Come to CHITTAGONG Come to |

'BANGKOK THAI RESTAURANT |

ever before.

The anly place for ORIGINAL THAI FOOD & SEAROOD
InCHITTAGONG (NO BRANCH). Please try us and you
will love BANGKOK THA! RESTAURANT more than

1443 ASIAN HICHWAY, OPPOSITE YM.CA. NASIRABAD.
CHITTAGONG. TEL: 226803. Fax: (880) (31) - 225258

VOL. I NO. 44 REGD. NO. DA 783

~ Inside Today
Article

Non-aligned will go for
| changes at the UN

Page 4

| International

Ceasefire in Nagormo-
Karabakh

Page 5

Business

Sick industries body re-
commends tarifT protec-
tion for rubber units

Page 7

Magazine

A centenarian still batt-
ling for a progressive
and true literature —
conversation with Mo-
hammad Nasiruddin,

My World by S M Al;,
Write to Mita and
Rising Stars
Pages 9, 10,11

Metropolitan
Dhaka Day by Day

Of birds and buxom
women

Page 3

NEWS BRIEFS

FBCCI elections
postponed

By Staff Correspondent

The election to the execu-
tive body of the Federation of
Bangladesh Chamber of

Commerce and Industry
(FBCCI) scheduled on February
29 was postponed as per a di-
rective from the Director
(Commerce Organisation) of
the government. a press re-
lease said.

The directive was served in
order to facilitate inclusion of
some more names in the final
voters' Hst

The changed date of the
election will be announced in
due course,

Best 3 Ekushey
book stalls

Bangla Acadcmy Thursday
awarded three best book stalls
of the Ekushcy Book Fair.
Bangla Academy Dircctor-
Gencral Prof M llarun-Ur-
Rashid handed over the first,
sccond and third awards to
Tonatuni’, Danlasya 'Prak-
ashanf’, and "Diswas Sahitya
Kendra' respectively for their
beautiful decoration. The first
prize carried Tk 5,000, the
sccond prize Tk 3,000 and the
Iéh“l:d prize Tk 2,000, rcports

Warrants against
4 Palestinians
PARIS, Feb 27: A French

judge has issued intcrnational

arrest warrants against four
nmen of the radical

group led by Abu
Nidal over a 1988 attacks on a
ferry in the Acgean sca in
which nine lourists dicd, jus-
tice officials said. The war-

rants, equivalent to indiet-
ments; charged four

Palestinians with murder and

attempted murder in the at-
tack on the vesscl, city of

Poros, on July 11, 1988. Some
of the victims were French,

reports Reuter,

Russia to lift all

_ price controls
MOSCOW, Fcb 27: The
Russian government of

President Horfs Yeltsin is Lo BN
almost all r:mini:f price
controls by the end of March,

first Deputly Prime Minister
Yegor gl:élr said loday,
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Meeting marking anniversary of Feb 27 polls

Mandate, not mercy,

1S source of our
power : Khaleda

Prime Minister Khalcda Zia
has accuscd 'those defecated in
last February's polls of acting
in a desperale manner, trying
to create disturbances.

Dismissing opposition
claims that their support has
been helping her government
sustain in powcer, Lhe BNP
chairperson said: "Peoplc
voted BNP to power, we did
nol require anybody's merey,
and we will remain in power
with Lhe people’s support”.

Shc was addressing a large
gathering in Ganatantra Square
in the city ycsterday marking
the first anniversary of the
February 27 general clections
which her y won.

In an oblique reference o
Awami Leaguc egum Zia, the
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Mirza Abbas and Goyeshwar Roy, the President and

By Staff Correspondent

chairpcrson of the rulin

party, said that a party h.ng
supported the ousicd auto-
cratic regime when il caplure
power and helped it cling 1o
power for nine years through
participating polls under the

regime.
"It is BNP which relent-

lessly fought against Lhe auto-
cratic rulers along with the
pcople who voted it [BND) to
power. We are nol alraid of
any quarters threal since the
peoplc arc still with us”, she
said.

BNPs youlth wing Jatiya-
tabadi Jubo Dal erganised the
moeting.

Jubo Dal ['resident and
Mayor of the Dhaka City
Corporation Mirza Abbas, MP

chaired the mecting. Ameon
others, BNP® Secretary Gencra
and LORD and Coopcralives
Minister Abdus Salam
Talukder, Viee-Mrestdent and
Social WeNare and Women
Allairs Minister Tariqul Islam,
Joint Scerclary Gencral and
Works Ministcr Rafiqul Islam,
Jubo Dal Scerctary and State
Minister for Forcst and
Environment Goyeshwar Roy,
Farida | lassan MDD, Bargatullah
Bhulu, MI’, Salahuddin Ahmed
MP, DUCSU General Sceretary
Khairul Kabir Khokon. A num-
ber of Jubo Dal lcaders also
addressed the mecting.

The Prime Ministcr warned
‘those (rying to creale distur-
bances’ in Lthe way of consoli-

See Page 12 Col 3
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Prime Minister Khaleda Zia at the public meeting yesterday.
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anniversary
The first anniversary of

transition to de e
observed Thursday with the
nalion renewing fis pledge to
consolidate democracy, re-
poris [ISS.

onc ycar ago,

On this d
the people -Dl'.l{lil couniry gave
their verdict in favour of
Ban h Natfonalist Party
(BNP) headed by licgum
Khaleda Zia through atr and
free elections held under the

carclaker governmcent of
Acting President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed.

The general clections held
on February 27, 199) marked
the emer of de
after the fall of the autocralic
regime spanning about ninc
ycars. DBangladcsh Natllonalist
Party which obtaincd singlc
majorily in the clections
fermed the government In
March last ycar hcaded by
Begum Khaleda Zia who had
siccred her party through un-
compromising and rcientless
ninc-yecar struggic against the
aulocratic regime of Ershad.

Our stall correspondent

adds: There was, however, no

report of any opposition pro-
gramme lo mark the day.

of Jubo Dal, presenting a commemorative poster to
—Star photo

UNHCR readies relief plan

By Farid Hossain :

Foreign Office
briefs Muslim
€nvoys

. The government Thursday
bricled the Heads of Mission of
the Islamie countries here on
the deterforating problem of
the Myanmar Muslims,.reports
BSS.

Envoys of 14 Muslim em-
bassics were given a graphic
account of the continuing in-
flux of the "Rohingya” refugees
into the Bangladesh territory,
Forcign Oflice sources said.

The beginning of the
Rohingya problem, Dhaka's
ccascless cfforts to tackle the
issuc Lhrough bilateral contacts
and the latest situation of the
exodus of the rcfugees causing
greal pressure on Lhe country
were explained by Additional
Foreign Scerclary A 1
Mahmood Alf to the diplomats.

Thursday's bricling was the
sccond in a scries after the
government infliated the pro-

See Page 12 Col 6

The UNHCR mission dis-
palched to asscss Lhe needs of
Rohingya refugees in
Bangladcsh has almost rom-
plcted its plan of opcration,
sources close to the tcam said
on Thursday.

Head of the 10-me¢mber re-
liel mission Patrick dc Souza
held a mecting with the heads
ol diplomatic missions and the
UN agencics Lo explain the
highlights of the drafl plan.

Souza will leave for Genceva
today (Friday) to discuss the
plan with United Nations [ligh
Commissioner for Relugecs
Sadako Ogata for finalising it.
The final report will form the
basis of an inlcrnational appeal
for helping more than 112,000
rcfugees who have [fled
Myanmar's milftary crackdown.

The sources told The Daily
Star that the plan covered
comprehensive nceds of Lthe
refugees, including shelter,
food, sanitation and modicines.

The lligh Commissioncr has
alrcady granted 1.1 million US
dollars in emergency aid.

According 1o a UNIICR ofTi-
cial about 8 lakh taka has al-
ready been made available with

the district adminfstrations at
Cox's Bazar and Dandarban
mainly to arrange transporta:
tion for the refugees. A plan is
being drawn up for construc-
lion of camps for the refugees
in consultation with the local
government officials,

Mcanwhilc, S Wijcralne,
Officer-in-Charge of the mis-
sion, lcft for his home base
Manila on Thursday alter at:
tending the mectling with the
donors.

He is cxpeclied to come
back soon. Another top
UNIICR official Jamshed Anvar
will arrive first week of next
month to help the mission in
implementing fts reliel pro-
grammcs.

The sources, however, re-
fused Lo say how much maoncy
it had recommiended for the
reliel work.

‘We don't consider it proper
al this momenl to mention any
figure. Bul the draft plan is
bascd on the needs of the
refugees.s sald one UNIICKR of-
ficial acdding Tunds will not be
a problem.

He saikd Lhe needs of the
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Heroin girl's
accomplice
nabbed

By Staff Correspondent

Jessore Police on Thursday
arrcsled a South African na-
tional lrom Benapole border in
conncclion wilth the teen-aged
Amecrican drug trafTicker ar-
rested on Tucsday.

Sarsha Police from Jessore
said Robert Blankson was about
to leave the country through
Benapole border. Sarsha Police
on a sccrel informalion
checked Lthe passports of the
oulgoing Lravellers and nabbed
Blankson. The Narcotics

Department interrogated Lthe
man but [afled to recover any

subsianttal information.

Blankson said although he Is
a Soulh Alrican nalional, he is
scitled in Nigeria, A detective
police team has lcft for Jessore
lo escort Blankson to Dhaka,

Earlicr, the Anwrican leen-
aged girl, EHadah MceCord was
arrcsled at Zia International
Airporl on Tuesday wilth 3.3 kg
of heroin, She confessed that
Tony and Blankson were the
accomplices,

@The Baily Star

SHABAN 23, 1412 HIJRI

| nd Reduction Sale
Of "than” clothes
At Fabric House

Star Report

Awami Lcaguc (AL) and
Bangladcsh Natlonalist [Marty
(1IN} will soon start bchind
the scenc paricy in a bid o
reach an undcrstanding on the
Indemnity (Repeal) Bill

According o reliable
sources, some mcembers [rom
the partics represented in Lhe
special parliamentary commit-
tee on the bill are expecied Lo
sit for informal discussions
shortly. The sourccs close o
both the partics told The Daily
Star thal they would try to re-
solve the issuc belore the next
scsston ol parliament.

They indicated that the
lcadership of AL and BNP were
now kcen Lo narmrow Lthe difler-
ences on the issue.

The bill, submitted by AL's
Mohammed Nasim in Jaliya
Sangsad on Augusl 8 last ycar,
secks Lo repeal the constitu-

tional bar on the trial of the
killers of Bangabandhu Shetkh
Mujtbur Rahman by any court
of law.

The dralt of the bill was
sent for scrutiny to a 15-mem-
ber special commillee headed
m‘w Minister Mirza Golam
Halle.

Since ils formation, the
commitlee met ten times, but
failed 10 make any progress.
During its last meeting on 5
February, the commitlee
soughl two more months for
finalising ils recommenda-
tions. Parllament in the latest
session granted the time
which helped case the tension
that arose between AL and BNP
on the bill.

The AL threalened Lo go for
strect agitalion when words
sprcad that BNI was unwilling
lo coopcrale with AL for pas-
sage of the bill.

'Meeting with KAFCO

shareholders today

By Toufique Imrose Khalidi

The Bangladcsh offictals and
the foreign sharcholders of the
Kamaphull Fertilizer Company
sit y in Dhaka in a bid to
find a solution Lo the crisis
that the country's largest for-
cign-invested project is in.

Top officials of the share-
holder firms including Dr
Haldor Topsoe arrived Dhaka
yesterday Lo join the meeting.

Dr Topsoe is highly re-
specled and revered by the
project’s forcign sharcholders.

The fssuc ol gas price [ig-
ured promincnily in the mect-
fng held late Wednesday night
al the Prime Minister's resi-
dence.

The pricing of gas has been
one of the sorc points that
have led to the impasse. The
forcign promoters arc learnt to
have proposcd Lo raisc Lhe gas
price to one dollar per thou-
sand cft from 80.75 in Lhe
contracl signed in 1990.

When the projeet was con-
ceived in 198], the rate was

proposcd at 81.50.
In 1990, the then Chalirman

of BCIC, which rcpresents
Bangladesh Government in the
KAFCO HBoard, in a lctier to the
Industrics Sccrelary catcgori-
cally stated that with the cx-
isting gas pricc (80.75), the
BCIC would be burdened with
an additional loss ol Taka 24
cror¢ cach ycar. For, the
Corporation would have to pay
the Bakhrabad Gas Systems Lid
{(BGSL), the gas supplicrs, ac-
cording lo the government
rate which is much higher.

Otherwise, the slale-owned
BGSL would have Lo subsidize
the project which is illogical.

Even the public scclor fer-
tilizer plants arc not subsi-
dized.

The cconomic price of gas
was cslimaled at $1.30 per
thousand cubic fcet by the
World Bank carly this month.

Mcanwhile, the 10th annual
general mecting of  the
Company (KAFCO), scheduled
to begin yesterday, has been
deferred to March 7.

Saifur Rahman, the Finance |
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Satellite TV threatens viability

KUALA LUMPUR, Fcb 27:
Governments fearful they will
lose conirol over what people
watch on lelevision seem pow-
ericss to stop a deluge of for-
cign programmcs as saleliles
compcte for Asia’s billions of
potential  viewers, reports
Reuler.

Salcllite television, with
footprints from Tchran 1to
Tokyo, threatens itraditfonal
censorship restrictions and
the wviability of Asian stations
whose programmes may  be
unable o compete with the
likes of Rambo, analysts say.

It 8 increasingly dillicult to
insulate the donwstic market
from forcign broadcasts,
Singapore’'s Minisler of
Information and Lhe Arts
George Yoo said recently.

As salcllite dishes get
smaller with higher power
satcllites and cleverer signal
processing, it will become im-
possible o stop tclevision sig-
nals from being reecived.

The industry is most ad-
vanced in Japan, where two
satcllite television stations
charge a subscriber audicnce
of more than four million

houscholds between 11 and 16
dollars a month.

Japan Satcllite Broadcasting
Inc and the publicly lunded
Japan Droadcasting Corp air a
rangc ol sporis programmcs,
news and movics: [utl the mar-
ket is largely conflined Lo
Japan.

Many governments arc
most wary of inlernational sta-
tlons that arc cycing the luera-
tive Asia-Pacific market and
working hard lo penclrate
millions of Asian homes.

leading the charge is long
Kong's Star-TV, launched last

August in a blaze of publicity. It
beioms scrinl dramas, ncews,
Mfims and rock wvidceos and
carncd six million dollars in
advertising revenue last year.

With twin foolprints of the
Aslasal-4 salcllite covering
most ol Asia and parts of the
Middle East and the Pacific: it
now has an audicnee of about
1.8 million houscholds and
sces a potential audienee of 2.7
billion pcople.

The [ree-to-nir service that
broadcasts [ive channcls ap-
pears to be having difficulty
defining {ts larget audience,

9,

f Asian

thereby deterring potential ad-
verliscrs, analysts say.

"If you look at the types of
programmes  that they've actu:
ally signed up, iIU's difficult to
maich the supply of pro-
grammes with the audience
they Infdally talkzd about”, said
John Ure, wleocommunicatlons

analyst. at llong Kong
University,

Besides Star-TV, the
I3ritish Brondcasting

Corporation ([33C) last ycar
launched 1is world service
wlevision, six new satellite
channels arc being planned in

stations |

Japan this ycar.

America's Cable News
Neitwork [CNN), which has
beamed round-the-clock in-
ternalional news and busiiness
rcports In Asia since 1982,
says it will meet BIBC's chal-
lenge by boosting regonal cov-
Crigge.

Asian gowmmuonis and na-
tlonal broadcasiers are braved
for an ¢xplosion in the indus-
try, but for now many rcfuse o
open up Lhelr skics.

They Iear forcign pro-
grammes could threaten ma-

See Page 12 Col 7
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Dhaka New Market

| Due 1o winding up of “Than" doth department grand reduc-
nons are allowed from now |
wmnﬂupum:mmm
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as favourites

MELBOURNE. Feb 27:
England trounced the West
Indies by six wickels atl the
Mclbourne Cricket Ground en
Thursday night, moving to the
head of the World Cup stand-
ings and confirming s status
as tournament favouriie, re-
ports AP.

Caplain Graham Gooch
scored 66 and Greame |lick
made B4 as England joined
New Zcaland at the top of the
standings in Lhe ninc-nation
lournament. Bolh lcams have
2-0 records.

bowilcd supcrbly o
resirict the West Indies o |57
and then stormed 1o 160 for
four. In responsc,.the target
was reached with a mammoth
10.1 overs 1o »

Chris: Lewis and Phillip de

Sec Page 12 Col 4

Bahrain may take
more Bangladeshi
manpower

BAIIRAIN, Feb 27: Porcign
Minisicr A S M Mestalizur
Rahman yesicrday ealled on
the Prime Minister of ahrain,
Shaikh Khalifa Bin Sulman Al
Khaltfa and appriscd him of
the overnll political develop-
menl and ceonomic condition
prevatling in BDangladesh, re-
poris [ISS.

The forcign Minisicr sought
Bahmin's co-opcration In re-
solving some of the concermed
issucs siressing Lhe need for
Bahrain's participation in the
uitlization of the vast human
resources of Bangladesh,

The Primwe Minister ex-
presscd his satisfaction it the
quality ol Bangladcshis work-
ing in Bahrain. llc indicated
that [kihrain would ke to take

morec manpower from
Bangladesh.
Earlier, the Forceign

Minister met Bahrain's Forcign
Ministcr Shaikh Muhammad
Bin Mubarak Al Khalifa.

During the discussions they
covered the whole gamut of
bilatcral relations and interna-
tional {ssdes of mutual con-
corn.

The Bangladesh Forcign
Mintsicr appriscd his counter-
part of the future plans and

See Page 12 Col B

Biman-BAPA
talks fail

By Staff Correspondent

The meeling between the
Biman management and the
Bangladcsh Airlines Pilots’
Associalion (BAPA) on Thu-
rsday endcd without any
tangible outcome, a BAPA
source said.

"The authoritics' offer §s not
acccptable to us; so the meet-
ing failed. But we will hold an-
other round of talks on March
3,” Caplain Monwar, president
of BAPA told The Daily Star.

The Biman ma ment of-
fered a raise of o 15 per
cent of the basic pay and a
slight raise in out-station al-
lowances. DBut the BAPA de-
manded an average 30 per
cent raisc of pay and al-

lowances
t the proposal
of

Il we

of the authorities the

Ejr ﬁrt;l officer will be lower
an thc Biman employecs,”

the BAPA president added.
Last month, some 5,500

Biman employees were given
about 67 per cent pay raise

over Lheir new pay scale an-
Sce Page 12 Col 4

Dhaka sets up
diplomatic ties

with Kiev

Bangladesh has established
diplomatic relations with

Ukraine, the second largest

| Republic of the former Soviet

Union, UNB.
The diplomatic relations
were  eslablished recently

through exchange of letters
between two governments in
the Ukraintan Kicv,
Bangladesh tc Minfster
for Textile Major (Retd) Abdul
Mannan, who was in Kiev re-
cently at the head of a 23-
member delegatidon., ex-
changed the related papers
with Deputy Foreign Mintster
of Ukraine Valentin M Lipatov.



