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Lucky to be born in Bangladesh' | 12 die in road

By Nadeem Qadir

DHECHUA PALANG CAMP-
1. Cox's Basar., Feb 2T

at this crowded . housing
several thousan fellow
Rohingya Muslims.

"Do not worry, so far child
is fine.” her said
an hour after as she had
handed over the baby to the
pale, but apparently happy
mother

m-mn around mur-

murdered,
Burmese troops.

Amid some reliel alter the
child's de . the baby’s
aunt, Zohura tun, said an:
grily: "We came here to save
pur lives and chastity....

Burmese were raping
Muslim Rohingya women en
masse.”

Then she cried and nar:
rated how 'the beasts' raped
her and others in their
home In Mongdu across
border in Burma. "Even a 12-

old girl from a neighbour's
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The refugees. mostly from
poor farming families, are
for survival in the
Hakim Mondol, offi-
cer-in-char :;L‘the camp,
camp 50 s
traw, bamboo mats
sheets which are

giving them occa-
wheat and rice besides
oil. pulses and biscuits with
the help of local Red Crescent
Socicty”. Mondol said, adding
that government doctors with
volunteers from private organi-

sations were medical
aid to the re "as far as
possible.”

Several local non-govern-
mental organisations [(NGOs)
like the Gonoshastha Kendra
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Employees and drivers of Bangladesh Secretariat locked the gates to the Secretariat

and the Muslim Aild

Bangladesh are already work-
ing to help the refugees in the
camps.,

Daud -uz-Zaman Chowdhury.
Deputy Commissioner of Cox's
Bagzar, said he had asked pri-
vale tons to give de-
talls of what they wanted o
offer for the

"We will take what s
reeded and suitable for distri-
bution as relief.” he said.

"Foreign humanitarian or-
ganisations have to get -
ernment clearance for

camps on their own, he
Don't ask me, ask the Home
and Foreign Ministers.”
Members of the Medicines
Sans Frontiers (MSF or
Doctors Without Borders) said
restrictions hampered their
planning and that sanitation
conditions were ‘dramatic’ in

the camps.

"The sanitation condition in
the camps is dramatic and un-
less immediate steps are taken
there is every possibility ol a
serious outbreak of diarrhoea,
which has already hit 75 per
cent of the patients treated.”
Dr Clements Viasich said in
Cox's Bazar.

He said 34 of 75 patients
he treated on one day had di-
arrhoea apd most were chil-

dren aged under five years.
Skin diseases and respira-
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yeésterday afternoon to protest an untoward incident involving a Secretariat driver and on-

duty police personnel.
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Rail, road barricade

in Rajshahi

HAJSI AL, Feb 27 1 A com
plete rail and road barricade
programmec was obscrved here
today in support of Ganatantrik
Chhatra Oikya's [GCO) call for
withdrawal of [false cascs
against their 60 student lcad-
ers, reporis UND.

Responding Lo the call, all
types of vchicles were off the
road and rall communications
in the district remained dis-
rupted from midnight
Wednesday.

The GCO., an alllance of
sceven lef] leaning student or-
ganisations called for the pro-
gramme al a mecting at RU
campus lasl wocek,

Bangladesh Islami Chhatra
Shibir filed the allcged lalse
cascs for killing four of (s
workers in a scrics of clashes
on RU campus during the last
threc years.

From carly morning various
student groups brought oul

BAF fire power
demonstration

concludes

MADIIUPUR (Tangail), Feb
27: The annual firc power
demonstralions of Bangladesh
Alr Force (BAF) concluded at
?ﬂf, firing range today, rcports

Prime Minister Degum
Khaleda Zia witncssed the
ground-to-air firing cxcrcise as
the chicl guest.

On arrival at the f[iring
range, Begum Zia was recetved
by the chief of Air Stall Air
Vice Marshal Altal llossain
Choudhury.

Various types of BAF jet
fightcrs and helicopters
participated in the hour-long
firing demonstralions.

processions on Lhe campus
and pul barricades in and
around the city to make their
Programme a success,

No classcs or examinations
were held during the blockacde
hours from 6 am to 12 noon
today.

The pickelers put up barri-
cades on rail tracks ncar
Rajshahi University stlation,
damaged a BRTC bus, a motor
cycle and attacked the local
radio rclay tower office,

They damaged the Dhaka-
bound BRTC bus from
Chapainawabganj al 12.30 pm
ncar C&l3 office.

KAFCO
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Minister, yesterday held a
meeting with senfor officials in
preparalion for today's mect-
ing.

Bangladesh [aces cnormous
pressure from various quarters
lo scttle the issue by carly next
month.

The World Bank has also
expressed concern at the delay
in the settlement,

"We arc particularly con-
cerncd ... that the current dif-
ficulties with the project
could have wider ramifications
in terms of discouraging for-
cign investments,” the WI3 in a
letter to Bangladesh govern-
ment last Novemboer sadd.

Freedom Party
pandal attacked

From Our Correspondent

GAZIPUR, Feb 27: A pandal
of Frcedom Party at a local
maidnnrugnn set on fire by a
group of young men last night
at about 1.30 am. &

Khaleda
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datling democracy, restored
through a bloody struggle by
the people. "People arc ready
to resist and punish those who
would resort to terrorism and
anarchy to foil the process of
institutionalising dcmocracy,”
she remarked.

In her 18-minute specch,
Begum Zia reminded that the
country was libcrated through
a long sitruggle thal started
with the Language Movement
and people of all spheres of life
sacrificed for the indcpen-
denee of the country.

"Countlrymen hoped [ree-
dom in all aspcels in an inde-
pendent country. But demoe-
racy was destroyed soon afler
the Liberation. They shed
blood again lo reslore democe-
racy so it is now cverybody's
responsibility to work for cs-
tablishing rights of the peo-
ple.” the PM statced.

The IPPrime Minister said
she was optimistic.  that her
governmenl would be able 1o
lcad the country lowards sclf-
rcliance [ prople’'s support
continued. She sald her gov-
ernment inherfted a shattered
cconomy.

UNI adds: Darrister Abdus
Salam Talukder cautioned the
pcople against those who onee
cstablished onc-party rule in
the name of democracy and
again resorted o creating con-
fusion aboul the democratie
government,

Tariqul Islam sald Awami
League was now demanding
trial of Jamaatl leader Golam
Azam bul had sought his sup-
port" before joining the 1986
clection under the autoeratie
regime ol Ershad, :

Barrister Rafiqul Islam Miah
sitid Lthes BNP government was
determined Lo establish an ex-
ploflation-free socicly.

In his presidehiial sprech,
Mirza Abbas demanded severe

| punishment Lo deposed prest-
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dent Ershad for his misdeeds.

A procession was brought
out afltcr the rally, which pa-
raded cily thoroughfarcs and
dispersed at Kakrail,

Activated carbon
industry opens

IRAIIMANDARIA, Feb 27: A
new industry which will pro-
duce aclivaled carbon [rom
rice. husk was formally opencd

} here loday, reports UNI.
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tory infections were also seri-
ous problems in the camps.

Viasich said.
Catherine Lefebure, also of
MSF, said pey thl-

Rahman sald adding that they
have “litthe more than a month

before the monsoon starts.”

Local doctors said children

of Cox's Bazar in the north and
fishing town of Teknaf in the
south near the border with
Burma.

Internal clashes
leave 2 JCD, BCL

workers injured
By DU Correspondent

Two aclivists of the
Jatiyatabadi Chhatm Dal QCD)
and the Chhatra Loaguce [S:A)
were assaulicd in different in-
cidents at  the Dhaka
University campus Thursday.

Bablu a JCD leader and vice
president of the Madar Bakhs
llall Student Union of the
Rajshahi Universily, was
bealen up by a group of
unidentificd young men (n
front of the Lecture Theatre of
Dhaka University yesterday at
1.20 pm.

Sources said that the inci-
dent of assaulting was allegedly
by rchated 1o the internal clash
of the JCD.

In a different incident at
the Zahurul llug tall of the
university a DBCL (S-A) activist
Shahc Alam was scriously in-
jured in a clash between two
groups of the BCL (S-A),

Shahe Alam rccetved serd-
ous heind injury and was taken
lo a privale chinic.

Biman
From Page | Col B
nounced on October last year.

The previous contract of
115 pilots of the national air-
lines expired in June last year
but has nol yet been rencwed.

Managing Director of
Bangladesh Biman and BAPA
president led the respective
side during the threec-hour
mecting.

A Biman oflicial said that
the ncgotiation will continuec.
Both the management and

BAPA lcaders would mect again
next woecek, he added.

England emerge
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Freitas cach claimed three
wickets for England and Lewis
was named man-of-the -malch.

Commenitators say England
is now the favouritc 1o win the
tournament afller defending
champion Australia suflfcred

successive losses o New
Zealand and South Alrica.
Pakistan improved its

record to 1-1 with a compre-
hensive B53-run win  over
Zimbabwe at Bcllerive Oval in
Hobart.

Aamir Schall cracked 114
runs from 136 balls as Pakistan
made 254 for four from its 50
overs.

Zimbabwe quickly fell be-
hind the required run-rate and
could only score 20] for scven
in rcsponse.

Sri Lanka, which has a 1-1
record, faces India, which is O-
1, at Mackay fn. the only match
scheduled for Friday, ahead of

a busy weekend,
The West Indics plays
Zimbabwe in [Urisbane on

Saturday, with Ncew Zealand
playing South Africa in
Auckland.

On Sunday, Pakistan plays
England in Adclaide and
Australia plays Indfa in
Brisbane.

(Detailed stories on page 8).

UNHCR plan
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refugees would keep on in-
creasing as more and more
pecople arc arriving [from
Arakan, the wcestern provinee
of Myanmar,

Mecanwhile, the Australian
governmenl announced an
emergeney reliefl fund of 2.5
lakh Australian dollars to assisl
the Rohingya refugees, accord-
ing to an embassy press re-
lcase. ’

The cittzens of Kuwail have
also donated 3 lakh US dollars
lo assisl the refugees, Forcign
Oflice sources quoting Kuwait
embassy sadd here today.

accidents

By Staff Correspondent

At least twelve porsons
were killed in scparale moad
mishaps in Lhe couniry on
Wed and Thursday.

in lwo persons were
killed when they were run
over al Oulshan and Mirpur. A
ten-year-old girl, Maina, was
smashed under the wheels of a
truck al Mirpur Darus Salam
while crossing the road. The
truck could not be traced.

A rickshaw pullcr, Shamsul
Haq (30) died when a truck
(Dhaka Meciro Na 9378)
smashed his rickshaw ncar
Culshan. The driver was ar-
rested by the Guishan police.

Our Correspondent from
Narayangan| adds * Four per-
sons were killed and 40 in-
jured when a truck collided
with (wo minibuscs on the
Dhaka Chittagong highway at
Chhanalpara ncar Stddhirgani.

The dead are Ershad AN
(46), Mantrul Islam (32) and
two unidentificd males of about
the age of 40.

The mintbuscs (Dhaka
Metro Da 9108 and Dhaka Na

jured when a

Bahrain

From 1 Col 8
programmes of the govern-

ment o uaphift the overall Iving
condlition of the people. Tl
menlfoned the Inftiatives
taken o develop the vast hu-
man resources o atllract for-
cign investmentl. lle also
bricfed Shatkh Khalifa about
the current influx of Myanmar
Muslim reflugecs inlo
Bangladesh and (the conse-

quent impact on the country’s

The DBahraint Farclgn
Minisicr the gquality of
Bangladesh's manpowcer and
assurcd that Bahrain would
look forward to Bangladesh as
a source of recruitment of
MOre Manpower.

lle also cxpresscd his ap-
mnlhen of the predicament

by the Dangladeshi’ gov-
crnment in its bid 10 support
the Myanmar refugees frog s
limiled resources.

[Ioth the Jorcign ministcrs
also agreed to cstablish soon a
Joinl Economic - Commission
WEC) of the two counirics.

The Bangladcesh Foreign
Minister extendoed invitation to
Shaikh Khalifa to wisil
Bangladcsh at the earlicst op-
portunily.

2880) going from Dhaka were
overtaking atl high speed when
the » truck (Dhaka Ja
9142) from the opposite di-
rection rammed Lhe buses. All
the jour persons died on the

Police said that enc of the
unidentificd man might be the
driver of a minfbus. |lowever,
the other drivers managed to

u:-?_z.
injured pcrsons have
been admilled 10 Dhaka
Medical Collcge Ilospital
(DMC11) and other :

Siddhirganj police has
scized all the whicles and a
casc has been filed.

Our Correspondent from
Gaftbandha adds : Six persons
were killed and 28 others in-
bus
plunged iInto a roadside diich
on [ogra-Rangpur highway
ncar Palashbart Wednesday.

The driver reportedly lost
conilrol ol the wehicle. of
the victims died on the s
while the others suecu o

their injurics at the hospital.

Muslim envoys
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Wednesday by briefling
iwenly licads of
Mission.

Bangladesh’s appeal (o the
United Nalions for assistance
to the refugees and Lthe re-
sponsc by Lhe Unfled, Nations
High Commissioner for
Re wore also mentionod
to the Teads of Mission.

The scverity of the problem
was undcrsiandably apprect-
ated by Lhe Islamie counirics,
whose cnvoys allended 1he
bricling Thursday.

The Kuwaiti Ambassador in
Bangladcesh Mohammnd Najran
sadd many Kuwallis were rads-
ing moncy in thetr individual
capacily for the Myanmar
Muslim rclugees now shel-
tered in DBangladesh.

They have already collected
a substantial amount and the
drive is continuing, the
Ambassader informed the
Bangladesh government.

It is lcarnt that Bangladesh
has choscn 1o keep the forvign
governnmicnts abreast with the
refugee stluation when more
and morc refugees are pournng
into the country giving the
problcm an alarming 1urn.
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The Midnight File
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Direct rule in Kashmir
NEW DELIN, Feb 27: The Indian parllamcnt approved to-
day a six-month exicnsion of direct rulec over Kashmir by New
Deihi, as a minister dended allcgations human rights violations
in the northern state. Both houses voled for the

motion secking the extension of direct rule for another six
months from March 2, when the presenl tcrm expires, re-

poris AFTD.

Nagorno-Karabakh truce
breaks down

MOSCOW, Feb 27:
and missilc balteries

with atiack-hc tanks

tn:hyll-;tt:mdlnhunm-ﬂdm;eﬂnh

the disputed trans-Caucasian cenclave of Nagorno-Karabakh,

gﬁﬂl

poris Reulcr.

the door to full-scale war. Armenia and Azcrbafjan
each other for the breakdown in the ceascfire, re-
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tonad Mvurity. G mackd wwn-
ston, upset raditional Askn
notions of morality or niake Jo-
cal stations redundant.

On the gucstion of having
an open sky, the pusition of
the government loday Is ‘no’
for various reasons, Makyskan
Information Minister
Mohanwd Mahowl sald, “These
include guesitions of sevcurity
and content of programnws,”

Predominantl Muslim
Malaysia, which bans screen
nudily and progrummes thal
0 Islamibc sensitivities, has
bannced privaie satcllite dishes
used 10 reecive direet welevi
slon broadcansts, vxecpl lJor
ministers and the royally.

Singgipore bans home own-
vrship of salcllite dishes bul
wllows flamnclal companics o
have them. I s fncing the iwew
crn by privatising the stale
owiwd Singapore Hrowmdeasting
Corp (SUC) and forcign ul-
Manevs with forcign chamels,

This ullows SIHC 10 dewlop
vxporiise and raisce revenue,
while retaining some  govern-
ment control over progriom-
ming,

No satclhic wihevision firnms
have tdken ofl yet in Manila ba
woalthy Fillpinos and Tive-star
hotls hiwe bought dishes for
nboul BOO dollars, giving wc-
ecss o chavwwls such us CNN.

Mantla has no policy on
salcllie wievision, "We can’l
really do anything 1w stop it i
il spronds”, an official said,

Tatwun has ried unsue-
cessfully o crack down on
satcllite television, even raid -
cable  elevision

Satellite TV

firms w0 snap wircs. The ser-
vieuvs are 'lll-ll-lh‘ reconnovicd
within hours.

Snull dishes used 1o turne In

to s satcellile programmes
are legal but medium and large
divhes permitting reception of
CNN and Star-TV are
Officials say Tatwan plans ©
vase Lhe restriciions seon.
" Perhaps the couniry most
worricd aboul salciMic wicvl-
sion is China whouse monopoly
over stale-run wicvision has
lell onc billion vicwers bored
with undiluied propaganda
vrankod owl In His nows llcms,
documientarics and soap op-
LTI

ifing last month ordered
lourist hotels to unhook Hnks
o Star-TV. No rcasons wore
Kivin,

China is launching a cable
Wwlevision scrvice In cl-
Hes us an instrument of con-
irel. It s for agreements
with Suar- and othcr sla-

Uons (o alr progranwnes scloe-
tively.

Analysis say thal unloss it
provides a more atirsctive mix
of prugramnws, the venture is
dovnwd w0 allure,

Muny in seuthern China
spurn state ickvision and tune
I 4 llong Kong sialions,
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