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Trade fair at
Jeddah hotel

JEDDAH, Feb 25: A seven-
day long Bangladesh Single
Country Trade Exhibition-
1992 began at a city hotel herc
Tuesday. Dr Rabea S Dahlan.
Assistant Deputy Governor of
Mekkah. fnaugurated the
Trade Fair, first of its kind,
designed to promole
Bangladesh exports to the

Kingdom. reports BSS.

One electrocuted

Mohammad Nousher. a
thirty-year-old man died after

he received injuries due to [

electric shock at his residence
at around 9.30 pm Monday.
Nousher was rushed from his
Mohammadpur residence to
the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital [DMCH) immediately
but died there at 11 Tuesday

moming. UNB reports.
Housewife commits
suicide

A young housewile allegedly
committed suicide at her resi-
dence carly Tuesday. DMCH
sources sajd that Sufia Begum
(30) hanged herself from the
cefling at her residence in
Mirpur, Section 6 at around 2
am. Her husband Poresh (30),
a rickshawpuller was report-

edly absconding after the sui-
cide. reports UNB.

Examinees attack
CU teachers

From Stall Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Fcb 25 :'Six
university teachers were in-
jured, one of them scriously,
when a group atl examinees al
tacked a vigilance Leam at a
degree college here today, of-
ficlals said. 4

Jasimuddin Ahmed, a lec
lurer of Marine Scicnee
Department of Chitlagong
University, and [five other
teachers were injured in the
allack as Lthe teachers tried 1o
slop somc degree examincos
from taking unfair mcans at
Pahartali Degree College.

The cxaminces also ran-
sacked the collcge office. the
officials said.
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Two-day extended mocting bcgins In cigy

The leadership of Lhe
Bangladesh Nationalist Parly
(BNP) other than Chatrpcrson
Begum Khaleda Zia yesicrday
came under strong criticisms
for political incrtia.

The thana-level leaders of
the party made angry com-

ments and pul forward
‘constructive’ -ulglunnl Lo
build thc part deliberat-

In‘mlltﬂrnldaynilhctw-
day exicnded mecting of the

The mocting began al 3 pm
at Sugandha with Khalcda Zia
in the chair.

About 1600 rcpresentatives
from all over the country and
leaders of the front ogranisa-
tions altended the meeling
atmed al reviewing the party
activitics since it assumed

wer in Scplember last yoear
ﬂhwing the return o parlia-

BNP Chair
at Sugandha yesterday.

By Mahfuz Ullah

mentary democracy.

Begum Zia, party sources
say, listened 10 the comments
of grassrootls leaders and was
secn amiling as the
alterns enjoyed the rll‘\m‘i’m
expressing Ltheir dissatisfaction
and emotion.

Sources [urther minis-
ters and Mcembers ol Parlia-
menl wore criticised for [alling
o maintain a good relavonship
with Lthe workers whe ‘were in
the street upholding the party
flag and fighting the aulocratic
rule for long nine ycars.’

Some of them said that the
ministcrs, in cascs, ‘fail lo
recoghise Lhe workers of the
party and pay allcnlion lo peo-
ple not loyal to BNP," the
sources added. '

According to sources, the

thana-level lcaders also. crit-
parly Sccorclary

cised the

General for latling Lo conlirm
dates of coundil scastons of dif-
ferent disirict commiiices
even aller repealed remindcrs.

These lkeaders cxpressed
annoyance for what Lhey
termed no activitics nf the
party for aboul a yecar.
observed, a mec of this na-
ture ‘should have called
much ecarlicr.” Some of the
leaders, insidcrs say, cven
went to the extent of propos-
ing a change in the leadership
of the party and dcm-nded
that the Cabinct be made sub-
ordinate to Lhe party com:
mand.

Some ol the speakers sug-

gnd that the party Secrclary
neral should not hold a
Cabinet position but might ¢n
joy minisicrial protocol.

Abdus Salam Talukder, the
Secrciary General of Lhe party,

- BNP highcommand under fire

uE-nlu remarks said
flure 10 organtse the

purlr was nol the responsibil
ity of the leadcrshi :

Referring (o different mews
papers reporis aboul im-
pending change in the Cabina
and party kendcrship, Talukdor
tcrmed those reporis
‘e dews

Fazxlur Rahman PPatal. the
Simie Minister for Communi
calion, who was conduciing
the mecling delended tThe
position of Lhe ministcrs by
saying that they also took part
in Lthe movemenl againsi
avtocracy. Insiders said, be
cause of his 'unwanted advo
cacy’ for the minisicrs the
participanis began multicring
and al onc slage he was ro-
Meved of the responsibility of
conducting the mecting
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person Khaleda Zia leading herself to the dais prior to the opening of the two-day extended meeting of the party

— Star photo

If there is a single positive
outcome that turns the ex-
tended meeting of the
Executive Committee ol the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) into a success. it would
be a long-awaited thrust of the
ruling party towards firm pol-
icy directions, in all different
fields.

The on-going two-day meet-
ing. the first one of this size to
be held since the party as-
sumed power last March, has
raised great expectations, in-
side the organisation and out-
side, about the future course of
action of the administration of
Begum Khaleda Zia.

These expectations are
seen against the backdrop of
simmering discontent within
the parllamentary party of
BNP. reported divisions within
the leadership and a reshuffle
in the cabinet.

The discontent within the
pariamentary party came into
a sharp focus last week over
the Prevention of Anti-
Terrorism Bill which, much to
the dismay ol the leadership of
the ruling party. many BNP
MPs privately described as
“worse than a black act”. The
bill now lies before a special
committee for “scrutiny”

which may well pave the way

By SM Ali

for some kind of a consensus
between the ruling party and
the opposition, Awami League
(AL).

The deliberation at the EC
meeting would give an oppor
tunity to the BNP leadership to
admit its mistake in the draft-
ing and. indeed, in the presen-
tation of the bill. It can. then,’
assure the back-benchers at
the Sangsad that. in future,
they would be fully consulted.
in advance. on proposed legis-
lations, ‘and thus defuse the
rising tension inside the par-
liamentary party.

However, there is a danger
that the leadership may take a
tough line in defence of its
handling of pariamentary af-
fairs. in the name ol party dis-
cipline. and cause further de-
terforation in the morale in-
side the ruling party.

For the average BNP mem-
ber, inside or outside the
Sangsad. it all bolls down to

the gquestion of inner democ-
racy within the organisation,
sustained by a broad-based de-
cisfon-making process within
the parlfamentary party.and
increased interaction between
individual cabinet members
and MPs belonging to the rul-
ing party.

If such a discussion runs ils

Wlll the PM emerge stronger

course, many individual minis
ters will — and indeed should
— face strong criticism for
their poor performance; with
the administration, as a whole.
coming under fire on issues
ranging from campus violence
o continued stagnation in the
economy. In all probability.
BNP members. outside the

. will voice strong dis-
approval of the increase in the
remunerations of MPs and the
introduction of other privi-
leges.

How Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia handles the situa-
tion remains to be seen. My
own guess is. she will emerge
stronger from the two-day
meeting. with increased sup-
port at the grassroots level
With this support. she can go
for a much-awaited reshuffle of
the cabinet and. in short, set
her house in order.

If a wind of change blows
through the ruling party. it will
indeed have a positive effect
on the political system as a
whole and probably set the
pace for the delfberation at the
extended meeting of the oppou-
sition Awami League, due to be
held on March 1. Like BNP, AL
also needs changes in the way
it functions, inside the parlia-
ment and outside,

Million-dollar
birthday

LOS ANGELES,
Elizbecth Taylor,
[lollywood's mosl cnduring
stars, cclebrales her 60th
birthday on Thursday in typi-
cally grand style, She has
renled the Disncyland Theme
Park for a milllon-dollar bash
with 1,000 pucsts, rcports
Reutcer.

The Disncyland Company
has gone all oul Lo accommao-
datc Taylor and her [riends,
dressing the park in a modiac-
val thenmwe. Gournmel food from
around the world will be
served on Lhe (inesl China sct
on deep purple tablecloths,

Feb: 25

onc of

@The Baily Star

1412 HIJRI

SHABAN 21,

to rupture
Dhaka-Tokyo ties

By Toufique Imrese Khalidi

Japan has taken serious ex-
ceptions to Bangladesh's stand
on Karnaphult Ferttlizer
Factory (KAFCO)] project that
could ultimately ruin relations
between the two countries.

The KAFCO project is now
taking on "serious proportions
posing threat particularly to
the bilateral economic coop-
eration’ between Bangladesh
and Japan. according to an of-
ficial message from the
Bangladésh Ambassador in

Tokyo. |

"The situation has unfortu-
nately developed at a time
when most nations are com-
peting for their share of assis
tance from Tokyo which is
now world's flnancial capital

and at a time when Bangladesh
has stood to gain because of

good will due o our
recent political developmen
and economic policy.”

some ‘vital areas’ — (1) finan-

cial assistance for Jamuna
(2) pledge In the ensu-
ing Consortium Mecting

(3) VVIP visit 10 Japan' — in
the near future.

Referring to his delibera-
tions with senior officials In
Japan during recent months,
the said that “they
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| Foreign NGOs can work among Rohingyas
Refugees put economy
under pressure

By Staff Correspondent

With the official count of
Rohingya refugees swelling w
80.000 and another 1.000
coming daily. a Foreign Office
spokeaman sald on Tuesday
that the situation has become
difficult creating tremendous
pressure on the economy of
Bangladesh.

Briefing journalists the
spokesman said Bangladesh s
appeal for international help
has recetved “prompt and pos-
itive response

But the refugee wave has
strained Bangladesh's limited
resources.

“The situation has become
difficult creating tremendous
pressure on the economy.” he
sad.

The spokesman added that
Banglades h-d y 8p-
proac Uk ary
General. lht UNHCR and the

World Food Progranune of help
Bangladesh solve the refugee
proble

m.

The number of refugees is
increasing and the unofficial
estimate has already put it at
more than | lakh 12 thousand.

According Lo the

" “Lohdon-based NMifma

spokesman about 40,000
refugees are now lving in six
camps by the govern
ment which is distributing
food through Red Crescent
Society

So far, the United Nations
High Commissioner for
Refugees granted 1.1 million
US dollars with the European
Commission announcing an
emergency ald of 647,500

dollars. The World Food
Programme has granted 1.9
million doliars.

The spokesman said two
Amnesty International mem
bers will arrtve on Thursday to
interview the refugees who say
they fled a military crackdown
in Arakan. the western
provinece of Myanmar.

The activists 1 the
n fights

group will visit the refugee

camps in Cox's Bazar and

Bandarban districts.

He said the ernment
revising a previous stand has
decided to permit foreign
NGOs to work among the
refugees
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e g | Killers have no party,

no politics : Hasina

BAGERIIAT, Feb 25 : Awami

President Sheikh asi-

na Tucsday criticised the

governmenl for f[afling to ar-

rest Lhe killers of Chhatra

League lcader Maniruzzaman
Badal, reports UND.

"Government's killing age-
nts” planted in the organi-
salion were responsible for
Badal's murder at the Dhaka
University, she told a meceling
al Rayenda [ligh School ground
in Swarankhola upazxila this al-
lernoon.

The mecting, commemorat-
ing the dcath of Chhatra
Leaguc Organising Secrclary,
was addressed, among others,
by Dadal's father and Swara-
nkhold Thana Awami League
President Nasfir Uddin Ahmed,
Munnujan Sullan, Dr Moza-
mmel Illagq MP, Sheikh
Harunor Rashid MP, Mostala
Rashidi Suja MP, Abdul
Khaleque Talukdar MP, Mukul
Bosc and Sheikh Abdullah.

llasina said, “Killers are
hated animals, they have no
party, no politics . , . after ¢en-
quiry. whocver is found guflly
of the murder will be expelled
from the party.”

The Awami League chiefl
earlicr visited the mazar of
Maniruzzaman Badal to place
wreath and offer atcha there,

Accusing the ruling BNP of

planned Lerrorism to disrupt
the educational system, Hasina
said she had suspended
Chhatra League activities al the
Dhaka University to hel :
store academic almﬂ: E{:ﬂ:
"Bul Prime Minister Hn.gum Lia
did not respond Lo the initia-
tive and ban Chhalra Dal activi-
ties there.”

She said the mmcnt
party is talking of eliminating
terrorism bul at the same time
giving protcction to identified
terrorisis.

The opposilion leader
called for rccasting the gov-
ernment’'s policies and pro-
grammes for revilalising the
economy. Otherwise, she
warncd, wrong policics pur-
sued by the government will
lead to lurther economic cri-
sis.

In the absence of proper
planning, she said, the gov-
ernment could not utilise even
10 per cent of foreign aid
during the current fiscal ycar.

Dweclling on foreign policy,
she accuscd the rnment ol
playing "subscrvicnt role”

pleasc {ts forcign masters.

On her way from Gopalganj
to Bagcerhat, the Awami League
chiel addressed wayside moecet-
ings at a number of places, in-
cluding Mollarhat, Nashukhali
Bazar, Fakirhat and Morelganj.

'Dhaka should try a self-imposed moratorium on aid

By Staff Correspondent

|

Bangladesh, afller decades of
ald-dependent ‘development
disaslcrs’, should now try a
sell-imposed moralorfum on
external resource inflow to
force upon itscll a ‘no-aid de-
velopmenl strategy.

This was advocated in a
key-nole paper on 'Bangladesh
in Tomorrow's World

Challcnges and Outlook’ by Dr
INckharuzzaman at a scminar
jointly organised by the
Bangladesh Institute of Inter-
national and Strategic Studies
(BiISS) and Alllance Francaise

on Tuesday.
Bangladcsh, in delining ils

position in the emerging new
world order, faces two intler-
related challenges of sustain-
ing and institutionalising de-
mocracy and inftiating a
process of sustainable partict-
patory development pulting
the intcrest of the people at
the “core of all policy and de-
cision-making”, he said.

Thus, the fundamcntal pol-
icy-thrust for the country
should be to count on what it
can “bargain and earn” by pro-
jecting 118 aclual potential and
capability, he added, insicad of
what it may "descrve and ob-
tain because of fts impedi-

menis.
leld at the Instilutle's audi-
torium, Additional Foreign
Secrclary Farooq Sobhan was
the moderator while French
researcher Jean-Alphones Ber-
nard of the National Foun-
dation for Defence Studies
commented on the paper.

Dr Ifickharuzzaman, who is
the Rescarch Direclor at Bl-
IS8, pointed out that proper
initiative was lacking to mo-
bilisc internal resources in the
country duc o the over-de-
pendence and ready availability
of external aid and assistance.

"Even the urge for mobilisa-

tion of internal rcsources for
development comes from time
to time oul of external pres-
sure or when there is a reali-
sation now and then that the
availability of external re-
sources may shrink,” he said
while noting the stifl condi-
tionalities imposed by the
donors.

Arguing that the whole idea
that Bangladesh cannot survive
without external aid infllow
may be a myth, he said, the
fact that the couniry was un-
able to develop a scll-sustain-
ing cconomy withoul forcign
aid has never been scriously

justified.

Saying that the moralorium
on the ‘narcotie dependencd
on forcign aid is cascnlinlly a
political cholee, he called for
placing the issuc on national
referendum 1o allow the peo-
ple 1o make the choice.

The aid-oriented external
policy pursucd so far. Dr
IMickharuzzaman said, must
gradually be shifted towards
trade and investment-oriented
diplomacy. “The target must be
to replace aid by trade and in-
vesimenl as the source of re:
source infllow inlo the country
which musi be critical in

achieving sclf-reliance in the
long-run.”

Commenting on the key-
note paper, Jean Bernard,
while noting that the non-aid
scenario Is a rathcer question-
able approach 1o sclf-reliance,
pointed out that the quality of
forcign aid could not be ques.,
tioned without questioning the
type of development being
pursucd,

Taking part in the discus-
sions, French Ambassador
Scrge Degallaix terming it a
"very dangorous concept” said
it s a rather simplistic ap

See Page 12 Col 8
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KAFCO threatens |

N

| South Africa

make debut
today

SYDNEY. Australia, Feb 25

Defending champion Australia
will be under pressure when it
in a historic
World Cup maich at the
Sydney Cricket Ground on
Wednesday. reports AP

The Australlans lost their
opening World Cup match
against co-host New Zealand ip
Auckland on Saturday and can-
not afford another defeat

The South Africans have not
yet played in the tourmament
but thetr return to the inter
national arena has ensured a
sell-out 48.000 crowd

The teams last met in an of-
ficial international 22 years
ago. when South Africa wra
pped-up a 4-0 test series win
with a victory In Port
Elzabeth

No South African tcam has
toured Australia for 28 years

(Details and more Wordd Cup

[ staries on Page 10.)

'‘Govt welcomes
private efforts
for public
welfare’

‘Prime Minister Hegum
Khaleda Zia Said Tuesday that
the government would appre-
clate any non-government ef-
fort. aimed at the welfare of
people and would extend sup-
port to every possible sector in
this respect. reports HSS.

The Prime Minister was
addressing a functon held to
mark the inauguration of the
National Centre for Hearing
and Specch. The centre has
been established by Society for
Assislance Lo Hearing
Impaired Children (SAHIC) in
collaboration with Andheri
Hilfe of Germany at Mohakhali.

Begum Zia sald hall of the
hearing impaired population
were children and juvenile.
One of the major reasons for
deafness of the children and
juvenile was the absence of
proper treatment, she said
adding that but deafness could
be checked and cured through
umely treatment.

She expressed hopes that
the concerned organisation
would come forward with
more enthusiasm in providing
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Italy may help
build Rupsha
bridge

ROME. Feb 26:
Prime Minister
Andreotti has said. the gov-
ernment and the people of
Italy had goodwill and fond-
ness for Bangladesh and Italy
would do everything possible
to help the government of -

Bangladesh, reports BSS.
Andreotti said this when

Italian
Giulio

Foreign Minister A S M
Mustafizur Rahman met him
yesterday.

Italian Prime Minister re-
sponded positively to the
Bangladesh Foreign Minister's
request for Italy’s help in con-
structing a bridge over the
Rupsha river. Italy has already
pledged to finance the

feasibility study for
construction of the bridge.

The Foreign Minister ap-
prised the Prime Minister of
the endeavour of the govern-

See Page 12 Col 7

Hill people
start long
march today

By Staff Correspondent

The tribal and non-tribal
peoplc will stage a demonstra-
ifon in the capital today
(Wednesday) to demand end of
kftling and restoration of peace
in the country's hilly districts.

Organisers sald thal a long
march which began Monday by
scveral thousand hill people
from Rangamatli, Khagracchari
and DBandarban districts will
end today in Dhaka followed by
arally at )1 am in fromt of Lthe
Jaliya Press Chub.

Prime Minister Begum

See Page 12 Col 7



