DHAKA WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 26, 1992

ME countries
making

modern arms

CAIRO, Feb 25: Miuddie
Eastern countries are busy
building up arsenals of nuchear,
chemical and biclogical

T“H“ be
wo to stop them. defence
analysts said on Monday. re-
ports Reuter.

these " ssor
Trevor Taylor of Britain's

President's rule
goes from Punjab

CHANDIGARH, Feb 25: The
57 month old president’s rule
in Punjab was revoked today
lollowing the installation of the
26 member -1 min-
istry headed by Beant Singh.
reports PTI.

The proclamation of the
President, R. Venkataraman,
revoking the president's rule
was read out by the Punjab
Chiel Secretary. Tejendra
Khanna before the swearing-in
of Beant Singh and his minis-

ter.

The President's rule was
claimed on May 11,1987 fol-
lowing the dismissal of the
Akali Dal ministry hcaded by

Surjit Singh Barnala

WASHINGTON, Feb 25
lsrael and Palestinlans in

Middle East talks have
again clashed over settle

ments in the occupled territo-
ries afler Secretary ol State

James Baker intervened pow-
erfully on the issue. reports

Reuter.
Baker told a US congres-

sional committee that the
United States would only grant
lstucl 10 billlon in loan
guaruntees if it froze setlle
ments, including homes  al-
ready under construction
Palestinians in the talks

then handed Israel a paper
denouncing scttlements as il-

legal. iInhuman and lable to
S peace.
Palestinian Spokecswoman
Hanan Ashrawi said Baker
should now take the next step

and declarc settlements tlicgal.
*"While the settlements are

still going on. while the bull-
dorzers are levelling our land, it
is glear that Israel is trying to
dig the grave of the pcace pro-

cess.” she said.

Chie! Palestinian delegate
Haider Abdel-Shafi said Isracl
had rejected Palestinian de
mands to halt the settlements
in a way that could threaten

the talks.
“The Isracli response was
not reassuring does not

help on the continuation of
these talks., he said. 'If they
asustain this negative attitude
the prospects ol the peact
process are in danger’

Isracl says it will only dis-
cuss the settlements after
three years when the final sta-
tus ol the territory willbe de-
termined. The current talks
alm to establish interim
Palestinian sell-rule.

Isracli representative Eli
Rubinsjein insisted Jews had a
right to live in the territories
and lsracl was not about to give
this up.

Isracl spokesman Yossi Ben
Aharon said his couniry had
not given up hope of sgcuring
the loan guarantees, which

needs o
ring econ-

Isracl desperatel
prevent its flou

omy being swamped by hun-
dreds of thousands of ymmi-

Hanan Aﬁhrulri

granis from the lormer Soviet
Union.

International

Israel trying to dig grave of peace
process : Ashrawi

le said he belicved a com-
promise could still be found.

Baker told the house ap
propriations sub-commitiee
Israel could either freecze set-
Uements and get the 10 billion
dollar spread over five years or
complete the estimated 6 000
homes al under con-
struction a accept less

He did not spell out how
much less but diplomatic
sources sald lsrael could end
up with only about 500 million
dollar that why and would still
eventually have to aceept a
settiement freeze.

Around 100,000 settiers
live among the 1.76 millon
Palestinians in the occupiled
West Bank and Gasa Strip.

Palestinians fear that if the
sctllements continue Isracl
will control se much of the
land that there will be nothing
keft 1o negotiate about.

The peace talks iIn
Washington resumed against a
background of Increased vio-

Former Soviet N-arms in safe

MOSCOW, Fecb 25: NATO
Sccretary-Gencral Man(red
Woerner struck up a ncw
fricndly relationship with
Russian leaders and gained as-
slirances from them that the
lormer Sovict Unfon's vasl nu-
clear arsenal is in safe hands,

reports Reuler. .

"We bave met for the frst
time not as encmics,” Russian

Forcign Minister Andref Koxy-

rev told reporters afier talks in
Moscow with the NATO chicl.

Woerner also met the army
Commander-in-Chiel of the
Commonwealth of Indepen-
dent States, Yevgeny Shap-
oshnikov, Russian Vice-Presi-
dent Alexander Rulskoi and
first Deputy Prime Minister
Gunnady Burbulis on Monday.

lie was due to hold talks
with President Bords Yelisin on
Tuesday.

“We have come a long way
and | think partnership, which
is the motto of my stay here, is
becoming a reality,” Woerner
said. -

Delegation sources said the
two sides discussed broaden-
ing conlracts and exchanged

vicws on nuclecar non-prolifera-

tion, an arca of great concern
lo the west as the new
commonwealth restructurcs

‘Tormer Sovict arméd forces.

"Both sides were very much
interesied in sharing idcas as

Pro-communist E‘oup *uncovered :

Police said Tucsday they

ve uncovered a 22-mocember

student group that allegedly were trying to set up a soctalist
government after overthrowing South Korea's capitalist

system, reports AP from Seoul

A police announcement said 10 members of the group
called International Socialists were arrested pending trial.
The rest were booked but were relcased because of their
minor roles in the group, it said.

The announcement did not say when and where the ar-

rests were made.

If convicted under national security laws. they could face

up to life imprisonment.

Police sefzed more than 2,000 books and leaflets sup-

porting communism, it said.

Nine arrested in Brazil + More than 100
police arrested nine men as death squad members in a raid
carly Monday in a poor community near Rio. AP reports from

Brazl

Police Chief Paulo Souto said a supermarket owner and a

tavern

r also were arrested on suspicion of linancing
the death squads. Souto promised

more raids and said he

expected 300 hired gunmen to be seized.

, Brazil's death

squads began forming during the, miitan

dictatorship here from 1964 to 1985. targeting pcople re
garded as enemies of the regime. 2

Now, local merchants hire

gunmen—most thought 1o be

retired or off-duty police- to "clean up” high- crime ureas.

Many victims are street kids,

erime and the drug trade.

who may be involved in petty

Amnesty blames Filipino army :
Amnesty International said Tuesday that the Philippines army
and other government-backed forces have killed hundreds of
unarmed people in the past three years. AP reports from

Sydney

The most serfous incident cited by the human rights or-

ganisation involved the shooting deaths by soldiers of 19

members of one family. inchudi
children. Amnesty said the

a pregnant women and six

soldiers went to the home to

arrest the father, a suspected Muslim rebel.
Amnesty International said in a report released here that
while the military claimed the father killed two soldiers while

resisting arrest, he was actual

ly gunned down trying to escape

and the others were then summarily shot.

The London-based organization also said 1t had evidence of
executions of those not connected with any particular op-

position group. Amnesty said they included
elderly.

Salvadoran rebels

guerillas went on alert natio

children and

on alert : savadoran
¢ Monday alter government

aircraft flew over zones where insurgents have grou to be
disarmed under a UN-brokered peace accord, the mﬁ?ﬁ said,

reports AFP from San Salvador.
Rebel forces have been ordered to open

fire on any

government aircraft buzzing the disarmament zones crealed
under the accord signed January 16, rebel Radio Venceremos

said

Joumalists plan strike : sournatiss vowed w

strike on Tuesday over government censorship of their post-

and the

coup
planned 24-hour work s

Labor Minister Ruben Rodriguez

government sought to discourage the-

. AP reports from Caracas.
said any strike would be

fllegal since the unions had not allowed a mandatory 120-
hour period to pass since ratifying their strike plan Friday.

A strike “will not contribute to the public order,”
Rodriguez declared in a televised address. "It would harm

everyone—workers. companies and the community.”

much as possible. The Secre-
tary-General stressed the

importance of stability and of .
having as many conlacts as
possible in the mililary sph-

ere,” one source said.

"Woerner stated his interest
in sceing unified control over
stralegic nuclear forces and he
regcived very clear and posi-

MOSCOW: Russian Defence Minister Yevgeny greets
NATO Secretary General Manfred Woerner (R) in the

Defence Ministry.

— AFP/UNB photo

- the

hands

tive answers from (he other

.%nmnm-nllh eadhrs ren-
Mrowd at a4 mecting In the
lclarussian capital Minsk this
monith that nuclear forres
would comc under unificd
command.

Bul they were divided on
what 10 do with conventional
forces, with three former
Soviel republics opling 1o
create their own national
armics and the rest preferring
unificd command at least for a
transitional pcriod.

Woernoer also discussed dis-
armament inttiatives with the
Russian officials and oul lined
plans for future cooperation.

Kozyrev sald Russia’s long-
lerm  goal of inlegration into
North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation was not on the
agenda. "We discussed how Lo
transform rapprochement into
concreie projecl,” he said.

Shaposhnikov said: “We
have many common ap-
proaches 1o the situation in
the Commonwcalth and the
world as a whole.”

The Commonwcallth army
chicl sald NATO ecould help in
the process of reforming the
old Sovict armed forees. but he
did not clabomalc.

On Sunday, Wocrner visiicd
Ukraine, the sceond moslt
powcrful Commonwealth stale
aflcr Russia,

.3'2. EI: I_’/ ;7P1‘0-democracy acEi .

sentenced in China

BEKING, Fcb 25 : Scven
Chinesc activists linked 1o the
1989 pro-democracy moves
menl were sentenced in courd
here Tucsday, in the largest
judgement of dissidents in
more than onc yevar, reporls
AFP.

The scven were all charged
with ‘counter-revolutionary
propaganda and incilcment,’
according to scparalc public
notices pul up oulside the
Beljing intermediate peoplc's
court in the capital's western
suburb.

The announcement of the
senilences came on the same
day that the US Scnale was
scheduled to vole on a bill
linking rencwal of China's
Maost Favored-NationlMFN)
trading statlus 1o progross n
hunmum rights,

Former People's  Daily
Editor Wu Xucean, 40, was
given a four-year fafl sentenee
for fssuing a spectal unautho-
rized edition of the communist

. party newspaper that defended

disgraced party leader Zhao
Ziyang, relatives said.

Betffing universily student
lcader Peng Rong., 24, was
scnteneed Lo Llwo years Tor §l-
legally conducting a survey of
student sentiment. his mother
said.
She said she would appeal
the sentenec, '

The sentences of the other l

[ive were not immediately
known, bul the notices identi-
ficed them -as Zhat Weimin, Li
Mingi. Dong lHuaiming. Wang
Zhongxian and Wang Guoging.
Zhai, 23, was sixth on a list
of 21 student leaders most
wanted by police after the

June 4,1989 erackdown on

the democracy movement, e
cluded ecapture for ncarly a
year and organized an undcer-
ground anti-communist party.
4. 22, led a demonsiration
al [Beijing university on the
first anniversary of the crack-
down in which students

marched, sang songs and
threw botties from dormilory
windows. |ic allacked China's
lcaders as “wild and savage au-
locrals.”

The backgrounds of the
other three defendants were
not known, bul many workers
arresied for Ltheir part in the
| 989 arc suill in jail.

Court stall deltberatcly cov-
cred up the public notices an-
nouncing Lhe seniencing soon
afler they were pasted up and
har rclatives and friends
who spokce with foreign re-
poricrs present

SEOUL, Feb 25 : North
Korcan President Kim [1-Sung
will hold on to power will not
transfer his post o his son as
expected. a senior Seoul offi-
cial who recently met with the
“Great Leader” said here today.
reports AFP.

"Kim is simply too healthy
to abdicate.” Lee Dong-Box.
spokesman of South Korea's
delegation to last week's (nter-
Korean Prime Ministers'
mecting, said.

“It s one of very important

dents,

|—Kim won't transfer
power to his son

discoveries we think we have
found, that there is not going
to be the kind of power trans-
fer which has been rumored.”
Lee told foreign correspon-

"North Korea {s not ready to
g through that type of trans-

ol power.” he said.

The st of Supreme
Commander of the Pcople’s
Army was specially created to
honour his son and did not
usurp the elder Kim's autho
as supreme commander.

it

lence and tenstion In the
Middlc East marked the
fourth round negot lations

since the sides first met at last
October’s historic Middle East
peace conference.

The negotiations so far have
achieved little and all sides
have expressed disappoint-
ment with the lack of

and
still
for

the

not
thetr

Ill"lti. Jordan
Palestinians have

agreed on agenda
talks

The lvan guarantee question
overshadowed Monday's nego-
tiations. Al sides had been
waiting for months for
Washington w lay its cards on
the table.

Israel Prime Minister
Yitzhak Shamir was defiant.

e cannot under eir -
curzumn fo along ::I the
principle that Jews have no

{ to ve in this or that part

of the land of Israel.” said
Shamir

Saudis to buy
F-15 from US

WASHINGTON, Feb 25:
Saudi Arabta has formally askod
o buy 72 F-15 Aghter plancs
from the United Siales in a
deal worth five billion dollars,
NBC teclevision reported on
Ih?. says [Rcuter,

NBC news said (the adminis-
iration of President Ocorge
Bush told Congress in a secret

:

WEeRPON.
Isracl has objected 10 offen-
sive weapons salcs in the L
and Congrcss has Lo
pressure 1o halt the sales.

China withdraws
embassy from
Latvia

nation set up consular ties
with Tatwan, reports AP.

The Chinese side had made
solemn representations to the
Latvian side on this matter.®
the Chinese Foreign Ministry
said in a statement issued by
the state-run Xinhua News

Agency. It said the Latvian -

Taiwan nt viclated the
Latvian-Chinese communique

thai established tic re-

China routinely includes a
clause in such agreements

lru:lly-hg that Taiwan is part
China and the only legiti-
mate government is in

The Chinese action fell

short al breaking relations
with Latvia.

Ruling party
wins Malta polls

Ta Qali, Malita, Fcb 25 :
Prime Minisler Eddie Fenech
Adami proclaimed viclory to-
day in Malta's holly-contesicd
General Election and said join-
ing the Eu n Communily
would be his government's
primec aim, rcports Reuler.

It will be our top priority,
he told Reulers during a vie-
tory lour of the counting hall
in this cenlml Malicse town.

Fenech Adami's Nationalist
party dcclared on Monday
night it had won 51 per cent
of the volc against 47 per cent
for its main rival, the Labour

party.

The only

BAGHDAD, Feb 25: Arms
flapping, the Iragi policeman
flagged down a car in centrat

ad this week on sceing a
foreign face in the passenger's
scal, reports Reuler,

"Please sir”, the policeman
asked the visitor through a
hall-open car window. "Can you
buy me a new whistle? My old
one is broken, and | can't get
another because of the em-
bargo”.

To fllustrate his dilemma,
he blew air through the
Chinese-made silver instru-
ment hung round his neck. No
sound emerged. "You cannot
get a good whistle now, be-
cause of the blockade.” he said.

One year after Iraq was
routed in the Gulfl War over
Kuwait, the effect of living un-

thing Iraqis have wonﬂfrjo

der sanctions is beginning to
tell on the lives of ordinary
iraqis., not just lraqi police-
men.

Last February 28, when the
US-led coalition ceased its of-
fensive, ushered in one of the
longest periods of peace Iragis
have known since before t
start of the 1980-88 war with
Iran.

But the taste of peace {s bit-
ter-sweet. Daily life costs
iragis more than they have
ever known, shortages abound
and life without war means a
struggle to survive under the
siege of sanctions.

"Get married? What kind of
a life is that? It's not a life, it's
death sentence,” sald one

highly marriageable young

" published, but foreign

Iraqi woman who now works
to supplement her parents’ in-

mmtr

No official data has been
o studies
say | is slowly slippin
dmr‘ﬂn world ecnrﬂ:nlg
table, from the group of
die income ofl states to
fank among the Third World
poor.

US President George Bush
says sanctions imposed after
Iraq's August 1990 invasion of
Kuwait will remain in force as

Jong as Saddam Hussein rules

this nation of 18 million peo-

le.

: B:‘temthmndtphmuu
sanctions actually
::ldlmbym:‘llﬂ
siege which legitimises his use

of the army. intelligence ser-
vices and police to exercise
power.

Routed on the battlefield
and then shaken by rebellions
by the Kurds and Shi'ites,
Saddam Hussein promised his
nation he would liberalise the
politics, economics and the
media.

But the Baath Party still
rules unchallenged. the econ-
omy is a free-for-all black mar-
ket and the only non-govern-
ment newspaper is Babel a
gyruammmnt daily owned

Saddam's son Uday.

“We went to war over
Kuwait and we lost. We re-
belled nst Saddam Nlke
Bush and we lost. Saddam
crushed us. The only thing we

BEIJING, Feb 28
Mongolian Prime Minisicr
Dashtyn Dyambasurcn, his vast
couniry lurching inte cco-
nomic crisis alicr its decision
o abandon socialism, on
Monday began a irip to seck
help from France and
Germany, Dctjings new China
news agency sald, reporis
Reuter.

Byambasurcn, who lasit
monih threalened o quit his
position (o atonc for cro-
nomic ills ravaging Mongolia,
will also visit the headguaricrs
of the European Community in
Brusscis, the ageney said in a
repori from Ulan Hator.

"The visit would also open
the door to further coopera-
tion between Mongola and the
EC.” the agency said.

It did nol give a schedule
for Byambasurcen's Lrip.

Vice President Radnaasum-
bereliyn Gonchigdor] Ich

on a onc-month lour
of Asian and Pacific counirics
carlier in Fcbruary. the

Chincse agency said.

The Buily Star 5

| Mongolia in economic
crisis after
abandoning socialism

M s believed that they are
sccking more loans for na-
Honal construction.” i satd.

Mongolia, a sparscly
lated nation ol wind-blown
sicppes and forbidding moun-
lain ranges streiched across
north-central Asia. has cn-
dured a biticr winicr of short-
age and hardship ollowing its
dectsion o drop communism
in 1990,

Deprived of iraditional eco-
nomic support from #Hs one-
time mentor, the former
Sovict Union. Mongolia has
embarked on a crash pro-
gramme Lo devclop a market
cconomy and democratic poli-
es.
But the halt Lo Sovict aild
has brought critical shortages
of everylhing [from maiches
and vodka to medicines and
antibiotics

Mongolta s communist lead-
crs followed Moscow's lead in
March 1990 and abandoncd
their sole monopoly on power.
allowing [ree clections laler

that ycar

Condom to fight AIDS

SAQO PAULO, Brazil : Sao Paulo health workers hit the
sireets on Monday o distribute 2.6 milllon condoms as the

Brazilan
lmm

up for carnival celebrations this weekend,
said, reports Reuter.

The condom handouts are part' of an AIDS [(Acguired

immune Deficiency

ndrome) awareness programme the

city lmunched in an to eurb the most sertous AIDS epi-

demic in the country.
Officials said 14.800 peo

have been tested positive fur

the AIDS virus in the state of Sao Paulo and they estimate the

number of carrters may

reach 300.000. Upto 700,000 people

could be infected In all Brazil, they said.

"There is far more sexual activity during carnival.”
Elizabeth Inglesi, head of the Sao Paylo AIDS campaign. said.

“People are more Eb.n\n-drlvm-'

inglest said her office was working with the dancers and
musicians of the Samba schools, who march in the traditional
carpival parades, to educate the population about the AIDS
threat.

His hand on her lap
turns him into a trap

BANGKOK : Thai army chief Suchinda Kraprayoon is facing

his t battle how 1o make peace with his jealous
mw

wife

& controversy over his to-friendly encounter with

a beauty queen, reports Reuter.

The nation newspaper sald an enraged Wannee Krap n
made a big scenc at a party for military top brass in southern
Thatland over the weekend after her husband playfully put his

hand in the lap of beauty queen si

nger Sacngravee Assavarak.

Wannee shocked hundreds of guests by laking the micro-
phone o demand the beauty queen leave the party. it said.
She also threatened (o smash the sound system of the band.

The embarrassed Suchinda. Thailand's most powerful gen-
eral and a leader of last year's coup detat, could not be
reached for comment on Monday.

Elvis Presley returns

LAS VEGAS :

Is Elvis Presley best remembered as the

sneering. hip-swiveling rock 'n’ roller or the middle-aged le-

gend in a white sequined suit 7,
The Postal Service is leaving

reports AP.

it up o the American people.

The service unveiled two stamp designs Monday. one

showing the king in his "Hound Dog"

and "Heartbreak Hotel”

years. The other shows Elvis during his leter Las Vegas years.

died in 1977 at

42.

Five million ballots will be available to the public in post

offices April 4 to 26.
The

winning stamp. expected to be issued in 1993, will be
announced in May. probably at the Presley's Graceland eslale

in Memphis. Tenn.

“This lets the American public become involved in a very
unique way,” Postmaster Anthony Frank said. "He broke new

ground. The American people have decp feelings for him.”
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LAS VEGAS: US Postmaster General Anthony M. Frank

stands between two stamp designs of the king

of the Rock

N'Roll, Elvis Presley at the Las Vegas Hilton. The stamps,
which were unveiled at the site where Presley had 839 sold-

out ormances, will compete in a nationwide poll 6-24
April. The winner will be declared in early May.

have won (rom the war s
sanctions," an lIraql doctor
said,

Iraqis see no ct of a
change of leadership. They say
that they themselves have and
will have to adapt to the reali-
ties of the new Iraq. diplomat-
ically and :cummicn]l;y iso-
lated from the world.

Sclf-reliance is also the
government’'s motto as it re-
pairs the effects of 42 days of
allied bombing, 1t is proud of
the vast num of bridges,
waterworks., telecommunica-
tion centres and airports it has
rebuiit without any foreign in-

But diplomats in Baghdad
say all the smart new facades

on repaired buildings mask se-

— AFP/UNB photo

m war is ‘sanctions’

rious shortages of electronic
and mechanical equipment
that can only come from the
outside world - Iraq is only
permitted to import food and
drugs.

Even Iraq’s ol industry,
made idle by the blockade,
would start to creak after a
few months for want of spare
parts if it were allowed to

pump at capacity. oll minister
Usama Al-Hiti says.

The policeman’'s whistle 1s a
trivial example, doctors say
they are not getting anything
lke the drugs they need, den-
tista say they have no anaes-
thetic. cancer hospitals no
dﬂlﬂ for chemotherapy, hos-
pitals mo syringes or disinfec-
tant.



