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‘Notice |

Iin observance of holy
Shab-c-Barat the offices of
The Daily Star will remain
closed on Wednesday. 19th
Feb '92.

Therefore, there will be
no issue ol the newspaper
on Thursday. 20th Feb '92. |
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Youth beaten up
on DU campus

A youth wag beaten up by a
group of students on the Dhaka
University campus Tucsday
noon suspecling him W be a
police informer. The youth
named Babu (27) came 1o
Shamsunnahar Hall 1o mect
her relative at about 12 noon.
He was brought o the Jagan-
nath Hall allegedly by a group
. of Chhatra League (A-A) ac-
tivists at gun point and beaten
up seriously. Police rushed 10
the spot and rescucd the

youth, reports UNB.

Textile fair
extended

The textile fair has becen
extended till March 3. The de
cislon was made Inview of the
growing interest shown by the

at the [air and requesits
of the stall owners. The fair
will, however, remain closed
for holy Shab-e-Baral and the

Language Martyrs Day, rcporis
UNB.

4 dacoits held

CHITTAGONG. Feb 1K:

ﬂwm police arrcsied four
dacoils and recovered
from thet’ possession 1wo
lightguns and four cocktails
near Karnaphull Bridge here
yesterday. The dacoits were
arvested from a baby taxi along
with the guns and cocktails.
The dacoits confessed that
they were going to loot cash
amount of a newby petrol

pump. reports BSS,
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Eventf_ul JS winter session comes to a clg_s_t_e_

Treasury Bench claims success,
Opposition regrets 'failure'

By Mahfuz Uliah with Nurul Kabir and Nazmul Ashraf

The fou
Fifth Jatlya Sangsad was pro-
last night at 10.56 pm
the Treasury Bench boast-
ing its performance and the

gouunn Yresponding criti-

The Winter Session of
Parliament that began on
January 4 continued for 45
days with 27 sittings.

During this period. the or
dinances promulgated carlicr

rth session of the -

were converied into laws, Lhe
Opposition staged walkouts
four times, the Treasury lench
suffered the taste of de -
feat on a division vole and
matters of national importance
the border situation

with nmar and the citizen-
shi Golam Agam, transport
teachers’ strike were dis-
cussed. The members showed
remarkable interest in the

procecdings of the House, on

d

occastons becamc unruly and

Lhe excelled tn run-
allatrs of the |ousc.
The fifth session of

Parliament began with a walk-
out scparately by members of
Awami League and Jaltya Party
protesting undemocratic activ-
ities of the governmen!. On the
same day the newly clecied
President of the Republic.
Abdur Rahman [Bswas ad

dressed Parllament to fulfill

constitutional oblgations un
der Article 73.
The defeat sulfered by the

fovernment, Ihuufh nothigg
unusual In parliamentary

democracy. came on January 9
on a private members resolu-
ton to set up a marine police
force. Moved by independent
member Nurul Islam Moni, the
resolution was adopied by 62
to 57 votes. The discussion re-
See Page 12 Col 3
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It was TV drama artistes’ turn yesterday in the month-long cultural programmes at the
Central Shaheed Minar in observance of the Amar Ekushey.

—Star photo

Inflated assessment on nu

tritional standard by BBS

US aid for agricultural
research uncertain

US financial support for
agricultural rescarch in
Bangladesh is at stake follow-
ing exaggeraied and misguid-
ing report on nutritional stan-
dard of commonman.

Concerned scientists
UNB

told
yesterday that receipt of

an agreed US fund amounting

to Tk 36 crore o support

-research in the current
fiscal (1991-92) was uncertain
because of an inflated asscss-
ment of common people’'s nu-
tritional standard by the

L] .

Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics
(BBS).

Only Tk 5 crore out of the
:t.'ﬁd has been rcleased, they

They said the BBS esti-
mated average daily calorie
intake at 2,215 against a stan-
dard level of 2,700 calbric.

“It's based on incomplete
data,” .one of the scienlists
sald and put the calorde intake
level below 1,700 which is
mainly dertved from rice.and
wheat.

The operational fund for
agri-research comes from the
counlerpart funds created oul
of open-market sale of wheat
provided by the United States
under PL-480.

Annual allocation for re-
scarch in the ficld ranges be-
tween Tk 20 and 40 crore,
Bangladesh Agricultural Re-
search Council (BARC) carries
out the rescarch, with particu-
lar cmphasis on nutrition
standard of commonman. spe-

See Page 12 Col 4
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workshop
for the
retarded 1n
Ctg soon

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia said. in Dhaka
Tuesday that the governmend
would set up a 200 seat shel
tered workshop in Chittagong
for the handicapped during

-the next inancial year. reports

HSsS.

Begum Zia said the demo-
cratic governmenlt was oon-
scious of protecting the soctal.
educational, legal and other
rights of handicapped in the
country,

The Prime Minisler was

-nddrﬂﬂru a function to mark

the inaugural of the National

Centre for Special Education

for the Retarded at Mirpur
Begum Zia said a trust had
been constituted fog the hand-
icapped and this year Taka 50
lakh had been sanctioned for
the trust. S8he also mentioned

tne 10 venil reserved quota
urnn_r{:i in the government
jobs for the disabled and or-
phans.

She said Bangladesh cx-
pressed solidarity with the
United Nations declaration for
protecting the rights of train-

health care. education and
inheritance ol the handi-
capped. Despite resource
constraints the present gov-
ernment was implementing
different programmes [or the
handicapped including the

She called upon the affluent
scciion of the socicty 1o come
forward in the rehabilftation of
the retarded

Anti-terrorism
bill sent to
JS body

- SANGSAI) BHABAN. Fcb 18:
The Prevention of Terrorism
Bill seeking to provide dcath
sentence for terrorism was
referred to the Standing
Commitiee on the Law and
Justice Ministry before it was
infroduced in Parliament ves-
terday. reports UNB.

Speaker Sheikh Razzak Ali.
after procedural opin-
fon from both sides of the
House, referred the bill to the
Committee for Scrutiny and
asked to return it 1o the House
within 70 days.

Leader of the O
Sheikh Hasina and
other

sition
aders of

parliamentary groups
See Page 12 Col 2
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'Tornado strikes

Maheshkhali,
Kutubdia

From Our Correspondent

COX'S BAZAR, Feb 18: A
tornado lashed two upazilas of
the district killing two people
and hundreds. accord-
ing to a first hand report

The storm. with a wind ve-
locity of 72 mile an hour,
struck the Maheshkhali and
Kutubdia upazilas of the dis-
trict damaging more than 400
thatched and tin- rool houses.

Offictals said Abdul Karim
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Star Report

The “logic™ behind the ap-
pointment of SH Qoreishi as
the of Dhaka by
East Pakisian's non-Bengal
cabinet Atz Ahmed
on Feb. 18, 1962 became clear
two days later.

On the eve of the general
strike. demonstrations and

planned for Feb. °

21 the All-Party State

Language Action Commilice

(APSLAC). the new magistrate
Issued a [ateful decree:

“Because. it is being ob-

standing crops of the two | served. that a section of the

u las and damaged salt
fekds.

l)e:tﬂh were not immedi-
ately avaflablc.

Commentan

| A dangerous way to

fight terrorism

by Mahfuz Anam

The anti-terrorist bill pro-
by the government in
Parflament Monday is a clear
case of the medicipe's being
worse than the discase. The
bill is s0 wide In fis scope. so
all encompassing in its reach
and so draconian in tis charac-
ter that it s more likely 0 end

up curbing the democratic,

rights of the citizens rather
than punishing the terrurists.
The most [(righiening
aspect of the pruposed bill is
its potential capacity 1o subvert
the due process of law. The
punishment. the bill pre.
scribes varies from seven ycars
minimum to the death sen
tence. This punishment is (o
be meted out by spectal tri-
bunals that are supposed w

hold summary trials. The
crimes for which the bill pre
scribes these harsh punish

ments Include snatching of
money (Ne 1), obstructing
movement of daily necessitics
(No. 1Q). disturbing meetings
No 9). causing obstruction in
carrying out reliel (No 11), in-
terference in any construction
or development work [(No 12).
elc.

What is difficult to under-
stand is why a bill designed 1o
curb terrorism be made so
large in scope. It groups the
terrorists together with pick-
pockets and neighbourhood
thugs. .

In ftem No. 6 the bill pre-
scribes punishment for .. cre-
ating obstruction in the func-
tioning of any educatfonal
institute...”. Given our tradition

of student politics. is I realis-
te 1o make & law that will put
our students for seven
years in jail for organising a
demonstiration or a strike In
the campus? When trade
unions call a strike, causing
m to production in in
units (No. 8). then are

they to be locked up algo?
Provision (No. 13). appears to

e t on targel and the bill
sho perhaps have confined
itsell to .

The biggest flaw in the bill
s that it is too broad. Because
it is broad. 11l s necessarily
vague— and Lthere lies the dan-
ger.

There has to be a clear del-
inition of who iIs and who Ia
not a terrorist. Such a defind-
ton may not be obvious. but Is
it not impossible. Simply not #t
as “a lerrorist” is one whe is
afmod with kethal wespon and
who Lthreatens my life and
property. llis (or her] crime
cannot be compared with dis-
turbance in an educational
institution. obstructing devel-
opment work or hindering
traffic. .

To bracket hooligans with
terrorists is 1o dilute the
heinous nature of what terror-
ists do. ’

The government may very
well say that while on the one
hand it ¥s asked to take tough
measures against anti-soeial
clements on thetother when it
has proposed concrele mea-
sures the opposition is crying

focal.
See Page 12 Col 6

| Anti-people steps of BNI;_

will be resisted : Hasina

Opposition leader Sheikh
Hasina said in parliament
Tuesday night that all anti-
people steps of the BNP gov-
ernment wilk be resisted to
preserve the hard-earned
democracy of the country. re-
ports UNB.

“We will support any steps
for true well-being of the peo-
ple but wyll resist black laws
designed to curtall people fun-

efficiency against the NP gov-
ernment and said the prob-
lems are becoming more acule

everyday as it [afled 1o handle

the situation.
"Unrest prevails every-
where...Donors feel hesitant to

give aid because of low utilisa-

ton”, said the Awami Leaguc
President and Opposition
Leader in Parliament.

The government had failed

damental rights”, she said.

Participating in the discus-
sion on the thanks-giving mo-
tion on the President's speech.
Hasina dwelt at lengih on the
country’'s economic, soclal and
political situation which she
termed grave.

She brought charges of in-

to utilise even 10 per cent of
the total foreign aid in last one
year, she alleged saying this
discouraged the donors in dis-
bursing [resh loans.

The opposition leader said
that the BNP government is
shedding crocodile’'s tears for

See Page 12 Col |

Palestinians to boycott ME talks

JERUSALEM, Feb |B:
Palestinian leaders threatened
today to boycott Middle East
pcace talks next week in
protest al Israels’ detention of
twe members of their nego-
tiating team. reporis Reuler.

- Nothihg ts sure about the
process going on in a normal
way. It Is not clear whether
we will participate or not in
the session ol talks on the
24th team Icader Faisal al-
Husseini told a news confer-
endce.

The US brokered talks re-
sume in Washington on
February 24. Isracl, Lebanon
and Syria sald earlier they
would join.

The Palestinians demanded
the United States pul pressure
on Israel to release the dele-
gates and stop what they de-
scribed as harassment ol their
negotiators, according to AP

Despite the peace confer-
ence, Israel is still escalaiing
its measures [rom settlements

to deportation where it 18 fm-

possible to coptinue in a suc-
cessful peace process,
Husseini said.

Hanan Ashrawi, the delegu-
tion spokeswoman. said Lhe
arresis, stepping up constrc-
on of Jewisly sctllements
and planned deportations
were [sraecli attempls o tor-
pedo the US backed talks.

It has become very clear
that the whole peace process
is being placed In' jeopardy by
these Israell actions. she said.
“The whole peace process
cannot remain subject to uni
lateral actions by Israel.”

The Palestinlans are
"suspending” their travel plans
untdl Husseind can discuss the

issue with PLO lcaders and
Jordanian negotiators. Mrs
Ashrawi said.

Neither she nor Husseint
said the Palestintans had de-
cided 1o cancel their participa-
on. Mrs Ashrawi said the re-
lease of the two delegates

likely would Ilead the
Palestinians to leave for the
talks.

She said the Palestinian

negotiators had asked the
American and Russian co-
sponsors of the talks to exer-

‘cise “firm intervention” on be-

half of the arrested de Les.

The talks began with a con-
ference In Madrid, Spain, in
October. Two sessions have
been held since in Washingion,
one delayed when Israel failed
to r and the sccond de-
layed by a Palestiniun protest
over Israeli orders to deport
|2 Palestintans.

Syria and Lebanon are also
ncgotiating with Israel. The
Israell army confirmed that
the two delegates. Mohammed
Hourani and Jamal Shobaki,
both from the West Bank city
of Hebron, had been arresied
and jatled.

The two were placed under
‘administrative delention.” a
procedure under which they

can be imprisoned for up o a
year without charges. said an
army spokesman who cannot
be identified by name under
military regulations.

Mrs Ashrawi said the ar-
rests show the Palestinians
are being subjected to "a com-
plete pattern of oppression
which..... shows the inhcrent
error and weakness of having a
population under oeccupation
negotiate with the occupters.”

She sald Hourant, 32, was
arrested Jan 9 soon after the
Palestinians submitied his
name as a negotiator. The del-
egation has unsuccessfully
pressed for his release,

Shobaki, also 32, was setzed
Sunday, she said, She noted
that Shobaki, a teacher at a
technical collage, had been
scheduled to attend the last
session of the talks Feb 10 but
was blocked from leaving for
Jordan by Isracli officials.

The army confirmed the
arrcst dates.

Palestinian spokeswoman Hannan Ashrawi (left) and
local leader Faisal Husseini in Jerusalem yesterday

™

public in Dhaka are planning o
organise meetings. proces-
sions and demonstrations. and

See Page 12 Col 7

Shab-e-Barat
today

Shab-e-Barat will be ob-

served in the o night
with due solemnity and rehi
Pous fervour, re UNB

“The night of fortune™ will
be marked by night long
prayers secking divine bicss-

| mes

Different social and reli-
gons organisations will hold
Quran Khwani. Milad Mahfil
and symposium on the occa
sion. The day (Thursday) has
been declared a public holtday .

Radio Bangladesh and
Televiston will put out special
programmes highlighting the
significance of the night—the
“Ladlatul Barat”

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas Tueaday fclicitated the
people on the occasion of holy
Shab -¢-Barat, saying the holy
night has once again given us
the opportunity o get the
blessings of the Almighty Allah.

in a message on the eve ol

See Page 12Col B

Ministers won't
draw raised
salary this year

Ministers will not draw the
enhanced salary and al-
lowances during the current
fiscal year, UNB.

This was ided at a cabi-
net meeting at Bangabhaban

| yesterday with Prime Minister

Begum Khaleda Zia in the
chair.
Parllament has passed a bill
enhancing salary, allowances
and other privileges of the
President. Prime Minister,
Speaker. Deputy Speaker,
Ministers, State Ministers,
Dclzul Ministers and MPs
wi t from July 1991.
Prime Minister Begum
See Page 12 Col 5

| Govt, striking
teachers begin
talks

A discussion on the 15-

point demands of the non-gov-
ernment teachers was held at
a meeting of the central lead-
ers of the liaison commitiee
for teachers movement with
State Minister for Education
Principal Md Eunus Khan in
Dhaka last night. reports [3SS.
* The meeting discussed var-
jous demands of the non-gov-
ernment teachers in a cordial
atmosphere, Further discus-
sions will be held today at 12
noon, an offictal handout said.

Education Secretary Shafiul
Alam, concerned high officials
of the ministry, central lcaders
of the Haison committee Shetk
Amanullah. Principal AKM

See Page 12 Col 3

Special Court order
for confiscation
of Ershad's
money stayed

The single-judge bench of
the High Court Division com-
prising Justice Mahmudul
Amin Chowdhury Tuesday
ordered that the confiscation
of a sum amounting the Taka
190,811,566 and a Toyola
Landcruiser jeep on the order
made by a Special Court judge
(trial court) in the case against
former president HM Ershad.

be stayed for a period of three
months

While admitting the appeal,
Justice Chowdhury served
show cause notice to the
Deputy Commissioner, Dhaka,
as to why the operation of the
order of sentence passed by
the trial court should net be

suspended pending disposal of
the appeal.

Former President Ershad
,was convicted and sentenced
to three years stmple impris-

announcing the boycott by the Palestinians of the third

round of ME peace talks. * —AFP photo |

onment on February 3 under
See Page 12 Col 8°



