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Tk 55 lakh for

construction of
13 pry schools

Feb 26: Facilities Depart:
anent ol the Ministry ol Educa-
tion is constructing 13 pri-
mary schools in four upazilas of
the district involving an
expenditure of Taka 556 lakh.
reports UNB.

Officials sources said, 4
schools each are being con-
structed in Sadar and Rajapur
upazilas, 3 in Nalchiti and 3 in

Kathalia upazilas.
Alter completjon, about
4000 children will get

education facilities. it {s learnt.

Another report adds: About
5 lakh acres of land will be
brought under boro cultivation
in 10 districts of Khulna Divi-
sion during the current season.

It is expected that about
6.23 lakh metric tons of boro
paddy will be produced in
these districts after successful
implementation of the scheme.

COMILLA

"~ Father, son
get life-term
for murder

Feb 26: Father and son were
sentenced to suffer life
imprisonment in absentia on
charges of murder, court
sources said here on Sunday,
reports UNB.

The court also fined them
Taka 2.000 each, in default, to
suffer rigorous imprisonment
for six months more.

The prosecution story, in
brief. is that accused Babul Mia
son ol Abdur Rashid of village
Charkamia of Laksam upazila
came to the house of Ayub Al
of village Bara Dharmapur in
Sadar upazila on November 9,
1988 and informed that his
father was waiting for him in a
rickshaw on the road.
Ayub accompanied Babul with
good [aith. Later he was found
dead at a spot in Nischintapur

of Laksam upazila on the
following day.

A case was registered with
the police by Rupajan Bibi, wife
of the deceased and police
charge-sheeted both the

absconding accused.
The Additlonal Sessions
Judge. Nurul Wadud after ex-

amining the records and wil-
nesscs awarded the judgemoent
recently.

BARISAL
2.94 lakh sets
of pry books
distributed

Feb 26: A twtal of 2,94,300
scis of primary text books
were distributed free of cost
among the students of 952
government and 342 non-gov-
ernment primary schools in
ten upazilas of Barisal district
under Untversal Primary
Education Programme (UPEP
in January this year, reports
BSsS.

According to an official
source, 45 086 sets of books
were distributed among stu-
dents of 133 government and
30 non government primary
schools itn Barisal Sadar
upazila. The upazila has been

t under UPEF this year.

the lotal, 40,400 sets of
books were for class five,
49.600 sets for class four.
52.300 sets for class threc
56,200 for class two and
95.800 sets for class one

RANGPUR
2 killed in
road mishaps

Feb 26: Two people were
killed in two te road
accidents in the town. police

said on Monday. reports UNR.
According 1o police, bicycle
rider Abdus Salam (22). of
Soncshpur of the town was
knocked down by a speedi
bus near central bus
Sunday. He died on the spot.
Another victim Akhtaruz-
zaman (45). employee of BADC
was killed Wednesday when
his motor cycle collided head
on with a minfbus at Mahigonj.

S
Untimely heavy

rainfall damages
crops, houses

Feb 26: Untimely hecavy
rainfall on Sunday damaged
standing crops and home-
stéads in different parts of the
district. UNB.
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JAMALPUR

Sramik League
annual confce

From Our Correspondent

Fchb 26 : The annual confer-
ence ol Jatlya Sramik League,
local unit was held here al the

own road rceently,

Abul llossain, Convenor,

district unil presided over the

funection where Mohammad
Nasim, Whip of Opposition in
Parlament was the ehiel guest,

Amir llossanin Amu. Jdoinl
Secrctary, Bangladesh Awani
League inauguraled the conlfer-
ence as special guest. Motjur
Rahman Talukder. President,
Disirict AL, Rezaul Karim,
Scerctary district unil of AL,
Golam Azam MDD, [P'rofcssor
Shahidullah, Advocale
Bakibellah and others spoke on
the occasion.

Nasim in his spcech eriti
cised the government policy
for denationalising the na-
tionalised industiries and lor
non-lulflillment of the demands
of the sramiks.

NETRAKONA
Bar assoc
executives

Feb 26: Netrakona District
Bar Association has elected
Advocate Sadir Uddin Ahmed
as its President and Advocate
Monir Uddin Fakir as Vice
President. reports UNB.

Advocate Khawja Moyzuddin
was elected Secretary. The
election held at the local bar
last week also elected a nine-
member executive body.

They are Advocate Rezaul
Karim, Advocate Zafar Al
Sadeq. Advocate Nazrul Islam.
Advocate Abdul Hannan, Advo-

cate Dewan Azharil Karim.
Advocate Sitansu Bikash
Acharya, Advocate Maliz

Uddin. Advocate Abdul Zabbar
and Advocate Khaleq Newaz
Khan Pathan.

PATUAKHALI

farmers said low

3-day science
fair concludes

‘eb 26: A three-day science
lair was held at the Patuakhali
Gouvernment University College
premises recently to mark the
Science and Technology Week
'92. reports UNB.

Principal Moazzem Hossain
Miah formally tnaugurated the
latr.

The students of the college
particularly of chemistry.
biology and soil science
departments took part in the
scicnce fair.

The students of Govern
men! Jubilee High School and
Government Girls’ High School
also took part.

Local people visited the fair
in large numbers and showed
great enthusiasm for the
success of the science fair.

FARIDPUR

Fire Service
Week opens

Feb 26: Fire Service and
Civil Defence Week 92 gol
underway Iin the distirict
Saturday, reports UNB.

Md Abdur Rahim. Deputy
Commissioner and Controller
of Fire Service and Civil
Defence inaugurated the week.

The inaugural function was
addressed., among others, b
SP Md Abdus Satiar, Civil
Surgeon, Kazi Syed Ahmed.
Assistant Mrector of Fire
Service, Atlar Rahman and
President of Faridpur Chamber
of Commerce and Industry,
Alhaj Firagar Rahman

it is learnt that property
worth Taka 55.27 lakh was
gutted by 102 fire incidents in
the district last year.

During the ried, fire
personnel saved propertics
worth about Taka 4.64 crore
from fire.

to a report. of
the total fire incidents, 44
originated from domestic
ovens and 3] electric short
circuil

SATKHIRA

Indian held
with forged
currency notes

From Our Correspondent

Fch 26: Onc Indian national
was arresied by Lthe police with
forged Bangladeshi currency
noles from Srecrampur Bazar
undcr Sadar uparfia recently.

it 1s re that while
onc Gourapada Dey (35) of vil-
lnge Mollahkhall under Kashba
police statfon in 24 Pargonas
of West licngal. india moving

: in the Dawar arca,
the police challenged him and
red handed.

Aficr searching his body,
ihe police recovercd the
lorgrd currency noics (rem his
PORSCRSION .

A case has beoen regisicred
with the local police in Lhis
conncction,

National

PABNA : Smuggled Indian cattle are available at the markets of the district

W | Use of cowdung as
fertilizer can avoid
chemical effect

—3Star photo

SIHERPUR. Feb 26 : Stan-
ding boro paddy on about
H.000 acres of land have been
damaged by pest attack and
fresh areas are on way to be at-
tacked by pest. in five upazilas
of the district.

The pests locally known as
'Mazra' have been causing ex-
tensive damages to the crops
in Changrakuna of Nakla.
Charherpur, Charmuchariya of
Sadar upazila and beluya of
Srecbardi upazila of the dis-
trict.

According to [armers. after
the attack. the paddy plants
are turning into yellowish and
gracdually drving up.

Agricultural offictal sources
said that adequate preventive
mcasires could not be taken
up due (o acute scarcity of in-
sceticides and spray machine

The price hike of the in-
sectivides and spray machine
in the open market com-

From Our Corespondent

pounded the miseries of the
growers.

Most of the spray machincs
arc lying out of order for want
of spare parts, AED officials in-
formed.

The farmers informed that
the agricultural officials de-
pend on the block supervisors
who submit report on imagina-
Don.

Children suffering
from malnutrition

Over 25.000 children have
been suffering from malnutri-
tion in five upazilas of the dis-
trict.

According to survey report,
due to price hike of vegetables.
fish. beel. mutton and other
daily necessities the poverty-
stricken ple of the villages
of the district can not afford to
supply nutritious food to their
children.

As a result, the children

Pest attack dmilages boro
paddy on 8,000 acres

suffer frem malnutritiod
Morcover, lack of proper
treatment factlities and requi-
site medicines in hospitals and
health complexes leave the
poor patients helpless.

Absence of knowledge about
food value of different items is
also one of the main reasons
for malnutriion. The stafl of
the Health Department who
are working in fields can help
the villagers carn knowledge
about the food value of items.

The authorities concerned
have been urged to take im-
mediate stapes to motivate the
villagers regarding the food
value of different items and its
use in practical life.

The people of the district
have also urged the concerned
authorities to supply requisite
medicines to the hospitals and
helath complexes to meet the
requirement of the people of
the district.

Prospect tor fish production
bleak 1n Maulvibazar

MAULVIBAZAR. Feb 26
Prospect for fish production in
the district is bleak due to in
disc riminate catching of fry.
recports UNB

According to sources, a
section of unscrupulous fish-
ermen are catching fish fry
ke ruhi. katla. mrigal elc
from ponds. canals. and beels
with current nets ignoring
government ban.

It may be mentioned that
catching of fish fry under 9
inches s strictly prohibited.

Meanwhile, outbreak of the
fish discase known as "ulce-
rative syndrome® made the
consumers scared aflecting the
fishermen

Part of highway
needs completion

The Maulvibazar-Rajnagar-
Fenchuganj Section of Nars-
ingdt-Sylhet Highway remains

incomplete for a decade
because the schemg has been
dropped from the Annual
Development Programme.

Construction of this portion
of the highway was taken up in
1976-77 fAscal year and was
scheduled to be completed in
1982-83 at an estimated cost
of Taka 22 crore.

But during this period only
earth work was done and 19
culverts had been constructed.

While talking to UNB,
Executive Engincer ol Roads
and Highways, Maulvibazar,
said Taka 10 crore would be
required to complete the

y. The progress of con-
struction work was delayed
due to inadequate fund, he
added.

The scheme has now been
dropped from the Annual

Development Programme. i 1s
learmnt.

Local people urged the au-

Lthorilies to take urgent ull.':gn
for the completion of the

highway,

Tk 1 cr for development
of 6 edn institutions

Facilities Department. Syl-
het Zone, has sanctioned about
Taka one crore for the
development of six educational
institutions in the district dur-
ing the current fiscal year.

The project included ex-
tension of classrooms and ren-
ovation of school and college
butldings.

The institutions to be
broughi under the project are
Maulvibazar Government Col-
lege. Srimangal Government
College. Maulvibazar Govern-
ment High School, Srimangal
Girls’ High School. Maulvibazar
Town Senior Madrasa and
Maulvibazar Primary Teachers'
Training Institute.

Tk 12 cr molasses produced annually

_

Growers demand sugar mill
in Chapainawabganj

CHAPAINAWABGAN.J), Feb
26 : The sugarcane growers
who mainly produce molasses
from sugarcane juice have not
been getting fair prices of sug-
arcane for want of sugar mill in
the district for a long.

The molasses they produce
are not sold in the market at
an expecied price in compari-
son with the price of sugar.

According to Agricultural
Extension Department, sugar-
cane is cultivated on 25.000
acres of land in the district
where 4 lakh tons of sugarcane
is produced. A total of 40,000
tons of molasses s produced
from the sugarcane output of
the district annually

It can be mentioned here
that out of the total, 80 per
cent sugarcane are produced
in Shibgan] Upazila alone.

Local farmers informed that
one maund of molasses is pro-
duced from 10 maunds of sug-
arcane. The price of one
maund of molasses 1s Taka
400. The farmers can sell 10
maunds of sugarcane at the
same price. But the farmers
are to expend Taka 100 for ex-

tracting juice and buying fuel
to wee one maund of mo
L srs

As the price of sugar is
higher than the price of the
molasses, the [armers are to

From Our Correspondent

[ace losses. The farmers in-
formed that the due to absence
of any sugar mill, they are
compelled to produce mo-
lasses

Molasses is sold at least in
15 hats of the district on
large -scale ing from the
Bengali month of poush and
continues upto Jaistoa Kansat
and Shibgan| hats are main
places where molasses is sold
in large quantity

Molasses is sold in these
two markets twice in a week
where at least 12.000 maunds
are sold in each hat day. It
means that 3 lakh maunds of
molasses are sold in every six
months. The price of the said
molasses s over Taka 12
crore.

The molasses traders In-
formed that more than half of

up sugar
mill in the district dum the
year 1989. But the h-
ment of a sugar mill is still un-
certain for the reasons not
known. It is learmnt from the
concerned t that a
sugar mill can easily run by the
sugarcane produced (In
nj and other places of

the district.
The sugarcane growers of

the district have urged the
government to sel up a sugar
mill in the district to redress
Lthe sufferings of the growers
and also help increase sugar
production of the country

CHAPAINAWABGANYJ : The molasses on the carts at Shibganj Hat

MAGURA. Feb 26 : Use of
cowdung as traditional fertil-
izer has diminished sharply
among farmers here resulting
in the decline of land fertility,
reports UNB,

Farmers said, application of
the cowdung raises crop pro-
duction without any adverse
cllect. It makes huge nitrogen
in the sofl and helps plants to
grow nicely and rapidly.

Local people said. it is now
being used as fuel to make for
the shortage of firewood.
Almost all the families in rural
areas are making dried cakes
of towdung for using them as
fuel.

Sources saild, people are
tlestroying an important natu-
ral manure for their sofl due to
sheer ignorance.

Kancha latrines
cause problems

Kancha latrines have be-
come a public nightmare pos-
ing a continuous threat to pub.
lic health in the district head-
quarters.

Human excrements get
scattered polluting the envi-
ronment. Flies, mosquitoes
and other insects carry germs
spreading the diseases among
the town-dwellers.

Many kancha latrines have
been set up by the side of
roads, rivers and canals much

Work on hard stone

to the inconvenience of the lo-
cal people.

When contacted. the local
Public Health Enginecering
Department officials said they
had adequate stock of rings
and slabs for low-cost sanitary
latrines, but the people were -
least interested to install
them.

Local elite suggested demo-
lition of all kancha latrines in
the town arcas and installation
of low-cost sanitary latrines,
with the joint initiative of po-
lice, health and municipal au-
thorities. y

Random slaughter of ani-
mals in hats and bazars in four

upazilas has polluted the envi-
ronment causing serious haz-
ards for public health having
no slaughter house here. _

Diseased cattle and rickety
goats are slaughtered without
being medically checked up as
provided under law,

A cording to a medical offi-
cer, various intestinal diseases,
tuberculosis, tetanus ete are
being transmitted into human
body from the meat of discased
cows and i}ﬂtﬂ.

" These hats and bazars do
not observe government an-
nounced meatless day. Even
municipal markets are no ex-
ception.

Local people have urged the
authorities to take steps to
remedy the situation.

plan restarts in May

DINAJPUR, Feb 26: The
second phase of the hard stone
digging project of Madhapara
between Dinajpur and Parba-
tipur is getting underway in
May next, reports UNB.

According to official sour-
ces, 25 milllon CFT stone
tould be extracted with
22.000 workers getting em-
ployment saving Taka 87 crore
worth of foreign exchange
each year {f the scheme is suc-
cessfully implemented.

Experts estimated that
5.000 tons of stone could be
collected per day.

A Canadian concern fi-
nanced by the Commonwealth
had submitted first report on
the project in 1976. Five wells
were sunk by an Australiap
concern and the project area
was examined by local ennsul-
tants in the year B3-84

The vahie of stone was es-

timated by Japanesec expuorts in:

87 and by Petro-Bangla 1 89-
90 al Taka 5 lakh per ton

The work was suspcnded
twice during the past regime
due to hard bargaining of for-
eign vompanies.

The decision has been
taken Lo restart the work after

14 rly staft
get 3-yr RI
for theft

DINAJPUR, Feb 26: Four-
teen employees including 2
Sub-Assistant Engineers of
Parbatipur Railway Junction
have been awarded 3 years Rl
for their involvement in spare
parts theft. reports UNB.

it was revealed [rom the

.~ case record that the employ-

ces in Parbatipur stole sparc
parts worth over 40,568 US
dollar from the Diesel store of
Hungry godown on 5.4, '88.

A case was filed and police
aflter investigation submitted
charge-sheet against them.

After examining the records
and witnesses the Additional
District Magistrate. Abdul
Kuddus delivered the judge-
ment on February 18,

The convicted were Abdul
Matin. Rafiqul Islam. Naziru-
ddin, Abul Kalam Azad.

. Golam Mustafa, Mat-
jur Rahman, Selim Uddin,
Ayenuddin, Namda Roy. Miraj-
uddin. A Mannan. Mubarak
Alam and Abu Bakkar Siddique.

several survey done in the area
by the present government.

[t may be mentioned here
that the requirement of 1.5
million CFT of stone for con-
struction of the Jamuna Hrdge
could be met from this project
if the scheme is completed on
schedule.

Acute scarcity of drinking
water has been prevailing in
Sirajganj upazila as most of the
tubewells remained out of or-
der.

People are forced to take
contaminated water [from

nds and canals causing out-

reak of intestinal and skin
cdiseases.

lau k of proper maintenance
andl lifting of spare parts by
1havves were accounted for
this disorder of tubewells ln-
gering for months together.
villagers said.

The Public Health Engine-
cring Department has. howe-
ver, taken up a scheme to
instal only eight tubewells dur-
ing the year which is quite in-
adequate to meet the demand
of the people.

Need for trained
midwives

underscored

RAJSHAHI. Feb 26: Spe-
akers at a training session here
underlined the need [for
trained midwives to bring
down the mortality rate of
mothers and children, reports

UNB.
At the inaugural session of

iwo-day-long Midwilery Tral-
ning Programme ol district

level officers, they said that if
the parents could be con-

vinced that their children
would not face premature
death, they could be motivated

for a two-child family.

It was stated at the session
that the government had fixed
a target of providing 15
trained midwives to cach
union of the country by the
year 1995..

The training was held at the
auditorfum of Family Wellare
Visitors Training Institute,
Rajshahi from February 17-18.

The inaugural session was
presided over by Absar Ali
Mollah, Divisional Director of
Family Welfare, Rajshahi, while
Deputy Commissioner ol dis-
trict attended as the chiefl

—S8tar photo
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Svihet

From Our Correspondent

SYLHET, Feb 26 : The
Deputy General Manager of
Sylhet Textile Mills was

raced by the CBA leaders

r more than eight hours in
connection with on more than
eight hours in untoward ineci-
dent that took place in the
mill recently.

It is learnt that when the
DGM asked the CBA leaders to
withdrew their sto of
works, the CBA leaders be-
came and gheraoced him
in his o room for eight
hours from 9 am to 5 pm en
February 13.

The CBA leaders alleged
that huge quantities of 60-
count yarn were being pro-
duced in the mill and the same
were being sold as of 40-count
yam.

After investigating this cor-
ruption, they stopped the
work. But the DGM denied
such malpractice.

The DGM was freed after

eight hours following a negoti-
ation between the CBA leaders

and DGM of the mill

Housewife drowned

A young housewlife was
drowned at village Kamusen of
Baroikandi unfon of the dis-
trict recently.

According to the report,
the victim Mina Begum (25)
was drowned while she was
having her bath at the pond of
their house. She was suffering
from Epilepsy. her [amily
sources said.

On getting information, po-
lice went to the vi and re-
covered the body and sent it to
the Sylhet MAG Osmany
Medical College hospital for
post-mortem.

A case of unnatural death
had been lodged with the po-
lice.

296 tubewells to

be installed

A total of 296 tubewells will
be sunk in different areas of
Sunamgan| district during the
current financial year.

The Department of Public
Health Engineering (PHE) has
started sinking of these with
the assistance from UNICEF
under the Rural Water Supply
Programme,

According to an official
source, of the total number of
tubewells. 24 would be sunk in
Chhatak upazila, 28 in Diara-
bazar, 38 in Jagannathpur, 12
in. Biswambharpur, 28 in
Tahirpur, 36 in Derai. 16 In
Shulla. 40 in Dharmapasha. 20
Jamalganj, and 56 would be
sunk in Sunamganj Sadar
upazila areas, the source In-
formed.

Woman killed in

road accident

A housewife was killed in a
road accident on Sylhet-
Jakiganj highway recently.

According to the report,
the victim Hawa Begum (40)
wife of one late Syed All while
tried to cross the mmad at a
place near Hetimganj, about
six miles off Sylhet town was
crushed under the wheels of a
speeding microbus. She died
on the spot.

The driver along with the
vehicle managed to escape
from the spot it is reported.
Police sent the to the
Sylhet MAG Osmany Medical
College Hospital for post-
maortem.

A case in this connection
had already been registered

with the Golapganj policé sta-
tion.

200 posts of health

assistants lying vacant

Two hundred posts of
Family Welfare Assistant out of
502 posts of the Family
Planning De nt have

been lying vacant in the Sylhet
dt:lﬂcthrhﬂ
in a meeting of

It was sta
district-level officials held at

the Conference Room of
Deputy Commissioner’'s office.
The Divisional Commissioner’'s
of Chittagong proesided over
the meeting.

The canal Re-excavation
Programme. Mass Literacy
Programme, tree plantation,
law and order situation, food

for Work. Expanded
Programme of Immunisation

development
ngnmmn and projects of
the district were discuased in
the meeting.

The Divistonal Commissio-
ner in his speech stressed the
role of the govermment officials
in implementing these pro-
grammes.

One killed, two hurt
in road mishap

UNB report adds : A man
was killed and two others seri-
ously wounded in a truck acet-
dent on Sylhet-Tamabil road

near Noagaon recently.

According to witnesses and
police, a Sylhet bound truck
moving at a high speed ran
over Bashiruddin (55), Oltimdah
. and Hasna (3).
Bashiruddin died on the apeot
while the condition of twe
others were said to be critical
at the Sylhet Medical College

Hospital.



