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NEWS BRIEFS

Tk 43,800 looted
from BKB branch

GOPALGANJ, Fcb 29:
Gunmen looled Th 43,800
from a branch of the
Bangladesh Krishi Bank,
storming its fron madc¢ col-

e gatc, here carly hours
ol Saturday. Police said a
ground of armcd men contered
the Kathibazar branch of the
Krishi Bank ol sadar upazila at
about | am alter breaking the
gate. They beat heavily the un-
armed guard of the bank, who
was insidc, and lefl with Tk
43,800, rcports UNB.

Shantibahinimen

surrender

CHITTAGONG, Fcb 29:
Three mcembers of tribal in-
surgents loday surrendered to
the Bangladcsh Sceurily Forces
with some arms and ammuni-
tion al Lakkhichhar upazila ol
Khagrachhari Hill District, re-

ports I3SS.
Two killed in
Jhenidah clash

JHENIDAH, Feb 29: Two
people were killed and two
polieemcn injured when an
armed group clashed with po-
Mee Saturday al Shekra
ﬂup-r:r Bazar in Shaflakupa
upazila of the district, police
and wilnesscs said. Identity of
ﬂ:ywhm not immedi-
a known but local sources
believed they were members of
the outlawed Sarbaharn Party,
reporis AP,

AL extended
meet today

A two-day extended mect-
ing of Bangladesh Awami
League Central Executive
Commilice will begin today
(Sunday) al its Bangabandhu
Avenue office at 3 pm. Awami
League Chicl and Leader of the

Opposition in Parliamcnt
lg:lkh Hasina will preside
over the meeting, reports BSS.

Parliamentary mect on

Information Ministry

The fourth mecting of the
Parliamentary
Committec on Information
Ministry was hcld Saturday al
the Sangsad Bhaban with

Informatlion Minister Nazmul
Iuda in the ehair,
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AL lcast 400 people were
injured, many with bullet,
splinter and knife wounds, as a
Jattya Party rally in the city
ended 'in a emonfum to-

day amidst tcar g:- shelling,
toncharge,

bomb blasts and
reports UND,

Jattya Party claimed that
three party workers were
killed, 256 others missing and
1000 injurcd during "a serics
of attacks by BNP activists and
police™ at dificrent places in
and around the capital.

One of the victims has been
fdentified as Liton, a student
worker of JP from Gafargaon,
party sources said.

The former ruling parly or-
ganised the grand rally on the
Biswa Road ncar Saidabad bus
tcrminal in Lthe city o demand
rclease of its lcader, ousted
president |1 M Ershad.

An estimaled 20,000 pco-
plc came in buscs and trucks

shouting slogans in support ol
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the deposed president and
joined the meeling.

JIP? sources said armod ac-
tivists of the ruling BNP
backed police allacked the
“peacciul” mecting,

Helmcted police in  riot
gear lobbed dozens of tcar gas
cannislers into the crowds
locked in clash.

Moere Lhan 50 tcar gas
shells were said to have been
uscd lo break up the rmlly,
while scores of bombs went ofl
crealing panic in Motijheel,
Khilgaon, Bashaboo, Gopibagh,
Tikatulf and Saidabad arcas.

Police action came at about
4 pm when JP stalwarts In-
cluding Mizanur Rahman
Chowdhury, Moudud Ahmed
and Shah Moaxzzem llossain ar-
rived atl the mecling venuce,

They left the dais amidst
smokes as the mecting ended
In a melee. The dals was also
dismantled.

Many ol the injured were
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Clash foils Jatiya Party
public meeting

scnl o the Dhaka Medical
Collcge Hospital and diffcrnl
city clinfcs.

Press pholographer of the
daily Al-Amcen, Mizanur

Rahman Miru, was admiited 10
DMCII with bulict wounds in
the hcad.

The organiscrs alleged
many buscs and lrucks carry
ing Lheir supporicrs were ob
structed al different entry
points of the city.

Wilnessces saidd several busces
and minibuscs woere damaged
tin Farm Gaitc and Malibagh ar
cas by stone-throwing young
man opposing Lhe rally of JI’
toppled [from powcer In
December 1990 in a prolonged
anti-autocracy movemenl

Shops and business houscs

pulled shuttcrs down ane
transporlt stopped plying
Motifheel, Khilgaon and

Saidabad arcas amidst sporadi
clashes and blasts, according
to firsthand reports.
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SMOKESCREEN : JP workers running for cover from police tear gas yesterday. —Star photo
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BUET Chancellor and Prime Minister Begum Khnleda Zia conferring degreeson BUET

graduates yesterday.

to visit US from
March 15

Prime Minister Begum Kha-
leda Zia is likcly to pay a six-
day official visit 1o the United
Slatcs, beginning March 15,
highly placced sources said
Salurday, rcports UNI3

This will be the first bilal-
cral visit to US by a hcad of
government of Bangladesh.

ller weck-long sojourn in
the States will provide Begum
Zia with an opportunity lo cx:
change views with Presidont
Georpge [Bush on inlernational
and regional issucs of common
concern and bilatcral majlers
against the backdrop ol a
-:-?hj,:‘!rﬂ‘d global seenario, the
Oy cad. .

The Prime ‘Mintster is ‘ex-
pecicd (o sctzc upon Lhe op-
portunily to discuss the
Rohingya refugee probicms
with Lhe President of America
— @ supcrpowcer which has al-
ready raised the “unfortunate
situation” with the Burmesc
regime,

She will thank the
American leader for his per-
sonal inititative in helping
Bangladesh during the  last
cyclonic calastrophe and secck
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| Khaleda likely - Convocation after 16 years

Help stop brain
drain, PM asks

BUET graduates

By Staff Correspondent

Primc Minister DBogum
Khalcda Zia Saturday called
upon the counlry's enginecrs
lo contribule their talents to
the nation- building cllorts,

“The people have given you
enough and now it 18 your duty
lo- reciprocale the people and
thy eounire,” she Yokt grad)
alcs al the third DBangladesh
University ol Engincering and
Technology [BUET) convoca-
tion on the campus.

Thousands of beaming
graduatcs, in their convocation
robes, converged under a huge
pandal raised on the BUET
playground. The campus wore
a festive look in conncetion
with the ronvocaltion, the for-
mal academic certificale re-
ceiving ceremony ol the uni-
versity graduates, held in the
sunny Saturday morning allcr a

pausc of 168 years. The lasi
convocalion of the university
look place on November 12,
1976. :

The Prime Mindsicr, who is
also the Chanccllor of the
BUET, gave away eeriificalces to
the three who did PhD and

alse conlerred r'h"r-- 5 |

L . SR

tal of 6260 graduvates, and

post- graduates.
Spcaking at the [unction,

the Prime Minisler said Lhat
Bangladesh was not only a
country plagued with prob-
lems, il was also a country of
boundicss promises. "And the
appropriate technology can
maltcerialisc this prospeel inlo
reality.” she added.

Begum Zia identified educa-
tion as the priorily scctor of
her governmient and said that

See Page 12 Col 7
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Donors, represcniatives of
the government, technocrals
and academicians are expected
to be locked in war of words
during the lour-day review of
the Flood Action Plan (FAD)
beginning in Dhaka today.

Primc Minister Begum
Khalcda Zia will formally inau-
gurale the meeting at the
International Conlerence
Centre (ICC) 1o be participated
by rcprescntatives from nine
governmental agencics, uni-
versilics, rescarch institutions,
non-governmenial organisa-
tions (NGOs), FAP study teams
and 26 donor agencics.

The review, first of its kind
since the FAP was launched in
1989, will asscss the progress
made so far, identify the issucs
that still nced to be addressed
and discuss plans for futurc
actions.

Conceptually, the FAP aims
at “idenltification, planning,
design and construclion of

By Mahfuz Ullah

‘high priority projects which
arc technically, cconomically,
cnvironmentally and socially
feasible.”

The plan comprises ‘11
plan components and 15 sup-
porting activitics to be coordi-
natcd by the government of
Bangladesh and the World
Bank.'

Following the disastrous
floods of 1987 and 1988 thc
government under took a re-
view of flood policy. A numbcr
of studics were carried out.
And in Junc 1989, the gov-
ernment requested the World
Bank to develop and co-ordi-
nate a five-ycar flood action

- plan (1990-95), .

This was cndorsed al the G-
7 summil held in Parts (n July
1989, The FAP was preparcd
by the World Bank and was
formally endorsed atl a mecting
ol government and donor rep-
resenlatives in London on
December 11-12, 1989 and

Review of Action Plan begins today

‘Storm’ over flood likely

subscquent Dhaka econfercnee
in January 1990,

Since inceplion the FAP has
come undcér criticism from
different national and inlerna-

tional agencics for being
'detrimental’ to the intcrests
of the country.

Critics argue the plan is
nothing but an initiative to pay
aboul 145 million US dollars Lo
consultants and cxperts.

Substantiating their argu-
ments they say some of the
consultants like Sir William
[lalcrow and partners, Moll
MacDonald Intcrnational and
s0 on did mosl of Lhe consul-
tancy work and in the process
study period is being extended
while most «f the studics

should have been closced now.
When contacted, Asalu-

ddowla, Scerclary, Ministry of

Flood Control, Irrgation and

Walter [tesources refuted the

allegations and said ‘those who
Sec Page 12 Col 1

Ministerial level
water-sharing
talks with India

this month

From Munir U Ahmed

. KHULNA, Feb 29: A minis-
terial level mecling is cox-
peeted next month to discuss
the waler sharing with India,

M Majid-ui-llaq, the
Minister for Agriculture, Water
Resources and Flood Conlrol,
told The Daily Star here Friday.

The minister was here 1o
visit some waler-logged arcas
of Beel Dakatia.

Obscrvers say the ministe-
rial level meeting may pave the
way for summit-level talks on
the sharing of Ganges walter, It
is cxpecled thalt the prime

minisicrial level mecting will .

lcad to a signing of trealy on
walcer sharing,

The two countics signed
agreements in 1974 and 1979
on the issuc. A Memorandum
ol Understanding (MOU) was
signed in 1982, A rencwal of
the MOU was due in 1988,

The minister ruled out the
possibilily ol taking the issue
to international forums.

Cabinet yet to fix
terms for KAFCO

By Toufique Imrose Khalidi

The Cabincl sat for the sec-
ond consccutive day yeslerday
to talk KAFCO with the Prime
Ministcr in Lthe chair.

The ministers again meel
today at 4 pm lo discuss Lhe
largest forcign-investied pro-
ject, hailed as the Deal of the
Yecar in 1990 by the prestigious
intecrnational monthly, Tradc
and Financc.

Obscrvers consider the de-
velopments as unprecedented
saying that the Cabinct has al-
rcady hcld at lcast [ive mcet-
ings on an issuc concerning a
single industrial projecl.

They say pressure from
donors cspcoially Japan has
led Lo such a sftuation.

Sources sald the Ministers
were yel to arrive al decision
on a number of issucs includ-
ing Lhe pricing of gas.

In September 1991, the
ministers met twice. The [irst
mecting, on Scpltember 3,

formed a commillec compris-

ing four state ministers which
exprcessed rescervations on a
numbcr of clauses. Laler in
Oclober, the Cabinct decided
to rencgoliale Lthe deal.

llowcver, a highly-placed
Industrics Ministry souree Lok
The Daily Star that a decision
on the government's stand on
the tssuc might come ‘within a
day or two'.

Mcanwhilc, the ‘rencgo-
tiation meccting between the
government oflicials and the
KAFCO sharcholders Friday
ended ‘inconclusively’, acco-
rding to sourccs. The mecting
was lo continuc the next day
(Saturday), bul was cancelled
for unknown rcasons.

Among others, the Indus-
tries Sccrctary, Dr Ekram
Hossain, who is also the chair-
man of the KAFCO Board, A H
K Murshed, a lawyer and a for-
mer foreign sccretary, and Dr
Fouzul Kabir, a First Sccretary

See Page 12 Col 7

India as the biggest partner
of the South Asian Association
for Reglonal Coopcration
should take all initiatives to
make the forum an cffective
and viable one for uplift of the

Standing |

economic condition of the vast
millions living in the region.

This vicw was reflected in
the deliberations made by a
number of spcakers while par-
ticipating in the discussions at
a scminar on "Rccenl global
d{-whpnmnﬂ and ncw imper-
alives for Sduth Asian Regional
Coopcration,” reports [ISS.

The spchkers stressed for
mobilising jpublic opinion in
favour of ingrcased cooperation
among the ¢ountrics of the re-
gion under the regional
framework o the SAARC.

They said that enhanced

| cooperation .among the non-

governmental organisations of
the countrics of the region
could help mobilise the public
opinion and flostcr people-to-
pecople cooperation of the
SAARC nalions.

Held under the auspices of
Bangladesh Peace Council in
collaboration with the World
Peace Council, Lthe scssion was
chaired by eminent cconomist
Profl Rehman Sobhan while the
Executlve Sccrectary of the
World DPeace Council Ray
Stewart co-chaired the ses-
sion.

A scnior rescarch fellow of
Bangladesh Institute of
Development Studies Atlar
Rahman presented the key-
note paper al the scminar and
Dcpuly Leader of the
Opposition Abdus Samad Azad

addressed 1t as special guest.

A host of spcakers ook parl
in the discussion who included
Prol Bijoy Gupta of Jawaharlal
University of New Delhi,
Sarod Chowdhury, Sceretary of
the Afro-Asia Solidarity Union,

Awami League MP Abdur
Razzak, Chiel of the
Communist Party of

Bangladesh Satfuddin Ahmed
Manik, Justice K M Sobhan,
former Foreign Scerclary
Tobarak Ilussain, former
Ambassador Abdul Momen and
Alf Aksad.

The spcakers also pleaded
for revicwing the Charter of
the SAARC and bringing nce-
essary amcndments so that the
member nations could discuss
and rcsolve the bilatcral issucs
under the aegis of the forum.

Deputy Leader of the
Opposition Abdus Samad Azad
recalled the inftiative taken by
late Presfident Zinur Rahman in
giving the SAARC a structural

shape.

He sald under the changed
global scenarto there should be
enhanced economic coopera-
tion among the member states.
Azad said India having a vasl

markct should withdraw all
tarifT restrictions [or com-

moditics of olther SAARC na-

tions.

lle also urged for forming
non-governmental organisa-
tions to mobilise public opin-
lon and help remave misun-
derstanding and mutual dis-
trust among the SAARC na-
tions.

Azad said politieal will

along with support of the®

common peoplé could help re-
solve many of the bilateral is-
sucs of the SAARC counltrics.

Abdur Razzank satd India as
the biggest partner should
lake ‘'maximum inftiative te
remove suspicion and distrust
from the minds of the smaller
counlrics.

lle also suggested for form:
Ing a SAARC cconomic council
for mobilisation of resources.

Saifuddin Manik said Inda
ltke the character of clder
brother of Bengall [iim should
make sacrifices for the smaller
parincrs of the SAARC

Sarod Gupla called, for
linking the communication in-
[rastructure of the SAARC
countrics and [ree movenent

India should take initiatives to make SAARC viable

of the nationals of the SAARC
nations. 1l¢c also wanted inclu-
ston of Alfghanistan in the
SAARC forum.

Tobarak |lussain said India

should iInftiatc a process of set-

tlement of bilateral 1ssues with
the concerned countrics. |le
also called for revising the
SAARC Charter and therchy
cnable Lthe forum Lo discuss bi-
lateral issucs,

Justice K M Saobhin safd

that inftiative by India alonc
would not help solve the prob
lems and added others should
also come
sincerily.
Summing up, Profl Rehman
Babhan safd without undertak:

forward with due-

ing an cffective ecooporation,
the South Aslan region might
be et outl as an odd region in

the globe.

A Star Commentary

Twenty-four years of pent-
up frusirations and anger cx-
ploded and turncd into a fire:
ball en March |1, 19%21.
Pakistan's military dictstor
Ceneral Yahya Khan's declara-
lton owver the radio at | pin
momentarily stunncd Lhe
Bengalce people of the then
Fast Pakisian into sheor disbe-
hict,

Stunned for a moment. But
no more than a moment. As If
in unison, almost the c¢nlire
nation decied 24 years of
scrvilude was crough. Thore
was nol roing to be any more
meeck acceplance of humilia-
Lions

General Yahya announced
the postponcment of the open
ing scssion of the Pakisian

Nationul Asscmbly [PNA)
clecied on Dee 7, 1970, The
Awami |cague had policd

nearly 70 per eent of the votes
ceast In FEast Pakistan, giving 1
an absclute majority in the
PNA with 187 scats out of 300,

The poopic's verdict meant
that Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, as the presi-
dent of the Awarmi Leaguce and
the undispuled leader of the
Bengnlee poople as n whele,
would boeome prime minisicr

Mujib's landslide viclory
mcean! Lthal the ecmturies-old
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SYDNEY, Fe¢b 29 New
Zealand conlinued their win-
ning start to cricket's World
Cup Saturday, thrashing South
Alrica by scven wickels at
Eden Park, Auckland, after
some brutal hilling by opening
batsmen Mark Greatbatch and
Rod Latham, rcports AP,

The New Zcealanders re-
stricted South Alrica to 7-190
ofl 50 overs and romped 1o 3-
191 ofl just 34.3 overs.

In the other match S4-
turday, West Indics returned
lo form alter their loss to
England, bealing Zimbabwe
comfortably by 75 runs at the
Brisbanc Crickel Ground.

Greatbatch and Latham bat-
tered 114 off 17.5 ovwers a new
World Cup [irst wickel sland
for New Zealand bealing the
previous mark of 100 by Jobn
Wright and Brucc Edgar sét in
Lecds against India in 1979,

It was a sudden relurn lo |
carth for South Alrica’ who
won their first-cver World Cup
match against Australia in
Sydncy last Wednesday.

" New Zealand were in disar-
ray just a weck before the Cup
began, alicr England swept
them 3-0 in a warm-up lm-
fted-overs scrics. '

- Bul Saturday's viclory car-
ried them to the top of the
table in the ninc-nation round-
robin competition with six
poinls while co-hosl Australia,
the pre-tournament faveuilc,
were winless after two games.

Australia play India in Brisbanc
on Sunday. (Dctails on Sports

| Pagcs).

Rly fare hiked
by 7 pc

By Sohel Manzur

The government tn a sar-
prisc move has raiscd the
transportl fare of Dangladesh
Raflway by average scven por
cent from today (Sunday).

A highly placcd official
while talking lo The Daily Star
sald that the fare was rivised to
reduce the annual loss of the
scclor from Taka 165 erore o
Taka 125 crore.

HHe mentioned that the
Raflway Department was by -
dencd with about 18000 sur-
plus stafl and addced that the
surplus stall along with othcr
faclors were coniributing lo
heavy loss every year.

» domers were ndt pro-
viding atd for (this scetor due
to large-scale loss every yolr
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