DHAKA WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 19, 1992

T ————ssemsnns: | 11|11 11 L0 ] ] e ————e s ———TE

Paq Am

bombing

Suspects deny

involvement

LONDON. Feb I8
Libyans wanied by the west to
stand trial for blowing up an
American airliner de in
velvement in the 1988 bomb-
ing over Scotland., a British
newspaper said today, reports
Reuter.

Abdel Baset All Mohamed
al Megrahi, 39. and Al-Amin
Khalifa Fhimah. 35 twold the
Datly Mil they were not le
blame for the bombing ol Pan

Am mt 103 over the town of

in which 270 people
died

Al-Megrahi was quoted as
in a inderview: "1 am not

ﬂl}l. The days will prove

He added: “| want to send
this: message to the ‘British
people, the American people
and the international commu-
nity. One day | will be jound
not guilty.”

"l am sorry for the people of
Lockerbie and one day you will
sce that.”

Fhimah was asked {f he had
planted the bomb aboard the
jumbeo jet. He replied: "Never
ever.”

He added: "1 don't know
why my name has been chosen.
Where in my history am | a
danger man? am | normal per-

son brought up in a normal
family ."

Legal sources in Tripoli said
the two men would be ques-
tioned on Tuesday by a magis-
trate in private — not at a pub-
lic hearing as had been ex-
pected.

They would be shown to re-
porters to prove they were
neither missing nor dead, as
suggested by Western Press
reports.

British and American judi-
cial authoritics say the two
men used their jobs with
Libya's state airline as a cover
for activittes carrted outl as
members of the country's in-
telligence service.

EC call

AFP from Lisbon
The European Community (EC
renewed a call to Libya Monday
to hand over suspected lerror-
ists wanted for bombings of
two civillan atrcrafl in 1989
and 1990 which killed 440
people.

EC Foreign Ministers issued
a statement after a meeting in
Lisbon welcoming a UN reso-
lution on January 21 which
urged Libya to cooperate with
British, French and US inves-
tigations into the bombings.

reports:

72-hr curfew in Jaffna
Peninsula lapses

COLOMBO. Feb 18 : A 72-
hour curfew in the Tamil rebel
stronghold of Jallnu Peninsula
lapsed Tuesday. while the mili-
tary said 10 Tiger rcbels. in-
cluding four women guerillas,
were killed in the north. re-
poris AP |
- The curfew. imposed last

Saturday. caused widespread
speculation of an impending
government offensive against
Tiger rebels. It ended at 6 a.m.
{0030 OMT) Tuesday without a
major atlacks. officials said.

Jalfina, linked to the main-
land by a thin strip of land. is

300 kilometers (185 miles)
north of Colombo.

Six Tiger rebels were fatally
shot Tuesday by government
troops near the village of
lddaikkadu in Jallna district.
said officlals at the military
headquarters in Colombo.

On Monday. helicopter-
borne troops fired machine
guns at a camp of women
guerillas. killing three: One
rebel commiited suicide by

consuming a cyanide capsule.
officials said. -

BB B BY |Ukraine takes control of a|

Colombo said
unaware of the firing.

Ten women were injured in
the helicopter attack in the

village of lrampatkulam in the

northern Vavuniya district.
said the officials who cannot be

quoted under bricfing rules.

Also Monday, troops fired

artillery shells from several

mililary camps in the Jaflna
Peninsula, according to mili-
tary sources in the north.

There were no immediate re-

ports of casualties. Officials in
they were

More than 8,000 people
have been killed since June
1990, when rebels from the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil

Eelam broke a 13-month
ceaseflire and resumed their
violent campaign for an inde-
pendent homeland in the
north and the east.

Tamils, mostly Hindus, ape
18 per cent of Sri Lanka's 17
million people. Many of them
complain of economic and cul-
tural discrimination by the
Buddhist-majority Sinhalesc

Falklands war hero dead: ..«

Fieldhouse. who led the British [leet to victory

in the Falklands

war, died Monday in south aged 63. the Ministry of Delfence
announced. reports AFP from London.

Admiral John Fieldhouse led the task force sent to
reconquer the Falklands from Argentine troops who had

occupied them early in 1982, He organ
island in April of that year.

reconquest of South Georgia

ised the invasion and

He was made a peer after the war ended.

Margaret Thatcher,

Prime Minister at the time of the

conflict, said she was “very distressed™ at the news of his death.

Canada, K

zstan set up ties:

Canada established diplomatic relations with Kyrgyzstan on
Monday and announced a further 1.68 million dollars in aid to
former Soviet states, reports Reuter from Ottawa.

Ties between the two countries were formalised during a
four-day visit to Canada by Kyrgyz President Askar Akayev.

"Kyrgyzstan has shown itsell to be a democratic and
maderate voice ol stability in the new post-USSR era”, said
Canadian Exiernal Affairs Minister Barbara Mcdougall.

Canada recognised the independence of the central Asian
state of 4.5 million inhabitants on December 25.

11 qﬂuakes shake Filipino island:

mors shook a volcanic island south of Manila within
24 hours but the bullding of the ground formation appears to
have ended . scientists said Tuesday, reports AP from Mantla,

The Philippine Institute of Volcanology and Seismology

said

the temperature of the water in the main crater of the Taal
voicano remains high. raising fears of a new eruption.
Officials urged residents of Taal. a volcanic complex on an
island 56 kilometres (35 miles) south of Manila, to evacuate.
Fears of a new eruption inereased after the island shook

violently

last Friday in a series of ¢

vakes. Steami

fissures also appeared on the slopes of the main crater, whic
erupted in 1911 and killed nearly 2,000 people.

7 kﬂled il'.l plalle mh: Five Mexicans on a

skiing trip and the pilot and co-pilot were killed when their

twin-engine plane

crashed in heavy fog in the San Bernardino

mountains of southern California, police said on Monday,

reports Reuler.

A ctvil air patrol spotted Ilht tail of the Piper C

aircraft sticking

heyenne

out of snow at the 7,000-foot (2,100 metres)
level of the mountains near big bear lake on Monday

after the

plane had been reported missing on Sunday afternoon. a police

spokesman said.

Rescuers, who reached the wreckage, reported there were

no survivors, he said.

The pilot of the planc had asked for weather information on

Sunday afternoon about an hour after taking

off from brown

field in San Diego. Nothing further was heard (rom the aircraft.

he said
3 blacks

ed down: Three black men

were gunned down by unknown attackers before being thrown
off a commuter train east of Johannesburg on Monday night,

police said, reports AFP.

A police spokesman said the attack. in which another man
was seriously wounded. took place near Kathlehong black

township.

More than 100 people have been killed in

politically -

motivated attacks on trains since violence broke out in August

1990, with 12 peo

ple killed last month alone.

The latest deaths came despite a national peace accord

si last September
H:m Mande

by the White-minority government,
‘s African National Congress (ANC) and the

conservative Zulu- based Inkatha Freedom Party.
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own military

& -

have kept much of the old Soviet regalia.

ey

UKRAINE: A young naval cadet swears his oath of
allegiance during a ceremony at a military school in Kiev,
as a bust of Lenin looks on. The formation of Ukraine's
forces started at the end of last year but they

— AFP photo.

|| US, Russia to help

dismantle N-arms

MOSCOW, Feb 18 : The
United States and Russia have
on a series of measures

w help the former Soviet re-
public dismantle its nuclear

-:z:-. They plan to discuss
fu nuclear weapons re-
ductions Tuesday. reports AP,
promised dirs 26

millon for a center to help
former Soviet nuclear scien-

tists, and agreed to provide an

array of t and facili-
ties 0 h$1 ussia store and
destroy its nuclear weapons.
He was unable w0 reach
agreement Monday with
Russtan President Boris Yeltsin
niloss wony: bilwhl
weapons, but .
dress specific cuts Tuesday at
a meeting with Foreign
Mintster Andrei Kozyrev
"Unfortunately. we have
some differences.” Yeltsin said -
He satd these involve dis-
agreement about how certain
warheads are counted on mul-
tple -warhead weapons includ-
ing land — and submarine-
based missiles. That lssue has

US-Soviet arms control

for the last decade

Yeltsin sald aides on both
sides had instructions to
bridge the gap so that an an-
nouncement can be made by
himsell and President Bush at
a July summit in Washington.

Bush last month proposed
cutting the US long-range nu-
clear arsenal to 4.700 war
hcads — a 60 r cenl cutl
from fts current — and to
-hiut 4.500 for Hulﬂl__— lllu_

KARACHI. Feb 18: Pakis
tan's rulers are searching for a
new leader for the lawless
province of Sind to replace ail-

ing Chiel Minister Jam Sadiq

from the federal mment
in Islamabad were facing a dif-
ficult task finding someone
who could take on the tough
job of running the southern
province, plagued by crime
and ethnic and political vio-
lence.

During 18 months in power
in Sind. AH{. 58. has waged po
litical warfare against national
opposition leader Benazir

utto in her home province.

A search for a successor o
Ali started when his health de-
teriorated because of a kidney

ailment. Doctors have advised

' him to rest- although his aides

an estimated 60 per cent less
than it now has.

Yeltsin, however. wanis
each side 1o have 2,500 war-
heads

Bush is willing to consider
further cuts. but is balking at a
Russian demand o reduce to
one the multiple warheads on
submarine-launched nuclear
missiles — an arca in which
the United States has a dis-

Baker will report to Bush on
his talks with Kozyrev later
this week. He returns to
Washington later Tuesday.

Baker will also bring Bush
an appeal from Yeltsin for an
additional dirs 600 milllon In
credit guarantees so his coun-
try can buy grain, from the
United States.

Arab League
condemns Israel

action

CAIRO, Feb 18 : The Arab
League (AL) yesterday con-
demned® Ilsrael's atiacks on
South Lebanon over the past
two days and warned againsi
lsrael's further action to un-
dermine the Middle East
peace process. reporis Xinhua

An Al Secretarial statcement
said lsrmel's raids. which killed
civilians including women and
children. aimed at thwarting
the eflorts of the Arab coun:
tries to achieve a comprehen-

sive pcace in the region.

Home affairs adviser removed

say he is improving.

All used to be a close asso-
ciate of Bhutto but turncd
against her on taking office
after Prestdent Ghulam Ishag
Khan sacked the PPP govern-
maent in August | 990

Political analysts say
Islamabad may also be consid-
ering imposing direct rule
over Sind through a non-polit-
ical governor for a limited pe-
riod to try to calm the situa-
tion. This could also lead to a
compromise with Bhutto, they

=_=n

Lawyers are divided on the
best way out of the crisis.

“The problem in Sind is
very, very serious,” fermer
Sind High Court Judge Fakh-
ruddin G Ebrahim. a former
government of the province,
said

We need a strong govern-
men! for at least a six-month

breathing period without dis-
solution or suspension ol the
Sind assembly."

Other lawyers said the
assembly had to be dissolved
or suspended before "gover-
nor's rule” was imposed.

Mcanwhile, Xinhma said
The Sind provincial govern-
ment in South Pakistan has
removed Irfanullah Marwat,
the alleged most controversial
figure in the provinee, from
the office of the Home Aflairs
adviser o the Chicl Minister
with timmediate effect.

Soviet air force division

KIEV, Ukraine, Feb 18:
Ukraine took control of a
Soviet air force division on
Monday. three days after a
group of pilots “defected” to
Russia to keep their bombers
out of Ukrainian hands. Tass
reported, says AP.

The news agency said the
long-range aviation division,
based in Uzhin necar the
Ukrainian capital of Kiev. was
"the first one in the slrategic
forces of the Commonwealth of
Independent States o with-
draw from subordination of the
central command.”

Ukrainian Defence Ministry
spokesman Alexandcer Kluban
said he could not confirm the
report, and a duty olficer al
the former Sovict Delence

Ministry said he had no infor-
mation about it

If the report is true and
the division includes long-
range nuclear bombers, it
would represent a violation of
repcated promises by
Ukrainian President Leonid
Kravchuk and other
Commonwealth lcaders to
keep all strategic forces under
a central command.

The move also could raise
tensions between Ukraine and
Russia. which have been vying
for portions of the former
Soviel military. particularly the
Black Sea fleet.

Ukraine and three other
republics: Moldova, Azerbaijan
and Belarus — refused last
week o form a united conven-

tonal army with other com-
monwealth members.

Leaders of the four re-
publics said at a common-
wealth summit in Minsk. the
Belarussian capital. that they
would establish their own
armed forces. But they reaf-
firmed that nuclear weapons
would remain under strict,
unified control.

Last Friday. six pilots from a
division based in the Western
Ukrainian town of Staro-
Kostiantiniv flew their Sukhot
bombers to the neighbouring
republics of Belarus after refus-
ing to pledge alleglance to
Ukraine.

The airmen later went to
Russia, according to Tass,

Direct rule over Sind likely

However Irfanullah Marwat
was the influental port-
oo of adviser on services and

administration W Lhe
Chiefl Minister of the province,
the reports said

The removal of Irfanullah
Muarwat. son-in-law ol Presi
dent Ghulam Ishaq Khan. along
with Chtel Minister Jam Sad
All has long been a demand
the opposition Pakistan Peo-
ple's Party which alleged the
Sind government has been fol-

The changes in the Sind
provincial governmenl werc
reported have been brought in
under the instructions of the
federal government which (s

£ o bring stability in the
nicity-torn province in the
wake of the deterforating

health condition of Chiel Min-
ister Jam Sadiq Al

15 more killed in
Nagorny-Karabakh
fighting

LONDON. Feb 18 : Fighting
raged today In the disputed
enclave of Nagorny-Ka kh.
with at least 15 people killed
during intense shelling of the
territory’s capital Stepanakert.
according to Radio Russia
E‘tlm by the BBC. reports

The radio said 15 people
were killed and several dozens
more wounded in a 24-hour
artillery bombardment of
Stepanakert.

Over 300 shells hit the city.
causing extensive damage. it
said. An entire block ol resi-
dential buildings was de-
stroyed. .

The number of casualtics
was expected o rise as
corpses were still being dug
out from the debris, the radio
said

'Kabul bulwark against fundameflalism'

KABUL, Feb 18 : President
Najibullah on Tuesday por-
trayed his government as a
bu against Islamiec fun-
damentalism, terrorism and
narcotics trafficking, reports
AP.

He also suggested only he
could guarantee the country's,
security and its orderly transi-
tion to a democratic govern-
ment after 13 years ol war
with the Muslim guerillas,
known as Mujahedeen, or
Islamic holy warriors.

“The question is whether
we are secking merely a sct-
tlement or peace. Any sctlle-

meni must guaraniec pcacec,
said the 44-year-old president.
reiterating his support for a
UN-brokered plan aimed at
installing a neutral transitional
government that could oversee
nationwide elections.

During a lengthy interview
with The Association Press,
Najibullah i{nvoked West's
worst nightmare about the
dangers of Islamic extremism.

He suggcested Afghanistan
would become "a center for
world terrorism” if the more
intransigent guerilla groups
that oppose his Communist-
style government are allowed

to subvert the UN peace pro-
cess.

Some Af hln.nﬂutrilln
groups in sou ecaslern
Afghanistan have been funded
heavily throughout the war by
Arab governments and wealthy
individuals with radical reli-
gous views. Young Arab volun-
teers often join Alghan gueril-
las to do their part for the
Islamic Jihad, or holy war.

"Some of the militants in
the Algerian fundamentalist
movement have already pro-
claimed they were trai in
the Afghan war,” he told the
AD.

"US Secretary of State
James Baker went travelling
around Central Asia, visiting all
those ex-Communists. In
Afghanistan., we disavowed
Communism five years ago. If
the Mujahedeen can to go
Moscow for talks, why can't |
go to Washington? Why can't
the Americans reopen their
embassy 7 Whose [ault is it ?7°
he said.

Suleiman Laeq, a senior of-
fictal in the ruling Watan
(Homeland) Party, ts currently
in the United States to lecture
at Colombia University in New
York.

Mobutu

KINSHASA, Feb 18: Zaire's
President Mobutu Sese Seko
faced fresh world pressure for
political reform today afier
troops mowed down at least
17 marchers at a peaceful
demonstration for democracy.
reports Reuter.

US Ambassador Melissa
Wells, Belgian Ambassador
Jean Coene and French Charge
d'Affaires Dominique Pin
Mobutu on his luxury yeacht
ust outside Kinshasa on

and demanded he re-
convene a suspended national
pro-democracy conlference.

There was an International
outcry when soldiers opened

fire on thousands of Christian
marchers on Sunday demand-
ing the conference restart.
Information Minister Kite-
nge Yezu told Reuters the final
official death wll in one of the
bloodiest days In months of
anti-Mobutu protest was 17.
Zairean opposition sources in
neighbouring Congo said as
many as 42 were killed.
Witnesses said of the
demonstrators were clutching
Bibles and Orsaries. One of the
dead was a seven-year-old boy.
Kitenge said the march's
organisers’ were to blame for

starting an unlawful, provoca-
tive assembly.

The bloodbath gave new ur-
gency to the western envoys’
encounter with Mobutu, de-
layed last week while the
President was out of Kinshasa.

A joint embassy statement,
read to Reuters by a Belglan
diplomat, said the was
held "with the aim of express-
ing to president Mobutu... sug-

stions relating to the re-

unch of the democratisation
process.”

The statement said the en-

voys had a se te meeting
with the Pres t of the na-
tional conference, Roman

catholic archbishop Monse-
ngwo Pasinya.

Prime Minister N Karl-
I-Bond suspended the chaotic
forum on January 19 saying its
stormy sessions were causing
tribal tension in the huge cen-
tral African nation.

The US State Department
condemned Sunday's killings
and sald the army crackdown
was unjustified.

France called it "brutal and
murderous repression”.

Belgian Foreign Minister
Mark Eyskens said: “li
strengthens our conviction
that need radical changes
in this country... otherwise
there will soon be a catastro
phe.”

BUDAPEST: With tender loving care a zoo keeper strokes

into economic and political
chaos for months, a process
speeded by army-led looting
last September in Kinshasa
and several other cities.

little secret of wanting Mobutu
out since the emd of the Cold
War cul Zatre's importance lo
the West as a strategic ally in
Alrica.

an fron grip on Zaire through
out his 27
s reputation for weathering
similar storms. His control of
the army
skilled at manipulating  politi-

Thhe Buily Star

Off the Record

It is minister’s flower

WELLINGTON: A poet who picked a flower from &
minister's garden and put it in his hair was fined by a court
Tuesday for international damage. reporis AFP.

Tony Martyn Greer, 23, dented the charge when he ap-
peared before Ashburton District Court Judge lan Hay

Weifare Minister Jenny Shipleys' |3-year-old son Benjamin
told the court a group of protesters arrived at the lamily
home tn December. He said he saw Greer put a purple flower
in his hair.

Creer said he l&hﬂrhmmmtﬁﬁf
international damage was a pretty silly thing He was fined
150 dollar (8] US).

We would go naked
than wear fur

TOKYO: Two American animal rights activists stripped
down to their underwear and paraded through a busy Tokyo
shopping district of Tuesday wearing placards saying: we'd
rather go naked then wear fur', reports Reuter

The two Americans, accompanied by a handful of Japanese
su rs. timed their demonstration to coincide with an
international fur tread show featuring hundreds of fur com-
panies. including 23 from the United States

*The US fur trade has been lcft devastated so they are
looking to Asia because there is not an active animal-protee-
tlon movement here.” salid Dan Mathews, a member of the
US-based People for the Eihical Treatment of Animals
(PETA).

"We didn't come to preach to Japan. we came to balance
out the 23 American companies trying o sell fur”. he said.

Mathews and fellow Peta demonstrator. Julia Sicane,
marched through Tokyo's Ikebukuro district with their slogan
written in Japanese and English on banners heid strate gically
in front of and behind them. The demonsiration drew swarms
of curious onlookers and a few policemen. but no arrests were
made.

"By showing some of our skin. we hope lo save some ani-
mal skins.” Mathews said

Ruble without Lenin?

MOSCOW: Viadimir Lenin's picture will be removed from
the ruble. the Russtan Central Bank announced Tuesday but
no decision has been made on who will replace him. reports
AP

Bank chairman Georgy Matyukhin said ruble notes bearing
Lenin's profile will be withdrawn from cirrulation as they
wear oul and replaced with new bills

"As for the portrait. we have not yet designed the new
one,” Matyukhin old Russian televiston

Lenin now graces all bills higher than the 10 ruble note,
but not the smaller, one . two-. three-and five - ruble notes.

Removing his picture from the Russian currency is the lat-
est blow to the once revered image of the founder of the
Soviel State. Statues of Lenin were Loppled throughout the
Soviet Union alfter the August falled coup and his name has
been stripped ofl everything from schools and streets w0
Russia s largest brary

Matyukhin stressed the Russian Central Bank was not
planning any monctary reform, scolching repeated rumors
the ruble will be scrapped or devalucd

He icted. however. that the ruble would continue o
siren n against the US dollar One dollar now fetches 110
rubles, but Matyukhin said the rate will soon be 50 rubles to
the dollar. Even so, the government would like 1o see an ex-
change rate of 20-25 rubles. he said

'Cool As Ice' speaks
for all "worst"

LOS ANGELES: Vanilla lce’'s "Cool As lee” scooped up
seven Golden Raspberry Awards nominations Monday and
Scan Young got two bids for playing twins badly as Hollywood
prepared to saute the worst of 1991, reports AP,

Bruce Willis' "Hudson Hawk™ and Dan Aykroyd's "Nothing
But Trouble” both picked up six nominations for the Oscar-
spoofing Razzie trophy. a goll ball-sized gold-painted

Respberry with an estimated value of dirs 1.79
The Razzic nominations come jusl two days before
Academy Award

Wednesday's announcement ol the

Contenders.

-

the forehead of 2 month old Crangutan Toni at the
Budapest zoo. Toni was having his first outing and with
the temperatures near freezing he was well wrapped in a
baby's hooded jacket. —AFP photo

Wallet returns without cash

TRENTON, NJ: A wallet that belonged to first US
President George Washington, stolen from a museum last
month. was returned for the anniversary of his birth Monday
but the cash it contained was missing. reports AP.

Eric Davis, a lawyer who said he was acting on behalf of a
‘good Samaritan who requests anonymity,” turned the wallet
over to state police. Two bills issued by the Continental
Congress — a two-thirds dollar bill from 1776 and a dollar bill
from 1779 — were still missing,

Davis and state police spokesman John Hagerty refused to
give details about how Davis’ client got the wallet because an
investigation was continuing. Davis said his client didn't steal
it.

The 10-inch-long, 6-inch-wide (24.5-centimeter-long, 15-
centimeter-wide) wallet, with "GW 1778 printed on a brass
clasp, was on loan to the Old Barracks Museum fmmlmlvlu
collection. It was taken January 28 from a Plexiglass display
CAasC.
"We were very distressed when we discovered it was

gone.” said museum director Cynthia Koch, "We're delighted
it's back.” .

faces world pressure for political reform

Zaire has been crumbling .

position.
He ap

last

which split the opposition.
Herman Cohen.

Assistant Secretary

Western powers have made

But Mobutu, who has kept rickly, °

power oo qu

years in power, has

is solid and he is
committee in Washington.

]

cal opponents to maintain his

pointed Nguza,
formerly one of his loudest
critics. as Prime Minister late
year in a shrewd stroke

Us
of state for
Africa, warned ecarlter this

month there could be worse
chaos if he were forced from

“If Mobutu with his control
of the security apparatus..
does not support a transition
process then it cannot sue-
ceod,” he told a senate sub-



