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An Outrageous Action

Reports coming from Chiltagong Universily are
distressing — at least | have been so for the
last one year. The latest ol such distressing news
concerns the Islami Chhalra Shibir's oulrageous
action on the 21sl February involving the r-
vance of the day. A function organised on the day.
it seems, was more to desecrale than to mark the
in a manner the occasion calls for. Reports
it, in brief, that the Shibir {o their vow
o allow Lhe observance of the Ekushey
on the Universily campus. Instead, a farcical lunc-
tion guarded by several scores ol armed Shibir ac-
tivists was attended by a few teachers with alle-
glance for the Jamaat-e-Islami. To add tnsult to

ury, when the Chillago Univcrsn{ Centiral

udents Union (CUCSU) A G S delying the Shibir
threat took the rostrum to deliver a speech, he
was simply dragged down and physically as-
saulied. n they staged drama salirizing those
two great occasions besides voicing indecent slo-
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gll*f.-l‘,!‘lllli.l.lgﬂ:lrlg Universily, known by Lhis lime
more as a bastion of the Shibir than an educa-
tional institution. has been a wilness (o many
such anti-Bangladesh and anti-Liberation activi-
ties, incl the hoisting of a Pakisiani flag. The
reality that ngladesh has come (o slay is
irreconcilable for the Shibir. And their perpetual
opposition to everything Bangalee appears lo be
beyond redemption. The making ol the country
was made possible because the people here
sought to establish their distinctive identily

through language, cullure and economic
emancipation. It is precisely for this reason that
the Language Movement ol 1952. the Mass

Movement ol 1969 and the Liberation War ol
1971 have a most sacred place in Lhe nation's
collective consciousness.

But there are forces who (reat all these occa-
sions contemptuously and are still busy conspir-
ing against Lthe country's independence. Most
surprisingly, though, these anti-Bangladesh ele-
ments have not been challenged very ellectively
either the administration or by the sociely at
large. The price already paid in the process has
been heavy. The sad part of all this is that the is-
sues have been made to give the impression ol
being contentious and even divisive. Today the
anti-Liberation forces dare challenge the very
basis ol our nationhood.

Quite consistent with the [lexing ol muscle by
the anti-Liberation [orces, the Jamaat has al lasl
gone for a political coup by electing a Pakistani
national their party chiel. This is as much tLhe
pressing home of their political advantage as
testing the people's patience regarding (he anti-
razakar sentiment. The reaction has been sharp
and strong and there is no way of taking the
challenge lightly.

Butl then we must admit thal something some-
where has gone terribly wrong. The adversaries
are sure to take advaniage of our lapses and
weaknesses which we have demonstraied pro-
fusely. To be [air, we {00 are partly responsible [or
the rise of the [orces thal opposed our Liberation
War. The ethos and values that went into the
making ol a nation have in the meantime under-
gone re-examination — nol necessarily for the
food. Thus the divisions among the pro-

beration forces have offered a unique opportu-
nity for the anti-Liberatjon and deleated forces of
1971 to [lurther their causes. This they are
relentlessly pursuing and by now they have

hecome organised enough to undermine all that
we hold so dear.

No longer can we aflord to allow them to un-
dermine our sacred instilulions and spirit and
values of the Liberation War. The [act that they
are yel lo accept the reality of Bangladesh is
amply demonstrated. They surely stand blameable
[or unpatriotic behaviour and there should also be
wavs (o deal with them. The question is : are we
ready to take up the challenge ?

Making a Virtue of
Disadvantages

Planning Minister Zahiruddin Khan on Sunday
pontilicated on the importance of 'upholding our
national culture. life and heritage through arts
and paintings.’ A fitter occasion could hardly be
[ound for he was inauguraling a paintings show.
And a [itter inauguralor could hardly be lound for
Mr Khan was a compulsive dabbler of paints for
long and one hopes he has kept to il in spite of
his politics. Remember Paderewski, or a closer
reminder Diego Rivera or closer still Chitta-
prasad? Even if an irresistible reference to
Guernica Is somehow desisted, it cannot be
glossed over Lhat the minister was in eflect
invilinilm or encouraging the artists of the very
many kinds (o be not only true to their heritage
and the current life around — which together
cannol but mean politics, — but also Lo somehow
uphold it.

So [ar so good — although most of the politi-
cians as well as artists may not like the idea. The
crealors and conpoisseurs of non-figurative
ralnlmﬂs in the Kaudiaskyan or Mondrianesque
ine wouldn't simply know how (o do that. The
Indian painters, ol course, have long been trying
lo develop a kind of Indiannes — starting from
the pioneering and very important but
misdirected works anc{ pr:achln%a of
Abanindranath. In our own context the glorious
tradition of our Aris Institute has unflaggingly
been on the side of a J:nllu:r:ally strong secular
and socialism-oriented patriotism. And as a
sequel to thal our Falni:ra had, by and large,
been on the side ol, what is popular parlance
called. the progresstve politics. Bul look at their
Eainungs — and try going into them in search of

eritage and cullure and life etc — you will only
be beluddled.

Likewise, how will an artist of high music in
the raga traditions ol dhrupad. kheyal or thumri,
reflect life and. well, the present perceptions of
our cullure and heritage ? The situation has [irst
of been muddled by a confusion about the func-
lion and use and the significance of art. It has
lalerly been doubly conlounded by our present
misperceplions ol cullure and heritage.

We would, however, like (o join issue with min-
ister Khan over a small but significant matter. For
God's sake, let the artist work his way to
[reedom. Pray do not counsel him to take
advantage of anything — even if that be manna
direct from heaven, like democracy. It is their job
to turn world's all disadvantages into mrlaal{n?
advanilages — in lerms not only of art but o
humanity as a whole. |
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s First Summit for
by Andrew Lycett

The wives of up to 70 international heads of state are to meet in Geneva (Fab 26-27) to
discuss the changing role of rural women. Some onlookers consider the First Ladies
Summit little more than an ineffectual public relations exercise for the women. Others say
it will help in a small way the fight for emancipation. Gemini News Service reports that
whatever the outcome, the intention to help is genuine.
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The summit will not just
provide a forum for the

was founded 18 years ago
specifically 1o ralse food pro
duc tion In the poorest regions
of the world, and has devel-
oped cxportise in largeting the
poorest people in those ro

The Daily Star 4

First Ladies

Our Electronic Products : A Popular Review

by A Mawaz

The local entrepreneurs, who are quite resourceful,
can thrive in suitable environment, which is lacking;
as also the dearth of financing arrangements for
mass production, to bring down the cost of
production. Bangla-desh's huge population ensures
a big potential market, but tapping methods have to

HE exhibition of Bang-

ladeshi electronic pro-

ducts held in Dhaka
Sheraton Hotel on February 5
and 6 was not only interesting,
but encouraging also; revealing
potentialities for sell-suffici-
ency, and also for export of
certain ftems.

In fact PABX telephones are
betng exported to Vietnam and
some o countries. Quite a
few companies are engaged for
many years in the assembly of
TV sets: the cheapest being
the B/W 14-inch TV set at
Taka 4.800. Several brands of
locally made automatic vollage
regulators (AVRs) and uninter-
rupted power supply systems
(UPS) were on exhibition. With
a little regulation, restructur-
ing and coordination. the
prices could be brought down.

A major exhibitor put on
show something new and ex-
citing. the use of solar Is
for running TV sets and other
equipment. There are very few
individual TV owncrs who

would be willidg to dish out
Taka 18,000 for a solar power
supply system. The French
sources could be tapped, as
she has a well tech-
nology in this fleld. Unless the

d of 60 cent is
brought down, t benelit
cannot be down 10 the
rural areca, where solar power
supplies are necded most:
cspecially in the coastal and
cyclone zones,

Strangely. one application
was overlooked by the ex:

hibitors. the use of solar pancis
as back cover of the cabinets of
radio sets. climinating the usc
of once-use dry batieries,
the replacement ol which cost

a couple of hundred taka per

annum. which the village
homes can hardly afford. In
fact. Unesco had developed
some prototype solar radio
scis for usc th the developing
countries. The inittal extra ex-
penditure on such a new radio
sct could be recovered in less

be carefully examined by the policy makers.

than two years, as the batleries
have not to be replaced (there
is a small dry rechargeable
batiery inside).

This being the first exhibi-
tion of its kind. the public re-
sponse was guite good (a site
ontside a hotel would be more
inviting). and many of the ex-
hibftors ran out of Hierature
There were also no informa-
tion kits for the press. From
the response evoked. it was
quite clear that two days are
nol cnough. as many consumer
productis were on display.

It was revealing w flind that
videoy casselles are being
ussembled by at least 1wo
irms, one being set up In
1946, The Government's dec)-
sion to set up an EPZ for elec-
tronic products is timely: as
technical collaborations and
tie-ups could result in export
of several consumer and indus
trial ttems. The local en-
trepreneurs, who are guite re-
sourceful, can thrive in suitable
environment, which is lacking
as also the dearth of financing
artangements for mass pro-
dus tion. o bring down the

Letters for

address. _
MPs and privileges

Sir, Frankly | was ashamod
to read that our Sangsad mem-
bers, whom we so cncrgeli-
cally voted as our rcpresenta-

ves in the Parliament. have
been so thoughtiul about
themselves as to double their
remuneralion, increase insur-
ance coverage and conveyancc
allowance, enhance con-
stituency allowance and dis-
cretionary funds and also get
granted enhanced salarics to
the President, Prime Ministcr

-and Speaker plus the privilege

that each can import a car
without custom duty and above
all the all new privilege of
grantling pension to the MPs. |
neced not describe the innu-
merable benelits they can ob-
tain exerting their infllucnee as
MPs. It is strunge that this has
been unanimously passcd and
even the very few opposition
members who raised objection
were so squeamish that the
MPs had no qualms of con-
scicnee (o write blank cheques
and Ltake undue advantage ol
the pcople’'s trust reposed in
them. Just now as | wrile this
kctler a news was iclecast that
the President, PM and the
Cabinet Ministers would not
take enhanced salarics (till
June 1992, perhaps for somce
agitation by the students and a
seclion of the public. Nothing
has. however, been said of the
decision of the MP’s. This re-
minds me of Joscph dc
Maistre who said “every

"the Government of a
couniry is a mirror of its peo
plel”.

I would conclude this letier
with the well-known story of
Hazrat Abu Bakr Siddique (R.A)
who, the next day aller he was
elected the first Caliph, was
ng to the market with a
of u;:yolh to sell. He was

the other compan-
of het Muhammad
,» including Hazrat Umar
A), that he should atiend to
important work of the
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state and that his loss in busi-
ncss would be compensated
from the public exc . S0
pious simplc was that
when, aller a few days, his wife
prepared a little sweet for the
family, he ¢ of this lux-
ury and slas his usual al-
lowance lo just enough for sus-
tenance and no . It was
with such spirited sinccrity
that Islam gainced respect and
welded hundreds of nations
and clans inlo a cosmopolilan
slate,

Now may | leave lo the
readcrs to compare and con-
trast the thoughtfulness of the
first Caliph of Islam with the
sclfish thoughtfulness of the

"first citizens”™ of their respece-
tive constitucncics of our
country? And gucss wHal sort
of a country we ltve in!

Jalalur Rahman Khan
Mohammadpur, Dhaka.

Export Bangladesh
medicines

Sir, Now that the spokcs-
men of our pharmacculical
industrics have eonlirmed that
Bangladesh is in-a position Lo
expaorl quality medicines and
carn foreign cxchange, the
authoritics should scriously be
sludying the proposal, In this
regard, | proposc a new slogan:
"From Smuggling Lo Export.”

The potentialities of our
cheap labour arc not being
properly trealed in all the
sccliors. We forget, in our
poverty. that manpower is the
grealest asscl of a country,
once Lthe li-abilitics are
conlained. The industrialised
nations arc [acing rcro or
ncgatlive growith ralcs and
shifting their factorics to
developing countrics, A few
such DCs have become
salurated, and Bangladcesh is
now on the list, The reforms in
the ncighbouring countrics
should be carefully studicd, to
main-tain and sharpen our
compeclitive cdge.

The majority of the fnlerna-
tional mamufacturcrs should be
located in a country of 110
million, with the highest den-
sity of population in the world.

provided the infrastructurc
and the investment climale,
and amenitics arc attractive.

Wc appcar Lo miss the bus.
One Japancse cxpert advisced
that instcad ol bringing the
Bangladeshi workers 1o Japan,
Lthe Japancse [aclorics could
comc here, thereby proventing
many social complications. We
arc the bargaining type. and
we haggle in an unpleasant
manner [nolwithstanding na-
tional jnlcrests).

Why Lthe Opposition is silent
on these tssucs? The forcign-
crs witnt o hear their concur-
rence fn these arcas; and not
slatcments in support of

hartals and demands, and sus-

- pected spoiling of the labour

front by nol condemning law-
lessness.

Unfortunatcly, that is the
way | sce it — the Opposition is
welcome to clarily the position
lo the public. There should be
no ‘politics’ in joint national
cfforts. They should not display
their discontentment list in
and out of scason. Negalive
slatemwents do nol do anybody
any pood.

A citizen

Chittagong Passpo
Office '

Sir. For the last few months
a practically new phenonmwnon
is fast taking shapce in the
Chittagong Passport Offiee {.c.
‘non-issuance of passpaorts due
lo so-called non-receipt of po-
Hee verifieation reports. When
the question is raised as o
when the passport will be
given, the reply invariably is
“please collect the polico verd-
fieation report from the offi-
clals of the courl or from the
DI} office cops™.

Recently the undersigned
had gone to the said ' oflice
with a [ricnd in this connee-
tion. Out of a erowd of 50 per-
sons nonc raiscd a single word
excepl & frafl looking house-
wifc challenged the clerk as o
that being the sole responst-
bility of the PP’ office and not
the PP appBeant to run afler
the cops such an unhely,
frrclevant and unheard of ex-
ercisc,

'crhaps this is a losl vasc,
novel method of cormuption b
ing introduced and prometer
by the burcaucracy commene-
ing [rom Chillagong! Unless
this Lesl case baby is nipped
in the bud, very soon it shall
nature into a monster hard, il
not impossible, to beal. From
this column of The Daily Star |
like to appeal to all relevant
aulhoritics, the benign I'M and
the Minisirics to kindly look
into this matter and issuc such
instructions for the quickest
disposal of all such cascs.

Salaurddin
Chinagong.

How's that?

Sir. Bangladesh is “down
and out™ May be yes, may be
no. No matter what, cricket in
Bangladesh is alive and well
even with the national team's
defeat in both the [riendly
malches against India's West
Bengal team in Dhaka that
swept ofl most of the expecta-
tions, speculations., and com-
putations dimming their aspi-
rations for early test berth.

The test of Bangladesh's
prowess was rather a unique
lesson domestic cricket circle
leamt from the showdown only
lo face now [ast-paced ques-
ton like how to drive the poor
image straight on to a re-
speciable position.

From $1 fields the high-
lights of the performance of
nalive Bangalee crickelers on
the home ground pulls the to-
tal progress made so far over
to the boundary of domestic
sports personnel reserved for
credit nﬁrnl

The of defeal. how-
cver, calls in local cricket
pundits to follow on with their
capacily re-assessed before
improving the stance of their
team line-up. Much depends
also on the buddies to under-
score their aptitude for bounc-
ing national standard up, re-

of who says what.

Besides. like many success
stories by setbacks.
B leshis can possibly
count on their hopes in hook-
ing thelir off
to the test status: and that tar-
get will have had Bangladeshi
cricket buffs on forward stride

keeping Bangladeshi cricket a
gentlemen's game.

M Rahman
Zila School Road, Mymensingh

enst of production Nangla
desh s huge population ensures
a big potential markel., but
Lapping methods have w0 be
carefully examined by the
policy makers.

The electric-metre-wallas
were very much in evidenee.
This business must be very
compelitive, This visitor had
no time o discuss the quality
control aspects in the local in-
dustry, as electronic compo
nents are extremely sensitive
o heat, humidity and dust; and
ul course. the fluctuating
power supply., in addition w
transients and voliage surges.
which are a common feature in
the tropical zone.

Some ol the locally made
table lamps and luminaries
should be quite acceplable,
judging by the products of at
least one of the manufacturers
(Swadesh, 29 years). Thanks w
POB/DESA. the family men
were looking at the AVRs for
their electrigal appliances (TV,
waushing machine, fridge,
freczer, computer, etc.). These

OPINION

units are rather expensive.
around Tuka 5,000, The manu-
fac turers could market cheap

rating veltage regulators,

which are quite handy for use
atl home.

The local watler cooler has
made iIts & . It pre-

The writer- is an inlerna-
tional consultant to the elec-

tronic s ﬁﬂmy.

BCCI — A Great Tragedy

F Hussain

[ recollect with pleasure
having been intimately con-
nected with BCCl Bangladdesh
as a depositor and a clicnt. lis
service | remember is itncom-

| parable because it had buill a

tradition of a very high stan-
dard of banking efficiency and
sophistication where business
was embcllished wilh a warm
human touch.

With the BCCIl's opcralion
suspended since July 06, 1991
| not only miss this human
touch but also fecl depressed
to transact my busincss
clsewhecre — where no warmth
of relationship exists. | know
many pension holders who
kept their life's savings in Lhis
bank only for the warmth of its
enlightened stall who cared so
much for their clicnts’ well
being, are also now in distress.

After the BCCl's dcbacle |
cannol qucstion the prudenee
of one ol my acquaintances, Mr
X, for deciding not to deposit
his moncy with any bank as he
may think it saler to forgo
intcrest rather than to run the
risk of losing the principal. in
such a situation public confi-
dence in the banking system
itsell can be rudely shaken and
shattered.

Forcign nationals and
I3a his having Non-resi-
dent Foreign Currency Fixed
Deposit (NFCD) account in US
Dollar and Pound Sicrling have
been pald in full including
interest.

But Bangladeshis having
account in local currency only
have been paid only Taka fifty
thousand per head. This s the
kind of discriminatory (reatl
ment that our own currency
gets from our authoritics.

The [late of the DBCCI
Bangladesh along with that of
its thousands of dcpositors,
clients and employees s

d down In the mire of
official indecision although #t
was quite a viable and mosi
efliciently run bank. It may be
noted here that it is In full
operation in Pakistan, Panama,
Zambia, Mauritius, Nigeria, Sri
Lanka while some other
countries are expediting the

process of reopening it. They

prefer to act on the principle

" of removing the priest for his

misdceds to closing the doors
ol the lemple. Here we scem
to believe that 'in Adam's [all
we sinned all.’

BCCI Bangladesh can be
rcasonably proud of the fact
that it carned a nct profit of
Taka 11 crore and paid Lhe
Government of Bangladesh
Faka 6 crorc as tax in 1991.
What an frony of fate that the
employces of this bank are
being penalised, rather than
rcwarded, for this outstanding
success and cxcellent perfor-
mance. Insicad of granting
them the usual annual incre-
ment in 1991, in recogntlion
of their success in earning
profit, their salarics have
reporiedly been cul by hall. As
a result, most of the near
400 cmployces with thou
of their dependents  arc sure
to face a scrious cconomic
criscs. Somc of thgm perhaps,
have already been served with
notice of cjection by the land-
lords for non-payment of renl
Where will they go now? Can
there be a worse examplc of
putiing a premium  on
efficiency?

The State Minister for
Finance re said in the
Jatiya Sangsad that the

. Government had no k

of this cut. Il this is so, whe
issucd such crucl order? The
controlling authority, the
Hangladesh [lank, should know
and cnlighten us, Some one
musl take the res ]
Salarics and financial bene-
fits in many forms of the privi-
leged people are raised. shy
high. Nobody grudges reolling
of the overoiled of the
overofied heads (ag the loeal
saying gocs). Bul why be so
unkind to the poor ¢ ces
of the bank which has run

profitably?

It s our earmest that
the People’'s Covernment of
Bangladesh will take appropri-
alc steps for reopening of the
BoCti which has sct

an cxample of professional

proficiency in banking in this
country.




