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A Breakthrough in Development

by Asiuzzaman

Considering his contribution and devotion, Dr
Rankilor has boen dubbed as the “father of geo-
textile technology.” Dr Peter R Rankilor, an
Indian-born Dritish scicntist, has been working
on it for the last two docades and has made the

technology lar worldwide.
G-mdﬂtrlzl:umr heavy duly materfals lke

polyp ene, ster, polycthylene, polyam-
ﬂr-?p&ﬂnymuuﬂul T In emban-
kments and cven in the construction of scawalls
that effectively prolcet percolation of water and
ensure durability of cmbankments and walls.

Dr Rankilor's fa

tidal surge at s coastal arcas, so the lechnology
s much necded here,” he added.

Peter satd that almost all the countries of the
world have been using this technology with
“hardly any failure.”

Aller this technology is invented the control-
ling of river crosion can become much casicer and

Bangladesh can benefit [rom using Lhis
It #s a very simple technology and pereent
of the work s manual, he said, adding that it s
also cosl-saving. “In some cascs the cosl is less
than half from the conventional methods and
somclimes you

ther Brian Rankilor
was a liculenant
colonc! of the Royal
Indian Army In 1942
when he was born al
Jabbalpur ol India's
Bihar stale. He did
his MSc (Engincer
ing)l and PhD (Geo:
logy} from Nolling-
ham University and
Salford Unitversity ol
England. Peter's
curriculum vilac
showed Lhat he has
skills and experi-
ence in the arcas ol
civil enginecering,
geotechnics, sofl me-
chanics, rock mec:
hanics, gcology.
mincrals, hydrology,
management and
computing.

lle wrolc Lhe first book litled ‘Mcecmbranes in
Ground Engincering on geo-lextiles technology
in 1981 which was an.Instant best-scller and
soon exhausted from the market. It is now out of
market.

Nearly 25 organisations of the world includ-
ing the Uniled Nations, United Nations Con-
ference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD)
and Gencral Agreement for Trade and Tarifl
(GATT) took his consultancy on geo-lexiile and
civil engincering constructions.

Peter is now on a flive-day visit o Bangladesh
which was arranged jointly by a local company,
to inform local scicntists and cngincers aboul
geo-textile technology and s cllective usc here
in controlling river crosion and protecting the
embankments ol coastal arcas.

During his visit he gave an cight-hour lecture
in two scssions al a scminar on the ‘usce ol geo-
texifle technology in llangladesh’ at lotel
Sonargaon on Sunday., Morce than 60 cngincers
of waler development board, local government
engincering burcau and some tcachers of
Bangladesh University of Enginccring and
Technology [BUET) aticnded the seminar.

He will also meel with high government ofli-
clals, the organiscrs of the seminar said, Talking
to “The Daily Star”, Pcler safd that geo-textile
technology should have eome carlicr to a coun-
try like Bangladesh criss-crosscd by some 230
rivers. '
“The country has also becn suffering from
regular river croston and frequent batlering by

Dr Peter R ﬁankilm

gt betler results at
the same cosl.” he
also said. lle further
pointed oul that
Saudi Arabia saved
US dollars 800

mcire by using

lecchnology In a ma-
rinc causcway pro-
ject. Countrics ke
Singaporc and Hong
Kong are tlpllﬂll"

c

their reclaim
lands from the sca
by using this tech-
nology.

Peter said that
the methods he now
usced in Bangladesh
have some problems.
The main problem is
that the water oozcs
through the belders
and stoncs du
al the croding river side and [inally wash away
the soll. Geo-textile can cffectively solve the
problem, he assured.

A local company, United Entcrprises cxperi-
mentally usced geo-lextile technology in a few ar-
cas of Chandpur town Protcction dam which
proved cffective, a company source said. Four
types of geo-textiles are common in the world
market woven, non-woven, knitting and geonct
— which arc being manufactured by many com-
panics in Europcan countrics and in the coun-
trics ke Indonesia and Malaysia.

The method can also be used in Dhaka eity
Nood protection embankment. Almost half of the
29.2 km dam constructed in conventional
method has failed, informed source. Aboul
Bangladeshi engineers the expert saild that in
gencral, they are interested and can improve
themsclves fast and swilch over Lo the new
technology. "Bul my another opinfon is that here
arc some clever people and | do not doubt their
stncerity bul a man like Engineering University
Professor M 11 Kabir can be of great help o the
country regarding this technology,” Peter said.

government officials and some minis-
lers with whom | mel, | noticed that they are
morc cnthusiasiic than cautious,” he com-
menied,

lle concluded by saying that ff Bangladesh
forms a geco-lextile socicly and keceps a close
contlact with the International Sockety for Geo-
Textile, the country can fast approach this new
technology.

Metropolitan

increase literacy rate in S Asia

Planning Minister Zahir-
uddin Khan sald the
challenge of the decade In
lec transfer for dewel-
opment before the countries of
the South Asian was Lo
prepare the software for
which mass lteracy was a pre-
requisiie, reports [SS.

Inaugurating a threc-day
South Asian consulta-
on of Education For All (EFA)
— mneiwork in Dhaka the
Ministcr said governments in
the reglon were giving over
emphasis on hardware part of
tec transfer and Mitle

on development of
sollware which involved cre-
ation of educated and skilled

lie sadd transfcr of technol-

ton from people lo people
which basic education of Lhe

people was necded.

Khan said o cxpedite in-
croase of Meracy mie in Lhe
region, which constitutes 70
per cent of lotal global flliter-
ale people, the NGOs, the UN

and the governmenis
should work In parinership
and in closc co-opcration.

f)pl;aka,Tehran discuss
legalisation of 3,700
‘Bangladeshis’ status

The fssue of legnlisation of
the status of ncarly 3,700
Bangladeshis in Iran was dis-
cusscd al a meeting between
Bangladesh Ambassador and a
lop lrmnian official in Tehran
Sunday, reports 1SS,

The issue came for discus-
sion when Bangladesh Amba-
ssador Ahmad Ta Kartm
called on Chairman of Forcign

Relations Committec of Irantan
Majlis, Rajai Khorasani, acco-
rdinf lo a message reccived in
D Monday. They also dis-
cusscd the cooperation be-
tween Lhe two counirics in
forums

international

e v

and

T

Worsp on

A three-day national

o b, med N

expansion of existing lovel of
bilaicral exchanges in Lhe
ficlds of trade, manpower and
culture.

Ahmad Tariq Karim scpa-
ratcly called on Abol 1lussain
Vahaji,
Minisier at his office. During
the meeting which lasted for
aboul an hour they discusscd
maticrs rela o the existing
bilateral trade ween [Bang-
ladésh and lran and Exchan-
r:d vicws on how the present
cvel of trade exchanges
between the two countries ean

wul‘klhup on

"Agricultural

lrantan Commerce |

ADB to provide aid for road
improvement project

The Astan Dcevelopment
Bank (ADD) is willing Lo assisl
in the second phasc of road
improvemenl projccl al a cosl
ol 100 milllon US dollar, rc-
poris [iSS.

The outline of the project
will be [linalised with ADID
mission by July next.

This was expresscd by the
visiting ADB mission headod by
M GCanesan who called on

Communications Mimster Col
Ol Ahmed [retd] al  his
Scerctarial oflice Monday.
Bangladcesh, however, i1s of
the vicw that Lthe overall cosi
of the projeet may stand al
aboul 200 million US dollars
and the ADDB accept the justifi-
ability in principle.
Necessary consultanis arc

cxpected to be engaged by the
end of this ycar for completion
of detadl engineering plan for
which AIM3 has alrcady car-
marked and allocated 1.2 mil-
lion US dollar.

The Comnlunications
Ministcr apprised the mission
of the progress of the ADB as-
sisted projects in the com-
munication scctor and the rev-
cnuce recovery programme of
Bangladesh Ratlway, he said,
Governmenl was Irying Lo
cstablish discipline in the ficld
ol communicalion.

Road and Road Transport
Scerctary Manzoor-ul-Karim,
Establishment Secrelary
lasinur Rahman and Paul
Dickic of the ADDB mission
were present on the occasion.

College teachers urged to

take classes during Ramzan

Leaders of the Bangladesh
College Teachers Association
Monday called upon the teach:
ers o lake additional classes
during the month of Ramzan 1o
compensate the losses due to
their 35 day strike. reports
UNB.

In a joint statement
leaders congratulated the
teachers for their whole
hearted support in favour of 15
points demands and the initia-
tives taken by them for estab-
lishing discipline In the de

the

gree examination aflter calling
off the strike.

The joint signatories werc
President of the Association
Principal Shahidullah and
Secretary Prof Kazi Faroog
Ahmed and central leader
Principal A K M Zahirul Islam,

Principal Badiuzzaman,
Principal Marefa Khatun,
Principal Nurul _Anwar,
Principal Munsurur Rahman

Principal Asadul Haq and Prof
Abdur Rab Mia.

ML concern over
influx of
Rohingyas

CHITTAGONG, Feb 24:
Bangladesh Muslim League
leader Kazi Abdul Kader
Monday expressed deep con-
cfrn over the mass influx of
Rohingya Muslims into
Bangladesh saying the
Myanmar military junta: had
been perpetrating atrocities on
Muslims violation intemational
rules. reports BSS.

s

Special Session
3.30 am World Cup Cricket
New Zealand vs Sl Lanka

Evening Session

2.00 Opcning announcement

Al-Quran Programme
summary

5.10 Neows in Bangla

5.25 Documentary Wind
Night on Onc

68.00 Shikshangon : Educa-
tional programme

6.30 Kuwaili Ambassador's
speech on the occasion
ol its natfonal day and
documgntary

7.05 Narrul songs

8.00 Nows in [3angla

830 Dmma scrics ; Shankita
Madajatra

10.00 News in English

10.30 Mini scries @ Zord of

. llonour

Khabar/The News
Wednesday's
M Summnry

progra-

Major General Mahmudul H

assan being decorated with the badges of Rank of the Colonel

Closing

¢

Commandant of the Artillery Corps at the Artillery Centre and School, Chittagong on

Monday.

— ISPR photo

2 Weather

Mechanisation - its present status and future strutlegy in
Bangladesh® will be held (Tuesday) at the Bangladesh
Agricultural Research Council (BARC).

Locally produced and imported machinertes will be on
display in the exhibition to asscss the present needs of the

country's tural mechantzation.
About thirty government and non-governmenl organisa-
tions will take part in the exhibition. says :"freu relcase,
Agriculture Minister M Majid-ul Haq | inmaugurate the
workshop and the exhibition.

Nezame Islam Party council
The national council of the Nezame Islam Party will be
held at the Dhaka District Sports Association (DDSA) audiio-
rium in the city today {Tuesday) at 10 am. ’

" Rotary Club of Dhaka i

The regular weekly meeting of the Rotary Club of Dhaka
will be held today (Tuesday) at 5 pm at Dhaka Sheraton Hotel.
Emile Gauvreau. High Commissioner of Canada will be the

guest speaker.
Rotary Club of Ramna

The regular mecting of Rotary Club of Ramna will be held
today (Tuesday) at 5:30 pm at Hotel Sonargaon.

NASCIB discussion meet

The National Association of Small and Cotlage Industries of
Bangladesh (NASCIB) has arranged a discussion meeting in
honour of Dr B R Sabade. the visiting Director General ol
Mahratta Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Pune. India at
10 A M today (Tuesday) at BSCIC Conference Hall. The local
entreprencurs and NASCIB officials will exchange their views
with the visiting guest on industrial programme in both the

countries. .
BUET festival 92

A four-day "BUET Festival 92" will begin tomorrow
(Wednesday) at Bangladesh University of Engineering and
Technology (BUET).

It is being organised by the Engincering University Central
Students’ Union (EUCSU).

Information Minister Nazmul Huda will attend the tnaugu-
ral secssion of the festival as the chiel guest while Prof M
Shahjahan, Vice-Chancellor of BUET and the President of
EUCSU, will preside.

Different faculties of BUET will organise seminar, open
discussions, exhibitions, cultural functions and sports compe-
titions during the festival.

Condolence Meet

A meeting to condole the death of poet and litterateur Prof
Shahidur Rahman will be held today (Tuesday) at 4 pm at the
Bishwa Sahitya Kendro (near Bangla Motor) in the city.

Prof Anisuzzaman will preside over the condolence’ meet-
ing while, t Ali, Abdullah Abu Sayeed. Akhteruzzaman
IHas, and others will & on the occasion.

Prol Shahidur Rahman died in Jhenaidah last month.

BIISS seminar

esh Institute of International and Strategic Studies

(BIISS) and Alllance Francaise jointly organise a seminar on

Tomorrow's Bangladesh: A European Perspective’ at the

BIISS auditorium (1/46, Elephant Road) in the city today
(Tuesday) at 5 pm.

Foreign Secretary Reaz Rahman will inaugurate the semi-

nar

Economics Department Alumni Assoc
The biennial conference of Dhaka University Economics
Department Alumni Association will be held today (Tuesday)

at Hotel Sonargaon at 5 pm. President Abdur Rahman Biswas
will be the chiefl guest.

Rain with gusty wind likely
By Staff Correspondent

Rain or thundcrshower accompanicd by temporary gustly
wind is likcly at a few places over Khulna and Chittagong divi-
sions and atl onc or two places over Dhaka and Rajshahi divi-
sions during the next 36 hours commencing 6pm Monday,
Met office forccast.

Night temperature may f[all by onc to two degree Celsfus
over Rajshahi division and the rcgion of Kushtia,
Mymensingh, Tangail and Si:.lohsl.

Night temperature may ever, remain unchanged clse-
where over the country,

Sun sets on Tuesday at 5:59 pm and riscs Wednesday al
6:24 am.

Temperature and humidity recorded at important citics
and towns on Monday were: _
Cities/Towns Temperature in degree Celstus Humidity in percentage

Max Min 9 am 6 pm
Dhaka 24.9 19.0 88 73
Chittagong 20.8 18.0 88 :

27.3 11.8 5656 45
Khulna 24.5 18.4 06 78
Faridpur 26,1 18.0 87 70
Sylhet 26.8 13.0 4 4 82

He asked them 0 give more
emphasis on children and
women education.

He said the government was
worried about detcrioration of
education standard in the rural
arcas due o poor quality of
leachers.

Gano Shakharata Ovijhan
{campaign for popular educa-
tion) hosied the consullation

ted by 60 representa-
g e e
cics and governmenis.

Education Secretary Sallul
Alam, UNICEF couniry rcpre-
scntative Cole P Dodge repre-
sentative of International
Coordination Commitice (ICC)
of EFA nelwork MS Odile
Moreau, EFA network rcpre-
sentative Danicl Wegner, and
Member-Secretary of EFA
network, Bangladesh Kazi
Rafiqul Alam spoke al the in-

session.

Former Chafrman of Public
Service Commission SM Al

Hussainy presided.

300 join BNP

About 300 s irnciud
ing newly-elected union
parishad c n and mocm-

bers of Ballakand!{ thana and
leaders of different political

;ﬂ!ﬂ joined BNP, reporis

They met the Stale
Minister for Cultural Affairs
Prof Jahanara Begum at the
Rajbari Circuit House Sunday
and their solidarity
with the idcals and pro

grammes of BNDP.
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Heartiest Felicitations to the Government §

and the Brotherly People of
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The State of Kuwait

National Day

| MITALI OVERSEAS

120, D. I. T. Extension Road, Dhaka
Phones : 408317, 406263
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NGOs, UN agencies urged to help
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