' Kuwait's Foreign

Assistance

The Almighty Allah has en-
dowed Kuwait with immense
wealth. The Kuwaitis are proud
not of this wealth, but also
of the that they had shared
them with fellow Arabs and
other developing countries.

The magnitude of the
Kuwaiti aid to the recipient
countries was never disclosed
as a matter of policy based on

Islamic iple.
The muuc-n of Kuwait's

wealth was always divided
justly and evenly between
Kuwaitis and other residents.
in accordance to the tencts of
Islam. The Government of
Kuwait used the huge wealth at
its disposal in a well conceived
manner directed toward con-
struction, modemisation and
the spread of goodwill.

Kuwait looked upon ftsell as
a partner in progress with
other developing countries
With this object in vicw.
Kuwait developed the Kuwait
Fund for Arab Economic
Development (KFAED) in
196]1. The main objective of
KFAED, thus. was to extend fi-

i#

nancial facilities to Arab Asian
and African countries on sofl
terms to help in their eco-
nomic uplift.

This fund that is regarded
as the first Arabic National
Institution established by de-
veloped countries for extend-
ing aid to other developing
countrics, started with a KD
50 Million capital. Assistance
by KFAED was extended
against specific projects that
were economically feasible and
which promises to bring wel-
fare for the people of the re-
cfpient country. A case in point
is the KFAED assistance 1o
Manu River Projeci. the East-
Wes! [nterconnecter project
and the KD-5000000 loan for
North West-Tube well Project
to help boost-crop outpul in
North-West sh.

Initially. the disbursement
of aid was limited 1o Arab

countries only. However, from
1974, it expanded to include
Third World countries. With
the increasing role and expan-
sion of KFAED's Assistance
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It was with great expectation and centhusiasm that Kuwait
was looking forward 10 a comprehensive celebration of this
momentous occasion that is compatible with historical and
nationalist values which characierises this occasion. However,
the continued forcible detention of the Kuwaill sons
others as hostages in the prisons of the Iragl regime and the
intention of this regime to persist in s design o continue
the detention of those brave sons of the soll and others,

preclude any great Kuwaiti rejoicing. Kuwai
cohesive society, we can mtﬂ::br!
martyrs and of war we
feelings *Mlmhmmlmm
reason to address this message to our brothers and

that on this historic oceasion we call upon them to share and
to participate with us in the effort 1o exert pressure on the

?
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indecd. the supremacy of the rule of law that began from that
day heralded the beginning of a new international order.
Evidently. the beration of Kuwait is the first frult of that new
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Iraqi regime with all possible means to
sons and others who are still facing the ughiest
resorted by that regime.

The twin occasions of national day

inhuman

Kuwait and the whole world.

liberation day have

and
come after the culmination of an eventful year experienced by
of the

the invasion and occupation

State of Kuwait

During
by the forces of the Iragi ruling clique. the ugliest forms of

inhuman were

perpetrated on Kuwaitis as well as on

non-Kuwaitis. The aggressors indulged in looting. arson,
plundering and the indiscriminate destruction of all state

structures.

This day, last

year, international legitimacy ::n weaving
com-

the dawn of freedom for Kuwait and its people

pleted that weaving with the sunset of oppression hege-
mony the next day. The victory of Kuwait and the restoration
of freedom was in effect a victory for intermational legitimacy

and a triumph for the values of the rights. justice and equality.

Kuwait exists and will con-
tinuc to do so as long as right

prevails oyer might.

The world was witness to
two world wars when German
boots threatened to over run
the whole of Europe. Hitler's
invading forces used the pre-
posterous pretext of historical
rights when they over ran
their weak neighbours. But
then they ran into a force
much stronger and powerful
than what they advocated and
that is the force of truth, right,

equality and justice.

Hitler's claim of one
German nation encompassing
all the German speaking races
in neighbouring countries was
as ridiculous as Saddam's claim
of historical rights on Kuwait.
There is little doubt that both
Hiter and Saddam used the
principle to cover their design
for carving out an empire of
his own to quench his ambi-
tious thirst for and ag-
grandizement. Perhaps, the
principle of historical rights
served as a basis for annexation
of a boring state way back
when rule of force and
might held sway over the rule
of law.

How far, can this principle
be advocated in this latter half
of 20th century is moot.

Il such a principle was al-

{ lowed to prevail. then the

‘Warm Congratulations to the Government
and the Bortherly People of

The State of Kuwait

on Their

National Day
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his
sincere gratitude and profound
endeavours and luminous cfforis e

undoubtedly these will remain engraved in the memory of

tion all
in its favour

its people from gencration o generution

coming would have ex-
pe a mad rush W re-
draw the map of Europe. the
Americas, indeed the whole
world. Such a principle imper-
fls the security of all weak
states and subjects them to
the will of the preponderant
power.Thercfore, the use of

such a principle is ultravirus
and s unacceptable to the rule
of law.

The existence of Kuwait
dates back to BC 600 with the
scttlement of the Hellenies in
Al-Khazna Hill area on Failaka
Island. The first Kuwaiti town
was ecstablished in approxi-
mately 1672.

The State of Kuwait
emerged as a political entity
with the election of Shetkh
Sabah Bin Jaber as the Amir of
Kuwait in about 1752. It is a
historical fact that contrary to
claims iraq. Kuwait was
never su to Ottoman
rule and it was free to prac-
tice its authority in-
dependently of the Ottoman

Empire and of any other entity

that was part of the Ottoman
Empire.

The fact that contacts
between the Emir of Kuwait
and the Ottoman ruler were

Another interesting fact is
that the Ottoman ruler did not
apnolnt any ruler for Kuwait to
rule on his behalf. They left
Kuwait alone te it as the
land of the independent tribe
which was beyond their ju-

However, the ruler
of Kuwait considercd the
Sultan of the Ottoman Empire
as the head of the Islamic faith.
Kuwait assisted the Ottoman
Empire in its land and naval
expeditions to take control of
Basra sometime around the
mid -eighteenth century out of
its desire and keenness to
maintain the mutual and reli-
glous ties as well as out of po-

litical expediency emanating
from the beliel that any threat
to the Ottoman Empire may
eventually have a spill over ef-
fect on Kuwaitl itsell. Another
evidence that spcaks Jor
Kuwait's independent cntity is
that when Kuwait perccived a
threat from the Ottoman
Empire., Sheikh Mubarak Al-
Sabah signed the protection
agreement with Britain on
January 23, 1899,

With the outbreak of the

" First World War. a British dec-

laratton in October 1914
recognised Kuwail as an in-
dependent state under British

protection

This move heralds
the beginnd of the end of a
fairly close between the
Otioman ruler and the Shaikh
of Kuwait. A further concrete
evidence emerges [rom the
fact that Kuwait was a haven
for the opponents of the
Ottoman Empire and those

fleeing it

History reveals that
one of Basra's rulers Mustafa
Agha or Mustafa Al-Kurdi es-
ca to Kuwait together with
his friend Thowaini Al-
Sadoum, the ruler of Al-
Muntafiq after a dispute with
the ruler of Baghdad Solaiman
Al-Pasha in 1789. The ruler ol
Kuwait refused to extradite
these fugitives despite threats
and 5 of money offered
to him by the Ottoman au-
thorities in Basra.

In the Anglo-Turk agree-
ment of 1913 Kuwaitd
sovereigntly and independence
and Lﬁl;rdcﬂnmunpenf its
boundary with Ottoman Iraq
were recognised. Further, the
1918 Lausanne Agreement
recognizes Kuwait as an inde-

pendent entity under British
protection.

In an exchange of letiers
between the head of the
Government of Iraq and the

Practising hobbies in Kuwaiti schools is a means of
instilling artistic perception.

THE GENESIS OF INDEPENDENT KUWAIT

British High Commissioner to
Iraq in 1932, the existing
borders between Kuwait and
Iraq were mutually recognised.
Further. in 1963 the Prime
Minister of Kuwait and lraq in
an agreement acknowledged
the independence. sovereignty
and territorial integrity of each
other's couniry as specified
under the 1932 memorandum
of understanding between Iraq
and the British High
Commission.

In 1961, as the whirlpool
of nattionalist movement swept
through Asia and Africa, the
winds of change blew over
Kuwait which saw the termi-
nation of the protectorate
agreement between the two
countries and Kuwait joined
the United Nations as an in-
dependent, sovereign nation

ll.ktn,gﬂlﬂﬂﬂ:ﬁ.llﬁlluh'!lhc
comity of nations.

Thus, from what was
known as Grain or Quraih in
the early seventeen century
and later as KOUT (meaning
fortress) finally emerged as an
independent nation in a multi-
polar world.

1

" International
Relations

Kuwail pursues a loreign
policy which is based on clar
ity, siraight forwardncss and
quict diplomacy. Such foreign
policy aims at sirengthening
constructive co-opcration with
all other countrics on the
bases of mutual respect, non-
intervention in the internal af
fairs of other stailes and advo
cating the use of pecaceful
means in resolving intcrna-
tional problems in accordance
with the principles of right-
ness and justice, away from
conflicts, spheres of influcnce
and inlcrnatfonal blocs. At the
same lime, Kuwail's policy is
concerned  with the mainic-
nancce of her independence,
her sovercignty and her free-
dom ol political decision.

Kuwait has implemenied
this policy in her endcavours
stemming from her belief in a
common Arab destiny lo-
wards the development of the
relations with her [raternal
Arab States. Hence, Kuwait is
concerned with the support
and progress of the Arab
League and its bodics, and
gives her wholcehecarted sup-
port to Lhe Palestinian ques-
tion which is at the core of the
Arab cause.

On the regional [Gull) level,
Kuwait has always belicved in
the neced Lo establish an organ-
isation rellecting the spirit of
co-operation and fratcrnily
precvalent among Arabian Gulf

| States. In view of this concept,

Kuwait and the other Gulfl
stalcs launched the Gulfl Ce-
opcration Council (4 F

B0 Bk i ks
tion, the GCC has cxeried
conceried efforts  with the
aim of further dewloping co-
operation and co-ordination
wImo Lt its member Stales in
all spheres for the benefib of
their countries and the whele
Arab Natien. The GCC per-
forms its Mlunctions within the
general national framework of
the Arab Leaguc, withoul con-
tradiction or duplication

On the Islamic level,
Kuwait firmly belicves in the
posilive existence of the

Islamic nations through their
oflspring in the four corners of
the world, and that the
progress of Muslims is linked
with the Muslims' co-operation
and co-existence undcer the
protection of tolcrance and

[raternity, since no Islamic
people with all the capabili-
lies, can achicve progress
scparaled from other brotherly
pcoples or from the global
ArCTHL

To atltain positive Islamic
co-opcralion, il is essential 1o
ovcercome  Lhe obstacles which
hindcr its march. Mostl promi-
ncnt among such obslacles are
the wars between  neighbour-
ing counirics, intcrnal dis-
putes and forcign inlervention.

Kuwail belicves that the
Muslim world’s struggle for its
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Warmest Felicitations to The Government

and the Brotherly People of '
The State of Kuwait

on Their

National Day
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