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NEWS BRIEFS

One killed in
road mishap

Onc person was killed in a
road mishap on Dhaka-
Chitlagong highway ncar
Raycrbaghunder Demra thana
in the cily Wednesday. The vie-
tim, a,32-ycar old malc who
could nol be identified, was
erushed under the wheels of a
speeding  truck while crossing
the road at around 12.30 pm.
His body was scnl e Mitlord
llospital for post mortem, re-

ports UNI.

Mostafiz in
Bahrain

Foreign Minister ASM
Mostalizur Rahman rcachod
Bahrain Tucsday snight from
Rome on a two-day official visit
to the island state. Forcign
Minisicr of Bahrain Shatkh
Mohammad [in Mubarak Al
Khalila receftved him at the

afrport, rcporls UND.

Life term for
killing wife

SIRAJGANJ, Fcb 26;
District and Scssions Judge
today awarded lifc lerm 1o a
young man, namcly, Abdul
Matin (17) for killing his wilc
Pushpa alins Juleklin (15) on
Scplember 8, 1990 lor dowry,
s Mashpa, marricd o Malin, son
of | in Bhutyan of village
Tarabaria in Ullapara upazila
only a ycar ago, was 8 months
pregnant when she was stran-
gulated to death, report UNB.

By Staff Correspondent

Two rival groups of Lrans-

rt workers clashed at

ohakhali bus terminal
Wednesday night leaving at
least five people injured, onc
of them scriously.

Of the injured, Arju, 20,
who sustained cracker in-
jurics, was admitted 1o Dhaka
Medical College Hospital from
where another wo, Bachehu
Mia and llalim were releascd
ﬁr I'In‘nl aid, medical sources

The clashing groups cx-
ploded scveral crackers while
they made chase and counter-
chase at aboul 8:30 pm.
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BNP national council by May

Mere copying Zia's policies

won't do : Khaleda

By Mahfuz Ullah

Bangladcesh Natfonalist Party
(3N has decided to hold its
national council by May this
year. The decision was laken
yesierday at the concluding
scasion of lhe two-day cx-
tended mecting of the party at
Sugandha with Prime Minister
Begum' Khaleda Zia in the
chair.

The scssion also decided Lo
complele council sessions of
dilferent distriel commiltices
3 April in order to facilitane

timely holding of the central
council. The last national
council of the party was held
in 1988,

The nalional council, how-
cver, will not elect new lead-
crship for the party. The BNP
constlilution vesls absolule au-
thority in the party chairpery
son o nominale the central
and standing commilices.

The concluding scssion of
the exiended meceling heard
catcgorical and very strongly

worded comments [from the
Begum Khaleda Zia, whilke
winding up the scssion, askod
the partymen not o seck any
unduc favour like free Beences,

« free permits from the govern-

ment. Otherwise, she ecau-
tioned, ‘people will not forgive

in an oblique rcicrence to
the comments from Awami
League (AL) and Jamant that
they are extending suppert o
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a_fter a 350-mile trek.

BNP, Begum Zia said, We did
nol comc to power by having
their support. People have
voted us lo power.’
if thotr support is noctssary
for the survival of a govern-
ment, it follows they kept the
autocralie government 1In
power for long ninc years, she
addcd,
Stressing the nced for
strengithening BNP, Dogum Zia
satd that 1 developmoent
Scr Page 12 Col 4
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QUEST FOR PEACE : Hundreds of men and women from Chittagong Hill Tracts ended up rallying in Dhaka yesterday

- ZIA lacks drug de

Heroin girl
taken on

remand
By Staff Correspondent

Deteetive Branch (DB) po
lice Wednesday fook the e
cuscd leenaged American girl
Elladah McCord on (wo-day
rcmand for questioning.

Police prayed for scven
days remand but an Additional
Chicl Mclropolitan Magistrale
in the Dhaka Mclropolitan
Magistracy, A K M Kamaluddin,
granicd only two-day remand.

The accused was brought 1o
the custody to Dhaka
Mctropolitan Magistrate but
was not produced belore the
courl.

Elindah McCord, 18 was
arrcsted at Zia International
Airport Tucsday night as shc

Sce Page 12 Col 8

Lack of adequate preventive
mecasurcs and shortage of
manpower have turned the Zia
Inlernational Afrport (ZIA) in
Dhaka into a transit point for
the international drug traffick-
¢rs in recent days.

A highly-placed government
official confirmed this te The
Daily Star Wednesday, while
rclerring to the recentl arrest
at ZIA of an American girl, who
was carrying a large quantity of
heroin.

"We are aware of the prob-
lem and steps arc being taken
lo prevent drug smuggling
through our airporl. llowever,
we rcquire more manpowcer
and adcquale modern facilitics
to copc with Lhe siluation”,
said the official who spoke on
condition ol anonymity.

Since Octlober last year,
three cases of drug traflicking
through ZIA were delected in
which a lotal of about 37 kg of
heroin was scized by the au-
thoritics.

An American  leenager
Eliadah McCord was caught at
ZIA Tucsday night with three
kg and 300 grammes of
heroin. She was due o Ny for
Zurich by a Dritish Airways
Might, but failed to escape the
walchlul cyes of the sccurily
personnel before departure. -

A major incident of drug
traflicking through the Dhaka
airport was rcvealed when a
Nigerfan citizen was arrcsted
al Riyadh airport with 30 kg of
heroin last year,

How the alleged trafficker
managed lo pass through ZIA
with the huge quantity of
heroin 18 still a big mysiery.
The case is under investligation

both at Riyadh and Dhaka, said

tection facilities 1

By Chapal Bashar

Lthe sourcces.

Experts of concerned in-
lernaltional agencics belicve
that deadly drugs like hcroin
arc being smuggled into
Bangladcesh from Lhe Golden
Triangle through land routcs.
The areca called Golden
T le, where heroin is pro-
duccd, is Jocated. on the north
of Burma and Thailand.

The abscnece of stricl mea-
surcs against drug traflicking
at ZIA fs [acilitaling the inter-
nalional gangs lo smuggle

drugs to other countrics
through this airport, said cx-
pcris.

“Detection of three cases of
traflicking in drugs through
ZIA in live months indicates
that the international gangs
arc aclive Lo Osc our airport lor
their heinous crime”, said the
official who suspcects that there
might have been other cascs
which could not be deleeted.

According Lo concerned au-
thoritics, lack ol adequate
number of narcotics oflicials
and abscnece of modern drug-
delection equipment and facil-
flics are major obstacles Lo
keeping proper vigil against
trafMicking in drugs.

Authorilative sourccs say
that at least nine officers from
Narcolics Control Department
arc required to be posted al
ZIA to work fn three shifts. But
only two officers are posted
there to do the job. Of the two
officers, one has been assigned
to do somc additional dutics
outside the airport. So, virtu-
ally, now there is only onc 1o
ook afler the anti-drug opera-
tion al the ipternational alr-
porl, Lhe sources said,
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Long-marchers
in City, decry
Shantibahini

atrocities

By Staff Correspondent

Several hundred hill people
wound up a cross-country long
march Wednesday and staged a
demonstration in the capital to
protest the indiscriminate
killing by the tribal insurgents.

Tribal and non-tribal men
and women, who converged in
Dhaka from hilly districts of
Rangamati, Khagrachhari and
Bandarban after a 350-mile
trek. also held a peace rally in
front of the Jatiya Press Club.

The marchers also submit-
ted memoranda to the Indian
High Commission in Dhaka and
to the Resident Representative
of the United Nations
Development Programme call-
ing for help to stop atrocitics
by the so-called Shantibahini
insurgents Iin the country's
south-eastern districts.

The long march. which be-

on 24, was organ-
ised -by the Chittagong Hill
Tracts National Coordination
and Peace Council (CHTNCPC).

The marchers carrying
banners and placards shouted :
"Try the insurgents in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts”,
b -Pahari are brothers.”
and "Give equal rights to the
tribals and non-tribals in the
hilly districts.”

However, some of the
protesters said that they
trckked to Dhaka aboard six
hired bus from Khagrachari to
wind up the "long march”.

The peace rally, presided
over by CHTNCPC Convener
Islam Dildar, was ad-

See Page 12 Col 7
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Rohingya reﬁ:gee-ﬁissue

Dhaka briefing
foreign missions

Bangladesh Wednesday be-
gan a process of briefing the
joreign government on the
severity of the Myanmar
m as
greater number of refugees are
pouring into the country.

Heads of mission of about
twenty countries, mostly
European and that of Canada,
Australia and Japan were given
a graphic account of the wors-
ening refugee problem,
Foreign Office sources toid
Bss

Additional Foreign
Secretary Farooq Sobhan ex-

plained to the diplomats the
magnitude of the refugee issue
saying refugees at the rate of
Ly
territory.

Wedneaday's briefing of the
heads of mission at the Foreign
Office was the first of the se-
ries that the government have
planned to keep the foreign

government abreast of the sil-
uathon.

The process falls in line
with Dhaka's latest flurry of
diplomatic activities on the
"Rohingya™ lssue.

See Page 12 Col 7

PM reviews situation

Move for meeting

with KAFCO

shareholders

Toufique Imrose Khalidi

The Prime Minister last
night met with scndor oflictals
lo discuss the KAFCO crisis.

The mecting, held at the
'M’'s residence, was allended
among othcrs, by the ['rincipal
Scerctary o the PM, the

| Finance Sccretary, Lhe Encrgy

Secretary, the Industrics
Secrclary, and the Forcign
Secrclary, according to a
source,

The oulcome of the mect-
ing could not be known im-
moediately.

Mcanwhilc, two Bangladcsh
scnior oflicials are in London
lo arrange a meeting between
the forcign sharcholders of
KAFCO and I aulhor-
iles, according to olficial
SOUTOCsS.

Sources say Lhe foreign
promotcrs of the projcet have
gathcred in London to discuss
their 'future course of acling
in view ol Bangladesh govern-
ment's refusal to accept the

‘incquitable’ aspecis of the
agrecment.

HK Murshed, the chalrman
of the Dangludcsh Institute of
Internalional and Siralegic
Studics (1311SS), and Dr Kabir,
a NBR oflicial, are represent
ing Bangladcsh government in
what sources lermed a covert
mission.

Murshed, a luwytr, is a Jor-
mer foreign secrctlary of
Bangladesh.

It has been oo difficult for
the Dangladcsh government 1o
withstand pressures from the
sharcholdcrs as their firms arce

[ro[ln potential donor countrics
including Japan, Denmark,
UK, the Netherlands.

The present government
could nol cndorse any irrcgu-
larities of the past regime, the
Hongkong-bascd Far Eastcern
Economic. Review in its lalest
issue quoted Finance Minisicr
Saifur Rahman as lelling a
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' Three Left parties
set to merge

By Nurul Kabir

Three left-leaning political

s of the country have

completed almost all the nec-

essary preparations for form-
ing a singlec party.

The Workers Party of
Bangladesh. the United Com-
munist League (UCL) and the
Samyabadi Dal (SD] are likely
to emerge as a single entity
under the banner Workers
Party of Bangladesh, sources
close to the parties said.

The new formation will up-
hold Marxism-Leninism as (ts
guiding ideclogy and work for
a ‘peuple’s democratic revolu-
tion’ in the country under the
leadership of working class,

A 55-member central
committee will be formed
comprising 21 members from
Workers Party, 25 from the
Communist League and 9 from
Samyabadi Dal while a 19
member Politburo will have 7
members from Workers Party,
9 from Communist League and
3 from Samyabadi Dal. !

Amal Sen of the Communist
League and Rashed Khan
Menon of the Workers Party
are expected to be made the
president and general secre-
tary of the united party.,

All the three parties will
hold their respective party
congresses by mid-April aimed
at holding the 'unity congress’
on May 4.

The front organisations of
the parties will hold their
unity conferences separately.
following the unity congress.

Detailed procedures about
the unification of the front or-

. outlined only

ganisations, however, will be
after the emcr-
gence of the single party in the
first week of May.

The leaders of the political

s have, meanwhile. pre-
pared a joint declaration to be
presented at the unity
congress.

Analysing the present polit-
ical situation in the country
the joint declaration said.
"Despite the fall of military
junta through d mass upsurge
and return to the parliamen-
tary form of government, the
undemocratic nature of the
state machinery has remained

The declaration goes on to
say, "As both the ruling
esh Nationalist party
(BNP) and main opposition in
parliament Awami League (AL)
represent interests of the im-
perialists. they can not afford
to bring about any democratic
change or welfare-oriented
reformation in the country.”

Only a 'people’'s democratic

revolution' under the leader-
ship of working class could en-
sure democratic rights of the
people, the declaration main-
tains.
But the 26-page declaration
has not, however, sald any-
thing on communalism and
flundamentalism,

Evaluating their role in the
last nine years of struggle
against autocracy, the declara-
tion. however, admits that the
parties ignored the {mpor-
tance of 'mobilising the op-
pressed sections of the people

politically.

Palestinians ridicule Israel's self-rule pr

WASHINGTON, Feb 26
Arab-lsraeli pedce talks are
mired again in a dispute over
the Palestinians’ future, re-
ports AP.

Eager to prove they mean
business. Israeli negotialors on
Tuesday handed the Pales-
tintans "rather elaborate idcas”
for self-rule on the West Bank
and tn Gaza.

Chief Israeli negotiator
Ellakim Rubinstein told re-
porters : "We hope the Pales-
tinians will be serfously consi-

dering them.”

But at a crosstown news
conference, Hanan Ashrawi,
spokeswoman for the Pales-
tinians, ridiculed the 10-page
document, s which Ilsraeli
soufces said contained specific
functions Palestinians would
take over.

She said the proposals were
preposterous, designed to
p-el;ﬁtuuu& Isracli settlements
in West Bank and Gaza and
to foster apartheid, or racial

separation.

The dispute went 1o the
core of the purpose of the ne-
gotiations. -

Israeli officials insisted that
a two-page, sell-rule plan the
Palestinlans gave them last
month was a prescription for a
Palestinian state. It called for
trans to Palestinian au-
thorities legislative, executive
and judicial powers — at-
tributes of statehood, the offi-
clals said.

The Bush administratiord
and Israc] have both ruled out

a Palestinian state as an option
in the current negotiations,

Even selecting the site for
the next round of talks is a
problem.

Rubinstein said only his
government had responded to
a US request for suggested lo-
cations.

“It's a pity time has to be
wasted on such things.” he
told reporters.

Still, Israeli, Palestinian,
Jordanian, Syrian and Leban-
ese delegates all were re-

turning to the State [Depart-
ment on Wednesday for more
talking.

Jordan, in fact, ‘proposed

"the round be extended until

March 11.

That's not likely. Rubinstein
sajd he was duty-bound to for-
ward the recommendation to
Jerusalern. But he said the cur-
rent negotiations by then
would be two weeks old and
the Israelis ought to be going
home o consull

This ronnd was marked by a

oposals

threat by Secrctary of State
James A Baker to withhold US
backing for dirs 10 bilHon in
loans Israel seeks from com
mercial banks unlesas the set-
tlements are halted.

Isracli Prime Minister
Yitzhak Shamir said in re-
sponse that settlement activity
would not stop even for one
day.

This is the fourth round of
negotiations since October

Related story on Page 5
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Euphoria sweeps

South Africa

JOHANNESBURG, Feb 26:
GCovernment came o a halt,
pupils threw aside their books,
and office workers ignored
their paperwork Wednesday as
white South Africans cele-
brated their cricket team's
World Cup victory over
Australia, reports AP

“It's more than ecrickel
that's at stake.” said one
woman on a radio call-in show.
reflecting the significance
South Africans attached to
their country's stunning Werld
Cup debut at the Sydney
Cricket Ground.

South Africa was barred
from world cricket competi
tion for 21 years because of its
apartheid policies and was ex-
© from the lour previous
World Cup tournaments.

President F W de Klerk,
whose political reforms led to
the Mfting of sports and other
sanctions, was presiding over a
Cabinet meeting when word
came of the win. The meeting
stopped while de Klerk wrote

See Page 12 Col B
BNP propaganda
against opposition

to cover up 1ts

failure: Hasina

BAGERIAT, Feb 26: Awami
League President Shetkh
|lasina today charged the rul-
ing BNP for unlcashing re-
pression and [alse propaganda
against the opposition o cover
up its faflure and incllicieney
in running the government,
reports UNB,

‘We have cxtended coopera-
tion to BNP in running Lhe
country bul its incplitudce is
pushing the nation towards
darkness' she wild a joint
meeting of leaders and work-
crs ol Awami Leaguce and its
(ront organisations at Lhc local
Circuit llousc premiscs.

lasina, also Leader of the
Opposition in Parliamcnt,
pointed out ernment’s fail-
urc in handling problems of
the prolcssional groups as well
as in salvaging the cconomy
and halting price-spiral and
lawlessness during the last one

"Price-hike, terrorism and
chaos have made pcoplc’s life
miserable but Begum Zia is
trying to rule Lhe country view-
ing cverything wecaring the
spcctacics of Ershad”, she said.

The Opposition Lecader al-
leged that the administralion
has been threatening the pro-
[essional groups, including
tcachers, who arc agitating for
rcalisation of their respective
demands. -

“The ruling clique is Lrying
to shift its f[atlures to others
and has resorted to repression
of its opponents to divert at-
tention”, she said. 'People will
resist whims and capriec of
the BNP government at any
cosL’

Criticising the so-called
anti-terrorism bill, 11asina said
that through this black law,
the government wants to con-
solidate its power by stifling
the voice of the people and the
opposilion.

Pilots' contract

renewal: Biman,
BAPA officials
meet today

By Asiuzzaman

A mecting will be held be-
tween the Biman managemoent
and Bangladesh Afrlines Pilols
Association (BAPA) today
(Thursday) 1o resolve almost a
year-long crisis over the re-
newal of contract with the pi-
lots.

"We have already been con-
tinuing a partial work absten-
tion since Novemboer and f
the talks fail we can go for fur-
ther action programme.” a
BAPA souree told The Daily
Star on condition of anonymity.

The sowree, however, de-
clined teo disclose their
planned acilons saying that fi
was not yet finaliscd as some of
the leading BAPA mcembers
were now outside the country.

A Diman source sald that
the pilots were doing their
normal dutics but some of
them were just avoiding the
over time dulics.

“There was no dislocation
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