. Why do we rieed to resort
to destruction? History does
not respect the people who do
not contribute to the people's
welfare. There 1is no room for
Hitler, Mussolint in the soft-
corner of human heart.

it 18 learnt that had mili-
tary expenditures of the na-
tons been sharply reduced, all
the people residing on this
carth could have run a very
l‘llplnrly life. We, everyone, need
to think constructively, being
aware of our psychological
limitation that we tend to fail

to contain our evil forces of
mind.

Md Abdur Rouf
International Relations
Department,

Dhaka Unitversiiy.

more than 60/70/80 years. In

Dakshin Khan Road

Sir, The Ashkona-Nadda-
para-Dakshin Khan Road now
being
appears to be a "misnomer”
because it is going through the
southern part of the Naddapara
touching Shialdanga and not
through the Naddapara Hnking
Ashkona via Naddapara to
south of Miapara towards
Dakshin Khan Bazar. We do not
understand the mystery why
and how the road has been
diverted from fits original and
meaningful approach.

The demand for construc-
tion of the said road has long
been standing. for over 12
years, and r ted mass ap-
peals through petitions signed

constructed by LGEB .

by thousands of local people of

the affected areas have been
made. Request for gas connec-

tion to stop illegal use of elec-
tricity has also n remaining
unheeded.

Prime Minister's
election promise to build
these roads and provide gas
connection seems to have
fallen Into cold storage as signs
of effective works or activities
are not visible still today

Will the authorities con:
cerned rise to the occasion 10
develop infra-structure in this
neglected village and fulfil the
hopes and aspirations of the

people?

M A Rub,
Naddapara. Dakshin Khan,
Ultara,

pertalist subjugation and neo-
colonial exploitation by
Western capitalist countries.”

However, as an African
diplomat in Moscow sald: "the
so-called disinterested aid was
also o finance Soviet Interesis
in Africa.”

That is why, he continued.
the greatest chunk of Soviet
assistance was directed to so-
cialist Africa “to consolidate
and defend soclalist gains

. Yeltsin and his team say
that they do not bear any re-
sponsibility for political mis-
takes of the former communist
leaders in Africa and other

.parts of the Third World. Their

strategy is to take advantage of
the peace dividend coming
from Gorbachev's new thinking
which signalled the end of the
Cold War to swap military
debts for sausages.

But while the Russians swap
Africa’s military debts for
Western sausage and African
bananas. who will return the
thousands of innocent
Aggolans, Mozambiqans and
Ethioptans who were victims
of Soviet-made Kalashnikovs?

This may serve as a timely
lesson for the African peoples
as they approach the threshold
of multiparty democracy never
again to allow corrupt ers,
who, secking to entrench
themselves in power run to
the East for arms “to protect
soclalist gains” or to the West
to "fight communists.”

The Cold War may be over.,
but the military-industrial
complexes in both the East
and the West are still chuming
out ammunitions. What {s
more. the hard currency-
starved members of the .
formed Commonwealth of
Independent States are cager
to sell arms to anyone.

At the end of the day, how-
ever, it is the poor Alrican tax-
payer who bears the burden.

— GEMINI NEWS

CHARLES QUIST ADADE is
a Ghanalan journalist currently
studying for a PhD in St
Petersburg.
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Letter-writers forum

Sir., Now that a ‘Letter
Writers Forum' has been
formed with the objective to
coordinate ideas. suggestions
and complaints of the citizens
with a view to obtaining re-
sponse from the concerned
authorities to the important
national {ssues, the interested
letter -writers may contact fits
convenor, Col (rid) Shafi Mirza
at B2/F. Road No. 5 Banani,
[Dhaka or Member, Mr. M. A
Jalil, at 372/B. Kilgaon. Dhaka.
Tel : 403080.

The letter-writers may co-
ordinate and cooperate with
the forum to realize the objec-
tives.

M Zahidul Hague
Assistant Professor,
Bangladesh Agricultural

College, Dhalka



