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The Offices of The Daily
Star will remain closed on
Friday, February 21, 1992,
on account of ‘Shaheed
Dibash.’

Therefore. there will be
no issue of the paper on
Saturday, February 22,
1992.

—-M

Notice

Today's issue of The
Daily Star includes an eight-
page Supplement on
‘Shaheed Dibash.' Price re-
mains unchanged at Taka
4.00

—Management

NEWS BRIEFS

50 injured as
train derails

LALMONIRHAT, Feb 20 : At
least 50 people were injured,
five of them seriously, when
four bo of a train derailed
near Ka raflway station to-
day. The accident took place at
about 4-30 this afternoon
when four bogies of the
Lalmonirhat-bound train from
Burimari derailed after a boggy
got disjointed from the engine.
reports UNB.

Goods worth Tk 50
lakh gutted

Fire gutted goods worth
about Tk 50 lakh in a market
in Kurigram town yesterday.
Fire Brigade sources here said
the fire gutted 10 shops and a
jute godown in the afternoon,
reports UNB.

‘JU senate elects
VC panel Mar 8

A special session of
Jahangirnagar University
Senate will be held on March 8
at 4pm to elect a three-mem-
ber panel for the office of Vice
Chancellor of the Umversity. a
university press release said.

reports BSS.

Amar Ekushey today | Be

FALGOON 8§, 1398 BS

By Staff Correspondent

The nation commemorates
the 40th anniversary ol the
Shaheed Day today. amidst
growing feeling of confidence
about the future of democracy
and liberty in the country.

Bangladesh has innumerable
reasons to be forever grateful
to Abul Barkat. Abdu! Jabbar,
Abdus Salam. Rafiquddin and
others. Their supreme sacri-
fice on February 21, 1952
sparked off a fireball that de-
voured the neo-colonial rulers
of Pakistan within a span of 20
years.

The journey embarked upon
40 years ago was a journcy to
make Bangla one ol the state
languages of Pakistan: but the
nationalist fire that the mar-
tyrdoms kindled in the
Bengalee people did not stop
burning untl the country itself
was freed on December 16,
1971.

In fact, that fire of Ekushey
is burning brighter today than
perhaps ever before,

The restoration of democ-

racy in 1990 after two bohts of
martial law and years of
despotic rule, owed its success
to awareness of the people.
That awareness was a product
ol the two-decade long strug-
gle against neo-colonialism
which was s off by the
epoch-making events 40 years
ago.

The history of the world has
seen many extraordinary
evemts, but has a nation
so passionately rallied in de-
fence of its mother tongue and
culture. Ekushey was not only
about a simple matter of lan:
guage: it was a most emotional,
yet logical, forceful yet deliber-
ate expression of Bengalli na-
tonalism.

One of the most extraordi-
nary things about Ekushey was
that no party or individual ac-
tually "led” the movement on
that historic day. It was a
spontaneous burst of indigna-
tion as well as righteousness.

The students of Dhaka

See Page 12 Col 1

PM hands over Ekushey Padak '91

Spread literacy, uphold
spirit of Ekushey

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia distributed the
*Ekushey Padak-1991" to the
recipients at a formal cere
mony held at Osmany
Memaorial Hall Thursday
evening, reports BSS.

The recipients of the 1991
Padak are: Ahmed Sharl for
Literature, Kabir Chowdhury
for Literature. Salahuddin
Ahmed for Education, A M
Harun-Ur-Rashid for
Education. Faiz Ahmed for
Joumalism, Sanjida Khatun for
Music. Mohammad Aminul
Hugq fot Drama and Kazi Abdul
[Zaset for Fine Arts.

Speaking on the occasion,
Prime Minister gave a call to

Ekushey.

Begum Zia said “The appeal
of Ekushey will remain unful-
filled till there remain a single
citizen unlettered.”

She said, “Ekushey is our
pride and source of national
consciousness. It is our com-
mitment and beacon of light.”
Ekushey was not only a
Language Movement but it
had a far reaching and wide-
ranging significance, she said
adding it was a movement for
political, economic and cul-
tural emancipation.

The award-giving ceremony
was atiended, among others,
by Ministers. members of par-
liament. political leaders and
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Prime Minister Bejrum Khaleda Zia was
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1jIng urges

Yangon to
settle 1ssue

with Dhaka

By Farid Hossain

China favours peaceful nego-
tiations between Myanmar and
Hangladesh o resolve the cur-
rent border tensions. diple
matic sources in Dhaka said on

Thursday
They said China Armly be-
lteves that Myanmar and

Bangladesh will be able 1o solve
the problema In the spirit of
fMendship and good neigh-
bourliness that exist between
them.

China maintains good
riendly relations with both
Bangladesh and Myanmar

(Burma).
They said though China s

not offering any mediation
between the two countries, it
recently contacted Myanmar to
say the border dispute can be
resolved peacefully through
negotiations

Relations between
Bangladesh and Myanmar
chilled since Dec. 21. when a
Myanmar patrol killed a BDR
jawan a civilan in an at-
tack on Rejupama BDR outpost.

Myanmar has since then

See Page 12 Col 4

IDB team will assess

TRIPOLI, Feb 20 The
Islami Development Hank
board of Governors has de-
cided 1w send a mission to
Bangladesh to assess the ex-
tent and dimension of the
problems of the Rohingya
Muslim refugees and o devise
ways and means ol extending
succour and reliel o the dis-
tressed humanity, reports BSS.

The conference also
unequivocally condemned the
alrocities perpetrated on the
l":fugﬂta-

The deciston was taken in
response to the statement
made by the Finance Minisier
M. Satfur Rahman at the ple-
ragy of the 18th meeting of
the IDB board of governors
being beld here in the Libyan

Rohingyas’ problems

had taken refugee iIn
Bangladesh into harrowing
Lales and as victims of gross vi-
olation of human rights.
inittally, he said. the gov-
ernment of Bangladesh. acting
in accordance with the prin-
ciple of good neighbourliness
and peaceful co-existence had
thought that the problem
could be settled.
Unfortunately, the situation
sggravated and now it has
reached such an

Lu-u:-rrbh
level that it is beyond re-

sources and capability of
Bangladesh alone 10 manage.
he said. 2

Terming this as a common
human prublem .of Immense
proportion., he called upon the
IDB member countries to ex-

take pledge to spread “the h officials. . capital
Literacy Movement all over hlﬂ!.:ar“tr the Cabinet pay mh“t“'_ to the Language Martyrd at the Central T Haancs Minister aati tend their moral and material
the country to uphold the Secreiary Ayubur Rahman gave shlh'_“"d Minar as clock ticked one minute past more than one hundred thou ::':E.pf:nztﬁmu:n rTl::
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ID cards for citizens likely | Sh®<Br | RTT at standstil
- observed a S an S 1

[Home Minister Abdul Niatin
Chowdhury has said the gov-
ernment will consider intro-
duction of identification cards
for Bangladesh citizens.

“This is a good idea. We are
also thinking about it.” said the
Home Minister when the sub-
ject of ID was raised during
his meeting with Overseas
Correspondents Association
Bangladesh (OCAB) at National
Press Club on Wednesday.

He agreed with a reporter
who suggested legal aid be
provided by the government to
those who cannot afford
lawyers.

At the hour-long briefing
the soft-spoken minister dis-
cussed the overall law and

By Staff Correspondent

order, tensions along the bor-
der with Myanmar. infux of
Rohingya refugees, activity of
outlawed Shantibahini, drive
against Sharbahara extremists,
Special Powers Act and traffic
problem.

He fielded volleys of ques-
tions on the anti-terrorism bill
that parllament sent o a
Standing Committee for

scrutiny after the government -

failed to introduce it because
of opposition protests.

The opposition has criti-
cised the bill for what they al-
leged some undemocratic pro-
visions.

Defending the bill Matin
Chowdhury said. “It's still a
draft and there is no political

motive behind the government
move."

He said the government s
keen on repealing the 1974

Powers Act to fulfil its
e n commitment.

"But there are many crimes
and terrorist activiies which
can not be dealt even with the
Special Powers Act.” the
Minister said adding “That's
why we need a new law.”

He, . falled to spec-
ify the crimes which can not
be tackled with existing laws.

In reply to a question the
Home Minister ruled out war
with Myanmar (Burma) over

the Rohingya rd‘utn
"There won't any war
See Page 12 Col 8

Inhabitants of Ward-60 of Dhaka city protesting the trafficking of women to Pakistan.
—S8tar photo

Holy Shab-e-Barat was ob-
served Wednesday in the coun-
try as clsewhere in the Muslim
world with due solemnity and
religious fervour, reports UNB.

The observance of the
“Night of Fortune” was marked
by night-long prayers seeking
divine blessings for the salva-
tion of both material and spiri-
tual world.

In a message on the occa-
ston. President Abdur Rahman
Biswas felicitated the people
saying that the teachings of
Islam are aimed at bringing
welfare to individuals as well as
society.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia in a separate mes:
sage expresscd hope that the
spirit of Shab-e-Barat would
help step up our efforts in cs-
tabhahlng a prosperous demo-
cratic socicty based on the
ideals of Islamic values and way
of life.

Opposition leader Sheikh
Hasina in her méssage on the
occasfon also sought heavenly
blessings for establishing rule
of law and justice in the coun-

try.

Different socio-cultural and
religious organisations held
Quran Khwani. Milad Mahfils,
Wa| mahfils and seminars on
the occasion.

Special prayers were of-
fcred at Baitul Mukarram and
other mosques for continued
peace, progress and welfare of
the country as well as unity
and fraternity of the Islamic
Ummah.

The day (Thursday) follow-
ing the "night of fortune” was a
public holiday.

Radio Bangladesh and
Bangladesh Television bgoad-
cast speclal programmes While

See Page 12 Col 2
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RAJSHAHL, Feb 20 : The
admintstrative function at
Rajshahi University were at
standstill as the offices of the
Vice Chancellor., Pro-VC,.
Proctor and RUCSU Retumning
Officer remained locked for
the last four days. reports
UNB.

Members of Bangladesh
Jattyatabadi Chhatra Dal locked
the offices on Feb 17 night to
press home their demands for

immediate announcement of

RUCSU election date, resigna-
tion of the VC, Pro-VC, Proctor
and the Returning Officer and
dissolution of present RUCSU.

Mcanwhile., Bangladesh
Chhatra Moitri submitted a

memorandum to the Vice
Chancellor at his residence on
Wecdnesday to press home its
seven-point demand.

The demands include im-
mediate announcement of
RUCSU election, withdrawal of
false cases against 60 student
leaders., withdrawal of police
from campus, expulsion of ille-
gal seat occupters and shorten-

ing of Ramjan and Summer '

vacation.

Islami Chhatra Shibir,
Rajshahi Unfversity unit in a
statement also demanded im-
mediate announcement of
RUCSU polls and demanded
dissolution of present RUCSU,

‘Pakistan doesn't have |
assembled N-bomb?’

ISLAMABAD. Feb 20: The
government on Thursday ac-
knowledged what everyone has
suspected for years. that
Pakistan has the capability to
make a nuclcar bomb. reports
AP,

But Dceptity Foreign Minister
Siddique Kanju said Pakistan
doesn’t have an assembled nu-
clear device and doesn’t in-
tend to make one.

Hoping to set the record
straight and allay fears about
the country’'s nuclear pro-
gramme Kanju also said
Pakistan would not transfer its
nuclear know-how to other
countries and would work to
make South Asia a nuclear
weapons-free zone.

"Pakistan has acquired cer-

tain technical capability in the
nuclear field.,” Kanju told the
National Assembly. the lower
law-making ouse  of
Parliament. "However. a politi-
cal decision has been taken at
the highest level to use this
capability for peaceful pur-
poses and not to produce nu-
clear weapons.”

Successive civilan and mili-
tary governments have insisted
since the mid-1970s that
Pakistan's nuclear programme
was geared solely toward pro-
ducing nuclear energy for
economic development.

But Western countries. par-
ticularly the United States hagd
their doubts. By October 1990,
Washington was persuaded

See Page 12 Col 3

Israeli troops smash thru'’ UN barricades in Lebanon

TYRE. (Lebanon). Feb 20 : A
tank-led Israell force smashed
through UN barricades and
into two villages in southern
Lebanon on Thursday to battle
Shiite. Muslim guerillas.
Officials said the Israelis
wounded two UN peacekeep-
ers. reports AP,

The attack followed
overnight Israeclf shelling of
the Shiite villages that killed at
least one civilian and left seven
wounded, police said.

Israel said the raiding force,
backed by Cobra helicopter

gunships, was seeking out
"Katyusha launchers and ter-
rorists nests” after three days
of Katyusha rocket attacks on
Israel by Shiite guerillas.

Hostilities between Israeli
forces and fighters of the pro-
Iranian Hezbollah organtzation
have been on the rise since
Isracl helicopters assassinated
Hezbollah leader Sheik Abbas
Musawi in southern Lebanon
on Sunday.

UN spokesman Timur
Goksel said an Israell armored
personnel carrier opened up

with machine-gun firc. wound-
ing two UN peacekecpers try-
ing to halt the Israeli advance.
He did not give their names or
nationality.

Earlier. first fights broke
out between Israeli and UN
soldiers as the attacking force
advanced to the villages of
Kefra and Yater, Goksel said.

He said Nepalese, Finnish
and Irish peacekeepers had
been sent to try to halt the
Israclis.

The UN soldiers had
parked armored cars at the vil-

lages entrances but Isracl
bulldozers plowed them aside,
Israel radio said.

The armour that rolled out
of Israel's self-declared border
security zone included at least
21 tanks, three armored per
sonnel carriers and a jeep, se-
curity sources said.

Four tanks took a hill from
which Hezbollah had fired
Katyushas while others fired
at houses and four Cobras
strafed the villages. satd a UN
source who spoke on condition
of anonymity. An estimated 25

Hezbollah militltamen in Yater
fired machine guns and
rocket-propelled grenades ai
the Cobras without scoring any
hits. the source said.

Thousands of residents fed
Kafra, Yater and other nearby
villages on Wednesday under
barrage from Israels self-pro-
claimed border security zone.

Only about 100 elderly res-
idents remained in the two
ghost villages Thursday, An es
timatcd 8.000 area residents
have fled for coastal cities in

the past three days. The port
city of Tyre is about 1] miles
(18 kilometers) to the north-
west,

Yater is about four miles (six
kilometers) north of lsrael and
lles on the edge of the so-
called security zone. Kafra is
about a mile (one and a half
kilometers) farther north.

In a statement. [srael's
army said the armored force
would “remain in the area for a
limited amount of tme" and
return to base.
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BRUSSELS. Feb 20 : The
European Commission an-
nounced emergency ald worth

500,000 ECU 1te help
Bangladesh cope with a flood

of Myanmar Mushm :;:u

and saf the amount

doubled shortly. reports
Reuter.
Commissioner Abel

Matutes, in charge of north-
south relation. told visitimg
Bangladesh! Foreign Minister
ASM Mustafizur Rahman that
the Commission would fund
reliel supplies including food.
blankets and medicine.

Rahman sald 70,000
Robhingya refugees. had fled
from what they sald was per-
secution by Myanmar hardline
military rulers, posing a ser
ous for Bangladesh.

are Iwving in makeshifi

campa. often in appalling con-
dittons

Matutes said the EC
would be channelled through
the Federation of Red Cross
and Red Crescent Socicties
and the French branch of the
Charity Medicins Sans
Frontiers

A Commission spokesman
said the EC executive would
ggh-hly give a further

000 ECU to the office of
the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees
once the latter's reliel opera-
tions were under way.

Congress-1
sweeps
Punjab polls

NEW DELHI, Feb 20
India's ruling Congress (i)
Party today won elections boy-
cotted by milliuns of voters in
the troubled state of Punjab,
the Press Trust of India (P11
reported, says AFP.

The Congress secured more
than half the seats in Punjab's
117- member legislature in
Wednesday's ballot., the news
agency said. The elections
were the first in the northern
state since |985.

No further details were
immediately available. Only 25
percent of Punjab’'s 13 million
electorate cast their votes after
Sikh political parties and mili-
tants called for a poll boycott.

The militants. fighting for a
homeland in Punjab, also is-
sued death threats to voters
and nominees.

100 promoted
BCS officials
get postings

Nearly 100 out of 654 newly
promoted civil servants have
so far been given postings
while the authorities are trying
to put others at suitable posi-
tions, Establishment Ministry
sources said, reports UNB.

Immediate postings were
available for four newly pro-
moted secretaries, six addi-
tional secretaries, 37 joint
secretaries and 48 deputy sec-
retaries, it was learnt.

A total of 654 officials of
Bangladesh Civil Service [BSC)
were promoted to earliér this
month. Of them four officers

' were promoted to become

Secretaries, 32 Additional
Secretaries, 181 Joint
Secretaries and 427 Deputy
Secretaries. :

Meanwhile, the government
is seriously conside to up-
grade about 350 field level
posts to accommodate the
newly promoted officers, 1t
was learnt.

Envoy to Riyadh
presents
credentials

RIYADH, Feb 20 :
Bangiadesh Ambassador to the
Kingdom of Saudi{ Arabfan
Abdul Momen Chowdhury pre-
sented his credentials to the
custodian of the two holy
mosques King Fahd Bin Abdul
Aziz Al-Saud at the Yamamah
Palace here on Wednesday,
reports BSS,

Presenting the credentials,
the Ambassador satd it was his
great honour and privilege to
represent Bangladesh in a
brotherly country ke Saudi
Arabia. He sadd the people of
Bangladesh consider the
Khademul Haramaine Al-
Shartfaine as the leader of the
Islamic Ummah and hold him,
the government and the -
ple of Saudi Arabta n lr:r

See Page 12 Col 8



