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Metropolitan
Dhaka Day by Day

By Staff Correspondent

Afr Freight Department of
Za International Airport (ZIA)
Friday recovered 16 gold bars
weighing 160 tolas [rom the

main air [reight buflding. The
bars were found in a

ncwspaper packet that
had no address on It

Vehicles attacked :
- 25 damaged

By Staff Correspondent

A group of angry pcople
Friday cvening damaged at
least 25 vchicles at Mirpur
Road and Manik Mia Avenue
adjacent lo Asad Gate bus
siand in the city.

Mohammadpur police said,
a group of rickshaw pullers

proicsied the prohibition of
rickshaws on VIP roads.

Another source however said
that some agitating Jatlya Party
workers attacked vchicles
following govi rcfusal to allow

proposcd JI' grand rally.

3 Indians handed
over to BSF

CIHIITTAGONG, Feb 28 :
Bangladesh Sccurity Force last
night rescued three kidnapped
Indian nalionals from the
hands of tribal insurgents al
Dighalchhari of Barkal upazila
undcr Rangamat! hill district

an cxchange of fire with
insurgents. Official sources
said, the three Indian nationals
were recovered afler a raid on
;h hld:u:l of outlawed
antibahini. They were
handed over to the Border
Security Force (BSF) of india at
w meeling today, reports

52 shops gutted

BRAIIMANBARIA, Fcb 28: A
devastating fire razed through
several shops in a busy market
at Anandabazer early today
destroying properties worth
about taka one crore. At lcast
52 shops siocked with cloth,
garments, [urmniture and other
valuablcs were burnt to ashes,
traders and fire brigade
sources said, reports UNB.

Amendment of
voter list

Applications for inclusion,
exclusion and amendment of
names in the voter list in all
the pourasavas of the country
have to be submitted to the
registiration officers and

~ election officers within
7. according lo an
Election Commission press

release, reports [3SS.
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International seminar on cooperation in South Asia

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
has said that the South Asian
countries need to undertake
confidence-building measures
to achieve the region's com-
mon goals ltke eradication ol

{ poverty and tackling the social
vices.

“There are many examples
of quiet achievements In un-
derstanding and agreements in
our region. (However] these
have not always received adc-
quate publicity. We have
tended to emphasize the nega-
tive elements. This must ceasc
forthwith.” the PM told the in-
augural session of an interna-
tional seminar in the city yes-

The three-day seminar on
‘New Imperatives for Regional
Cooperation in South Asia' was
organised by the Bangladesh
chapter of the World Peace
Cotneil,

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia, Leader of the Op
Asian Regional Cooperation held at the National Museum Auditorium yesterday.
Chancellor of Dhaka University (seen seated between the PM and Leader of the Oppositi

By Staff Correspondent

Sheikh Hasina. the Lo
of the Opposition in Parliwme:
nt. was the special guest and
also addressed the inaugural
session of the seminar held at
the National Museum Audftor-
hum

“II the billion people of
South Asia speak with one
voice you can imagine the po-
litical force they will have. The
entire world will heed to
it,” Begum Zia l.uk:r. semi-
Nar.

vited all South Asian countries
o follow in signing
the nuclcar Non-Proliferation
Trealy and rejecting the nu-
clear option in pursuit of con-
fidence-bullding.

It is not just the Indian
Ocean that should be a Zone of
Peace. It should encompass
the total land mass of South

Asia as well.” she commented.

The Prime Minister also in-

Presided over by former
Vice-Chancellor of Dhaka
University Prol Shamsul Haq.
the function was also ad-
dressed by World Peace
Council President Romesh
Chandra. Executhve Secrelary
Ray Stewart., President ol
Nepal Peace Council Dr N P
Singh, Secretary General of
Bangladesh Peace Council Al
Aksad and the Editor of
Indian daily "Desh Bandhu”,
Maya Ram Surjan.

Referring to the common
colonial expertence of the
states, Begum Zia said, “the
similarities that bind the peo
ple of the region are stronger
than the dissimilarities thai
divide”.

Begum Zia sald the SAARC
was the result of shahced
President Ziaur Rahmaun's
wish to bufld a structured re-
gional coopcration on the

1

pnrl;icipt-’.ltad by World Peace Council Président Romesh Chandra (far right).

Steps for qualitative change

a must, says Hasina

Shetkh Hasina has said that
steps should be taken on
priority-basis to bring aboul
qualitative changes in the
socfo-politico-economic ficlds
for development in the South
Asian countries.

Speaking as spectal guest at
the international seminar ti-
tied "New Imperatives f[or
Regional Cooperation in South
Asia”. the Leader of the
Opposition painted a gloomy
picture for South Asia.

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
inaugurated the three-day
seminar.

UNB adds : The Opposition
Leader devoted her lengthy
speech on various issues of
common concern among the
South-Asfan nations. She said
the South-Asian countries
should share experiences for
resolving the problems like
child mortality, population
boom, education end environ-
mentl

“We want cooperation for

By Staff Correspondent

peact and we wanl peace for
living a good life with
democracy, development and
justice.”

Hasina also felt the urgency
of reaching consensus on na-
tional important issues in the
wake of new democratic atmo-
sphere.

Referring to Bangladesh's
outstanding issues with India
and Pakistan. the Opposition
Leader called for resolving
those through discusstons and
understanding to create an
atmosphere ol regional coop-
eration in South-Asia.

"We must resolve our issues
relating to water sharing and
enclaves with India. With
Pakistan we should settle the
issue of diviston ol assets and
the problems of repatriation of
Pakistani nationals.”

Hasina was critical about
the rise of communal forces in
the region and said {t is a
threalt o humanity, develop-
ment and democracy, This can

weaken the basis of regional
cooperation.

The onward march of
democracy and economic de-
velopment and regional coop-
eration suffered a setback fol-
lowing the assassination of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman by "military junta™ in
August 1975, she said.

Sheikh Hasina said persecu-
tion of people in Burma by the
military junta forcing fts na-
tionals flee to Bangladesh dis-
turbed the peace In South-Asia.

“This has created serfous
humanitarian problem”, said
Hasina while speaking at the
seminar,

She recalled that the World
Peace Council awarded the
highest honour “Julio Curie
Medal™ to her father Sheikh
Mue.ibur Rahman in recognition
i !

Is role for peace and active .

approach to Implement the
mission of peace.

Confidence building vital
for progress : PM

commonaltics of countrics in
South Asta
Referring to the global
summit on environment and
development 1o be held In
June In Brazil. the Prime
Minister urged the regional
states 1o cooperate with one
another to make a singular
cont ribution 10 the summit In
rescrving our land, waler air,
wesls and wild life
The Prime Minister satd
with great [aith in simple pro
grammes she had spoken of a
"daal-bhaat” approach in the
last SAARC summit in Cole-
mbo. She observed that once
the basic needs of the reglon’s
people were met higher goals
could be approached whiech
would enable the countries to
lackle the social evils of
drugs. terrorism and other
vices along with the cradica-
tion of poveny

position Sheikh Hasina attending International Seminar on South
Prof Shamsul Huq former Vice
on) presided over the seminar also

l
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to mark AL central
committee meet

By Nurul Kabir

The move by Dr Kamal
Hossain to form ‘Democratic
Forum' and the lssue restruc-
turing the Central Commitice
are expecied o be hotly de-
bated in the two-day extended
commitice of the Awaml
League (AL} which begins in
city tomorrow.

Also, insidcrs say, irritants
like the killing of Badal, lcader
of student wing of the party,
and fts stand on Indemnity
Repeal Bill will also come up
for discussion.

About two hundred leadcrs
representing Central Commi-
tiee, National Commiltee,
District Commitiecs and the
Parlamentary Parly are cox-
pected to attend the meeting,
to be chalired by Sheikh
Hastna,

it will be the second ex-
tended meetling of the party
since Lthe parfiamentary ‘

The move by Dr Kamal
Hossain, according to inaiders,
has al hurt a section of
the AL rahip.

However, one group will
propose disciplinary action
agninst Kamal |loasain for his
allempt o form democralic
forum withoul consulting the
party while another group will
demand of the party command
lo place Dr lHossain in the
party lcadership with suflicient
cxccutive powcrs, sald sources.

The incident of killing of
lladal allcgedly by the party
insiders as well as alleged
conncection of some party lead-
crs with the killers will be
hotly dcbated in the meeting,
sources said.

“We shall spare nobody in-
volved directly or indirectly
with the killing of a fellow
party man,” said a young MD,
adding. “the size or influence
ol the accused will not be able
to save them from getiing pun-
ished for their erime.” Fe

The extended mecting ae-
cording to insiders, will basi-
cally aim at finding put mcans
and ways of combating increas-
ing frustrations of of Lhe party
workcrs all over the country
since last general elections
held in February last year.

In order to reinvigorate the
party rank and file, the meet-
ing will discuss restructuring
of the party Central Commitiee
in the forthcoming national
council, sources added.

To this end, according to a

— Star photo | sentor AL leader, the meeting

BUET convocation

today
By Staff Correspondent

The third convocation of
the Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology
(BUET) will be held today.

Two young teachers of Lthe
university will lcad the pro-
cession which will begin at
9.15 in the morning in front of
the Electrical and Mechanical

(EME) building of the untver-
sity.
Prime Minister DBegum

Khaleda Zia, who has carlicr
been made the Chancellor of
the BUET, will preside over
the convocation.

Vice Chanccllor Prolessor
Mohammed Shajahan and the
Bangladesh University Grants
Commission (UGC) Chairman
Profcssor Samsul Hugq will ad-
dress the function.

Degrees of some 3,185
graduates including some
women shall be conferred out
of some 6,273 since Lhe aca-
demic yecar 1974-75 to 1987-
B8 aflter the sccond convoca-
tion held in 19786,

This is the first time the
BUET authorities are giving
outl Lhe bilingual certificates to

| its graduatcs.

would try to reach a consensus
on restructuring the party
Central Commitice in the
forthcoming conference by re-
placing the presidium with
three to four vice presidents
and ntroducing thc provision
of having three to four assis-
tant neral secretaries for

g both the party chiefl
and the gencral scerclary with
effective support in discharg-
ing thoir organisational dutics.

The parly would prefer a
non-MP’ gencral sccretary so
that he could give maximum
cffortas for sirengthening the
organisation Lhroughout the
couniry, sald a senlor AL
leader. lie, however, said that
in case such a pecrson accepled

the majority was unavailnble
the party would opt for an MP?
equal o the post of general
sccrciary having no important
role o play in parllament

Zillur Rahman fulfils (he
first criterton while Abdur
Razzak (ulfils the second, a
young influcniial lcader hinted
on condition ol anonymity

Of the reported aspiranis
for the post of genceral seere
lary, an ageing lawycr M
ruled out the names of Nasim
and Tolacl saying, "The first
one is oo young 1o it in the
post while Lthe sceond onc is
loo vocal o be Lhe socretary of
a party Hke AL whore the party
chiel enjoys almost sovereign
power.”

Abdus Samad Azad and Dr
Kamal |lossain arc likely 10 be
appointed as the vice prosi-
dents of the organisation, allcr
the party constitution fs
amended, Lo discharge the re
sponsibility of the party chief
in absence of Sheikh | lasina

The meeling will also con
centrate on, along with othor
tssucs, chalking out future
course of action lo, whal
Mohammad Nasim MP of AL
press the government for Lhe
passage of Indemnily Repeal
Bill, withdrawal of the bill on
tcrrorism and implementation
of the joint declaration of the
three political alliances.

The mecting will decide
the date of the national eouncil
of the party which is likely Lo
be held some time in Lhe firsi
quartcr of May.

Although #t s AL's constitu-
tional ebligation 1o hold its na-
tlonal council cvery two years,
the last onc was held in 1987.

Lack of negotiation leads

to WB credit lapse

By Sohel Manzur

Realisation of over 450 miil-
lfon dollars from the World
Bank as credit aid has become
unceriain as the government
failed to ncgotiate in this re-
gard in time, sources said.

According lo a source, many
committied funds could nol be
realisced carlier due to lack of
proper initiatives on the part
of the government.

WDB committed to provide
Bangladcsh with 8500 million
credit ald for some scctors and
projects at the last consortium
meeting of the donors in June,
199]1. Bul the negotiation of
only 8 25 million under: Private
Sector Industries Credit
}FSIE] has been completed so
ar.

The next consortium
mectling of the donors is likcly
to begin on April 21 of the
current year and il the negotia-
tion on rest of the committed
funds was not made by Lhe
time Bangladesh would have to
lose the amount.

According to Lhe source,
the government has in the

mcantime taken up inftiative
lo ncgotiate for the [unds of
lwo projccts and a sector. But
the preparation in this regard
was at the very primary level,
the source mentioned.

Only the stall appraisal re-
port (SAR) of the forcstry scc-
tor was prepared for negotiat-
ing with the WB, under which
about 8 25 million was com-
mitted to be provided with,
the source said -adding that the
drafl of the policy letter for
the Public Sector nt
Adjusiment Credit (PRMAC)
was yct to be finalised.

Bangladesh was epmmitted
to be provided with about 8
150 million under PRMAC and
another $ 25 million under the
Technical Assistance Credit
(TAC).

The country was committed
to be provided with more 8§
100 million for the power and
gas seclors, $§ 20 million for
the Chittagong WASA and 8
100 million as the Industrial
Sector Adjustment Credit
(ISAC) from the World Bank.

'‘Amend

Chiel Justice of Ba csh
Shahabuddin Ahmed Friday
siressed ensuring full freedom
of the judiciary by bringing
amcndments to certain arti-
cles of the consttution, re-
poris [ISS.

He was addressing as chicfl
guest the MNth lawyers conler-
ence, organis by the
Bangladesh Bar Council, in the
Supreme Court Bar Association
Bhaban premises.

Ahmed said as per Article
95 of the Constitution, the
President holds all re-
garding the appointment of
Supreme Court judges and the
Chiel Justice has no role In
this regard.

As constitution Lhe
Jjudges are independent in
their excreises, bul ac-
cording o Article 116 of the

Constilulion the appointment
of judges of the lower courts,
promotion, transfer, leave and
other related responsibilitics
arc vested with the govern-
ment, he said.

The magistrales are work-
ing under the cxecutive and
nol yet brought under the
Suprcme Court, the Chief
Justice said.

The inaugural session of the
two-day long confcrence was
presided over by Dr Kamal
Hessain, Vice-Chairman of [3ar
Council, and addrcsscd by
Aminul Huq, Attorncy General
and President of Bar Council,
Shamsul Huq Chowdhury,
Chairman of Bar Council
Exccutive Commilice, Abdus
Salam Talukder, Conference-
Secretary and Khandaker

Mahbub Uddin Ahmed, mem-
ber, [3ar Council.
Chicl Justice Shahabuddin
said our lower courls
have been facing criticism
gradually and there are enough
reasons for such criticism. The
Supreme Court is nol able to
play any eflective role in this
regard as the judges of the
lower courts are under the

control of the government, he
added.

Chiefl Justice Shahabuddin
said the number of pending
cascs wcre gradually incrcas-
ing in the lower courts. The
main reason for nol disposing
of the pending cascs is that
even the halfl of the time stipu-
lated for the judicial excreisce
wiis nol utllised, he added,

lHe sald there were allega-

constitution to free. judiciary’

tions that the judges lacked
honesty and neutrality 1in hold-
ing judicial cxercise bul no-
body was coming to the
authorily with speciflic
allcgations and prools,

The Chiefl Justice said he
was conlcmplating to appoint a
compeient judge as an admin-
istrative judge to look into
such allcgations and supcrvise
the judicial process.

Dr Kamal llossain in his
speech sadd the rnule of law and
independence of judiciary are
the two pillars of democracy,
Dr Kamal said and called for
taking stcps 1o separate the
Jjudiciary from the executive,

Dr Kamal siressed bringing
lundamenial changes in the
conventional legal edueation to
crcale an improved almo-
sphere.

oo

AL-FP gunbattle: 3
Sec 144 at Tongi

From Our Correspondent

GAZIPUR, Feb 28: At lcast
30 pmﬂl: were injured in a
clash lween police and
Freedom Party workers at
Tong! today.

The clash ensued when the
Freedom Party workers tried
to enter Into the Tongl munic-
ipal arca violating Lthe Section
144, clamped there from | pm
today.

The Section 144 was im-
posed on the Tongl municipal
area for an indeflinite period
following a three-hour gunbat-
tie between the Awami League
and Frecedom Party activisis
Thursday late night.

The Freedom Party in-

slalled a pendal at Tongl for
holding a workers’ mecling of
the party today, which was
ransacked twice by the AL
workers yesterday leading to a
three-hour gunbattle.

A large number of police
deployed earlier at the spot
fafled to control the situation.

Freedom Party later held its
workers meeting at Azampur
and brought out a procession
which was obstructed by po-
lice near Monno Textfle Mills
Limited.

Six serfously injured per-
sons were admitied to the

Tongi Hospital,

Star Report

Born i1 1792, Gloacchino
Antonto Rossecini was an unfor-
lunale man. Dy the time the
Italian composcr died in | 868,
he should have cnjoyed 76
birthdays. Insicad he had just
19.

lie was born on Fcbruary 29
in & leap yoeurt

For the othcer 57 years, the
unfortunate Hosscini had 1o

ul up with the month of
having only 28 days.

This leap day thing has
come around this ycar and
people born on February 29
are crichrating their birthdays
which they could not for the
past three years. Today,
Saturday, s Jlt 60th day of
1992 and there are 3068 days
left in the yenr.

The problem is that i is the
normal thing for Fcbruary o
have 28 days. Aciually, a nor
mal year has 368.2422 days
and not just 368 5 As & re-
sult, the fraction of a day, eor
sbout six hours, adds up 1o a
full day cvery fourth year, and
i becomes a 366-day year. The
extra is added 0 February
as it s shortest month of a
yuar.

February 29 18 certainly a
bad day even o get married.
No ceicbration for a straight
three yecars, says A K M
Mohsin. The wedding star
smiled on The Daily Star's
Chiel Photographer on
February 29 and he eclebrales
today his second marriage an-
niversary in cighl ycars.

English King Henry V1L,
who from 1509 o 1547,
took pity on the leap day folks
and a law marking
February 28 their birihdays
during non-leap ycars.

Howcver, it is doubtiul if
the |lalian Rosseini took much
notice of Henry VIil's law as
the English monarch had bro-
ken ofl relations with Rome
afler quarreling with the Pope.

And 1o begin with a lcap day
an anon us saying crosscs
the mind — "Leap year is when
February has a day that §s cven
rarer than a day in June.”

Directive to open
Rohingya accounts

in missions abroad

All Bangladesh missions
abroad have been directed to
open accounts immediately to
receive donations for the
Myanmar rclugees, reports
UNB.

Official sources yestcrday
said that the missions had also
been asked o receive contri-
butions from both individuals
and organisations for the same.

B:kndglnduh has rccently
appe to the international
community to come forward In
support of the tens of thou-
sands of the Rohingya Muslims
who crossed into the country
to escape perseculion by the
Maynmar military junta.

Mcanwhile, a comprehen-
sive programme for providing
reliel to the Rohingya refugees
sheltered in Bangladesh is ox-
pected to be finalised within a
couple of days.

The programme (s being
desig to cope with the in-
creasing number of refugees
from Myanmar, Reliel Scere-
tary M Abdul Hakim said
Friday.

Special cabinet
meet on KAFCO

Star Special
- An emergency mecting of
the Cabinet to discuss the
Karnaphuli Fertilizer Company
(KAFCO) fssuc was held last
evening with Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia in the chair.

The decision to hold (he
meeting was communicated to
ministers available in Dhaka
with no indication on the
agenda.

Sources say that in the
backdrop of a Cabinet reshuflie
absentee ministers got worried
and tried to know the outcome
of the meeting.

The much-talked about
reshullle is expected to be de-
layed, according to the
sources.

Meanwhile, the government
officiale and the foreign share-
holders of KAFCO yesterday
held negotiations In a bid 1o
resolve the crisis.



