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Barrage of rockets hits
Stepanakert : 7 killed

MOSCOW, Feb 23 :

capital of the duputrd

-Karabakh region in
Arc came under intensc
rocket fire Sunday, killing at
lcast seven people, hews re-
ports md reports Al’.

More than 100 rounds hit

kert, and targets in-

the military barracks ol
a motorized regiment ol Lhe
Commonwealth of Indre-
pendent States, the Interfax
news said.

At least one soldicr was
killed and 10 were woundoed in
the attack, the agency said.

'Ihe ITAR-Tass ncws agency

sald six civillans died in the
shclling of Stepanakert early
Sunday, which caused heavy
damage. "Many victims are un-
der the rubble or in burning
houses.” the agency said.

The regional military com-
mander sent a letter ol com-
plaint to Lthe Azerbatjani lead-
ership, which came on Armed
Porces Day.

Col. Gen. Valery Patrikeycy
said the shelling ol the bar-
racks was "blasphemous” be-
cause il fcll on Feb 23, consid-
ered a holiday honouring all
military men in the former
Sovicl Union.
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caste hnd nur:r enjoyed any
facility in post-liberation pe-
riod, rather they were utilised
by the party in power for their
own interest,

She said shaheed president
Ziaur Rahman was the first to

give them due respecl.
"Shahced Zia wantcd to in-
chaded people from all walks ol
life and integrate them into
the national upliit work.” she
said. The late president had
appointed a member of the
scheduled caste group minis-
ter in his cabinet. He did not
want to differentiste between
members living in the same

The Prime Minister. how-
ever, regretted that the BNP

did not get anyone by its side
when it was ousted [rom

r. She said had those

rces stre ned the hands

of BNP, the autocratic regime

could not have remained in
power for a long period.

Begum Zia said shaheed Zia
had spent one night with the
members of scheduled caste in
the area to know their prob-
lems. "He wanted that as equal
citizens of Bangladesh the
members of scheduled caste
should enjoy all facilities.” she
said adding people lived in
close harmony during Zia's pe-
riod.

The Prime Minister said
time has come when all should
work together for increasing
production in fields and facto-
ries to make Bangladesh self-
rellance,

Referring to the various
programme laken up by her
government, the Prime
Minister said that people's
participation is a must for the
successful implementation of
the programmes. She urged
them to keep the size of their
family at a minimum. adding il

Deep sea men
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told The Daily Star Sunday that
they would seek intermational
support for their 10 -point
charter of demands.

Meanwhile. the Labour
Directorate has issued a direc-
tive to prosecute 10 owners of
the trawlers for failing to ap-
pear before the Tripartite
Consultative Committee [TCC).
official sources said.

D A F Chowdhury. the
Director of Labour, Sunday
said that the Joint Director of
the Directoratée in Chittagong
on February 19 issued the di-
rective to prosecute the em-
ployers belonging to the
Bangladesh Marine Fisheries
Assoclation, the owners' plat-
form, for failing to appear at
the TCC meeting violating the
Industrial Relations Ordinance.

The names of the owners
were not known immediately.

When contacted, a leader of
the Bangladesh Marinc
Fisheries Association Captain
Hussain Imam said that they
did not receive any notice
from the Directorate for any

Terming the ongoing
strike ‘fllegal.’ he said that the
striking workers had gone on
strike violating a status quo
order by the court of the
Assistant Judge in Chittagong

A labour union can not be
formed comprising the work-
ers of different establishments
with different owners, the
leader said clarifying the legal
aspect of calling a strike, and
added that some 300 crew of
16 fishing companies had
joined the strike.

B K Sood, Asian regional
representative of the Geneva-
based International Federation
of Plantation, Agricultural and
Allied Workers (IFPAAW)
Saturday deplored the absten-
tion of the deep sea fishing
trawlers owners from tripar-
tite conciliation and the sub-
sequent announcement of
lockout.

He said that the employers'

action was a gross violation of
the ILO Convention and the

labour laws of Bangladesh.

Fundamentahsm

we cannot check the popula-
tion boom, all dcvclnpnrnl
s would fail.’

She said the government
would give top priority to the
betterment of those people
who are neglected and de-
prived in society. She said the
present government would
give due consideration to their
problems.

Referring to the local de-
mands including the nationali-

" sation of the local college.

Begum Zia said the matter
would be considered when
overall programme for nation-
alisation ol colleges come up
for consideration. She said the
autocratic regime had nation-
alised a large number of edu-
cational institutions without
providing necessary facilities
only for its cheap popularity.
'We do not want to give false
promises,’ she said adding 'we
will prove our commitments
through deeds.’

Mirza Golam Hafiz referred
to the Vested -Property Act and
said the government would do
everything possible for the
welfare of the puupll:

Majid-ul-Haque called upon
the people to strengthen the
hands of the government of
Prime Minister Begum Zia for
attaining overall development.

Kamal Ibne Yusuf urged
them to rally round the flag of
BNP to fulfil the dreams of
shaheed president Ziaur
Rahman.

Prof Abdul Mannan said the
BNP government would always
protect the rights and privi-
leges of the minority commu-
nity,

Gayeswar Roy sald people
belonging to all caste and
creed should work together
for the betterment ol the so-

clety.
Kartik Chandra Thakur re-
gretted that althpugh the

members of the scheduled
castg had fought for the libera-
tion of the motherland their
hopes were shattered when
Awami League came to power
and snatched away their rights.
He said the stipends for the
scheduled caste students were
withdrawn, the guota system
for them was done away with
and the Ramna Kall Mandir
was (urned into Suhrawardy
Uddayan. He also criticised
that the Enemy Property Act

was turned into Vested
Property Act during the Awami
League rule.

Thakur said that shaheed
president Zia had included
Rasa Raj Mandal as a cabinet
minister,

Earlier on arrival, Prime
Minister was received by hun-
dreds of people including wo-
men and children. The women
members of the scheduled
caste greeted her with tradi-
tional 'Ulu’. She was also
greeted with 'Ulu' as she began

her speech.

Provosts concerned
over DU situation

By Staff Correspondent

Provosts of the Dhaka
University's residential halls at
a meecting Sunday observed
that fresh entrance of armed
hoodlums and outsiders was
disturbing normalcy in the

CAMpUS.

Senior officers
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own rank salary.
Waliul Islam. Additional

Secretary, has been made Vice
Chatrman of the Export
Promotion Bureau. A M M
Ziauddin, Additional Secretary.
has been appointed Director
General of the Bureau of
Manpower and Employment.

Khandaker Golam Mostafa.
Additional Secretary, has been
made Executive Chairman of
the Board of Investment. Md
Matiur Rahman, Additional
Secretary, has been appointed
Chiefl Controllér of the Office of
the Chief Controller of Export
and Import.
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THE REFUGE — the

bamboo camps have been built to house an estimated 500 Rohingya families who entered Bangl
treatment in their homeland.

Stranded Pakistanis
to-be settled in

Punjab, Pak ML

delegation assures

The visiting Pakistan
Muslim League delegation vis-
ited the Geneva Camp at
Muhammadpur in the City
Sunday |, rts UNB.

Leader ﬂ?oﬂ‘te delegation SM
Bashir had talks with the
stranded Pakistanis living in
the camp and assured them
that they would be repatriated
and settled in Punjab.

Muslim league is a partner

of the Islamic Democratic
Alliance (IDA) now ruling
Pakistan.

The three-member delega-
ton which arrived in city on
Friday on a private good will
visit, will proceed to
Chittagong today (Monday) to
address a local Muslim League
meeting.

Chiel of West Bengal (
India] Muslim League AKM
Hasan, who arrived Sunday o

a good will visit. will also spea
on the occasion.

Pakistan and Indian
Muslim League leaders are

4

government-built refugee shelters at Dachuapalang-1 in Cox's Bazar district. The thatch-and-

Arakan village
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Shantibuhint are in league with
the Myanmar military. lle also
allcged that the Shantibahini
had crossed into Myanmar and
burnt down (wo Rohingya wil-
lages lale last year.

On the other hand, Zakaria
claims that his group has con-
tact with Karen rebels on the
Thai-Myanmar border. "Our
arms ecomc from thal arca,
from Cambodia and Thailand,”
he said. “The Karcns are also
fighting for their rights, and
they are very useful to us, The
weapons arc mainly Russian,
American, and Chincsc. The
Mujahideens reportedly have
some 500 to 600 assaull rifics,
automatic rifles and machinc
guns.”

Finance has apparcntly not
been a problem. There is a
large Rohingya community in
exile, in England and the US
and funding is agsured. Zakaria
complained that Rohingyas
who had done wcll in
langladesh were Lhe ones who
conlributed very little, despite
being successful businessmen,

Talking aboul splits in Lhe
Rohingya polilical scene,
Zakaria told The Daily Star that

Islam. the leader of ARIF,
wanicd more wer,”  he
claimed. Despite smaller fac-
lions Lthe RSO remains the
lcading political force. Most of

Lhe I'Il"l..l-ltt. in Bangladesh are

Mogs arc invoived In the per
scculion, against the lhhinﬂ:
the Mog community al
rcsislance
Myanmars.

These groups,
common inlcrest
Rohingyas, oficn co-operate
wilh Lthem, according 1o
Zakaria. But he considers Lhis a
relationship of pure conve-
nicnee.

As for the future ol a politi-
cal compromisc 1o the
Rohingya fssuc, Zakaria is not
very oplimisiic. "The Myanmar
government is stubborn,”
he said. And Il the democrald-
cally clecied government of
Suu Kyl conws o power? ™ am
nol cntirely surc ol her atti-
lude towards this minority,”
answcred Zakaria. "When her
[ather calkd a minority com-
munitics conference, all the
others were invited except the

Rohingyas. | can only hope that

groups within

sharing a
with the

scheduled to attend a | the Arakan Rohingya Islamic wilh her liberal Westernised
Bangladesh Muslim League | Front was rrmh:dlg dissatis- background she will be
" Convention on Tuesday. { ficd RSO I1H.‘I'!'Ib(l"l "Nurul stronger on human rights.

o

BCCI depositors damnnstrnhng in the city yesterday to press for return of their money.

— Star phﬂtﬂ

Attack on Nizami:
AL demands

withdrawal of
'false' case
By Staff Cnrréspnndant

Awami League President
Sheik Hasina and its General
Secretary Sajeda Choudhury
Sunday demanded withdrawal
of the ‘false’, 'conspiratorial’
and 'motivated’ case filed by
the Jamaat |eader Matiur
Rahman Nizami against 10
leaders and workers of their
student wing, Chhatra League.

Nizami lodged the case
against 10 Chhatra League ac-
tivists including Ashim Kumar
Ukil and QuammMizzaman Ansari
in connection with his
(Nizami's) assault at the Dhaka
University on May 27 last year.

The AL leaders in a state-
ment issued last night said
that Nizami registered the
'false’ case against their stu-

dent activists in connection

with the ineident in which the
angrﬁ, students, teachers and
employees resisted participa-
tion tn a meeting by the head
of the rajakars, Nizami.

“It is normal that presence
of an anti-liberation element
would cause furore at a place
like the Dhaka University
campus’. the AL leaders com-

mented. . -
Bodos kill 6
NEW DELII, Fcbh 23: Tribal
gucrillas opened fire at a vil-
lage in northeastern India,
killing a pregnant woman and
five men, the Press Trust of
India (IPTI} reported today,

says AFT,

Warning against
* using DDT

powder

The government has totally
prohibited the use of DDT
powder, which is being smug-
gled into DBangladesh {rom
India, in agriculture and in the
manulfacture of mosquito coils
and cautioned the pcasants
and the people about it, re-
ports BSS.

An ollicial handout {ssucd in
Dhaka Sunday said Lthe gov-
ernmcnt was aware Lhal
Indian-manulactured insccti-
cides were being smuggled
into the country and pcasants
of diflerent bordering districts
of Bangladesh iIncluding
Jhenaidah, Jessore, Mcherpur,
Chuadanga, Satkhira and
Kushtia were freely using it

The smuggled insccticides
include Th , Thional and
Hilbis, the handout said adding
that the use of these unregis-
tered insecticides was prohib-
ited and a punishable act un-
der Insecticide Ordinance,
1971.

It said the persons found
guilty of using on hoarding
these in s can be sen-
tenced to both imprisonment
and fine. _

Field level information re-
vealed that the use of these in-
secticides causcd damage lo
crops and death of [rogs and
other useful insects, the hand-

out said.
It ur all to inform the
law enforcing agencics and

handover to them those who

are involved in unlawful acts of
selling and hoarding these in-
secticides.

Two killed in
road mishaps

By Staff Correspondent

Two ns were killed in

road accidents in Dhaka and
Sunday.

Shakhawat Amin, 35, a
former lecturer of Managc-
ment of Habibullah Bahar
College, died on the spot
when a minfbus hit his motor-
bike from bchind al aboul
10.30 am at Bangla Motor in

the city. :
Our Gazxipur Correspondent
reports : A 12-ycar old school

was crushed under the

whecls of an oil-tanker at 5.30
pm in Gazipur.

The boy, Mohammad Abdul

Halim, was a student of Class

Four. _
Obituary

Saycra Khatoon, mether of
Zahirul Hugq, a former
President of Dhaka Unfon of
Journalisis (DUJ) dicd Sunday
night, rcports 1ISS,

Shc was 77. ;

The deceascd who had been
suffering from old age compli-
calions e¢xpired at  Lhe
Ra residence of Zahirul
Hugq, is a scnjor stall re-

of Dainik Bangla.

Namaz-e-janaza ol Saycra
Khatoon . will be held today
(Monday) afller Zohr crs al
the Baitul Mukarram Mosque
and she will be buried at

Shahjahanpur Graveyard in’

She lefl bechind one daugh-
ter and two sons. ller clder
son Reazul Karim, also a jour-
nalist, 18 working with Dainik

Ingilab.

adesh to escape ill-
— SttrphmbySBﬂ'i

Call to boycott
anti-liberation

elements

By Staff Correspondent

The national coordination
commiitee for implementalion
of the spirit of the Liberation
War and climination of the
killer collaboratprs will hold a
public meeling on March 3 at
the Daitul Mukarram Square

The leaders of the coord-
nation commitice announced
the programme al a press
bricfing hcld yesterday afller-
noon al Lthe Jatiya Press Club.

Founded on Fcbruary 11,
the coordination commitice
earlicr announced various pro-

mmes aimed at ‘socially

oycolling anti-liberation
forces as well as politically re-
sisting them'.

The lcaders of the commit-
tee have also called upon Lhe
people o launch mass com-
municalion programmcs iden-
tical Lo those of the central
oncs al Lhe district and upazila
levels, The Convenor of the
commitice, Jahanara Imam,
Member Seccretary of the
commitlee, Professor Abdul
Mannan Chowdhury, Abdur
Razzxak MP of Awami League
and Kazi Arilf Ahmed of Jaliya
Samajlantrik Dal were the
leadcrs of the commitiee who
were present at the press
bricfing among othcrs.

Explaining the background
of the formalion of this organi-
salion, they said Jamaal-e-
Islami, along with other anti-
liberation forces who collabo-
rated with the occupation

of Pakistan during the
country's Liberation War, had
staged their political resur-
rection and is now frequently
posing a threat to the
sovercignty of the country.
They have shown Lhe audacity
of formally elccting Golam
Azam, a citizen of Pakistan , the
Ameer of Jamqpual’

Nidarabad murder
Tajul gets 5-yr
RI for forgery’

BRAHMANDARIA, Feb 23:

Two pecople, including the

principal convict in Lhe scnsa-
tional Nidarabad murdcr, case,
Tajul Islam, were scnicnced to
five years of rigorous impris-
onment (1) for forging a deed.
reports UNB.

Another one was given two

years Rl in the casc.

The Additional Districl
Magistrate Mohammad Golam
Kibria announced the judgc+
ment here today.

Accused Tajul the n:clpit.nl
of the forged deced and the
false owner Manohar PMal were
given 6 ycars Rl and fined Tk
5,000 each in deflault of which
thcy have to undergo onec year
more Rl.

The writer and identificr of
Llhe deed Mizanur Rahman was

sentenced to two years Rl and
fined Tk 2,000 in default of
which to sufler three months
HI' i

Five other accused were ac-
quitted from the charges. They
are: Deed writers llabibur
Rahman and Sudhan Chandra
Sarkar and wilncsses Jalal
llossain, Nonarangan Pal and
Axzizur Rahman,

Biroja Rani Debnath, widow
ol Shas Debnath submit -
led a petition to Sadar upazila

court un hugull 15, 1988
against | ple Including
Tajul for ing forged decds

to grab her hu-hnndl 3.34
decimal land.

Shashangka Debnath was
killed on October 16, 1987 by

ul and his gang. They also
killed Birof nbnln and c{lff 5
children on September B5,
1989,

The District and Scssions .
Judge court on June 20, 1990
sentenced nine people includ-

Tajul to death and 26
others Nfe term for killing
Birojabala and her 5 children.

Assistant Public Prosccutor
Nurul Islam conducled the
casc on bechall of the statc
while advocate Aksir |lossain
Chowdhury moved for the ac-
cused,

tion party walked out of
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KATHMANDU, Feb 23: Members from all but

one opposi-

Sunday. Mm
nts

Minister Girija Prasad Koirala make public all agreeme

concluded recently with India. The leader of the main
opposition Nepal Communist Party, Bharat Mohan Adhikart,
sald Parbament should hal all further business until members
were informed of several reported agreements between Nepal
and India arrived at during Koirala's visit 0o India in

December, reports AP.

 WFP food aid
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soulhecastern districts  of

The UN agency reproscnia-
tive S S W tne said a visit-

ing UNIHCR team had becn
working with relevant gov-
ernment departments 1o map
oul the prografhme and hoped
that the task would be com-
picied this week.

‘Experts including hydrolo-
gists, neutrationist and pro
ject planners are now visiling
refugees to determine what
kind of ald will be needed for
them.’

He saild, alter Nnalisalion of
the programme, the donor
countrics would be urged o
provide funds to support it

Wijeratne iInformed tLhal
initially, US doliar 1 million
from emergency reserve fund
was being used to meet inune-
diate requirement.

Describing the situation as
‘very bad’, the UNIICR repre-
sentative [urther added thal
six camps had so far been
opened in district of Cox's
Bazar Lo give shelter to aboul
50 thousand refugecs.

The number ol refugees Is
going up gradually as the influx
of Rohingya Muslims [rom
Arakan nce of Myanmar
continued unabated. The unol-
fictal cstimatce pul the Mgure at
over onc lakh.

Al present, [Red Crescent
and World Food Programme
(WFP) arc looking alter the
refugecs, besides the govern-
menl agencics.

Jamsheed Anwar, Chicl of
Asian Burcau of the UNIICR, is
scheduled 1o visit Bangladesh
ncxt weck, Wijeratne said.
D'Souza, Bangladesh desk chicl
at the Geneva-based UN reliel
ageney, is  alrcady in

Hasina
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workers mweting at the com-
pound of Bangabandhu's
Tungipara rcsidence Lhis al-
Lwernoon.

Shc called for repealing the
Indemnity Ordinance for
c¢stablishing democracy and
rule of law.

The Awami Leaguce chicl
asked the parly workers to
strengthen the organisation at
the grassroots level Lo- con-
tinue the movement for cco-
nomic ecmancipation.

She demanded of the gov-
crnment to supply agricultural
inputs at low pricc lo save
crops from the atlack of ‘pami’
pests.

Kazi Abdur Rashid MP,
Mukul Bosc,” Sheikh Abdullah
and Kamrul Islam [Rais also ad-
dressed Lthe mecting,

Geotextiles
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honour.

It was presided over by Dr
M Shahjahan, Vice-Chancellor
of the Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology
[BUET). Professor of BUET Dr
M H Kabir., an expert in this
field in Bangladesh. also pre-
scnted a paper at the seminar,

Ahmed Ismail Hossain,
Managing Director, United
Enterprises gave the address
of welcome.

Dr PR Rankilor in his key-
note paper said that the Geo-
textile technology should have
come earlier in a country like
Bangladesh which 1is cris-
crossed :by hundreds of rivers.

He said that the technology
is being used for the last two
decades in almost all the coun-

tries of the world. but
Bangladesh, suffering from
regular river eroston and fre-

quent storms and tidal surges,
had not yet introduced the
technology properly.

It is experimentally used in
some projects, he sald adding
that the cost in this technology
in some cases is almost halfl of
the cost in conventional meth-
ods.

More than 60 engineers of
the Water Development Board,
Local Government Engineering
Bureau and other organisations
and some BUET teachers at-
tended the day-long seminar.

During his five day trip end-
ing Tuesday Dr Rankilor will
mecel senjor government offi-
clals to inform them of the
prospects and effective uses of
geo-synthetic technology in

Bangladesh.

. lernational

Bangladesh 1o sce the condi-
tion of the refugees.

Wijcratne cxpresscd his
agency's desires Lo be a party
to ‘voluntary rcpatriation’ of
the Myanmar rcfugees.

He referred to the UN and
UNIICR's earlicr role in repa-
triation of the rcfugees In
Namibia, South Alrica, Sahara
and Cambodia.

‘Refugee problem is a loght-
imale conrcrn of world body’,
Wijcraine said, adding. 1t can,
with bicssings of the Sccurity
Council, initlate tripartitc ne
gotiation o scitle Issues be
tween the two countrics

Related Story om Page 2

Regional EFA
consultation

A three-day Regional Con-
sultation of Education For All
(EFA) network begins here
today ). About 80 rep-
resentatives from Afghanistan,
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India.
Nepal, Pakistan, Maldives and
Sl Lanka as well as from in-

agencies like
UNICEF. UNDP, UNESCO, |SESCO,

CHT students
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students also submitted a
memorandum o the llome
Ministcr demanding immed|-
ate rclease of Lthe six detained
lcaders of the Couneil.
urged the authorities to stop
indiscriminate arresis in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts.

A press rclecase of the
Council said that the sil-in was
latcr withdrawn as Lthe [Home
Ministcr assured them of look-
ing into Lheir demands,

The memorandum submit-
led to the [lome Minister said
that the fate of the delained

siudents were nol known.

Aid Club sanction
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should be on disbursement.”

He suggested a combined
effort by the government.and
the donors to implement
projects and increase the flow
of disbursement.

He added that the level of
commitment was not impor-
tant. The focus should always
be on disbursement.

Meanwhile, he said that a
WH mission was arriving E
(Monday) to finalise the dra
of the Bank's memorandum

fullowing discussions with
government officials. The
Country Economic Memora-
ndum (CEM) will be placed
before the donors in Paris.

Replying to a question. he
said that he feared that the
economy would not grow as
projected for this year despite .
quite good projections in the
agricultural sector.

The economic growth for
the year 199]1-92 was esti-
mated at 5.7 per cent.
Willoughby blamed the feared
decline partly on the low level
public sector activity and pri-
vate sector hesitation.

He however pointed out
that the country was goin
through transition in financ
reforms which would under-
standably take time to settle
down. "It is understandable
that there will be a slow period
when past bad practices are
being corrected.”

Referring to the budgetary
management, Willoughby said
that the government was cau-
tious not to exceed the limits
of expenditure since the ad-
justments made in August fol-
lowing the pay hike [or
ernment officials and emp
eces. "Thus, the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) was able
to conclude that the govern-
ment is running the economy

within the limits of the budget
and balance of payments pro-
jected for the year,” he -:kred
He advised against any fur-
ther wage increases to keep
this trend undisrupted. 'Exces-
sive wage hikes will imply the
accelerated need to devaluate
the currency.’ he said.
According to him, a devalu-
ation is necessary following
such wage hikes to maintain
the international competitive-
ness of the country’s economy.
“You have to preserve compe-
titiveness by corresponding
devaluation of the currency.”



