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It Was People’s Revolution

By Nurul Kabir

s movement of 1952 contrary
hel I.hl.l it was only a students’
a revolt thal was partici:

'nurh

sl Wias I{'l
m ple from different strata. Abdul

un ml!‘l" of the Dhaka University State
Language Action Committee, told The Daily
Star. On Februa
bering over 20

11 streams ol people,
ng camc out ﬁa.
homes. defying the ::urlrw in the city.

at the spot where the studems laid their

life pust the :ilv before.
police opened fire again on the sea of
the people who were mourning the deaths of

their brothers. claiming some more lives. This

turned the people’s anger into a mass nrn.urgr

that shook the le in r who N their
official mﬂdcmﬂ l.lkemlhr in the can
tonment arcas.

Thus the movement spread by the students

became a les’ movement, recalls Matin
saytng. mﬁu the active partictpaition of the
general people the

language maove-

ment could not

have succeeded ’

People could nol
but stand by the
students 1o ensusre

tude towards the struggle for language in
1950, Abdul Matin said. ‘even | got the
inspiration w be actively involved in the lan
moverment from a mmrtrl-lhn between
some lower class government employees in a
tea stall near the old muscum huiid.i nlﬁ.h
days belore lht formation of
Unh-rrsuy State Language Action Cummum.-
on March 11. 1950.

Shocked at the halt in the students move
ment for Bangla as a state uage. one ol Lhe
emplo ct'h:n told thclcnflnhﬂt:}; E the students rtld
sumed the stru r nguage. we cou
also join them ’ﬁatln m‘h‘clh

Lin wrnt on, "another person su rti
the view said that the fate I:fl' the rmPLE;J np,
pended on the victory of the movement”. i"l‘u
spirit of the conversation moved me -so much
thal | described the story in a student rally
held in observance of the anniversary ol
Language Day on March 11, 1950, at the
Dhaka University
campus. Fed up
with the rhetoric
of the speakers at
the meeting - |
stood up and said,
'we should stop ob-

their right 1o their scrving the lan-
mother longue_as guage day like a
they rcalised that mere ritual rather
the men in power we should form
were out to de- students action
prive them ol the commitlees
right only three through out the
months alter the countiry to launch
emergence of the the movement for
couniry they had Ba , Matin said.
fought lor. “With the tea stall
started to conversation stir-
feel that actually ring in my mind. |
they did not have asseried.” the
the f(reedom as common people
they found thal expect us to organ-
Urdu. only Urdu, ise an Indomitablc
with English, movement in
ing used in which they could
bank notes. tal i also participate in
tickets. envelopes. . .the stru for the
money order forms _ cause of a nation in
ete of Pakistan . o the making.

while Bangla, the The students
méther tl:}nnggut ol Abdw) Matin undersiood the
the majority population of Pakistan living in its  historic hecessity und supported the proposal
caslcrn waq bﬂ-n totally {gnored. and decided to form an action committee then
The diserimination naturally hurt the hearts and there to organisc a countrywide student
of the ‘Bangalees’ and jolicd their sense of be- movement, he says. "I, with no litical

hr‘lng to Pakistan., says Malin. The bid to

moved the minds ol the whole

nm{! people so strongly that the students,

intellectuals even the government employees

especially those in the lower uers sponta-

neously voiced their protest against the move,
explains Matin.

The hero of the language movement went
on to say. the impact was so enormous that the
?Itllinn began to spread to rural areas.

However, it was not a slory ol a consistent and
unbroken act. Matin said with sadness.
adding. there were compromises asswell. In
1948, a province wide sirike was observed in
demand of recognition for Bangla as a stale

langage.

I'.g‘ll'lt: first act of tompromise we saw was
when the then leaders of the movemenlt met
Khaja Nazimuddin, the erstwhile chiefl minis-
ter of Pakistan. on January 27, 1949 and virtu-
ally abandoned the fssue. Analysing the cause of
the compromise the leaders made. Abdul
Matin said. "Still obsessed with the two mation
theory that acted as the basic, premise of the
Eﬂjlhn of India. the then Jeat ership did not

ve courage enough to cope with 1hr growing
idea of Bengali nationalism based on mother

Lo
ngn the claim that Golam Azam took part in

the lan movement. ul Matin ﬁaid ‘he
had not to do with it
Euming ck to the common peoples atti

involvermnent. was made the convener of the or-
gﬁmsauan Matin recalled. According to him.

¢ Dhaka University State Language Action
Committee played the determining role in the
language movement of 1952.

When asked about the contribution of the all
parly slale language action committee i lhi‘.‘
movement he Sd:id incidents virtually de
cided the fate uf’l mmmt ane
wils the defying l}ut proces-
5}k'::1dnn b:hru? Iﬁ! alrin other was
L ecision o a " next
day al the spol wh-:rt E:udcnujmu:: killed
the day hcl'un: but the all party committee op-
pusr:d both the deeisions.” When 1 moved the

sal for observing janaza On February 22

the view of especially invo the com-
mnn people n the m'tnwnl S ul Huque
who represented Awami League in thl: all
party action commitice started rebukin

‘he leallet announcing the time lat:r
of the janaza was distributed in the city on
with my signature printed there. But pcﬂply
from dillerent strata actively responded to the
call and streams ol people ga Lht.:rnd around the
place to show their pmlcsl against dis ty
shown by the ruling circle of the then istan
and thus made it incumbent to concede to the
students’ demand for Bangla be a state lan-
guage. Abdul Matin concluded.

ul Matin is now a politbuyro mgmber of a

political party — United Communist League.

‘Anti-terrorism bill aimed at
curbmg democratic rights’

Different political parties
and organisations on Tuesday
condemned the anti-terrorism
bill as a black law and urged all
to resist its passage.

The President of Bangla-
desh National Awami Party
(NAP). Profl Mozallar Ahmed
and General Secretary. Pankaj
Bhattyachariya in- a {]ninl
statement said the bill if pa-
ssed would take away the
democratic rights df the citi-
zen. They said terrorism could
be stopped with the existing
laws ol the country.

The President of Com-
munist Party of Bangladesh
(CPH) Sailuddin Manik and
General Secretary Nurul Islam
Nahid in a statement urged the
government to be sincerc in

curhh‘mmmnmgh the

By Staff Correspondent

cooperation of all partics and
the societal force,

They said the anti-terror-

ism bill will give excessive
power to the law enforcing
agency.
+  They said wilingness and
sincerity rather than a harsh
law any needed to ¢urb terror-
ism. They viewed that this law
would take away the demo-
cratic rights of the people.

The Prestdent of Bang-
ladesh Trade Union Centre,
Md Nurul Islam and General
Secretary Abdus Salam Khan in
another statement said the bill
is anti-democratic and aimed
at crushing democracy.

The President ol Gana-
tantrik Juba Parshad. Reza-c-
Karim Khan and' General
Sccretary, Prol Abdul Mptaleb

Plea to take Rohingya
issue to world bodies

Awami Leaguc member
Abul }asan Chowdhury Monday
urged the government Lo lake
the Rohingya reiugee issuc 1o
different international and
regional forams, inchiding the
SAARC, for its solution. reports
BSS.

Rising on a point of infor-
malion., the Awami Leaguc
member drew the attention of
the Speaker to UNHCR repre-
sentatives statement that he
had not seen such malnutrition
and shelter problem forced by
thousands of Rohingy
ity Muslim refugees in

Bangladesh.

He said. the government
should immediately take the
issu¢ to the UN Security
Couricll and other international

a8 minor-.

bodies.

Chowdhury claimed that by
now at least 200,000 rclugees
had taken shelter n
Bangladesh creating huge
problems for the country.

Regurding the involvement
of the SAARC, Chowdhury
pointed out that there was no
provision to bring any. bilateral
issue on this forum but since
Myanmar is not a SAARC
member country. the Rohingya
issue tould be raised there for
finding a solution.

Chowdhury said since the
current session of the Jatiya
Sangsad Is going Lo be pro-
rogued shortly, the Foreign
‘Minister should make a

‘untzménl on the issue.,

Masum urged all to resist the
bill.

The President of Combined
Jutemill Workers Fedecration,
Shariat Ullah and General
Secretary Shaheb Ullah in a

statement said the bill is
aimed at curbing the present
workers movemen! and

termed i1t as a black law?

The President of Jatiya
Samajltantrik Dal @SD). Nur
Alam Ziku and General Sec-
retary, Prof Humayun Kabir in
a Statement said the present
government, believed in au-
tocracy. They said the bill was

, aimed at establishing party au-

tocracy in the eountry.

Weathet

Malaysia gives
fund to GB for

cyclone victims

Malaysian High Commi
ssioner o h handed
over a sum of Th 2.83.708 w
the Dtrector of the
Grameen Bank [(GB) Prof
Mohammed Yunus for use in
its rehabilitation and
development programmes al
simple ceremony in the capital

UNH.
was dounated by
Malaysians for the

&mthh'n Cyclone Pund.
High Commissioner
Tunku Date’” Nazthah

Mohammed Rus lauded the
role of the Grameen Bank for

| s efforts to build an economi-

cally sell-rellant soclety in
B-.n'hdrlh says & press re-

L-H year the government
and people of Malaysia pro.
vided assistance to the cyclone
victims in the form of food.
medicines and clothings.

The High Commissioner so
far handed over a sum of Tk
4.36,.706 to the Grameen
Bank authorities.

Basanta Mela
in Khulna

Feb 23

The week-long Basanta
Mela Iﬂpﬂr! Fair) organised
by Bangladesh Small and
Cottage Indusiries Corporation
(BSCIC) will begin at Khulna
Zila School premises on
F:m:j' 23, says a press Ic

Metropolitan

Pry school teachers to go
' on strike from May 18

Primary school teachers
throughout the country will go
for an indefinite strike from
May 18 to press home their 7-
point demand for raising
wages and other benelils.
reports UNB,

The Primary School Tea-
chers Assoclation (PSTA)
which Tuesday called for the
strike also announced a pro
gramme of "Dhaka siege” on
May- 19 when a massive demo-
nstration will be staged

Hundreds of Er‘lrr:.i;r},r sch-
Srinivasan ’
meets Hasina

High commissjoner of India

in Bangladesh K Srinivasan’

called on Leader of the
Opposition and Awami Leaguc
President Sheikh Hasina at her
olﬁmT‘tmdny reports BSS.

the meeting. Deputy
Le-ldcr the Opposition Abdus
Samad Azad, General Secretary
of Awami Leaglhe Sajeda
Choudhury MP, Abul Hassant
Abdullah MP, Proiessor
Mannan MP. Abul Hassan
Choudhury MP, and Depuly
High Commissioner of  India
Amalesh Tripathy were pre-
sent.

Bank holiday

tomorrow

The h Bank and
all other schedule ‘banks will
remain closed Thursday on oc-
casion of the holy Shab-c-
Barat. said a press release.

Wednesday

5-00 Opening  announce-

ment. Al-Quran, pm-
summary

5-10 Newsin :

5-30 “Alokito Ei Din' —Chil-
dren’s programme

6-00 . Significance of Shab-
e-Barat

6-30 Amor Ekushey

7-00  Balin Dekhi

8-00 News in Ba

8-30 Haamd-O-Naat

9-00 Programme on Shab-
e-Barat

10-00 News in English

10-30 Milad Mahhfi

11-30 Khabar/The news

11

40 Thursday's progra-
mme summary ver-
ses lor the Holy Quran
Closing.

Thundershower likely

By Staff Correspondent,
Rain or thundershower accompanied by temporary gusty

wind is likely to occur at one or two p

s over Khulna,

Chittagong and Dhaka Divisions and weather will remain

mainly dry

elsewhere over the country till 6 pm today

(Wednesday) according to Met office.
Night temperature likely to remain unchanged over the

country,

The maximum temperature 27.5 degree Celsius, in the
~ couritry was recorded at Kutubdia while the country's mini-

mum 12.2 degree Celsius was
The sun sets today (Wedne

morrow [Thursday) at 6:29 am.

l:[:vrladmm jpur Tuesday.

y) at 5:66 pm and rises to-

The temperature and the percentage of hunﬂdﬂ? recorded
in some major cities/ towns Tuesday were :

Cities /Towns Temperature Humidity
max min Sam Gpm

Dhaka 25.2 16.7 64 42
Chittagong 26.3 20 B9 74
Rajshahd 26.2 14.3 62 42
Khuina 26 17.1 86 66
Sylhet 25.4 12,8 78 48
Cox's Bazar 26.3 22 A3 B2

. Jessore 27 16.4 73 «
Harisal 26 '18.6 82 63

‘their work

2 e 0

o %ﬁwm

.

Primary teachers observed mass hunger strike in front of
the National Press Club Tuesday to press their demands.

ool teachers yesterday ob
served a “mass hunger strike’
in the capital. blocking the
Topkhana road [rom Topkhana
crossing uplo lHigh Courl
crossing, campaigning lor rval
isation of their demands and
release of PSTA Preswdent Abul
Kalam Azad. who was arrcsteed
recently.

According o programme
announced from a rally in
front of the Nattonal Press Chab
today. the primarv school
teachers will also abstain froan
on February 24
April 20 and May 12 and when
they will hold demonsiration
al uparila and district head
quarters.

There are aboul two lakh
teachers working [ 1ha
country's ncarly 37.000 pri-
maary schools actoss the coun

—Star photo

try and PSTA said the strike
prngnmnri was supporicd by
all the teachers

As the teachers staged the
mass hunger strike and squat
led in front of the Press Chub,
iraffic on the Topkhana Road
got logged for hours together,
wilnesses sadd

PSTA has been spcarhead -
ing agitation for realising a 7-
point demand which includes
payment of months arrear
salary w 8,600 rcachers who
were appointed in 1990, na-
lionalisation ol the private

primary schools. promotion of
teachers on seniority basts and
sciting up of a school in every
village

The programme was an
noinced by PSTA General
Secrelary Kazi Abul Kasem
Faxhul Hug,
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R o P AT,
W | Tk 181 cr smuggled

‘goods seized since
independence

By Staff Correspondent

goods valued over  4.24.53.000; 4.136.772 of

Taka 181 crore were seized I8 marfjuana (ganza) va at
the 20 years sineec indepen: Taka 62.03.658: 148.820 kg of
dence. \ opium (aphim) worth Taka
This was stated by Home 18.51.940;: 1.722.225 kg of
Minister Abdul Matin Choud- wine valued at Taka 1.37.778:
hury in the Jatiya Sangsad 19.860 bottles of wine worth
Morwday . Taka 22.43.89); 2.550 kg of
Replying to a guestion by  hashish K?h-sh] worth Taka
Mostafizur Rahman (Dinajpur-  35.000: 4 280 kg of bhang val-
5). the Home Minister. told the uwed af Taka 8. 500 and 2.383
House that the smuggled goods  bottles of alcohol worth Taka

include: gold. drugs. cigare
ites, cloth, electronics gadge-
ts. cattiehead and wine.
According to the minister,
the quantity and value of the
goods seized during the pe-
riod were as follows: 1,08.327
cows and bullalos valued at
Taka 64 80,.11.967; 1.226.55
kg of gold worth Taka
52.40.57.521. 48.175 cartons
of cigaretie valued at Taka
3.44.83.280; 1.18,107 elec
tronic gadgets valued at Taka
1.44.31.186; 24.33 892 piec-
ces of Sareces worth Taka
44.61.79.943;, 15,72.024 me-
ire of cloth priced at Taka
H88.01.236: B4.908 kg ol
heroin worth Taka

3 DCC officers
suspended

Dhaka City Corporatien
Monday placed three officers
and an employeec under sus-
pension for neghigence of duty.
misconduct. and cormption
charges. They are | Executive
Engincer AKM. Lutfor Rah-
man.  Assistant Engineer
Sanaullah. Sub-Assistant Eng
mer Zayed Pasha and Work
Ansistant Habibulluh reports
15885
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Messages, Get-Well/

details,

Phone : 245063
PABX : 245061-2 & 2460234. Ext: 20 -

contact :
Manager

The next step was to
send out applications
for the research

fellowship
Anddbslieve me

it took some doing.
Hunting for addresses.

. Electric-typing each appl 1catmn.
Photocopying all the certificates.
" . And stamps, stamps, stamps.
Posted each envelope personally.
Settled down to a long wait.
The postman became

Man of the Year.

But every evening found an empty
mailbox. Until a moment ago.

| “It's Harvard, no less!”
I think I deserve a Gold Leaf now.
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