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Dashing Hopes for
ME Peace

The United States has been much more pre-
cise than most experts expected in reiterating its
to the settlement of Russian Jews by
Israel in occupted Arab territories. During a con-
g:tnn.l hearing on Tuesday, the Secretary of
James Baker said that Washington would
grant Israel 10 billion dollar in loan guarantees
only f froze settlements. including
homes already under construction.

Mr Baker had spoken on the subject before,
country's opposition to the set-
policy pursued by Tel Aviv. A new ele-
ment in his latest statement is the reference to

under construction” which shouid
n, if Israel sought the loan guaran-
ashington. This was what Palestinians
for, more or less as a condition for
joining the fourth round of talks on the Middle
East in Washington. In this sense, Mr Baker, the
the peace negotiation. has met the
at least half way, il not more.

As ter of expediency, Tel Aviv may well
agree to freeze all new Jewish settlements in oc-
cupied Arab territories and halt work on homes
already under construction. But for how long?
Having opened (ts gates wide for Jewish
immigrants from the former Soviet Union and
East European countries, Israel must now find
homes and jobs for the new arrivals, even at the
cost of original inhabitants, the Arabs, who live in
the territories. The latest estimates put the
number of new settlers at 100,000, among
1.75 million Palestinians in the occupied West
Bank and Gaza Strip. Israel says that it will dis-
cuss the question of settlements after three years
when the final status of the territory will be de-
termined. It is obvious, as feared by Palestinians,
that Tel Aviv is determined to change the demo-
graphic composition of the Gaza Strip and the
West Bank during the coming three years. By
then, Israel may well control so much of the land
in the occupied territories that there will be
nothh;g left to negotiate about. Herein lies the
crux of the problem and the dilemma facing the
Palestinians, the Arab states and the interna-
tional community,

What kind of concessions can the Palestinians
make to put a new lease of life into the talks? One
cannot expect them to close their eyes to the
grim fact. underscored by Yitzhak Shamir, that
Israel will not abandon its policy of establishing
new settlements "in this or that part of the land
of Israel." The statement clearly means that re-
gardless of Washington's present position. as out-
lined by Mr Baker before the US Congress, Israel
has no intention of changing its policy on the
subject. The most it will do js to gain time to
keep Washington in good humour,

The international community must make up
its mind as to the rights of the Palestinians in
their own land. Many western nations. not to
mention the Third World countries, have ac-
cepted these rights and have argued with Tel Aviv
to exchange territory for peace and thus begin a
new chapter in its relationship with its Arab
neighbours and the Palestinian people. This is

what the current peace talks are all about. If Tel
Aviv continues to pursue a rigid line on the
question of settlement of Jéwish immigrants, the
hope of any breakthrough in search of a lasting
compromise will end in vain.

Drug Trafficking at ZIA

An 18-year-old American girl was arrested at
Zia International Airport for alleged drug traffick-
ing on Tuesday. The recovery of three kg and 300
grammes of heroin from her is the third such
haul in just five months. One lurking suspicion is
that more such cases have gone undetected. But
then the only international airport of ours is not
the only transit point in the country; several
other points well connected with land and sea
routes seem to have made this land a happy haven
for the drug traffickers to carry out their illegal
trade. That a Nigerian ddred carry with him as
much as 30 kg of heroin once is an ample proof
of the laxity of surveillance at the airport.

But it is not a question of laxity alone, ZIA is

pitifully running short of the facilities reguired
for dealing with drug trafficking through it. Not
only has it not a single sneaking dog for drug de-
tection but facilities for a chemical test of urine
to conclusively prove whether one has pills of
drug in-the stomach are also lacking. On top of
this — and surprisingly — the Customs at ZIA is
inadequately manned. Another vital point that has
received little attention is the training for the
men and women responsible for surveillance en-
compassing the on-the-spot checking, knowledge
of drug dealers in the incoming flights and possi-
ble destinations of drugs carried by the traffick-
ers.
We wish we could challenge the view that ZIA
and for that matter the entire routes of
Bangladesh are a very weak spot for carrying out
the illegal .drug business. It has become a
favourite transit point en route to European des-
tnations from the Golden Triangle and even the
Golden Crescent — the two major sources of
drugs. In the process. however, the Bangladesh
domestic market for opium has become consid-
erably large. It is not at all surprising, therefore.
that the number of drug addicts, according to the
government estimate — which is rather conserva-
tive — has been put at 200,000. The danger
posed by the increasing drug addietion for a poor
country like ours Is so potentially annihilating
that the routes of drug trafficking have to be
plugged soon enough. No matter how big the
challenge is. It has to be taken up in close co-
operation with international communities. After
all, it is a common problem for all the peoples
throughout the globe. And that is a good reason
why help will be forthcoming, provided that we
ourselves have made our option clear in dealing
with the problem as efficiently as it demands.
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HE 103-member Non-

m Movement
( is reasses
its position in Internationa

relations. At a ministerial
meeting just held here 10
discuss an action plan for the
t-Cold War era. 83 of the
members present
that the movement should go
on.
Delegates were aware that
NAM has falled, particularly
over the last decade. to make a

mi:unt impact on world

Critica argue that the
Movement has unable to

of special concern to
the developing countries.
Some ht-;mn talked of dis-
solving Movement.

But when t. a founder
member. put florward the
notion that NAM should merge
with its offshoot. the Group of
77. on the ground that eco-
nomic issues were paramount,
the other 53 members reacted
with stunned silence. They had
come to Cyprus neither to

praise nor to bury non-align-
ment.

The response was defen-
sive. of the 170 dele-
dates.. ng several of the
20 foreign ministers present.
suggested that Egypt was
acting on behalfl of United
States.

Washington has always sub-
scribed to the opinion of
Secre of State John Foster
Dulles non-alignment, as
equidistance between the US
and Soviet poles, was
“tmmoral”. And now that the
US 1s the sole remaining pole,
non-alignment is “immoral
because it indicates a certain
distancing from the Bush
Administration’'s "new world
order”.

Having agreed that NAM
should survive the Larnaca
meeting. members were asked
to consider enrolling four of
the former Soviet Central
Astan Republics — Azerbatjan.
Turkmenistan. Tadjikistan and
Uzbekistan — as full members,
Germany and China as “obser-

Non-ah

Ohaka, Friday, February 28, 1982 T

The Non-aligned Movement was the product of the Cold War. As Cold War-dominated
politics disappear the 103-member movement is reassessing its position. At a ministerial
meeting called to discuss the new situation it was agreed to put the South’'s interests onto
the global agenda by strengthening the UN. However, lack of strong leadership may render
the movement ineffective.

vers” and the Netherlands as a
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take over from the pre-
sent chairman. Y :
which. because of its own do-
mestic has allowed
NAM to drill. rudderiess.
during Belgrade's entire tcrm

in office.

To prevent a repetlition of
this situation. proposals 1o
creale a co-chairman or
“troika” of past. serving and
future chairmen — like the
European Community presi-
dency — and for the setting up
of a permanent secretariat
were put forward 1o be consid-

The Non-aligned Movement

THE CHALLENGES OF THE NINETIES-II
Needed Unity around National Consensus on Basic Goals

HE "Task Forces™ set
I up under the care-
taker government,
which had drawn upon the
professional skills and ex-
perience of some 250 of the
best and the brightest among
the experts of Bangladesh in
different fields. had spelt out
some of the goals that could be
consensus goals for the
decade. These goals Include: a
minimum 5.5 per cent rate of
growth; a minimum annual
growth rate of around 4 per
cent for Iture. 8 per cent
for industry, and 6 per cent for
the services sector and an in-
creasc in exports at an average
rate of B per cent a year.
Consensus goals presented by
the Task Force on poverty rec-
ommended Poverty Alleviation
Programmes for the decade of
the nineties, which would in-
clude: (i) Universal Primary
School Facilities, (if) Universal
Seco School Facilities.
(iif) Primary Health Care
Facilities, (iv) Income support
for destitute female-headed
households, [v) Housing pro-
gramme for homeless desti-
tutes and (vi) Employment
guarantee schemes for the
most vulnerable bottom 10 per
cent. The total cost of these
programmes is estimated to be
Tk. 1807 crore for the period
1990-1995 and Tk. 2372
crore for the period 1995-
2000,

It was expected that a
democratic Government which
had emerged through a united
movement would bring about a
basic change in the state of
governance involving and in-
spiring the people and would
be able to take bold inftiatives
in reviving the economy,

restoring the rule of law and
bringing about significant im-
pruvement in the field of edu-
cation. This remains the peo-

ple’s priorities. It is a matter of

Sir, There was bill seeking
the raise of benefits of the MPs
which will cost an additional
amount of Taka 3.0 crore per
year. If passed, an extra
amount of Taka 90,909.09 per
MP will get spent apart from
the existing benefits they are
already Bangladesh is
one of the world's poorest
countries; we have a heavy
burden of debts on our
shoulder, and that is going to
be repaid out of the taxes paid
by us, the people. not by the
for ‘fortunate’ MPs.

Some of the MPs rate
themselves as senior than the
Sccretaries in Ministries: why
such controvefsy? You are
elected by vote. and there
should not be any doubt about
your status. Maybe sometimes
your educational and other
qualifications are lacking. but
you are our elected represen-
tatives to the Parllament and
thus your status s above any
Government servant.

The MPs are bestowed with

ered by the ministerial meet-
ing in Bali in April and the
autumn summit in Jakana.

But neither multiple chair-
manship nor a secretariat will
provide NAM with leadership
— a quality lacking ever since
the last commitied leader of
the non-aligned. Indtan Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi, was
assassinated in 1984. There s
no leader of her stature on the
horizon and India. as the
largest non-aligned country,
rE refused to take a leading

Delegates agreed to dis-
agrec about the Movement's
role. Three distinct
emerged. The first. led
Egypt and Cyprus and includ-
ing Indonesia and Syria,
favonrs cooperation with the
West

The second comprises the
countries which would like to
confront the US but dare not
do so because of economic and
political vulnerability, The
most inflluential s India.
Others include Palestine.
ZAmbabwe and :

Algerian Foreign Minister
lakhdar Brahimi spoke for
both groupings when he urged
NAM to take Washington's
‘new  world order Into
account” since its “superiority
is a fact.” These two groups
stress NAM's role as a sort of
trade union of the disadvan-
taged - engaged in collective
bargaining over the world's
resources with the afMuent,
advan Western powers.

The third grouping consists
of countries ke lran, Irag.
Yemen, Cuba and Li whrl‘tl
insist that NAM should. in the
words of lranian Foreign
Minister Ali Akbar Velayati,

“confront the of the
West.” Thetr o t is to use
NAM as a shield against the
us

This group advocates that
NAM adopt an aggresstve anti-
Western political stand in
order to prevent the imposi-
ﬂ of W ‘s "order” on

non . | delegate
Wasim Zahawi wa that this
new “order” seemed to be
characterised by “neo-colontal
interventionism™ rather than
"internationalism”™ and the rule
of the law.

No delegate at the meeting
conceived of practicing non-

ment as Ms founder,

fan Prime Minister Jawa-
harlal Nehru, intended: as the
exercise of “independence of
judgement” in foreign
rather than the
practice of “equidistance”
between the two Cold War
power bloes.

The present political focus
of the non-aligned is on the
issue of nuclear proliferation.
the development of of
mass destruction, man
rights abuses and violation of
democratic norms.

All NAM members consider
outside intervention, particu-
larly in these arcas. a»
infringement of sovereignty
and |nterference in their
internal affairs. Their fear of
interventiont in the name of
the “new world order” could
compel them to come
to some purpose and to
some practical measures for
collective defence

most concerns the non-aligned
at this juncture is the preoe-
cupation of the West with the
economies of eastern Europe

concern that the Governmeni
instead of seeking to imvolve
everyone in a consensus ap-
proach to build democracy and
to deliver the fruits of democ-
racy to the people is acting in
a partisan manner. Major pol-
icy issues and legislation are
not being fully debated in
Parliament and in public.
Major policy decisions are be-
ing taken abruptly or not being
taken at all. Legislation by
Ordinance is taking place in
cases where there is no justifi-
cation for such abrupt legisla-
tion by-passing Parliament.
The result is continuing eco-
nomic stagnation. deteriora-
tion in the law and order sit-
uation and deepening crists in
educational institutions. Ques-
tlons are being raised about
the neutrality of the law-
enforcing agencies. We must
take serfous note of these mat-
ters and press together for
adoption of corrective mea-
sures immediately.

The challenges of ‘the
nineties. therefore. call for ur-
gent adoption of the necded
corrective measures and for
agreement on clearly -defined
national goals and priorities 1o
be pursued during the decade.
We cannol remain adrift as a
nation. The direction in which
we are to move must be set. A
Chinese proverb says, “A jour-
ney of a thousand miles begins
with the first step™. The first
step has to be taken in the
right direction, if the journey
is to take us to the desired
destination. ParHament itsell
and other ‘public fora should
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the responsibility to look after
the interest of respective
constituencies; but what they
arc in reality doing? They can
spend millions during election
period: why they are so eager
to spend more money from the
Exchequer. The Government s
the caretaker of the
Exchequer, not its owner to
spend it as to their wishes and
to pass any bill to suit their
interests which might even
against the interest of the poor
people, who have elected them
to the Parlfament. After. about
an year of the democratic
Government aclivities, people
are in doubt, whether 1t
Government is for the people
or the people are for lll::c
Government.

The Minister and opposi-
tion leaders are frequently
holding meetings on busy
roads causing serious traffic
problems without any attention
towards discipline. The
GCovernment is paying little
heed to the illogical strikes:
people want to see drastic and
immediate action against such
disturbing activities. Dem-

accord the highest prority to
the task ol achicving a consen-
sus on national goals and prior
ities for the nineties. This
permits of no delay.
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Once the direction is set,
specific annual targets will
have to be fixed. When doing
so people must be taken into
confidence. Only through their
invelvement in the process of
establishing the priorities and
targets., will they become
committed to the realisation of
those goals and targets. The
uphill cimb from despair and
dependence to dignity .and
self-rellance will require a
spiril of sacrifice and sense of
dedication. such as the entire
nation demonstrated in 1971
and once again during the
united movement (n 1990
Only by reviving this spirit. will
we be able w rise above narrow
personal and group interests
and to commit ourselves to
national goals. The revival of
this spirit will help in the cre-
ation of a new ethic and a
new sense of social responsi-
bility. We could then expect
the much-needed increase in
productivity, and in the rate of
domestic savings, as well as
mobilization of domestic re-
sources. This would also con-
tribute towards elimination of
waste and misuse and mis-al-
location of resources. Maxi-
mum utilization of capacity and
of our resources avoiding
cost and time overruns {in
project implementation would
be among some of the results
we could expect from a revived
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scnse of natonal purpose.

How can we revive the
spirit of national unity and
solidarity and a sense of na-
tonal purpose? | belicve we
can use the same methods
which have succeeded in the
past namely to create broad-
based unity around a national
consensus on certain basic
goals. There could be an
carnest appeal o political
leaders. to the Government
and the opposition. to sit to-
gether to take stock of the na-
tional situation and 1o agree on
national priorities. As con:
scious citizens. we can mo-
bilise support among profes-
sional and other people’s orga-
nizations and concerned citi-
zens in efforts atmed at devel-
oping consensus. The Reports
of the Task Forces and other
documents prepared by pro-
fessional experts could provide
uscful materials for the pur-
posc. The common object
would be to contribute to the
process of consensus-building
on national goals.

I'would also suggest a num-
ber of concrete and specific
infiatives which Government,
political parties in opposition.
professional and other people's
organizations and conscious
citizens, could take to bring
about a concerted national
drive to cure ourselves of the
sicknesses which have been
handed down to us from the
previous corrupt authoritarian
order.

I would urge that through
discusstons. the Government
and the political parties in op-
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ocracy doesn't mean ‘full
liberty’. It may be noted:
"Absolute liberty refers to ab-
sence of liberty.” And MPs and
for that matter the
Government are elected to
look after the interest of the

people,

Quazl Reza-ul Hoque
Advocate, Supreme Court,
Divakan,

Police PR

Sir. The Police Department
appears to be rather modest in
publicising its achievements in
its day-to-day work. This might
help in changing its adverse
public tmage. BTV could allot
30 minutes a month to law and
order activities; including the
activities of other law enforc-
ing agencies such as the
Customs/Excise, border pa:
trols, VDP and the Ansars.

For example, when the
drivers of killer trucks/buses
are rmﬂ. the news ftem of
the acc t is not followed up
to satisfy the public curiosity as
to what punishment was
meted out to the culprits by
the court.

Why there is a complete
bluckout of the followup news?
In this case our investigating
press reporters cannot escape
part of the blame — to keep
the readers informed. Such
news might have some deter-
rent effect. and also boost pub-
lic confidence in the increas-
ing efficiency of the public
services.

A Mawaz,
Dhadaa,

Mirpur : an appeal

Sir. Mirpur has become a
hell for the residents due to
different groups of eriminals,

anti-social, drug addicts,
thugs. and also murderers —

who openly move everywhere I

terrorising the whole area.

It is not practicable for one

officer with little force to con-
trol this vast township where
thousands of houses are
forcibly occupied and dwelt by
these muggers.
The area should be combed
by the law enforcing agencies
and made a peaceful abode for
the innocent citizens.

A resident of Mirpur Section ).

position. could agree on cer-
tain natonal survival goals and
priorities and undertake to co-
operate in implementing those
goals. Each of the parties will
be under a duty to use all its
powers to persuade its sup-
porting organizations wviz,,
workers’ organizations. peas-
ant’'s organizations, youth and
student organizations. o strive
their utmost to achieve these
goals.

To reinforce the efforts of
the political parties. profes-
sional and other people's orga-
nizations and conscious citi-
zens could. after discussions in
depth in their own forum.
adopt a Charter of national
Solidarity and Cooperation
pledging to work together 1o
achieve the agreed national
goals. The Charter would re-
mind everyone of his/her spe-
cific responsibilities and tasks
and of the need to cooperate
in carrying out the common
tasks. The role of the press
will be important as it must
disseminate and motivate ev-
ery one to work unitedly to
achieve national goals and tar-
gets. :

To strengthen democratic
Institutions. and to cure them
of the diseases inherited from
the past the following concrete
measures arc s ted:

(i) To make Parliament
more eflfective, parllamentary
committees cold take up is-
sues requiring urgent attention
and hold a number of sittings.
open to the public and press,
so that people may be aware of
the progress being made in
identifying critical problems
and the consensus which was
being developed with regard to
their urgent solutions. Some of
these sessions could be similar
to public hearings, held by the
US Senate. where testimony
can be received from con-
cerned indtviduals and organi-
zations and from eminent ex-
perts. Our Constitution by
Article 76 has made a special
provision enabling such testi-
mony to be taken. A special
Parllamentary Committee for
Human Rights, using its inves-
tigative powers effectively,
could play a valuable part in
promoting respect for human
rights.

(11} The constitutional of-
fice of Ombudsman, as envis-
aged by Article 77 of the
Constitution should tmmedi-
ately be established.
Parliament should entrust the
Ombudsman with the respon-
sibilities and powers to investi-
ﬁlt any action taken by any

inistry, publie officer or
statutory public authority, as
well as any gricvances of public
servants or involving educa-
tional institutions, and to dis-
pose of them in a fair and tm-
partial manner. This constitu-
tional institution could help to
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gned will Go for Changes at the UN

Michael Jansen writes from Larnaca, Cyprus

members —

and Japan. as power-
ful industrialised states. and
india. Brazifl and Nigeria. as
larger, more advanced devel-

wslales
Rnunn o the Councidl of
three of its members would,

geous Nehruvian policy of

independent judgemen
" — ﬂ“lﬂtl NEWS

MICHAEL JANSEN is a [ree-
lance journalist ba in
Nicosia

defuse and resolve disagree-
ments between Government
and opposition or other ag-

parties and could also
ensure transparency and
openness. This could enhance
public confidence in the ad-
ministration and also help to
build confidence between the
GCovernment and the opposi-
Lion,

(111) Immediate steps need
to be taken fully to re-establish

* the rule of law as lollows: (a)

Separation of judiciary from
the executive should be

" promptly implemented: (b) In

order to remind the law-en-
forcing agencies of the basic
change that has come about
through restoration of democ-
racy. Parliament may by
unanimous resolution, record
that in a democracy the nation
expects the law-enforeing
agencies to act and enforce the
law with neutrality. No officer
or personnel of any law-enfore-
ing agency is expected W carry
out any unlawful order or to
show any partiality in favour of
any person on the basts of his
political or other affilations.
Any deviation from these fun-
damental norms would consti-
tute a grave offence punishable

law. (c) With a view to the
electronic media. radio and
television, functioning as na-
tional instruments to inform
and motivate the people and
not as partisan media, the
pledge to the nation made in
the declaration of 19
November, 1990. that radio
and television should be en-
trusted to an autonomous
agency, should be imple-
mented without delay. (d) With
regard to the present state of
the universities and educa-
tional institutions, given the
grave concern that is felt by all
sections, including students,
parents, teachers and citizens
at large and society in general,
Parliament may consider
adopting a unantmous resolu-
tion. that the nation
will not tolerate the destruc-
tion of its educational institu-
tions by Induction of arms and
armed ‘'mastans’. The resolu-
tion could urge all teachers,
students and citizens unitedly
to ensure that peace and a
congenial environment s
maintained in all educational
institutions. Concerned citi-
zens could help to promote a
congenial environment in all
educational {institutions
through mobilizing public
opinion, appealing to students
and teachers, by strength-
ening the national consensus
in this matter. A bolder initia-
tive could be kept in view if
the crisis continues to remain
unresolved: concerned citd-
rens — in thousands — could
form a bhuman wall of peace
around the campus of the
Untversity of Dhaka and main-
tain it until the campus s
cleansed of arms and those
who wield them. We could thus
show, as we did during the
movemnent last year. that ordi-
nary citizens need nmur:mdn
helpless bystanders 10 de-
struction of their vital institu-

tions. (Concluded)



