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Bangladesh Bank annual report

MCCI skeptical

about projections

The Metropolitan Chamber
of Commwroe and Industry has
expressed rescrvations aboul

the fons in the Hang-
ladcesh | ‘s annual report lor
1990-9 1.

The chamber (MCCI) vicws
that if the present stalemate in
the industrial sector remains

, #t would be diffi-
cult o achicve cven hall the
requirdd growlh rates In in-
vostment and indusiry 1o sup-
port the GDP growth raic pro-

jected in the Bank's re
Country’s leading mhcr

body in n- latest bun:-un also
contests some of the Agures of
the report and termed the ro
quired indusirial growth of
nine per cent for the GDP as
too optimistic.
Commenting on the pro-
jeeted GDP growth mate of five
cent this year compared o
year's 3.6 per cent MCCI
said that the couniry muslt
achicve 3.6 per cenl increase

in agricultural growth, ninc
per cent In industry, and 11

pcrncnlin-unn:l power scc-

II vicwoed that nine per cent
growth in indusiry was over

Star Economic Report

optimistic and said achicving
even hall of the raite would be
difficult in the present stale-
matc in the industrial scctor.

MCCI cestimaited thal o
achicve GIDI' growth rate of live

r cent, investiment would
K:vcmh*lmmmtﬂbyﬂﬂpw
cent. Of the total invesiment,
public scetor investment will
have to be raiscd by 20.2 per
cent and privale seclor in-
vestment by 19.8 por cent.

In the manufacturing sce-
lor, privalc soclor investment
will be required o incrcase by
more Lhan Taka 800 crorc.
MCCI predicts that it will also
be difficult to achicwe hall that
amountl in vicew ol poor in-
vestiment achievement during
1990-8]1 when the privale
seclor investment amounted to
Taka 300 crore. MCCl feels
that il is impoasible Lo achicve
a growth ol 20 per cenl in
public sector investment when
disbursement this year under
ADP s reportedly substantially
lowur compared Lo lasl year's.

MCCI vicws Lhal cxport-led
opcn economy in needed for
quick growth of cconomy, that
such growlh will lake place

only when there is a political

commitment for industrial do-

velopment based on outward -
oricnted policies. 11 said choap
kibour wus also a factor 10 such
growth bul labour cost in
Bangladcesh is hTh il related to
productivity. It feels that the
governmeni's invesiment in
infrastruetural development is
also tmportant for industrial
growth.

The chamber fclt that coun-
try's economic upliit now de-
pended on the government's
proper handling the pressurcs
groups and political lcadcrs
support lo the markel ori-

cnled policics.

It said the Bank's predic-
lon of accclerated economic
aclivitics are based on political
slability, increased flow of for-
cign assistance, woalher
condilion and markel orfentoed
policy. It said forcign atd in-
low was not a problem for the
couniry in the past, but the
problem remained with fis
utilisation. MCCI viewed that
there is no data lo show that
aid utilisation started fmprov-

ing.

‘Diarrhoea rampant in refugee camps’

The International Fedcra-
tion of Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies (IFRC) has
termed the Mushim Rohingya
refugees into the south-eastern
Bnnghduh as a senscless

., reports BSS,

Thc y has placed an
intolerable burden on the re-
sources of one of the least
privileged of Asian countries,
says a press release issued by
Stephen Davey, Under
Secretary General of the
Federation in Geneva Thursday

Rohingyas
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The government's previous
licy was that NGO relief will
5 accepted but their volun-
teers won't be permitted to
work for the refugees.

He informed that arrange-
ments have been made to re-
ceive reliel goods both at
Dhaka and Chittagong airport.
The government has deputed
Joint Secretary Khondokar
Shahidul Islam to look after
the relitefl and repatriation
work.

In reply to a question the
spokesman said the interna-
tional aid has not dimmed the
prospects of bilateral solution
to the problem.

"Our main goal is to repatri-
ate the refugees.” he said
adding “bilateral efforts to re-
solve such issue are continuing
process.”

Asked about Myanmar
Foreign Minister Ohn Gyaw's
planned visit to Bangladesh he
said “you know the visit has
not taken place.” Gyaw was
scheduled to arrive first week
of this month.

Bangladesh. he said, has
given Myanmar (Burma) lists of
10.600 refugees for repatria-
tion. The process will con-
tinue.

Asked about reported out-
break of diarrhoea and measles
among the refugees the
spokesman said "the health
situation is under control.”

Five government medical
tecams are working for the
refugees besides a team from
Medicine Sans Frontier. a
French wluntary group.

Relations between
Bangladesh and Myanmar
chilled since Dec. 21, when a
Myanmar patrol killed one
BDR jawan and one civilian in
an attack on a BDR outpost.

Since then Myanmar in-
creased its border troops to
90,000 saying its heavy de-
ployment was to contain
armed insurgency by militant
Rohingyas.

The Rohingyas from Arakan
say they are fleeing massacres,
forced conscription and reli-
ﬂﬂﬂl discrimination by

yanmar's military govern-
ment.

Arakan was once an inde-
pendent Muslim homeland

Senseless human
tragedy : IFRC

and made available here yes-
lerday.

Federation delegates on the
spot report refugees now arriv-
ing in camps at the rate of
more than 1,500 a day. The
IFRC has launched an appeal
for 3.19 million Swiss Franc
worth about Taka 79.756 mil-
lion. Funds are arriving (rom
the Red Cross Societies and
governments in response Lo
the appeal. "Given the scale of
the problem, we will probably
need even more than originally
envisaged — unless the situa-
tion in Maynmar changes and
the Rohingyas are able to re-
turn home salely.” the federa-
tion said.

Davey said that Jerry Talbot.
head of the Asia Pacific de-
partment and Songsheng Cao,
desk officer of the area. will
rush to and organise long
planned meeting in Dhaka of
the donor Red Cross Societies
to discuss improved prepared-
ness programmes in that dis-
aster prone and heavily popu-
lated country. They will also
review the worsening refugce
situation at first- hand and
assess future needs of
Bangladesh Red Crescent
Soctety (BDRCS) which has so
far been in the forefront of the
relief action.

Meanwhile. concern about
an impending "critical situa-
tion” of the swelling number of
refugees was voiced Tuesday by
a French doctor who has been
working at the refugee camps
at Teknal and Ramu where,
she reported, at least two peo-
ple died in last 24 hours.

"The situation is very criti-
cal . . . thousands of people are
living under open sky and fac-
ing manyfold problems in pass-
ing their days.” said Dr Odile
Marie, a doctor working for
Medicines Sans Frontiers
(MSF) — a French voluntary
agency, according to UNB.

Dr Marie listed acute mal-
nutrition and lack of water and
sanitation facilitics as the main
problems that posed a high

risk of an epidemic.
She said diarrhocu was

rampant among refugee chil-
dren while about 40 cases of
measles were reported so far.

MSF is being supported by a
grant of about Tk two crore
from the European
Commission for provided med-
ical relief to the refugees.

Rival groups
clash at
Swamibagh

By Staff Correspunde:;t

Two rival groups fired gun
shots and cxploded crackers at
Swamibag area in the city
Tuesday evening leaving sev-
eral persons injured, one of

them scriously.
Sclim, 16.was admitted 1o
Dhaka Mecdical College

Hospital (DMCH).
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| 20 Rohingyas

shot dead, say

refugees

By Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Feb 25 : The
newly-formed Arakan News
Agency Tuesday said that
Myanmar soldiers on Monday
shot dead at least 20 Rohingya
refugees in Arakan province
who were on their way to cross
Bangladesh border.

Quoting refugees who ar-
rived at U in Cox's Bazar
district Tuesday, the agéncy
said that the mldlerl opened
fire on the fleeing Rohingyas
on February 24 at Yong Song
areas in Bucidong township
and killed at least 20 people.

Heroin girl
held at ZIA

By Staff Correspondent

Alrport sceurily personnel
Tuesday night scized 3,300
grams ol heroin [rom a tecnage
Amcrican girl at Zia Inter-
national Airport (Z1A).

The accused Eliadah Me-
Cord, 18 ts an Amcrican
passport-holder. She was duc
to fly for Zurich, Switzerland,
by a British Airways Might last

night.
Air Freight Department of

Zia Intcrmational Airport (Z1A)
custioms Tucvsday scized 260
lolas ol pold worth about Taka
20,880,000 al Zia 3iman Cargo
Complex.

Twenty six gold bars were
recovered from some boxes of
motor parts imported by Yasir
Enterprise of Mirpur, [from
Singapore late Monday night.

City Jatiya Party men brought out a procession yesterday to

campaign for the party rally on Baturday.

— Star photo

Formal charges of another case framed

Ershad allotted plots to
49 illegally, says PP

Former president H M
Ershad abused his officlal posi-
tion as Head ol State in award-
ing lavour to 49 persons by al-
lotting them residential plots
in posh locations of Dhaka city
during 1988-90. The prosecu-
tion charged Wednesday, re-
port BSS and UNB.

Ershad and former
Chairman of RAJUK
Rahmatullah were accused of
making allotment of the plots
violating statutory provisions

chﬂn.g will conlinue on
March 3 before framing charge

by judge ol the Court A
T M Fazle Kabir.
Ershad. a general who ruled

the country for nearly nine
years with iron hand. has al-
ready been convicted for
keeping illegal arms and
amassing wealth beyond
known sources of his income
and sentenced to ten plus
three years in jail. He faces
more than a dozen other cor-
ruption cases.

Public Prosecutor Abdur
Razzak Khan submitied that
former president passed
orders for allotment of RAJUK
plots in favour of 49 people.
The allotments are contrary to
statutory provisions of allot-
ment rule 9 "under which a
recipient of such plot has to
make declaration through affi-
davit that he/she does not al-
ready poses any land from the
governmenl or any statutory
body."

Besides three journalists. a
number of ladies, politicians

and members ol other profes-
sions are the beneficiaries, the
"ublic Prosecutor  Abdur
Razzak Khan submitied.

The former president. he
continued, was nothithg but a
flunctionary of the government
who could not act in viclation
of the rules. But. he personally
received lrplll:allntn for al-
lotment ol plots at Gulshan.
Baridhara and Banani and rec-
ommended for allotment at
throw-away prices without
showing regard to the rules,
thus abusing power.

Referring to defence sub-
mission for adjournment of
hearing, Abdur Razzak said all
relevant documents of the case
would be made available in the
court for scrutiny by the de-
fence counsels.

Earlter, submit a pet-
ton secki ndjulthu:!lmtnpltnf
hearing in Khan Mukul,
chief counsel of Ershad. op-
posed proceeding with the
casc. He said the prosecution
should produce before the
court all the files relating to
allotment of plots for the de-
fence scrutiny.,

Sarfuddin further submitted
that the court as well should
be satisfied. after a close exam-
ination of those files. if orders
of the former president were
carried out in accordance with
the rules.

Making a similar plea. M A
Malek who appeared for
Rahmatullah said beneficiaries
of the allotment should be
tried under the same offence if
the allotmenl was an offence.
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| Muslim League

factions unite

The day-long National
Cmﬂh#h Mus
lim League, the after the
ind ndence, was held at

Sonargaon Tuecsday -
king the unification nfn-u;

party's all fractions, reports
BSs.

Leader of the Pakistan
Musiim League Mn uﬂ
joint secretary-general

province Hu-umma
Bashir attended the conven-

tion as the chiefl guest while
party chiel Alhaj Kazi Abdul
Kader over |t.

The Pak delegation mem-
bers Khawja Khairuddin, for-
mer acting chiel minister ol
Sind Shamimuddin, pre-
sident ol Pakistan Muslim
Millat Movement Azizul Haq
@oureshi, and Reaz Khan

Fateyana who is the president
ol Pakistan Muslm Students

Federation addressed the func-
tion as special guests.

The special guests. who ad-
dressed the function. also in-

cluded president of the Wesi
Bengal wing of All india Mus

lim League and a former
provincial minster A K M

¢ Hasanuzzaman, BML's senior

vice-president A N M Yusuf
and secretary-general Alhaj M
A Matin. BML's central leader
Alhaj Jamir Ali. president of
Bangladesh Muslim Millat
Movemne nt Ml in
and president of Ba desh
Muslim Begum
Gulrukh Mohal Straji.
leaders of other litical
partics including Col (Retd)
Sayed Faruque Rahman of
Freedom Party. Barrister Kor-
ban Alf of Islamic Sasantrantrik
Andolon, A T M Golam Mowla
Choudhury and Alhaj Nurul
Amin Sarker of Progressive
Nationalist Party and Shafiul
Alam Prodhan of JAGPA also
addressed the convention

BNP performance
disappointing:
Shah Moazzem

Jailtya Parly Sccrclary -Ge
neral Shah Moarzem Ilnunuin
Tucsday lermed “disap
ting" the perfermance o lHI'
governmenl and claimed Lhat
the pcoplc were considering
his parlty an allernative force
for improving their lot, reports
UNB.

"Fatlure of the governmont
has causcd landslide in every
scclor,” he lold newsmen at a
bricfling at the parly's ncw
central oflice at Kazi Nazrul
Islam Avenuc in the city yes-

allernoon.

Moarrzcm said Lthat after the
movemenl which brought an
end (o Jaltya Party rule, pcople
expected something betler
from the UNP government
“Instecad Lheir socio-cconomic
condition has dclcriorated”™

Resentment, agilation,
price-hike and lawlcssncss
mark Lhe rule of BN, he said,
adding Lhat "a silent famine
persisis in Lhe country”,

The JP lkeader said his party
plans lo stage a grand rally at
Manik Mia Avenuce in Dhaka on
February 29 1o press Lthe gov
ernment for Lthe relcase of
former President Ershad and
for halting price spiral and
lawlcssness.

JI”s plan of action will be
announced from that rally, he
added, bul lcarced obsiruction
[rom Lhc government side.

==

KAFCO threatens to ruin ties

From Page 1 Col 7
conveyed extreme concern al

non-issuance of Letter of
Guarantee (LG).” The
Ambassador referred 1o

‘papers’ handed over to him by
Japanese authorities which
said that Japan Tregards
KAFCO as a symbolic project
which may open a new horizon
of a cooperation between
Japan and Bangladesh."

Government of Japan is di-
rectly involved in the project
through OECF investments as a
sharcholder and EXIM Bank's
financing, according to the pa-
pers the ambassador referred.

The papers further said that
"non-settlement of KAFCO will
have detrimental effects not
only on Japanese private in-
vestments in Bangladesh but
also on over all relationship be-
tween the two countries ”

The construction of the
project was suspended in
September last year following
Bangladesh government's re-
{:ml to issue 230 million dol-

r export credit guarantee.

A four-member Cabinet
Commtittee formed last
September with four state
ministers found the KAFCO
agreement highly titled against
the interest of the govern-
ment.

The Industries Minister re-
cently told the Jattya Sangsad
that the existing terms and
conditions were against the
interest of Bangladesh.

The fate of 476-milllon-
dollar project was thrown into
further uncertainty when the
secretary-level committee's
negotiations with the KAFCO's
foreign shareholders failed to

bear fruit.

h has equity par-
ticipation of about 30 per cent
[equivalent to $ 35 million) but
was asked by the other share-
holders to give guarantee for
repayment of whole of the ex-

port credit (8 230 million).
The Ambassador. however,

said that he had explained
Bangladesh's position to the
Japanese officials highlighting
the terms and conditions of
the project that went against
Bangladesh's interests. He
pointed out the "artificially low
gas price, gas price deferral.
high project cost. abnormally
high loan-equity ratio, escrow
account etc” as the key con-
cerns of Bangladesh. "The [i-
nancing of the project needs
to be reinstructured to ensure
the desired benefit for
Bangladesh”, the Ambassador
claimed to have told the
Japanese officials and pleaded
for a revision of the 'unusual
and inequitable conditions of
agreement.’

The foreign shareholders
are learnt to have offered to
raise gas price to one dollar..
When the project was origl-
nally conceived during the
previous BNP government, the
?.l price was proposed at 1.5

llar but in 1987 the price
was brought down to 0.75 dol-
lar.

The Foreign Secretary has
already sent a copy of the mes-
sage to the Industries
Secretary for 'necessary ac-
tion.’

"The Japanese government
have remained inflexible and
consistent in their support of
the stand of the KAFCO spon
sors and KAFCO has turned
into a serfous f{rritant in
Bangladesh-Japan bilateral re-

lations, particularly in the field
of economic corporation.” the

Foreign Secretary wrole to the
Industries Secretary in refer-
ence to the Ambassador's let-
ter.

Meanwhile, on February 8,
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia sat with some senior col-
leagues to discuss thec issue
and instructed that a legal

brief on the project be pre-
pared. She also asked the
Industries Secretary to pre-
pare a brief on the economic
aspecis with emphasis
whether the agreement con-
tained terms and conditions
contrary to the interests of the
Bangladesh government.
Official sources said the
Economic Relations Division
had also been instructed to
explain to Japanese firms the
situation that could arise out
of a possible suspension or
cuts {n Japanese aid to

h.
The Foreign Minister, the
Industries Minister. the

Energy Minister. the Principal
Secrctary to the PM. the
Industries Secretary, the ERD
Sceretary, the Finance
Secretary and the Energy
Secrelary were present at the
mecting.

In another development,
three international experts,
who were entrusted with the
task of studying all documents
of the project and submitting a
report to Bangladesh govern-
ment, left Dhaka after three
days, Industries Ministry
sources said.

The experts whose em-
ployment were funded by the
UNDP on réquest from
Bangladesh were supposed to
stay for 12 days (from Feb 16
to Feb 27). The BCIC which
represents Bangladesh gov-
ernment in the KAFCO Board
deputed necessary stafl to as-
sist in their job. Meanwhile.
the Industries Secretary has
admitted recetving notices
from general contractors
threatening to take legal action
against Bangladesh govern-
ment demanding compensa-
tion for the suspension of the
construction work of the fac-
tory.

The 10th annual general
meeting of the Board of

Directors of KAFCO is due to-
morrow (Thursday) in Dhaka.
Sources say the meeting may
be postponed.

The meeting. il held, is
likely to be followed by a dis-
cussion between the forcign
sharcholders and Bangladesh
authorities. Dr Haldor Topsoe,
the Danish engineer and en-
trepreneur, is likely to attend
the meeting.

Topsoe's company has
equity participation in KAFCO.
The company in also the pro-
cess licensor and one of the
contractors of the project.
“Factual Highlights of KAFCO"
circulated the company's
ma ment portrayed him as
the [ather-figure of the project.

Italy

From Page | Col B

ment of Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia for all-round de-
velopment of. the country fol-
lowing consolidation of the
democratic institutions in
Bangladesh.

Prime Minister Andreotti
expressed his deep apprecia-
tion of Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia's leadership in

lacing democracy on a firm
ting in Bangladesh, which
he said would facilitate [taly's
continued and sustained sup-
port as a partner in Bangladesh
government's endeavour for
economic development.

The Foreign Minister also
conveyed Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia's greetings
and best wishes to Prime
Minister Andreotti and to the

people of Italy.

Bangladesh Ambassador in
Italy Waltur Rahman and [talan
Ambassador in Bangladesh
Claudio Pacifico were present
during the meeting.

| |l-“.
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Delhi rules out polls
in Kashmir

NEW DELIHI, Feb 25: India today ruled out clertions in (he
troubled state of Kashmir, saying # was nccossary o kecp up

the fight against Moslcm MiliLants

for secossion,

Minisicr of State for Home Affairs M M Jarob told
thal the situation in Kashmir was “sifll grave” as the milttants

:mwumwmm

Greenspan sees signs
of recovery

WASI IINGTON, Feb 25: US Federal Reserve Chafrman Alan

Greenspan sald loday there were sings thal a sustlainced recov-
ery was coming, bul warned there was still a danger it could

peter oul,

there were “distinet Anancial indications of im-

provemcnt al this time,” Greenspan told that Senate Banking

Commitice, reports AFP.

BNP highcommand
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I'rof adruddora Chow-
dhury, the Depuly leader of
the llouse, was conspicunusly
absence 11l cvening.

Only thana-level leaders
ook part in the deliberations
yesierday. No MP? look part in
the discussions and M is cx-
pected that they along with
the district-kevel leaders of Lthe
party will take part In discus-
sions ]
Earlier, while making

ning statement Degum
Khaleda Zin asked her party-
men o direet their efforts in
fulfilling the cxpeciations of
the poople,

Terming the mecting vory
imporiant Hegum Zia said thai
BNP formed the government
on Lhe ruins of ninc-year aulo
cralic rule.

Outhining the achievemenis
ol her party since H look over
Degum Zin referred to the ex
emplion ol agriculiurnl lnans,
wiving of taxcs up Lo 26 highas
of culttvable land, raining the
age-imit for cntry  inlo gov
ernmeni scrvice 1o 30 years,
implementation of Lthe [Pay
Commisnion report, solution of
the problems of the pon-gov
cernment  collcge tleachers,
long-awalled promwotion of
government oflicials and low-

cring the inicrest rate on bank
lonns.

On (he political fromt,
Begum Zia saidd, the party faeed
opposition since iis birth,
which were more malicloygs
than political. The advance-
ment of the nationalist foree
was alsn hindcred by acts of
betrayal. she sadd referring ap-
parcnlly o those whe Iefl [INP
during the movement.

Begum Zia callcd wpon ber
party workers o work for con-
solidating the hard -carned
democraey and giving ! an
institu tional shape.

She reminded her pariy-
men that the country belonged
to 110 milllen pcoplc and
added that the goal of the rul-
ing parly should be lfo bring
cconomic ecmancipalion
through patriotiam and forging
greater nntional unity,

The opening scasion of the
mocting staricd with recfia-
tion from the holy Quran and
spoctal pruycr for the martyrs.
I was adjourned at 10.30 last
night 0 resume at 9.30 this
morning in the samc venue.

Party sources say the meet-
ing will cnd by allermoon today
afler endorsing resolutions on
diffcrent issues and finalisin
the date of the Nationa
Council.

Plea to stop
politics of
killings

By DU Correspondent

The Bangladesh Chhatra
League (S-A) at a rally at the
Dhaka University Tuesday reit-
erated its demand for trial of
killers of all student leaders

The rally was held a1 the
Aniparajeo in memory of
BCL (S-A) leader Shahidul
Islam Chunnu -

The BCL leaders also called

' for a stop to the politics of

killing in the country.

Hill pcople
From Page | Col B
Khaleda Zia has been invited to
address the rally organised by
Chittagoneg I[hill Tracts
National Coordination and

Peace Council, they said.

Our stall correspondent in
Chittagong said that two bus-
load ol “long marchers™ arrived
Tucsday cvening in Lthe port
city to demonstirate in [avour of
the country's sovereignty and
territortal  integrity and Lo
protest  the indiseriminate
killing . by the outlawed
Shantibahini in the Chitlagong
LI Tracts.

Scveral hundred pmph.
tribal and non-tribal, got off
from the buscs in front of the
local press club at about 7.45
pm Tucsday and chanted slo-
gins ke "We demand peace in
the Chillagong 1ill Tracts,”
"Stop killing by Lhe Shan-
tibahint men in the hills” and
"Slop rcpression by the tribal
insurgents.”

Altcr today's rally in the
capital the marchers will also
submitl mcmoranda to Lhe
Indian lHigh Commission and
o the Resident Representative
of the UNDP,

Public welfare
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r treatment, education

P
.ndpc training to the hearing

impaired people especially the
children and juvenile.

Begum Zia said the present
arrangements to help the
handicapped were not suffi-
cient as per the ment.

UNB adds : Prime
Minister said foreign depen-
dency was contrary to our in-
dependence and its spirit and
said "we cannot rely on foreign
aid forever”.

Begum Zia, however, said
foreign assistance was re-
quired in the context of the
present economic condition
which was ruined by the past
autocratic regime.

Later, BSS says. the Prime
Minister unveiled the plaque of
the centre and went round dif-
ferent sections.

The functions of the centre
include early detection of

hearing impairment Iin
children. training of
manpower, training of

teachers for the deaf, guidance
of parents of the deaf children
making ear moulds and

' repdrln; and maintenance of

Non-govt teachers
vOow Lo continue
movement

By Staff Correspondent

Shikkhak Samily Otkya
Fromt (United Front of Tea-
chers’ Association), organi-
sattfon of non-government
school and college tcachers on
Tucsday vowed to continue
their movement for nationali-
sation of job of the lcachers
and employces.

The group held a rally in
front of National Press Club
with front president Moha-
mmad Mukarram Hossain in
the chair.

They rally was addrecssed,
among others, by S M Ashral
Ali, Khalilur Rahman, Nazrul
[$hutyan, M Sharilul Islam and
Mamitaj Khanam,

The Icaders condcmned
the section ol teachers who
have wilthdrawn themseclves
their programmcs

They latler announced a
teachers-students mobilisation
programmc due to start from
today (Wcednesday) and urged
the rnment to accept
their demands by April 13.

The next course ol action
will be announced on April 24,
the lcaders said.

Mcanwhile, Bangladesh
Shikkhak Samity Fedcralion
(Bangladcsh Federation of Tea-
chers’ Association) condemnod
Tucsday's rally and agitation by
a group of Leachers.

Weekly tea sale
goes dull

CHITTAGONG, Feb 25 : The

salc held here today

a dull as the oflerings

were small and comprised

moslly end of the scason types,

market sources said, reports
Reuter.

The internal marketl was
strong with the buyers com-
peting for differcnt grades of
tcas.

Moratorium on aid
From Page 1 Col 7

proach (o [ace the ﬁimblrm

Rounding up the discus-
sions, Fa Sobhan said that
donors had bcecome much
more inlerventionist in giving
aid.

Ilc called for a systematic
approach lo study the effeets
of forcign add and the national
approach towards dcvelop-
ment.

"Bangladcsh has a much
harder task ahcad,” the
Additional Forcign Sccrelary
said, adding "wc will have to
work as hard as our competi-
tors in India, Pakisian and the
ASEAN nations.”

le said Bangladesh could
gain a lot of advaniage by Hnk-
ing fisell in reglonal groupings,

Earlicr, in the morning scs.
sion, kcy-note paper on the
theme "Tomorrow's Bangla-
desh @ Social Foree al Work™
was prescnled by Dernard
llours and Mo Sclim,
two French rescarchers,

Forcign Secrelary Reaz
Rahman opened the seminar
titled Tomorrow's Dangladesh

: A Europcan Perspective.’



