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The Gamble in Punjab

Against the backdrop ol almost unprecedented
security arrangement, the boycott of the polls by
major factions of Sikh militants and sporadic
violence, Punjab holds its election today to both
the country's parliamentary lower house and the
state assembly. It looks more and more like a
gamble by New Delhi to bring this troubled Indian
state to the mainstream of national aflairs,
through an end, probably no more than a partial
one, of the decade-long conflict triggered ofl by
the demand for an iIndependent state of
Khalistan.

If the polls go on schedule — the voling was
postponed In June last year just 24 hours belore
the event, a possibility that cannot be ruled out
even this time — there is hardly much hope of
the province electing a reasonably representative
legislature, marking the end of the [ive years of
direct rule by the central government. The
number of nominations filed on February 1 for
both the central parliament and the state
assembly is said to be particularly low. Obviously,
the deployment of nearly a lakh soldiers on
security duty and another lakh of state police and
paramilitary troops has not raised much hope for
the personal safety of individual candidates and
their supporters. Yet another discouraging factor
lles In the boycott of the polls by four major
factions of the Akali Dal and the two student
groupings, leaving only two moderate breakaway
Akalli groups and the nationally-based parties,
such as Congress and Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP). to contest the election. This means
that perhaps an overwhelming majority of the
Sikhs. who constitute 61 per cent of the
province's 20 million population, would join the
boycott, and that it will be largely the Hindu
candidates who will fill the assembly and sit at
the central parliament as representatives of

Purgab.

This is a grim scenario which offers little or
nothing by way of a possible breakthrough for any
kind of settlement — or even for talks — of the
Punjab crisis. A cynical explanation offered by
Indian analysts is that the Congress is
only amxious to pick up a few seats for itself at the
central parliament, at the cost of BJP, and

hand over the state administration to a
Congress-dominated coalition government, with
support of a handful of Sikhs elected from
the breakaway factions. This is what
Prime Minister P V Narastmha Rao is asking for
and this is probably what he will get from this
gamble.

However, notwithstanding this cynicism which
has consistently marked New Delhi's handling of
the crisis in Punjab, some good may still come
out of this exercise. The election may offer the
moderates among the Sikhs and Hindus at least a

forum as well as a constitutional mechanism to
start Lalking about a way-out of the stalemale. It is

said that the Rao government has already
prepared a package of concessions which can be
discussed at the state assembly as well as in
private closed-door talks. The hope for New
Delhi is that through this process, it can win
more middle-of-the-road Sikhs and gradually
isolate the militants. it will be a long haul. If
the process can remain relatively peaceful,
instead of being disrupted by senseless
violence by militants, moderate forces
may gradually assert themselves and lead the
strife-torn province towards a meaningful
settlement.

A Night of All Nights

Lailatul Baraat— the night full of mirth and
more auspicious than any other has been, in
popular comprehension, come to be the hours in
which a whole year's nature of an individual's
salling through the vicissitudes of a choppy
‘bhava-sagar’ is all determined and set inviolably.
While there can be endless debates on the
popular idea of year-to-year determination
of an individual’'s performance in the course of
one whole year, there is no doubt that this does
not and cannot detract from the glory of this
night of nights for the believers. So many
incidents of great religious import have taken
place on this day that it has an Incomparable
place in the mind of Muslims anywhere in the
world.

As a recognition of that the devouts among the
_ Islamic Ummah, spend the night praying to Allah
and in other acts of piety which includes charity
- and visits to the graves of the near and dear ones.
That makes all the cities and population centres
in the Islamic world spend a wakeful night In
movement and meditation. And this lends a fes-
Uve aura to the night which is at once a happy
thing to happen and the butt of some unwhole-
some aspects of a nature totally irrelevant to re-
ligion.

First of all there will be the lights which do the
night fine but has a way of distracting the deep
religiosity of the night. Then there are the crack-
ers and small pyrotechnic pranks that tend to
end in a final all plous ambience that naturally at-
taches to the holy night.

More than what will be written down by the

angels by way of an yearly agenda for each indi-
vidual, our cares should attend to making the
night into one of true introspection delving deep
into our deeds of the past year and resolving with
all that is in us about the good deeds we shall ad-
dress ourselves to realise. ”

Dhaka, Wednesday, February 19, 1992 I

| much

Tis difficult 1© compre-
hend what the govprnm-
ent of India had in mind
when f decided o go ahead
with elections in Punjab
despite the boycott by

Sikh jes. That the ‘.
rule d have been restored
earlier in the state,

which has been under New
Delhi’'s control for the last six

| years, goes without saying. But

if the Sikh was to

stay away, as was . and
press its community (82 per
cent In Punjab) not to vole, it
was doomed to be a futile
exercise,

All along. the effort has
been to retrieve the Sikhs,
whe have come to epitomise
the Punjab problem. If they
remain tant or sullen. how
do the polls help? In fact, one
option, which was considered
a way oul, has been exhausted,
The Sikhs may feel still more
annoyed for having been
'denied’ power. The Hindus
also may not be happy because
they want the real representa-
tives of Sikhs to run the
government and suppress
violence In the state.

The elections have created
another complication: the
elected rmment will now
have to consulted on any
solution of the Punjab impasse.
Not only that, if ever the
Centre would want (o start
from a clean slate. the elected
government might not easily
quit. New Delhi might at that
time have to jettison either the
government to appeasc those
whe boycotted the polls or bol-
ster it to keep out the major-
ity-supported Sikh leaders. It
will not be an easy choice.

Was it necessary to pgo
through the process of eclec-

ratton Front (MNLF),
the guerrilla organ-
tsation fighting a secessionist
war in the southern Philippine
tsland of Mindanao, has aﬂ’u;
sought and failed to
membership in the ore -
sation of Islamic Conference
(OIC).
OIC membership for the
23-year-old MNLF would mean

muim of its goal to
a separate homeland
for the Mustims of Mindanao.
The MNLF has only observer
status in the OIC.

Some Philippine govern-
ment officials say the interna-
tional profile that this annual

T,H:mu-mun-

quest for OIC membership .

gives the MNLF s all that's
keeping the organisation alive.

Butl a trip to a guerrilla
stro on the island of
Jolo made it clear the
MNLF is far from finished.

The organisation has
resumed its war footing since
the creation of the Autono-
mous Region of Muslim
Mindanao — the result of a
1989 plebiscite mandated by
the Philippine Congress'
Organic Act for Muslim
Mindanao.

MNLF founder Nur Misuari.
who lives in exile in Saudi
Arabia, condemned the act as a
way of the resump-
tion ol a "genocidal war”
against the Muslims.

According to Misuari, the
act violated the OIC-brokered
1976 Tripoli Agreement which
agrced to grant autonomy to
13 Mindanao provinces. He in-
sists the agreement supulated
a plcbiscite would be held only
to ket the populace determine

if it wanted autonomy or
oulright i ndence.
Towards end ol 1989,

decade one other factor, that
of militancy. has got mixed

into the Punjab politics.
Even otherwise, the Sikhs

lost the support
joined hands with
Congress. Sant Fateh Singh
became unpopular following a
compromise on Chandigarh. a
city which Punjab demanded.
More recently, Harchand
Singh Longowal was assassi-
naled aflter he signed an
accord with Rajiv Gandhi.

To expect any Sikh leader
taking upon himselfl the onus

s part of the rhetorie in which
New Delhi has ind in oo
often. It knows how diffieult i
was lor moderate Sikh leaders
to participate in elections
without some concessions.
Alter adopting a deflant
attitude for the past many
years, they could not have gone
te the Sikh electorate empty
handed would have
looked like a bunch of power-
seckers. who made the com-
munity undergo sacrifices to
become ministers.

Centre to be Blamed

The Centre itsell is to be
blamed for thetr im-
periance. When they were in a

to reach a settlement,
thcy were humibaled and et

down even after the oral un-
derstandings. Now that the

njab

The mrmml could have
maade relevant by an-
nouncing concessions unilater-
has once again ¢ as the
tallest leader among the Sikhs
has said publicly that they
would have participated in
elections If the government
had given Punjab "« package
In substance 1t meant very
litthe. The moderaics wanted
Chandigarh's integration with
Punjab unconditionally but they
even came to accepl Ra. 1200

crore for a mew capiial and
leave Chandigarh as & nnion

the wil of
3,000 Sikhs., were
to be hed. particu-
the politicians who had

the reference of sharing
river walers (o Lhe

Supreme Court. This should

Cauvery waler. Not
ago did Tannl Nadu chief

Jayalahtha write to

chief minister Bangarappa was
“personally involved™ in the
Bangalore riots. Bangarappa . In
turn. pointed out how the
animus st The Kannadigas
was buflt up by Jay.alaliha in
Tamil Nadu "unjab has boen
aghating poia efu by s tis ddue
share of river wati 1~ lor nearly
15 years pww

Unhealthy Precedent

Had Narasimha Rao re
frred the Punjab demand on
river waters 1o the Supreme

bren molhficd .

the
Mintster changed his

.ﬁ“whm .

arc
that by
announcing the concessions
before the polls. the Centre
world set an unheaithy prece-
dent. Another econsideration
was that the conéessions
should go to the credit of the
new government in Punjab.
This can work both ways. The
concessions can go awry f the
moderate Stkh s
not made acoountable.

In any case, eclections are
means 1o an end, not the end
by ttaell. The purpose is to
clec! a legitimate government,
not 1o have a farce We alk of
the good of Sikhs. Is this
somecihing apart from and
transcending the guod of the
community ecomposing H? If
the Sikhs are to be cireum-
vented or represented by
those whe de mot command
thetr confidence. ts that the
right objective to have?

New Delhi did a stmifler
cxercise in Assam some years
agn Most people boyentied the
polis. The government that
cemerged therealter did neot
comuand ceven 10 peET cent of
the « o mate The Centre had
ber b e cled tions all over again

I was tlwin Ul heveel lhll l..hlE
kst groviiel haed been covered
vt 1the forces. which got

strengthened during  1he
boycutl have et let Assam
return o noermalcy cven today.

What Kashmir urclerdinnes is

Philippines: Muslim Secession on Hold

A trip to a

rrilla stronghold in the

southern Philippine island of Mindanao
reveals that the Muslim secessionist
movement is far from finished. Luis

Franci reports M Jolo, PMEE' nes.

Misuari fssued a directive
ordering all MNLF field com-
manders and guerrillas to
report to their respective
jurisdictions in preparation for
allout war,

For all the sabre-rattling.
however, there have been
virtually on armed clashes
between the Muslim guerrillas
and government troops.

For practical purposes, the
cessation of hostilities (the
MNLF refuses to use the term
“ceasefire”), agreed to in 1989
at the time of Misuari's
triumphal homecoming and
subsequent meeting with
President Corazon Agquino,
continues to hold.

This has led observers to
wonder whether the MNLF. a
formidable force that put

under then President
Ferdinand’ Marcos severely to
the test in the 1970's, has
Tl:hdﬂtd’hhmr
But from interviews with
scveral key MNLF pérsonnel in
Jolo, the movement appears to

hmﬂ:mﬂnm
for what they term as the
struggle”.
Downplaying its fire-breath-
ing image. it has spent the
past five years engaged in the
three R's: regrouping. recruit-
ing. rebutlding. |
According to MNLF General

Muhammad Jumah, one of
Misuari's advisers who
is d responsible for the
training of new MNLF recruits.
the movement has learned
from its mistakes.

Practically moribund from
1979 to 1985, the movement
was revilalised by the acces-
sion of Aquino and her meet-
ing with Misuari in 1986
Since then, says Jumah,
‘recruiting has picked up.
spurred on by a weak economy
and the continuing lack of
employment and livelihood op-
portunities for Muslims.” |

With camps in all 13
Mindanao provinces. the MNLF
claims it can mobilise
20.000 armed llas. com-
posed of battle-tested veter-
ans, recruits and reservists.

The stronghold of the
MNLF continues to be the
island of Jolo.

Except for the city of Jolo.
the island is essentially under
MNLF control. a condition thai

Philippine military authoritics
in the city readily admit.

A marine intelligence offi-
cial. speaking on condition of
anonymity. stated that the mil-
s

nt.. We
don’t shoot at them. they don't
shoot at us”.

ILt‘.".ftrl for publication in these columns should be| ©ducation in English which

address.

English medium
schools

Sir. It is a tragedy that
many of our children have to
g0 to the so-called English
medium kindergarten schools.
They have cropped up every-
where, starting from this
metropolis to the remotest
towns of the country, | have
nothing against English
medium schools but as one as-
sociated with teaching for al-
most three decades | feel con-

| strained to say that the cur-

riculum in these schools is not
consistent with the need and
necessitics of the children of
this country. These English
medium schools have been
rendering considerable service,
to this country — {f not as
much by imparting standard
education in the English lan-
guage whose importance can-
not be overemphasized but
more so by providing schooling
facilities to many of our scheol
going children. In the absence
of which many of our children
would be sitting at home being
deprived of any school educa-
tion at all,

parents are com-
pelled to send their children
to English medium kinder-
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gurten, the reasons are obvi-
ous. The number of govern-
ment schools does not suffice
for the majority of our children
so the private sector has come
up with this venture. For all,
English medium is undoubt-
edly an attractive salable tag to
goad the parents to opt for
them. The previous govern-
ments have dealt with the in-
corporation of English in the
curricula in a rather slipshod
manner. As a matter of fact,
English has been forced in and
out of the curricula at different
levels of education in a most
unrealistic manner. The Dhaka
University has again made a
very arbitrary decision by abol-
ishing English as a mn;yuhury
subject at the tert level
causing students to become
uates sans English. So of

te, as a matter of conse-
uence, a realisation has
ﬂlumn:l on people at large that
at this stage, as a developing
nation we can {ll afford to do
away with English from our
education system. The recent
years have seen a backiash for
the study of English leading to
the setting up of different
schools with the banner
"English medium” luring the
parents with the hope that
their children will get proper

- will help

them tn all respects
in the long run.

But what do we see in these
English medium schools? With
the exception of a few, most of

these schools are ill equipped
to cope with the demand of
the students. In the first placc.
the country is not producing as
many number of teachers as
adequately qualified to teach in
the English medium. The stu-
dents are burdened with for-
eign books of a very high aca

demic standard which are be-
yond their capacity of compre-
hension and as a result their
education 1s entirely rote
learning. Then mother tongue
Bangla as a subject is there
with books prescribed by the
Education Board but unfortu-
nately 1t 1s taught in a most
negligent manner. When thesc
students pass out from these
kindergarten schools and try
their luck in Bengali medium
secondary schools they fare
little chance because of their
incompetence in their own
mother tongue. Left with no
other alternative. once again
these students get enrolled in
‘0" levels and ‘A’ levels which
no doubt are very expensive
schooling and eventually os-
tracize them from thetr own
culture and heritage creating a
whole generation of children
who are subservient to an alien
¢ulture. Another most impor-
tant factor these schools seem
to neglect is the teaching of
science subjects. As most of
these schools are in a make

shift arrangement they do not
have laboratory facilities. So

ma = wm mmm e
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Such informal detente was
clearly evident on a trip to the
necarby municipality of

Indanan. barely two kms past
the city lHimits and the last
marine patrol base. wias a

—

the students cannot pursue
scicnce courses in the sec-
ondary and higher secondary
levels.

So what is nceded s re-
structuring of these English
medium schools to derive real
benefit out of them. First, the
government has to declare a
clear and definite policy vis-a-
vis the position of English in
our national life. The English
medium schools be allowed 10
function with the curricula sci
by the government with spe-
cial emphasis on the teaching
of Bangla. There is not much
justification for teaching
Bangla as easy Bengali. Subjects
ltke history, geography and
other social sclences must be
introduced in the context of
Bangladesh. If a section of stu-
dents decide to appear at the
SSC and HSC cxaminations in
the English medium thesc
schools should come up to the
standard to allow them to do
so instead of forcing them 1o
take courses in 'O’ levels and
‘A" levels by compulsion in
stead ol choice. English educa-
tion with proper respect 1o
Bangla can do no harm to our
students. Let us also not forget
that at the present moment
the standard of teaching
English is all-time low. English
medium schools can play an
effective role in enhancing the
standard. Let our students who
go to these schools become
real good students enriched in
both Bangla and English

Farida Huqg
Associate Professor
Tiumir Gout College, Dhaka.

Why the anomaly ?

Sir. Should you be passing
any time through the
Topkhana Road from the
Hangladesh Secretariat end.
please — stop for a moment in
front of the CIRDAFE oflice and
look to your right at the na-
tional flag atop the Foreign
Ministry building and then, to
your left across the street, and
beyond the plush-green Eidgah
maidan the national flag flying
against the backdrop of the
recently washed Supreme
Court building.

You will of course. see the
difference in colour, shape and
size of the two national flags of
the two important government
buildings. But perhaps. you will
ignore the anomaly. Will the
foreigners do the same ?

Hasan Shalwedl
e

Criminals at Mirpur

Sir, | want lo draw your at-
tention 1o the prevalence of
hooligantsm in' Mirpur. | have
been living there for a couple
of years and during the time |
have seen so called mastans
disrupt construction work and
heard they claimed large
amount of money from Lﬁc
owner. On falling 1o meet their
demand one Is supposed to be
atiacked by them which might
even lead to his tragic end

A good number of residents
of the area virtually live in the
grip of a section of criminals.
This 1s my quest 1o the law en-

The Daily Star 4
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the same time. If they eould
rontinue o susiatn thetr own
identity and prevail u‘tn the
mililantis to give up gan,
the moderates would come 10
regain the ground they have
lost . If New Delhi Is sertious
ubout peace In Punjub they are
wiill 1 best bet

MNLF checkpoint where a
group of heavily sarmed
gucrrillus were waiting to be
inte rviewed

Responding to a query of
where the camp was, one
commander. Hassan, grinned
and said. “this whole munict-

pality is a camp”.

Clearly vistble a the
rough road. in the mmt

scillements, were armed men

slalLonary urﬂmm

The commanders were all
in their 40's and all had sur-
vived the Battle of Jolo, a
fiercely lought bartle
between the MNLF and the
military right in the heart of
the city tn 1974. It was a battle
that saw no clear winner, d\x
a loser — the itself, wil

its downtown commer clal
centres burmed W the ground.

No longer infected with
natve enthusiasm, the velerans
spoke quietly of a protracted
struggle. of preparing the:
young tv econtinue the fight
once they had gone. '

In Indanan alone, the com-
manders claimed to have
5.000 men under arms,
for baitle. It helps,
pointed out, that prac
every household in Jolo has
guns, that kids grow up know-
ing how to handle these. ;

the

In response to the question
of when all-out war would re-
sume. Commander Datu Halun
replied quietly that they were
Just awaiting Misuari's instrue-
tions — and his return from
exile. Misuarl's continuing
absence, it ‘bécame clear. is
the main reason the MNLF has
held back.

forcing -authorities why they
are not taking punitive mea-
sures against I.K:M: criminals

and make the arca congenial
for the tax paying citizens.

A resident of Mirpur-12
Dhader

population boom!

Sir, | was happy o hear that
Raja Condom has recorded ils
billlonth sale. This is indeed an
extraordinary feat particularly
in a country like ours where
the majority of the people re-
main uneducated. In the male
dominated society of ours men
largely feel it is up to the
women to take whatever pre-
caution is necessary for the
prevention of unwanted preg-
nancy. Thus the use of con-

doms is not readily lwortﬂl
sell one

by men. To manage to
billlon of the contraceptive

under these circumstances is
no mean achievement

The effectiveneds of the
condom in the prevention of
not only pregnancy but the
irapsmission of other discases
cannot be denfed. But ene
cannot help noticing that the
population boom in our coun-
try instead of be checked
has escalated in the twenty
years. Under such dismal eir-
cumstances | cannot help
wondering il those one billion
condoms were ac used

for the purpose that they were
intended.

Zafreen All, Khondokar
Chdshan,



