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Haj application
date extended

The date for depositing
money has been extended upto
February 29 for the people
who intend to perform haj un-
der government management
this year. People are asked to
submit their haj applications 1o
the office of the deputy com:
missioners of their respective
districts along with the bank
receipt after depositing Tk
78,900, reports UNB.

Sirajganj food
godowns empty

SIRAJGANJ. Feb 23: The
food godowns in the district
were empty of wheat for the
last one month forcing a rise
in its price over rice. official
sources said. The food godo-
wns in nine upazilas of the
district were running short of
wheat and rice. reports UNB.

Bhatiary mishap:
2 more dies
CHITTAGONG, Feb 23: The
death toll in Saturday's acci-
dent at Bhatiary, Sitakunda
here rose to four with two
more deaths at the Chittagong
Medical College Hospital to-
day. Two persons died on the
and seven others injured
a heavy iron sheets fell
al a ship breaking in-
t Bhatiary, Sitakunda
terday. reports BSS.
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Donors, worried about
Bangladesh's slow implemen-
tation of projects, may cut
down their aid for the next fAs-
cal which will be a “good deal”
lower than the current year's
pledge of 2.3 billion US dol-
lars, a World Bank olficial said
Sunday.

In. an exclusive inlerview
with The Daily Star World
Bank (WB) ResidentL Repre-
sentative in Dhaka Christopher
R Willoughby said there was a
“great concern” by donors on
Bangladesh's project imple-
mentation performance.

According to him this will
be one of the three primary
factors to influence the lower-
ing of the aid commitment by
the Bangladesh Aid Consortium

By S Y Bakht

scheduled to meet in Paris on
April 21-22.

He identified the other two
major factors as budgetary

"constraints due to recession

on most western nations and
the pressure on some coun-
tries to divert aid to East

" European countries.

Last year the donors made
their highest ever commil-
ment to Ban sh demon-
strating their support to the
democratic government.
Additional funds were commit-
ted because of the devastating
cyclone which struck the
coastal areas weeks belore the
Paris Club meeting in May last

year.
Willoughby said disburse-
ment of the project ald (an es-

World Bank mission chief talks to the Star

I Club sanction to be |
lower next fiscal year

timated 1.5 billlon US dollars)
had been poor in the first half
of the current fiscal as the
Annual Development Progra-
mme [ADP) was “quite slow 1o
move  and investment perfor-
manee had been “very

db#:ulnu@‘
WB, which plays an
important role in assessing the

country s ec ‘
over the annual meeting of the
donors.

The WB ntative said
Bangladesh must act quickly
during the next few months
step up the pace of project
implementation. “The greatest
need right now is to substan-
tially increase the flow ol dis-
bursement ... the big locus

See Page 12 Col 8
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Activists of Greater Chittagong Hill Tracts Students Council demonstrating in the city yesterday in demand for release of

six fellow students.

'RSO has armed units in
every Arakan village'

Profcssor Zakaria was once
a botany tcacher. Now
Sceretary of the Mujahideen of
the Rohingya Solidarity
Organization (RSO), he lives
the life of a gucrilla. In their
struggle against the Myanmar
military, the [ighting membcers
of the RSO call themsclves, op-
timistically, Mujahtdcen.

In an interview in Cox's
Bazar with The Daily Star,
Zakaria talked about allcged
arms sources and internal dis-
agrcements, touching on
Rohingya history along thc way.

"Since the Independence of
Myanmar,” he claimed,
"Rohingyas have been strug-
gling for a say in its adminis-
tration, but the Myanmar

Star Special by S Ban
rulers are afraid thcir hege-
mony will be overthrown.” The
strategy has been to kecp mi-
norities such as the Rohingya
Muslims underprivileged;
lately, this has given way to ac-
tive pcrscecution in the Arakan
region, home of the Rohingyas.

The diminutive professor
joined the revolutionary
movement aflter being dis-
missed [rom his job in Akyab
College of Arakan. With few
educational opportunities,
Rohingyas are a largely illiter-
ate community. The rare edu-
cated ones find the Civil and
Defence services closed to
them, and most enter the
teaching profession. Lasl year,
nearly all Rohingya teaching

stall in government institu-
tlons were expelied. according
o Zakaria.

Asked aboul the reports
that the RSO had suspcnded
military activitics, Zakaria
rcplicd, "That {s untruc. Wc
have two lo three thousand
men ready to fight at any mo-
ment. We have unils in every
village in Arakan, and 10,000
members.”

The majorily of the active
Mujahidcen. it appears, roam
between Northern Arakan and
the DBandarban district of
Bangladcsh. In the latter, the
Shantibahini have reportedly
clashed with Rohingya factions.

According to Zakaria, “The

See Page 12 Col 4

Reds rally near Kremlin,
shout "Yeltsin resign’

MOSCOW, Feb 23:
Thousands of hardline com-
munists shouting "Yeltsin re-
sign”, forced their way past
Eolh:t barricades today and

cld an fllegal rally near the
Kremlin to mark the 74th
birthday of the former Sovict
army, reporis Reuter.

vibout 5,000 demonstralors
waving photographs of Stalin
and Lendn jumped over lorrics
al Mayakovsky Square and then
pushed through two rows of
policeman belore marching
towards Maneczh ArC acToss
from the Kremlin.

“We are irying to defend
the army and the Sovict Union
" sadd Natalya lvanova, a mid-
die-aged demonstrator.

Police in rlot gear offcred

| little resistance as they

watched the rowdy crowd
march toward the Kremlin.
"We are not against meccl-
ings and rallies,” said one po-
Heeman. " we are just ensuring
order to prevent people (rom

MOSCOW, Feb 23: Procom-
munist demonstrators battled
riot police on Sunday during an
anti-government rally.

Several policemen were
knocked to the ground and
demonstrators’ faces were hlood-
ied as police used truncheons to
force them back. reports AP,

causing a stamped.”
The anniversary, tradition-
ally marked with fireworks and

other festivities, look place at
a time of political dispute over

whether the army should stay
united or be split up among
the new states which replaced
the Soviet Union.

The dispute has fuclled
public discontent with Russian
President Boris Yeltsin's gov-
ernment which conservatives
alrcady blame for soaring
prices and low wages and has
revived calls for a return of the
Soviet Union.

"The army s our last hope
our last protector” said onc
demonstrator "that is why the
democrats are against the
army.”
Some protesters de-
nounced the Russian govern-
ment’'s new digarmament inf-
tatives and for return Lo
the days of dictatorship and a
strong military state,

—

— Star photo

CHT students’
memo to
Home Minister

By Staff Correspondent

The studenis belonging to
the Greater Chittagong 111l
Tracts: Students”™ Council
Sunday staged a sit-in in front
ol the Sceretarial for relcasc of
their six student leaders.

Six lkcaders of the Council —
Pulak Chakma, [Pradipan
Khisha, Animecsh Chakma,
Anuttar Chakma, Manolpal
Chakma and Amar Sadhan
Chakma — were delained al
the Mantkchhari military camp
on thcir way home alter hold-
ing a procession in Dhaka on
February 17. The student lead-
ers  handed over a memoran-
dum to Lthe Speaker of the
Parllamcent demanding iniple-
mentatfon of thefr five-point
demands.

Aller Sunday's sil-in, the

See Page 12 Col B
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| Ignore BNP's bait, Hasina
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1' Fundamentalism

has no room,
says Khaleda

MADARIPUR, Feb 23 :
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia. has said the BNP govern-
ment does not believe in fun-
damentalism and will work for
the betterment of people be-
longing to all strata of life. re-
ports BSS.

She said the politics of pre-
sent nationalist gevernment
was to make Bangladesh an
abode of peace and harmony
where people irrespective of
caste, creed and religion could
live together happily and work
for the overall national devel-
opment,

The Prime Minislcr was
speaking at the first grand con-
ference of Bangladesh Jatlya-
tabadi Scheduled Cast Cell al
the Shashikar College Ground
under Kalkini upazila of Mad.

arfipur distriet,
*We wan!t to bulld up the

country llnhll: I::jlil:r::fl

Presided over by Principal
Ganesh Halder. the function
was also addressed bysd.aw and
Justice Minister Mirza Golam
Hafiz, Agriculture, | tion,
Water nt a Flond
Control Minister Majid-ul-
Haque, Health Minister Chow-
dhury Kamal Ibne Yosufl. Staie
Minister for Forest and

Fisheries Gayeswar Roy. State

Minister for Religion Prof
Abcdul Mannan. Fa Rahman
MP. advisers of the cell

Advocate Kazi Golam Mahbub
and Advocate A K M Shamsul
Bari Mia Mohon, former
Minister Abdul Mannan Sik
der. Kartik Chandra Thakur,
convenor of the cell. Prafullah
Kumar Mandal. Tarani Kanta
Sarkar. Headmaster of Shas
hikar High School and Achar-
fva Chitta Ranjan Biswas.

The Prime Minister said
the members of the scheduled

Sce Page 12 Col 1
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tells UP chairmen

GOPALGANJ, Feb 23:
Opposition lecader Shceikh
lHasina loday asked the local
administration and union
parishad chairmen Lo work
unitedly for the wellare of the
deprived multitude ignoring all
threats and temptations, re-
ports UND.

“The party in powcr may Lry
to allure or intimidale you to
share their misdeeds ... ignore
all temptations or intimida-
flons and work ncutrally for
the welfare of the masses”™, she
lold a mecting of local officials
and the newly eclected UP

| | chairmen at the Tungipara

Upazila Parishad auditorium
this moming.

Officials and UP chairmcn
:Fpnmd the opposition lcader

various ongoing projccts in
the arca and problems faced by
them.

Among others, Gopalpur UP
Chairman Swarup Chandra
Howlader and Patgati UP
Chairman Munshi Emdadul
Haq spoke on the occasion.

Hasina, now on a [ive-day
visit to Gopalganj. said con-
certed eflorts by ollicials and
elected representatives could
make significant contribution
to improve Lhe soclo-economic

condition of the poor.

She accused Lhe NI gov-
ernment of politicising Lhe
administration saying it cre-
ated indiscipline and resent
ment among the oflicials.

The Awami League
President allc that the
ernmenl would not lormulate
any pragmalic policy yct to
bncl-l-tplh: country's cﬂ{rmmy
through increased production
in the agriculture and indus-
Lrics seclors.

‘Callousness of the ruling
party and the luxurious life iis
members are I|leading are
making the crises worse ev-
erywhere, aggravating the

. bardship of the people,

Hasina said that despite re-
ted calls, the mment
fatled to take steps to hall
price-hike, campus violence
and lawlessness. She accused
the government of patronish-
ing corruption and nepotism.
Reiterating her party's pro-
gramme, the Awami League
chiel called for removing tllit-
eracy, hunger, poverty and un-
emp t of women in the
rural areas through specilic
economic programmes.
Hasina also addrcssed a
See Page 12 Col 7

Experts suggest wider
use of geotextiles

By Staff Correspondent

Construction scientists and

experis at a seminar Sunday
emphasised the need to use
Geotextile technology in con-

trolling river erosion and pro-.

tecting embankments in the
coastal belts of the country.
The seminar titled "Use of
Geotextile technology In
Ba h' was jointly organ-
ised by United Enterprises and
Co Ltd. esh and UCO
Technical Fabrics NV, Belgium
at Hotel Sonargaon where the
Minister for Local Government
and Rural Development Abdus

~ Salam Talukder was present as

the chiel guest.

Geotextiles are heavy-duty
materials like polypropylene,
polyester, polyethylepe,
polyamide and polyvinylidene
used in embankments ' and

even in the constructing of
scawalls that effectively pro-
tect percolation of water and
ensure durability of embank-
ments.

The technology is also used
in 11 other civil engineering
construction works like fly-
overs, water drainages and
railway bridges.

British expert Dr Peter R
Rankilor, considered the pi-
oneer in the technology in the
world, presented the key-note
paper at the seminar. '

The seminar was attended
by Energy and Mineral
Resources Minister Dr
Khondoker Mosharrafl Hossain
as special guest and State
Minister for Communications

e —

$1.9m WFP

reports BSS.

The food assistance in-

million US dollar.

Rattons will be distributed
to refugees in the camps being
established by the govern-
ment, the press reicase saild.

The food aid will be a part
of joint relief operation con-
ducted by the government in
collaboration with UNHCR,
Red Crescent, MSF and WFP,

Mcanwhile UNB says: The
UNIICR is cxpecied lo come
up with a comprechensive pro-
gramme within a weck for
providing adequate relicl o
tens of thousands of Myanmar
reflugees sheltered In the

Secc Page 12 Col 7

Senior officers
get postings

By Staff Correspondent

A number of senjor civil
scrvants who have recently
been promoted have been
given pos -

These oflicials were made
OSDs at the Ministry of
Establishment after promotion,
Additional Secretary Abdus
Sobhan has been appointed
Press Secrctary to the Prime
Minister, says a PID handout

on Sunday .

Mesbahuddin Ahmed and
Syed Amirul Mulk, beth
Additional Secrectarics have

been appointed Divisional
Chief of the Planning
Commission and Director
General of Radio Bangladesh

Shah Abdul Hannan
{Additional Secretary) has
been appointed Member of the
National Board of Revenue.

Additional Secretaries ABM
Siddique and Mamunur Rashid
have been made Managing
Director of Shilpa Rin
Sangstha and Principal of the
Planning Academy respec-
tively.
Safiuddin Ahmed [Joint
Secretary] who belongs to the
BCS (Information) has been
appointed Private Secretary to
the Prime Minister with his

See Page 12 Col 2

Striking deep sea

fishermen threaten

to 'internationalise’
their issue

By Staff Correspondent

The striking workers of
the Bangladesh Deep Sea
Fishing Trawlers have threat-
ened to internationalise the is-
sue of their ongoing strike
pressing for pay hike and
other allowances.

Some 2000 workers of the
Deep Sea Fishing Trawlers
Workers' Union are on an in-
definite strike since February
7 demanding increase in
wages by 50 per cent. increase
in on-board allowance to Taka
15 hundred from Taka 800
and over time allowance to the
crew for extra hours.

M A Muttalib, the President
of the Bangladesh Plantation,
Agricultural and Fisheries

Fazlur Rahman as the guest of | ‘Workers' Federation (BPAFWF),

See Page 12 Col 7
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The barriers between an organisation’s strategic
vision and the realisation of that vision can only be
overcome by continuously adapting and changing

course.

To meet this challenge the HRC Group practices
the key disciplines — Strategy Development,
Operational Improvement and Information
Technology. Each of HRC's member companies
was born out of an ambitious plan — to rely upon
and make the most of Bangladesh’s resources.
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The HRC Group continues to grow on solid
foundation. Because far-sightedness has always
been our prime family trait.
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