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government's authority and re-
wrote the history of net only

Bangladesh. but also of the en-
tire subocontinent.

The War of Liberation ol
1971 saw herolam and sacri-
fice on a massive, unprece-
dented scale. Yet ft would ﬁr-
haps not be wrong to say t
no other political or social
movement in this country has
had so much romanticism and
innocence attached to it as the
one the students embarked

upon 40 years ago. e ke
n.

Nis no s
40 years on, appeal that
ol this

Ekushey has for

country, and perhaps for
Bengalees everywhere. has not
dimintshed one bit.

True, the manner of com-
memoration has undergone
some drastic changes. The so-
briety of yesteryears has been
replaced with more colourful
remembrance that verges on
rejoicing. But then. with uiti-
mate victory won, the martyrs
themselves would probably
have wanted people to rejoice
on this day of deflance.

The 1992 Shaheed Day

mangrl.nm began with Prime
tster Khaleda Zia laying a
floral wredath at the Central

Shahecd Minar at Zero Hour,
Thursday.

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas yesterday called upon
the people to build a happy.
prosperous and sell-reliant
country through nurturing and
consolidating the spirit of na-
tonalism.

In a message on Lhe eve of
"Ekushey” today the President
also called for turning the
country into a dignified demo-
cratic nation, [reeing the peo-
ple from the curse of poverty,
illiteracy and backwardness.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia in a message on
the eve of the historic Ekushey
February, said "the sacrifices of
the martyrs of the Language
Movement will become mean-
ingful when we will be able to
give democracy a permanent
institutional shape, remove
poverty, make every one of our
citizens lettered and eradicate
terrorism from educational in-
stitutions. The appeal of
Ekushey will be successful
when our culture and tradition
are flourished and nurtured
and our eternal human values
are strengthened firmly." she
sadd.

She called upon all to work
with sincerity and devotion
from their respective positions
to achieve these largets.

Opposition Leader Sheikh
Hn;tna _vulr:rdiy gave a call to

Ekushey today

the people to unitedly resist
misrule and anti-liberation
communal forces and preserve
Bengali language. culture and
tradition.

"Let's pledge anew o re-
store the spirit and values ol
the Liberation War.... resist in-
justice, repression and misrule
at any cost and continue
movement for economic free-
dom”, said Hasina in a measage
on the eve of Amar Ekushey.

Paying homage to the mar
tyrs of the historic language
movement, she said Raflq,
Shafiq. Jabbar. Barkat and
Salam sacrificed their bloods
to pave the way for democracy

and progress.
Programmes

esh Nationalist Party
(BNP) has chalked out elabo-
rate programmes to mark the

The party will hoist the
black flag and keep the party
flag and the national flag at half
mast. BNP leaders and activists
will wear black badges.

At 7-30 in the morning.
BNP will hold a rally near the
Balaka Cinema Hall and place
wreaths at the central Shaheed
Minar.

The rty members will
also offer Fatcha at the graves
of the martyrs at Azimpur

Jatiyatabadi Samajik
Sangskritik Sangstha (JASAS)
will hold a discussion meeting
today (Friday) at 4:30 pm at
the Ramna Batamul in obsecr-
vance of the day.

Bangladesh Awami League
will hoist the black flag at the
central party office at 5:30 am.
The party members will gather
at the central office at the

ndhu Avenuc at 6 am
and wear black badges.

An Awami League proces-
sion will start for the Azimpur
Graveyard at 6:30 am and offer
Fateha there.

The party members will
place wreaths at the central
Shaheed Minar at 7:30 in the
morning. The party will also
organise a discussion meetin
and a musical soiree at its of-
fice at 4 pm today (Friday).
Central leaders of Awami
League will take part in the
discussion meeting presided
over by AL President Shetikh
Hasina. Similar programmes
will also be observed at the

rty's district and thana-level
units. (More programmes on
Metropolitan page).

Announcement

The final part of Countdown
lo Shaheed Day. which The
Daily Star ran as a series from
February | onwards. appears
on Page B of the special sup-
plement brought out with to-

day's issue.

From Page 1 Col 3
a briefl introduction of the
work and achievement of the
recipients of the Padak.

The Prime Minister said
the [reedom of the nation
came through the path of
sacrifice and movement of
Ekushey as the commitment
of freedom and spirit of
Language Movement were in-
terlinked.

Begum Zia announced that
the persons who were doing
research on development and
flourishment of Bangla at per-
sonal levels would be given pa-
tronisation from the govern-
ment.

The Prime Minister said
the present government
which wanted to realise the
hopes and aspirations of the
people believed that democ-
racy would get a permanent
institutio shape only
through economjc emancipa-

IDB

From Page 1 Col 7

lem.
The board of nors ex-
pressed their full solidarity

with th.i: government of
Bangladesh in dealing with this
difficult problem.

Earlier the Finance Minis-
ter discussed the problem
with the conference chairman
and Libyan Finance Minister
Mohammad E| Madam EI|
Bokhari and IDB President Dr.
Ahmed Mohammed Ali and
asked for IDB's support in
conformity to establish
provision for helping suffering
Muslim minorities.

Both the Chairman and
President of the IDB in their
statements expressed grave
concemn at the situation arising
out of the itnflux of thousands
of refu into Bangladesh
and called for immediate solu-
tion of the problem and safe
return of the refugees to their
left-over hearth and home.

Spread literacy

tion of all, one of the majo
objectives of the Languagr
Movement.

Speaking about terrorism
in educational instdtutions, the
Prime Minister said terrorism
was inst the spirit of
Ekushey. “If we love Ekushey
from the core of our heart, we
would have to come forward

unitedly to curb terrorism.

The interest of nation has
to be given priority over party
or group interests, she said
adding the future of the nation
cannot be kept hostage in the
hands of terrorists.

Begum Zia said Bangla had
become the national
as we could establish ourselves
as a free nation im-
mense sacrifices and crossing
a river of blood.

She said it was a matter of

for the nation that our
anguage has got recognition
in the United Nations. She
called for use of Bangla exten-
sively as a medium for science
and higher technical educa-
tion. she said government
was taking up programmes to
realise this objective,

The Prime Minister con-
gratulated - the recipients of
the Ekushey Padak and said.
*You have achieved this rare
honour and dignity by virtue of
your devotion, labour and
merit. We share your pride.”

The Prime Minister hoped
that the recipients would
supplement her government's
eliorts to establish a’ happy,
prosperous country for the fu-

ture generation.

Shab-e-Barat

From Page | Col 5
newspapers carried special ar-
ticles highlighting the signifi-
cance of the holy night.

Bangladesh Seerat Mission,
Sufi Foundation Bangladesh
Dewanbagh Pak Darbar Sharif,
Bangladesh Mehnati Party and
different organisations held
Milad Mahfils and congrega-
tions to observe ‘Laflatul Barat'.
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Five-Party Alliance brought out a procession in the city yesterday demanding expulsion of Golam Azam. —Star photo

9 get Ekushey
Padak 92

The government. Thursday
announced the names of the
recipients of the 'Ekushey
Padak’ 1992, reports BSS.

According to an official an-

nouncement, the recipients
are: Dewan Mohammad Azraf
(Literature), Mosashwer All
(Literature}, Prof. Emajuddin
Khan
Muhammad Salek (Education).
Gias Kamal Chowdhury
(Journalism), Ataus Samad
[Journalism), Shahnaz Rah-
matullah (Music), Amjad
Hossain (Drama) and
Muhammad Abul Hashem Khan
(Fine Arts).

Bangia Academy

Bipradas Barua and
Habibullah Siraji have been
named for "Bangla Academy
Literary Award 917, according
to Bangla Academy sources
here last night.

Each award carries Taka 25
thousand in cash and a cita-
ton.

The recipients will be for-
mally decorated with the
awards on February 22.

Pakistan

From Page 1 Col 7

that Islamabad had the com-
ponents for an atomic device
and stopped a half billion dol-
lars in economic and military
aid.

Washingion has said assis-
tance won't re-start until
Islamabad rolls back its nu-
clecar programme. Pakistan
said it won't unless its tradi-
tionally antagonistic neighbour.
India, also does.

India exploded a nuclear

device in 1974.

“Pakistan’s nuclear pro-

gramme is entirely peaceful in

character and is not weapons
oriented,” Kanju said. “At the
same time, for obvious reasons.
Pakistan cannot forego its op-
tions unilaterally.”

Alter a series of talks be-
tween Washington and
Islamabad [ailcd 1o break the
impasse. Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif launched a
diplomatic oflensive to try to
case misgivings about Pakis-
tan’s nuclear intentions.

During a visit to Paris last
month, Sharifl acknowledged
for the first time that Pakistan
had the components to make
a nuclear bomb but wouldn't.

He also has pushed for a
five-nation summit—Pakistan.
India, the United States, China
and the former Soviet Union—
to make South Asia free of
nuclear weapans. So far, New
Delhi has rejected the pro-
posal.

"We remain firmly commit-
ted 1o the objective of nuclear
non-proliferation and are will-
ing to accept any non-discrim-
inatory regional regime for
keeping South Asia free of nu-
clear weapons, Kanju said.

Beijing urges Yangon

From Page | Col 7
boosted its border troops lo

aboul 90.000 amidst a Lorrent
ol Rohingya Muslim relugees
fleeing Arakan into .

The number of refugees has
crossed onec lakh with an esti-
mated 3,000 people pouring
into Cox's Bazar and
Bandarbans districts daily.

China, which supplies arms
both to Myanmar and

sh, believers that such
border tenston is unfortunate,
but not unusual between
neighbours.

The sources said some
western intelligence reports
have overstated China's 1989
arms deal with Myanmar.

They said China's actual
arms sale to Myanmar ts much
below the level of 1.4 billion
dollars lptcullted by the west-

ern intelligence.
12 shot dead

Meanwhile reports reaching
Dhaka from the sh-
Myanmar border said that
refugees pouring into Teknaf
on Thursday said that
Myanmar soldiers shot dead at
lecast 12 Rohingyas. including
three young women whom
they tried to rape.

The incident occurred on
Tuesday at the Puimall village
near Buthidong wwn ul
Arakan province. according Lo
a refugee who claimed w0 have
witnessed the killing

Speaking on condition of
anonymity, he said a Myanmar
patrol grabbed the three

women on their way to bring
wnt:l' from a nearby mountain

* He added that as the
women screamed for help
ncarly 50 villagers surrounded
the soldiers who opened in-
discriminate fire on the crowd
kiling at least 12.

Meanwhile. Myanmar has
deployed three naval ships at
Raichongpra under the west
ern command al Chakkipara

near Akyab, the newly
launched Arakan News Agency
said on Thursday.

The dgency quoting fts re-
porters in Arakan said. mod

ern arms and ammunitions
were being unloaded [rom
ships under the cover of a
blackout declared in the area

These reports could not bq:
verified independently
Myanmar has shut the mumry
to foreign journalists

Italy joins as full member
at next Aid Club meet

By Staff Correspondent

Italy. for the first time. will
participate as a full member at
the Bangladesh Aid Consor-
tium meeting due to begin in
Paris next April. Italian ambas-
sador in Dhaka Claudic Paci-
fico said on Wednesday,

Briefing newsmen on the
‘remarkable progress’ made in
the bilateral relations between
Bangladesh and ltaly at the
embassy chancery. Ambassador
Pacifico said relations be-
tween the two nations gained
*special momentum” following
the recently concluded [irst
ever Joint Economic Commi-
ssion meeting in Rome.

Replying to a question. he
sald that ltaly will participate
as a full member for the first
time. unlike as an observer in
the past, at the next Paris Aid
Club meeting for Bangladesh.
He added that Italy was likely
lo make a “significant contri-
butfon™ at the meet.

Terming the upcoming
visit, which begins today. by
Foreign Minister A S M
Mostafizur Rahman to ltaly as
an “important® one. the
Ambassador said that the visit
also has political significance
and underlines the special
momentum gained in recent
months on the bilateral rela-
tions between the two coun-
tries.

During the visit the Forcign
Minister is scheduled to meet

italian Prime Mintster Guilio-

Andreotti. Foreign Minister
Gilanni De Michelis, Senior
Italian politiclans and impor-
tant industrialists, he added.
Nothing that the newly-in-
stalled democratically elected
government in Bangladesh
had a positive impact on the
Italian public opinion. he said
that the prevailing view in the

ltallan government is o help
Bangladesh attain a sound eco-

nomic environment.

Ambassador Paciflico said
that Italy would like to make
Bangladesh a “preferential”
partner for cooperation and
also provide soft-term loans
to promole the “industrial
interests” of Ba sh. “The
real way to help Bangladesh is
to assist her in developing her
own economic and industrial
bases®. he added.

He hoped that the recent
progress made in the bilateral
relations could trigger new
forms of economic and indus-
trial coopcration between the
two natipns.

( Related Story on Page-7)

Envo
From 1 8
Lt es

The Ambassador conveyed
greetings of Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia to King
Fahd and also extended thanks
and appreciation of the gov-
ernment and the people of
Bangladesh to the government
and the people of Saudi Arabia
for their constant support and

concern at the time of
Bangladesh's needs.
During the presentation

ceremony King Fahd conveyed
his greetings to Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia,
the government and the peo-
plc of Bangladesh and wel-
comed him as the Ambassador
ol a brotherly country with
which Saudi Arabia has the

strongest ties deeply rooted In |

their common fafth. In demon-
strating his feelings towards
Bangladesh King Fahd men-
tioned that "The people of
Bangladesh are part of Saudi
Arabia and the people of Saudi

Arabia are part uf&.nﬂlndt::h."

BAFA artistes performing
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dance at a function jointly organised by BFUJ and DUJ at the
National Press Club auditorium Thursday in observance of Ekushey.

— Star photo
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BCS (Secretar:at)
cadre service
abolished

Government Thursday de-
cided o abolish the cadre
scrvice DBCS ([Sccrelariat )
merging 1t with BCS
(Administration), a source
close to the Establishment
| Ministry told UNB.
| The dccision. taken at a
| meeting of the *Council
Commitlee on Services re-or-
ganisation and Promotion®
chaired by Education Minister
Zamiruddin Sircar will be
placed before the cabinet
mecling soon for approval,

The commillce came into
this dccision considering the
nature and promotion
prospcet of the two cadre ser-
vices, It was argucd that unilfy-
ing the lwo cadrec services
would open up the prospect of
!upwurd mobility for the juntor
o

Mcers, the source said.
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Klerk to announce
referendum soon

CAPE TOWN, Feb 20: South Africa’s President Frederik de
Klerk announced today 3

sign.
made in the wake of the crushi
Party in the Potchefstroom by-e

IDBtosetupinvednmt
guarantee firm

CAIRO. Feb 20: The Islamic Development Bank (IDS) has
d:::hd lﬂh::uplﬂrmlnp:mnltrtmﬂtmuud
credits to st trade among Muslim states ptian Finance
Minister Mohammed al-Razaz said The dcﬂegn on the new
firm. comprising all 44 IDB members. was taken by the

bank's governors at talks in Libya Tuesday. reports Reuter.

Palestinian peace negotiators
leave for Jordan

JERUSALEM Feb 20: Palestinian peace negotiators el
for Jordan by bus today on their way o a8 new round of Middie
East peace talks In Washington Chiel negotiator Halder
Abdel-Shafi said he expected the talks starting on Monday te

y address arrangements of interim self rule for nearly two mil-
on Palestinians in the Isracli-occupied territories. reports
Reuter.

'~ Accused bailed

without formal From Page 1 Cot:4

Matin Chowdhury. who
From Staff Correspondent  heads a high-level committee
KHHULNA. Feb 20 : The ac- 0

su se an estimated |

| cused In a murder case was re- lakh , said
leased on bail without any for believes the prnhltm can be
mal order passed In the judi- resolved through diplomatic
cial record In the court of the eflorts
Additional Sessions Judge i
on February 15.

The bench clerk (Peshkar)
was transierred 10 Daulatpur
on the basis of that allegation.

He estimated the refugees
al about 50.000 saying “more
refugees are coming o escape
various repressive measurcs of
the Myanmar government and

A laint Itho
senil bt:m :lt rhdurnﬁhm the number Is leared o swell
| Khan to the Chief Justice today ' future’
| alleging that murder 1:-:: Was NSS adds Bangladesh

on hearing for bail petition 1n  Wednesday described the un

the court of the Additional #*Pated infux of Myanmar
| Sessions Judge-l1l Abdur Musiims into its leTTitory as A
Ruzzak, on February 18, matter of “great concern” and
On thet day. buil petitions of Noped that the on-going

| four lctu'll'tl.' Anwar Rana  9iplomatic efforts te resolve

the issue would uce guick

Shaheen and Azhar. was being Pt a4

| heard by the said court. No

| lormal order was on

| that order shect the court The Home Minister said al

| But on the bllowing day. the an OCAHB briefing in Dhaka
bench clerk (Peshkar) in that Bangladesh believed
formed the lawyer that only diplomatic endeavours for res-

onc of the four accused was olution of the problem were

granted bail.

A separate date was fixed
for the hearing of the three
other accused. Advocate Khan
was surprised when he saw on
the record sheet that no writ-
ten order was passed by the
judge and the date for the
hearing was recorded for the
other accused.

The matter was brought to
the notice of the District
Judge on February 17. Accor-
dingly. the District Judge
transferred the bench clerk to
the Daulatpur Upazila Court
today.

The name of the accused
who was released on bail was
on the FIR while those of the

—————— e ——

three others were not.
Advocate Khan then urged for
a judicial enquiry.

I When contacted the District
Judge said the record sheet
would be regularised and the
concermed bench clerk trans-
ferred for negligence of duty.

not exhausted and were con

tinuing lor an early solution of
the issuc

He said refugees would go
back o their eountry but
added that Bangladesh could
not force their return i they
feared their security.

The Home Minister said
Bangladesh was looking for-
ward to the visit of the
Myanmar Foreign Minister
Ohn Gyaw to Dhaka when a
fruitful discussion on the
refugee issue was expected.

When his attention was
drawn to the fact that the
Foreign Minister is unlikely to
pay the scheduled visit within
this month, the Home
Minister said. "We have been
told that the visit is being de-
layed due to his preoccupa-
tions but the visit will take
place.” he said.
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