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Taiwan, once an outcast, now rules with big money

Algeria may
get$ 1.5b
credit

PARIS, ' Feb 285: Western
banks could “itmmincently”
il :.I Lﬂ-ilﬁmjt:.“ dollar
which has & forcign dobt of 25
bilhon doMar, ban SOUFOCS
sadd hore Monday, reports AFT,
T™he lean, managed by

credit is of Frnce |,
was agroed lasl  yoar bul had

stalled on opposition [rom Secretary

some Europcan and US banks

concerned, led by the Bankers

Trust of New ‘ i
Algeria's President

Mohamumoed Houdial, an indc-
ndenee war veleran made
of stale last menith aller
returnin from exile in
Hnrumu.‘\ll said the loan will
bec used to ke the debi,

notably regarding short-lerm
lovns.

Algeria 1s duc 1o pay back
16 bilhon dollar of the debl by
January 1993, a moralortum
on the principlc of the debi,

at the end of 1991
until last 31, has been
extended until February 29.

More than 200 banks arc
involved in the |.5 billion dol-
lar loan around a pool
including the Credit Lyonnais,
The Nationale de Paris,
Chasc hattan, the Arab
Banking Corporation, Lhe
Union Des Ba Arabcs it
Francaises and Japancse
banks, the Industrial Hank of
Japan, the Long Term Credit
bank of Japan and Lthe Mitsui
Talyo Kobe [kank.

Nepal Airlines
pilots start
full strike

KATHMANDU, Feb 25: In
line with an overwhelming de-
cision by the Nepal Airlines
Pilots’ Association [NAPA), pi
lots of the Royal Nepal Airlines
Corp [RNAC) decided 10 Lake
full strike action today, an air-
line official said. reports AFP.

The official added that the
strike had seriously affected
both domestic and external
flights, adding that army pi-
lots, called in Monday becausc
of the industrial action, had

ber today.

Arrangements were being
made for rs to fly to
overseas destinations on for-

eign carriers until the strike
was over, he said.

The airline’s pilots, mem-
bers of ‘NAPA. have been refus-
ing to fly domestic flights that
require an overnight stopover
since February 11 and have
demanded a 40 per cent rise
in food allowances.

According 1o sources within
the company. the dispute has
already cost RNAC more than
50 million rupees (1.17 mil
lon dollar), while a full-scales
strike would lose it five million
rupees (117,000 dollar] datly.

Iragi blame
denied

CARTAGENA (Colombia),
Feb 25: The United States,
France and Britain clashed
with Iraq at a United Nations
Development Conference on

Monday. denying Baghdad's
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TAIPE! (Tafwan), Feb 26: After years as an
international outcast, Taiwan is making gains
in fts perennial competition with Commuunist
China — helped by the disintegration of the
Soviet Union and a worldwide shortage ol cupt-
tal, reports AP, °

France, Britain and other coun
tries have recently sent high-level officials to
Taiwan te win contracts from a 303-billion
US dollar development project.

Thomas J Duesterberg. the US Assistant
of Commerce, arrived on a similar
visit Feb 18, the highest ranking American of-
ficial to visit Tatwan since the United States
switched diplomatic recognition to Betjing
i in 1879,

British State Minister for Corporate Allairs

John Red-wood followed [ive days later.

Redwood is the highest ranking British official
to visit Taiwan since London recognized
Betjing in 19560, -
But Taiwan's more significant diplomatic
gains have been with former Soviet republics
that now maintain diplomatic ties with Beifing.

China and Tatwan have remained technically
at war since 1949 when Communist forces
drove the Nationalst nment from the
mainland On the surface. both maintain that
there is only one China and claim they are the
sole legitimate rulers of the country

Tatwan has set up consular ties with Latvia,
a level of official relation just below lormal
diplomatic recognition. It signed an l:teemcnt
with Ukraine to exchange commercial offices
and provide guarantees for investments
Tatwan has to donate about 12 mil-
Won US dollars of medicine 0 Ukraine and
100,000 wnnes of rice to Russia.

"l was surprised and kind of astonished 1o
se¢ Lhe support from the Ukrainian side.... be-
ing that strong,” said Viee Foreign Minister

Chang at a news conference aller signing
the accords last month.

The developments are the fruit of the flexi-
bie policy pursued by President Lee Teng-hui
since he came W r in 1988

Whereas that
countries deal with Taiwan as the Republic

of China, Lee's government is ready to
assume any form as long as ties are formed.
Taiwan's economic power — it's the world's
15th largest trading nation and holds foreign
reserves of more than 80 billion US dollar —
has also made many countries eager to
maintain some type of ties.

The flexibility was really forced on the
Taiwanese. China's stature as a world power
has won it the lion's share of official recogni
tion— |37 countries to 290 — along with a seat
on the UN Security Council

+ Taiwan, for example. hﬂ‘rlropmad to enter
g

the General nt on fls and Trade
not under its official name, the "Republic of
China.” but as the “Taiwan. Penghu. Kinmen
and Matsu Customs Territory.” The Bush ad-
ministration has vowed to support the Taitwan
bid.

Du the past two years, Taiwan's flag
carrier, C Atrlines. has established a sepa-
raic airline to My w Canada. Austria and
Austrulia

Tatwan's new policy — called - | -
istence and mutual prosperity” fﬂﬁ

many as a recognition of the fact that there are
two Chinas.

Trade between the two, conducted indi- |

rﬂlyWHuiubm:nlﬂ

year if totalled 5.8 US doliar, up 44 per
cent from 1990,
China has Tatwan w0 allow direct

air and shipping links with the mainland. But
the Nationalist leaders say this would not be
possible until China ends its policy to isdlate
Tatwan diplomatically.

"We hope to coexist with [China) in the
world.” said Su Chi. Deputy Director of the
government's Institute of International
Relations. "We don't want to claim a diplomatic
ﬂdaz’l.py chasing (China) away nor do we want
it to do the same nst us.”

Su Chi and other analysts say China can't af-
ford to too rigid a stance against Taipef
because China needs Tatwan's trade and in-
vestmendt.
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DETROIT: GM Chairman Robert Stempel announcing the
company's losses at a news conference on Monday.

— AFP photo

Plants that GM to shut

DETROIT, Feb 25: Gencral
Motors Corp said Monday it
will close asscmbly planis in
Willow Run, Mich, and North
Tarrytown, NY along with
other factorics in Mithtgni?.
Ohto, Indiana and Canada, rc-
ports Al

The announcement fills out
some dclails of a miassive ro:
structuring by the world s
largest automaker, which said
last December it would shut
21 plants and cut 74,000 jobs
by 1995.

The announced shuldowns
aflect more than 16,000 work-
ers at 12 plants, 11 of which

charges that AUN embargo was | will be closed, GM said.
depriving lragis of food and
medicine Reuler.

As the debate closed at the
UN Conference on Trade and
Development (UNCTAD) here,
US French and British dele-
gates stood up in tumn to reject
by Iraqi Trade
Minister Mohamed Saleh in
his speech to the conference

10 days

Saleh attacked the UN

after Iraq l:ﬁ-dul:li-qﬂumit in

1990, describing it as
"one of the greatest crimes of
our time."

A US-led coalition, includ-
ing British and French forces,
ousted Iraq from Kuwait in
February last year.

Medicine had never been
denied to and food im-
ports were by the UN
since March 1991, US dele-

festly failed to comply with the
obligations placed by UN

Security Council (resolutions).”

Willow Run has 4,014 cm-

ployces. The North Tarnytown
plant has 3,456 workers.

Bocause the broad outline of

the plan announced last ycar
didn't identify the planis Lo be
closed, it sel up a batte be-
tween plants at Willow Run
and Arlingtony Texas.

The Williow Run plant, out-
side Ypsilanti, Mich, is to be
closed in the summer of 1993
and Arlington is to take over
its production. The North
Tarrytown plant is Lo be closed
in the summer of 1995 and a
new model van will be pro-
duced clscwhere. ’

- GM also reporied nct 1991
losscs of 4.5 billion dollar in-
cluding a one-time 1.8 billion
dellar charge in the fourth
quarier to cover the costs of
closing some plants.

Other closings and restruc-
turings announced:

close by the summer of 1995
and production consolidated in
Toluca, Mexico.

Saginaw, Mich: Grey lron
Foundry llead Castings, with
600 cmployces, to closc by the
summer of 1994 and produc-
tion consolidated at the Defi-
ance, Ohio, Casting PlanL

St Catharines, Ontario:
Canada plant to cease produc-
tion of the 3.1-liter V-8 en-
gine, affecting 165 workers, in

the fall of 1992. Produciion of |

other V-6 and V-8 engincs will
conlinue at St. Catharines.

St Catharines, Onlario :
Casting plant with 2,150 em-
ployees, to close in the spring
of 1995, This plant produccs
castlings for blocks, hcads iind
camshalls. Production will be
consolidated al the Saginaw,
Mich, Grey lron, and Dcliance,
Ohio, foundries.

Detroit @ Plants 55 and 57
wilh 435 cmplovees,

Deleo Chassis, Dayton. Ohio:
Plant 20 with 249 employees,
to close by the end of 1992.
This plant produces machine
control syslems.,

Deleo Remy, Anderson, Ind:
Plant 10 with 375 employcees.

Die Construction al Lord-
stown, Ohio: With 270 empl-
oyees, to close in 1992, The
closings come afller Detroit's
worsl ycar ever, with losscs al
the g Three totaling 7.6
billion dollar casily surpa-ssing
the previous record loss of 4.5
billlon dollar in 1980.

Behind the grave results is a
sicady crosion of US automak-
crs’ share of the American car

DORTMUND, Germany, Feb
25: Deweloping countrics
spend about 200 billon
dollar on their military cach
ycar, aboul a lfith of the
world's lolal of aboul enc

trillion (oenc housands
million) dollar, a Unficd
Nalions experl said

Monday, reporis AFT.

Lutz achr, Director of the UN
Center for Science and
Technology unveiled the
cstimale atl the start of a
four-day conference here on
the problems ol converting
military rescarch and
oulpul to peacelul ends,

The forum gathers 200 ex-

peris from 40 countrics, in-
cluding China, the Com-
monwcalth of Independent
States (C1S) and Victnam.

2 Cornell Varsity
students paralyse
computlers in
California,
Japan

ITHACA (NY). Feb 25: Two
Cornell University students
were arrested Monday on
charges they unieashed a com-
puter virus that paralysed
computers in California and

Japan, reports AP.

David Blumenthal and Mark
Pilgrim. both 19-year-old
sophomores, were arraigned in
Ithaca City Court on one count
of second-degree compuler
tampering. a misdemeanor.
Additional charges are pend-
ing. said Comel!l spokeswoman
Linda G Kobas.

The students were being
held in Tompkins County Jail
on 10,000 dollar bail. Kobas
said.

The virus was launched Feb
14 in three Macintosh com-
puter games, Obnoxious Tetris,
Tetriscycle and Ten Tile
Puzzle, Kobas said. It affected
the computers of people who
used Comell's public computer
EM to play the games. she

The virus affected Maci-
ntosh computers in Osaka,
Japan, and at Stanford Univ-
ersity in Palo Alto Co, among
others, Kobas said. The virus
was traced to Cornell on

Pak rupee |
devalued

KARACHI, Feb 25: The State
Bank of Pakistan dévalued the
rupee to 24.6800/24.8034 to
the dollar from
24.6500/24.7733 fixed on
January 25, reports Reuter.

The Bank gave no reason for
the change, but Magsood
Ahmad of the Muslim

Commercial Bank said further
falls were needed to make

rC_apita_l flight from Kuwait

baffles central bank chief

KUWAIT, Fch 25: Hesidents
of Kuwait arc buying foreign
curreney  and transfcrring it o
safer havens abroad tn unusu-
ally large and Incrcasing

| quantitics, the Covernor of the

central bank  said, reports
Rcutoer.
Governor Sheitkh Salem

Abdul-Axiz Al-Saud Al-Sabgh

|lold a mecting on Sunday

evening the outllow of capiial
startod last yoar and had gath-
cred pace sinee Lhe boeginning
on November.

"The capital Night which
has begun  is affocting us and
we forl it s nol a normal oul-
Mow. Funds have boegun moving
in a manncr which s nel
pleasing,” he said.

Sheikh Salem gave no fig:
urcs bul said “the datly rise in
the purchase of forvign cur
renwy cash is continuing with
amounits thal arc not small.”

lic sald he was baflcd by

the outfllow, given thal ero-
nomic condilions in Kuwail

were favourable and that the
country had sccurity pacts

with western countrices.

The contral bank, which
removed  all resirictions  on
forcign curreney transfers in
August, had Inlervenced In the
markct 1o support Lhe dinar,
he added. Among possible rea-
sons, Shoikh Salem clicd an
imminent overhaul of the
banking systcm and govern-
ment plans 1o 20 billlon dollar
worth of domestic bad debis
from the country’'s commercial
beanbos

“There could be a desire on
the part of iInvestors o go
abroad 1o exploit trnvestment
opporiunitics,” Sheikh Salem
bl

[3ut the governor addod et
the large Torcign curroney
cush withdrawals raised some
doubts aboul investors inten-
Lons.,

Some could be deposilors
moving cash o avoid mecling
their obligations to the iIn-
dcbted commercial banks,
bankcrs said.

The eabinct approved Lhe
debi-buying plan in December

but Lthe partially eclected
National Council and eccono-
mists have erilicised tLhe
scheme on Lhe grounds that it
putls oo much strain on the
Lrcasury.

The crities argue Lthat the
cstimmicd 6,000 doblors have
hidden asscis oulside Kuwait
and would pay I taken lo
court.

The central bank says wril-
ing offl the bad debis Is vital
lo saving the commercial
banks and stimulating the
cconomy . which s still recov-
ering from seven months of
iragl occupation.

L.ast month Sheikh Salem
sald “If this problem s hot
solved Kuwait will truly face
an cconomic calasirop-
he...... many dcpositors wou
face bankrupicy as a result of
the bankruptey of the banks.

“The government intends
o merge Lthe commereial
banks once the bad debt insue
has been scitied, enabling the
banks 1o wrile off debis on

thetr 1991 balance shoots and
sturt alresh.
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aily, echoing Deng,—

calls for bolder reforms

BEIJING.FEQO 25: The
Communist Parly ncwspapcr,
normally a bastion ol ponscr-
valism, called Monday for
boldcer cconomic reforms dn a
sign that the ncw reform drive
ol senior lcader Deng  Xiaoping
is gathcring strength, reports
AP.

"We should incrcase our
boldness in reform and open-
ing up to the outside world
and sitcp up our pace,” the
l"c:rlc'l Daily (Renmin Ribao)
safd in a [ront-page editorial.
"Reform and opening up....... Is
our only choice. There is no
other road we can take.”

The cdilorial's message
cchoed Deng's comments last
month during an unusual pub-
lic tour of southern citics that
have gonc Lhe farthest in in-
troducing frcc markcts and
olhcr capitalists principles.

Deng sald China can avoid
the political turmoil that has
toppled other communist par-
tics only by maintaining cco-
nomic growth. lle said that
mcans China will have to bor-
row morc cconomic lech-

niqucs (rom capilalist coun-
trics.

Although officially retired,
the B7-ycar-old Deng sull car-
ries tremendous cloul.

On Sunday, Lhe Peoplc's
Daily carried a fronL-pagc arti-
cle which said China can usc
capilalist mcilhods even though
fts goal is socialism becausc
"capital and lcchnology In
themscives don'l have a class
nature.”

The [IP'copie's Daily and
other major ncwspapcers still
have nol mentioncd Deng's
trip south, although a fow lo-
cal papcrs have quoted forcign
ncws rcports of L

Chincsc and forvign analysts
have speculated thal s duc 1o
the backslay power struggle
between Deng and hard-line
conscrvatives.

The conscrvatives: who
have controlled  the PPéople's
DAily since the falled 1989
democracy movement, regard
the reforms Deng began in
1978 as the opening wodge of
capitalismi. They took advan-
tage of the anti-libeml backlash

that followed the 1989 move-
ment Lo halt most  reforms
and purge reformers.

Over the past  year, how-
ever, it has become increas-
ingly elear that mnjor ehanges
arc necded 1o lurn amund the
huge, incllicient stale séclor,
Forty per cent ol all stale lae-
torics lost moncy last year,
forcing the government fnlo
deficit to bail them nult.

Economisls recommend
shutting down the worst [ae-
torics, laying ofl incMeilent
workers and [recing FTactlory
managers [rom government
interference-all moves  that
conscrvalives fear would eon-
danger Comnnunist Party rule.

Deng's message was  Lhat
[ailing to relorm is more dan-
gerous. It is still not clear
whether his policies will pre-
vail in the powcer slruggle,
which Chincse sources have
deseribed as ficree.

The I'voplc’'s Daily editorial.
howvver, is a posilive sign.

"We need less emply Lalk
and morc practical action,” #l
urged. :

}
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Japanese ex-minister denies the
money he took was bribe

TOKYO, Feb 25 : A former
Japanese cabinet minister ad-
mitted to parliament on
Tuesday that he recelved
money [rom Kyowa Co, a com-
pany at the heart of a political
E:y-nﬂ' scandal but denied he

d been bribed. reports
Reuter.

Jun Shiozaki. [ormer State
Minister of the Management
and Coordinating Agency, be-
came only the fourth politician
o appear as a sworn witness in
parliaments.

Shiozaki sald that in June
1989 he asked the chairman of
trading firm Marubeni Corp
(8002.T), to cunsider Kyowa, a
now-defunct property devel-
oper as a favourable business
partner. No specific project
was mentioned,

A month later he received
20 million yen from Kyowa. he
said, adding that the returned
the money to Kyowa in
November last year, after the
scandal came to light.

“l recetved 20 million yen

nation or if it was gratitude
money (in excha for the
Marubenti visit).... t's why |
delayed declaring the funds.”
As legislators snickered.
Shiozaki said he finally de-
clared the funds last week as
personal income for the 1989

tax year.
"Even though I have re-
turned the money, | visited the

tax office to declare the

money as income for 1989, he

said.
Shiozaki's political ally

[

G-7 works out
plan to give
CIS $15b loan

WASHINGTON. Feb 25: The
former Sowiet
be able o borrow more than
15 billion dollar from the
International Fund
(IMF) over the next three
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" but well behind the
nearly 19 per cent share the
United States holds.

US resuming
crude purchase

for reserve

WASIIINGTON. Feb 25: The
Encriy Department  sald
Monday H will resume  crude
oll purchascs on the intcrna-
tional markct to refill the
stralegie Prirelcum Rescrve,
the nation's emergency ol
stockpile, reports AP,

Most of the ofl 1o be ne-
quired by Lthe Defense Puel
Supply Center will be sent Lo
the rescrve's newesl storage
arca, the g 1N siie 20
miles (32 kilometlers) south-
west of Beaumont, Texas, the
departiment sald In a slale-
ment.

The Stralcgic Pelrolcum
Reserve now holds more than
868 milllon barrcls of crude ofl
in Sall Caverns in Texas and
Loutstana, Lthe department said.
The siockpilc has a capacity of
750 milllon barrcis.

Otl purchasew for Lhe re-
serve were suspended In
August 1990 aller Irag's Inva-
ston of Kuwail causcd prices o
risc sharply. Lalcr thal yuar,
the Encrgy Department sold
just under 4 million bamgcls of
crud¢ to test  the cfferts of
such a sale on the oil market.

Alter the start of Operation
Desert Storm in carly 1991,
ncarly 17 million barrcls of
crude were sold in the first-
ever emergency usc of the re-
SCTVC.

UAE launches
unleaded
petrol

DUHBAI Feb 25: The United
Arab Emimlcs (UAE) has in-
troduced unleaded petrol Lo
cul pollution, becoming Lhe
first country in the Middle
East lo do so, reports AFT,

"We arc currenily purchas-
ing unlcaded fucel on world
spol markets,” said Rashid Al-
Shanmi Markcting Chiel al the
statc-run Emiralcs General
Petrolcum Corporation (EGIC).

"Hut we anticipale being
able 1o buy it locally within the
next few  years, told re-
poricrs Monday. Adding that
rcfineries in Abu- Dhabi -- also
part of the UAE-would be able
to produce unlcaded fuel by
19683. :

The UAE is the first Arab
country to join indusirfaliscd
nations in inlroducing un-
lcaded pelrol  following
intensified international
cnvironmental concerns.

The Gulfl  Coopceration
Council grouping lru: UAE,
Saudi Arabia Kuwaitl.l3ahrain,
Oman and Qular has agreed o
swilch gradually bul no joint
move has yel been taken.

"With environmental issucs

she said. Flint, Mich: V-8B engine  market. Pakistani{ exports more com- Like his predecessors _ all from Kyowa about one month be. a former Regional i to the forefront of world con-
Tom Muir, British Under| plant. with 4,036 cmploycces, petitive, colleagues from the ruling after | g-'l]lﬂd on Marubeni Corp Ef::::n: liilnmt:r. is chf?ged cern, we belicve Gulfl produc-
Secretary for Trade and| to close in 1995 and produc GM saw fis market share In forward trading, the ru- | Liberal Democratic Party(LDP) Chairman Kazuo Haruna. in  with demanding and accepting | crs will adapt o markel de-
Industry, said it was “the brutal | tion consolidated at the Rom-  dwindlc 1o aboul 35 per cent pee was quoted at 26.72 to the | - his testimony to the lower June of 1989, | believe,” he  bribes from Kyowa, until late mand and unlcaded lucl will
policy of the Iraqi regime| ulus, Mich, engine plant. from around 45 per cent in | dollar for up to six months and | house budget committee did  said. 1991 Abe was chiefl fund-raiser | become readily available from
has cut off Iraq 206m Moraine, Ohio: Engine the days when there was little at 26.65 for up to one year, little to clear up suspicion of "I wasn't sure if the money for Prime Minister Kiichi | local refineries the middle

the community of nations. | plant, with 549 employces, to  Japancse competition. Ahmad said. wrong-doing, was intended as a political do- Miyazawa's LDP faction. of the decade,” Shamsi said.

TOKYO, Feb 25: Japan is fighting to dcfond
the infcrests of its raw fish calers, reports
Reuler.

Sushi aficionados, prepared o pay up Lo
10,000 yen (78 dollar) for two small slices
.Jn:“ﬂnilicpn tuna on a mouthful of rice,

icacy may disappear rom their
dining tables if cnvironmentalists have
their way. .

The baitle will be waged at an international
conference in the ancienl eapital of Kyoto,
where delegales vote next month on a pro-
posal lo ban commercial Huclin tuna flishing.

hopes o convince the delegales Lo the

ITES [Convention on International Trade

in Endangered Speeics) from March 2 1o 13

the Blucfin is not In danger of cxtine

and a commercial ban is unnecessary,
said on Monday.

has proposed putting ‘Western Atlantic

!ili

Bluelin tuna on Appendix-l of the
Convention which bans commercial trade,
and listing Eastcrn Atlantic Bluclin on
Appendix-1l which allows limited tradc.

Japancse officials and lishermen fear that if
passed Il may mcan a complele ban on
Bluefin tuna fishing cventually. |

“Japan will insist flirmly at the conference in
Kyoto that lHlucfin tuna is nol an endangered
specics,” Minoru Tanba, Dircetor-General of
the United Nations Burcau at the Forelgn
Ministry, was quoted by a spokesman as say-
ing.

The Federation of Japan Tuna Fisheries Co-op-
eralive Associations lasl weck handed in a
petition at the Swedish cmbassy in Tokyo
signed by about 40,000 Japancse consumers
prolesling against Swoden's proposal.

Japan is the world's biggest consumer of
Bluefin tuna, accounting for about 40 per

cent of the global market.
"It is ridiculous to think of the Bluefin tuna in

any region like Lthe Coclacanths,” said
Michilo lio, an official of the Tuna
Federation,

Coclacalhs, once considcred extinelt for 60
milllon years, arc listed in Appendix-l as an
endangcred specics.

The threat to Japan's culinary pleasure began
when a US  environmental group, the
National Audubon Socicty, said last year
stocks of Dlucfin in the Western Atlantic
had dropped by between 73 and 88 per
cenl over the last 20 ycars and that they
should be put on the list of endangered
specics.

The socicty and Sweden  say their claims are
bascd on scientific data of the International
Convention for the Conservation of Atlantic
Tuna{lCCAT), which is made up of 21 na-

Japanese are preparing for a battle with tuna savers

tons, including Japan, the United Stales
and Canada.

ICCAT has been moniloring tuna for more than
20 ycars, Japan docs nol contest these fig-
urvs bul says a ban is unncocssary as scien-
lists and representatives from member
countrics ol ICCAT, dl its last conference in
November 1991, concluded that Atlantic
tuna were nol in danger of extinetion.

“The stocks of Bluclin tuna In the Atlantie
occan are cffectively controlled under the
management ol ICCAT, since il has re-
stricled the ealch in the arca sinec 1982,"
said an official al the Agriculture and
Fishery Ministry.

Tlow could Sweden, which is not even a mem-
ber of ICCAT, disrupt ICCAT proceedin
and undcermine all our efforts In t
ICCAT?" he asked,

Business briefs
| Pak-Kazakh cooperation pact signed :

P"akistan and the Central Asian stale of Kazakhstan signed In
Islamabad Monday four coopcration agreements (o be
implcmented under the supervision of a joint commission,
rcporis AFT from Islamabad.

An official statcment said the two countrics had agreed o
accord cach other "Most Favoured Nation™ broad (ramework
for wide-ranging cooperation covering economie, trade,
commeree, scicntific, technological and cultural spheres, of-
ficials said.

Iran's gas exports may double : imns

annual exporis of natural gas arc cxpected 10 double 1o six
billion cuble meters (212 billlon cubie feet) beginning next
month, the Islamic Republie News Agency reporied Monday,
says al from Nicosia.

Mcanwhile, dn Iranfan official on Monday admitted there
were shoriages of kerosene and other refined ofl products on
the home market, which reportedly was hit by month-long
sirtkes by ofl workers.




