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Review by Nancy Wong

literate, their recorded histo-
rics are written by “outside ob-
. servers” such as priests. colo-

record of life's
ups and downs in an environ-
ment so harsh and forbidding
is that it is told by the inhabi-
tants themselves. Since the av-

the ways of their world and
changing times and fortunes
leave an invaluable repository
for future generations as well
as a useful development tool
for their own gévernment
agencies and NGOs from the
international community to as-
sist them in ways that are
benefictal and relevant.
Conceived by the Panos
Institute which is an informa-
tion and policy studies insti-
tute, dedicated to working in
partnership with others to-
wards greater public under-
standing of sustainable devel-
opment, the Sahel Oral History
Project was funded largely by
NORAD wilth contributions
from other European NGOs
and UN agencies. The pruject
was linked to ongoing devel-
opment sites — 19 in all coun-
trics, and a vasl area encom-
sing 17 different African
guages. Some 500 individual
interviews were conducled
with some group Inlervicws,
bringing the total to more than
650, hall of them were women.
So rcadoers are offered a wide

cross-section of opintons and
experiences. Interviews were
chosen from people who had
previous  experience and

working knowledge of the

sites such as field workers, re-
search students and local jour-
nalists

The pertod during which
interviews were conducted
was between June and October

a project site in Mauritania
says: "Sand dunes have become
a huge problem for us. Some
aure as as buildings and
move around with the wind. As
they move they destroy our
crops and cover fertile areas.
The dunes have buried houses
built on low-lying land.”

Toure Timeres echoes: "In
the past. the wind was strong
but there wasn't any duslt
During the cojd weather, you
had wo"lght a fire to keep
warm, and the rain fell in
buckctioads. During the floods,
the water used 10 come right
into our houses. It no longer
pours as hard during the rainy
scason, | have lived through
scven years ol drought.” Yes,
because of the depletion of the
ozone layer. vest tracts In
Africa have been tragically al-
fected, to the extent of wiping
out whole ways of life.
Pastoralists and farmers are
specially hard hit, as grazing
land have simply dried up and
herds of cattle and even the
hardy goats have perished.

There are people like
Kouahan Sanou, a woman from
Mali, who remembers having
been comfortably well and
even wealthy in their child-
hood, with her father 88-
ing more than B0 cows. She
says. "We had food and ani-
mals. and we children were
wel] dressed. When | got mar-
ried | wore the most beautiful
cloth in the village.” Dut the
quality of life steadily dcierio-

rated with the onslaught of de
sertification. This erosion ol
the environment alfected cv-

erybody — from the pros s
farmer to the urclinnry
housewife. who had to walk
much further to fetch water
for the family's needs [rom
ng wells. To hear it from
the lips of Abouna Ali. a native
fisherman from Chad : "The
water in the River Charl used
to be so high that it came up to
this spot — where today you
can sec some trees and bushes
growing. In those days this
arca was like a forest. Now
there is nothing ... it is a
desert out there. The rain no
r falls and therc are no
longer any little streams where
fish can lay eggs before swim-
ming back into the main river.
If there are no cggs. how can
there be any fish?”

People who dertve their liv:
ing from nature form close ties
with il and retain a kind of
simplicity which city life tends
to destroy. This characteristic
comes out fully in the conver-
sations of the rural Sahehans.
Far {rom being attracted to the
gaudy diversions and noisy
games ol the city. the larmer
would any prefer to spend
his time in fields tending
his cruops. The samc applics o
the pastoralist: as a Mauritania
saying goes: "Let my stomach
burn from hunger but let me
never leave my country.”
Judging from the direct mono-

(translated from various
African languages). the oral
traditions in the Sahelian
countries arc rich in imagery
and cxpress vividly the

speaker's thoughts and feel-

ings. This is what makes Lhis
collecton ol nterviews so dif
ferent and personal retaining
the Mavour of the land ol iis
inhabitants.
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wrotight by unfavourabl |t
matic changes. the Sehclian
countries have to cope with
natural enemies like huge
swarms ol locusts which have
been known to wipe their
crops overnight. diseascs
which attack their domestic
animals and llinesses such as
chicken pox. dysentery which
plague their children. Yet, so
resilient and resourcelul are
these plucky people that they
have medicinal cures from the
herbs in their backyards. so 1o
speak. As the reader pruceeds
through the interviews, he
musi often wonder what keeps
llrnr';ﬂnﬂ in the face of such
ove Iming odds. What is
outsianding is the sense of in-
legrity and reverence lor
"God's laws.” There is this old
woman, Kouahan Sanou from
Mali. whose life story is that of
riches to rags: having had a
comlortable childhood her
crops were destroyed by
cdrought and locusts in her
adult life and her husband and
seven children died. leaving
her only two surviving ofl
sﬂ:‘lngl- Aflter all this turmoil,
she still had the courage to
asserl: 1 have never thought
about resorting to stealing to
solve my problem — | would
rather die than do that. As far
as prostitution is concérned, it
doesn’'t exist in our culture, we
don't allow it.”

Tough as life must be under
such exacting natural condi-
torts. a Nigerian couple and
their community still had the
spirtt 1o go on a pilgrimage W
Mekkah. to give thanks w0 God.
Faurc Maussa rccalled. “In

those days, thore were no cars
or plancs. We had 1o do 1he

journcy on fool. Thovsainds ol
us. many with children, sei off
on ths trek.” They sold all
their worldly possessions,
laced physical hardships and

Development

danwcrs of ull kinds, tovNuding

banditry, fNnally reaching
Mekkah, stayed a while and re-
turned. All this ok seven

In the face of this harsh en-
vironment and its conUnuing

degradation inflicted by men

and nature, many NGOs are

valiantly ba nst heavy
odds 0 make .#rinnrrhlr
able and easicr. They have suc-

ceeded o some exilent as ap-
preciated by Lthe Sahclhan

ulation. An older woman from
Burkina Faso acknowlcdges
that "modern women are freer
than we were. Twenty years
age a woman had to marry and
care for a husband chosen for
her by her father or brother. If
she didn't ke the choice she
just had w0 put up with a mis-
erable existence. Women today
do not acecept such sub:
servience and refuse to accept
what they do not want. They
are better for and
betier organised. For those

who cannot read or write
there is the 1o join
a group run the Union des
Femmes du rhkina, which

educaies women and Is a k-
rum for debate’ and exchange
of ideas.”

NGOs have also provided
essential factlities ke casy ac
cess to water and, in some
projects. land for market gar-
dening together with seceds.
seedlings and modern farming
tools. fertiliser and technology.
Improved communications
have also given access to towns
whereby market gardencrs sell
their produce. For some who
are willing to face the un-
known and different kinds of
hardships. the Middile East is
an avenue W seek their for-
tune. Thus, times have
changed a great deal in mate-
rial terms, for the betler.
However, the social cost is a
different matier. Old folks re-
gard this upheaval with some
dismay — in the sense of lost
tribal values such as respeci
for the elders. a generul ro
sponsibility for all children —
related or otherwise — in the
village and a cohesion which
makes villagers help each
other out in times of distress
In the “old days™ farmers who
were fortunate e h 1o have
reaped a rich harvest would
store the cxcess grains and
simply give them away o a
necdy neighbour when he
faced hard times. Bul nowadays
this goodwill no longer exists
The poor would just have 1

pay for ft even #f it mcans
selling his offsprings as a

hearlid labour.

Fur all interested or in-
vohved with sustainable devel-
opmenl. At the Desert's Edge
is an enlightening testimony of
those who have lived through
it during the present century
— as the participants arc
maostly the clderly with their
rich store of vivid memories.
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' Future Looks Upbeat for

Shanxi Farmers

by A Special Correspondent

. poor sofls and a harsh
limate have made farmers
re among the sit iIn
China. More than per cemt
of the 133,000 families in
Shamnxd province live below the
poverty line.
e, o
is. » rost-free
scasons, and infertile
and erodable soils lcad
to low, unpredictable crop

:

Even in normal years. many
families must rely on relcf
grain to survive. The rarely eat
meal except during the Spring
Festival

Since whatever grain. they
do harvest must go o feed the

. lew have any surphus to
feed tock. Thus. less than
half and families have even one
pig and even fewer own a
draught animal. More serious
still is the lack of vital manure
for their crops.

Opportunities for earning

any ofl-farm income are prac-
tically non-existent. trapping
hundreds of thousands in

chronic poverty.

Now things are looking up-
beat, with a lttle help from
the International Fund for
Agricultural Development
(IFAD). Small-scale irriga
sysiems, financed by the gov-
ernment and credit from an
IFAD loan, will be built with

village labour on some 10,000

hectares of land. This will al-
low about 40,000 familics to
increase harvesis

Some 100,000 houschoids
will benefit from the reclama-
tion of riverbeds, draining of
areas, terracing of

steep s and other land
improvements. Over 16,000

hectares of low-
are to be developed
into full :

The US 8506 milllon
Shanxi Integrated Agricultural
Development Project is de
signed and financed with a US
$25.3 milllion loan by IFAD.
Around 550 000 people will
directly benefit from the pro-
ject

Credit — along with exten-
sion and technical support —
will be a major feature of the

t With loans, poor lami-

would be able. for the Arst

time. to own cows, sheep,
goats and pigs.

While a pasture improve-
ment programme will increase
the supply of fodder necessary
o raise them. These animals
would not only permit lamilies
to improve their diet bul
would also provide the manure
that is so essential for increas
ing cruop ylelds while the sale
of oflspring will become a
source of iIncome.

:
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drying and siik selling
factlities.
The Shanxi t is

eredit project in Hebet and a
freshwater fish farming project

in Guangdong

The legendary capacity of
the Chinese larmer for hard
work, along with effective gov
emment support. has made all
these projects highly success
ful In bringing significant im-

ments in production and
standards

OMEN arc good corn
farmers. “The active
involvement of rural
wumen in corn [arming and as
pariners in dectsion-making
contribuics substantially in te
adoption and dissemination of
technologies.” says Dr Lydia P
OMva. a rescarcher from the
University of Southern Minda-
nao, in southem Philippines.
DDr Oliva s study indicaies
that women are the main ocon-
trollers of farm accounts and of

Experts dub giant Himalayan dam project

EW DELIN : The Ocio-

ber carthquake which

killed 2,000 pceople
and devasiated thousands ol
houscs puls a huge qucstion
mark over thg fulure of the
controversial Tehri Dam in the
foothills of the |limalayas,

For threv ycars, opponcnts
of the glant dam have high-
lighted the sejsmic hazard of
the proposcd dam on Lhe
Tehri region of Utlar Pradesh
state. The earthquake, which
had a magnitudc of 6.5 on the
Richter seale, occurred at the
Tehri-Garhwal rcgion of Uttar
Pradcsh siale.

Primc Minisicr Narasimba
Rao, who flew over the Tehri
Dam site .and ncarby dcvas-
tated villages, ordered a review
of the entirc project. The
Uttar Pradesh government,
run by the opposttion Bharatiya
Janala Parly has also dc-
mandced a review.

"We have been asking for a
disastcr management ;im for
the Tehri Dam,” says Sunil
Roy, a former Director-General
of Tourtsm and chairman of
the first cxpert commilice on
the Tehri Dam. "Now there is
need for a disasler manage-
ment plan for the cntirce
Himalayas.”

Two leading environmental
ists — Dr N D Jayal and Dr
Shekhar Singh — have scrved
legal notiee  on  {he
Environment Minist de-
manding the withdrawal of iis
environmental elcarance for
the Tehri Dam. They claim
that the p authority has
fafled o submit comprchen-
sive environment management
plans and blucprints for a wa-
ter calchment arca and rcha-
bilitation.

Waitving administrative .
cedure for (echnical qhnup:;r
and cost/benefit analysis, the
then Chiel Minister.of Utlar
Pradesh stalec pressurcd the
Planning Commission and had
the passcd.

point oul that the
main poinl of coniention is
that the dam was designed on
the basis of recports by

earthquake engincers and not
-'hnn?-u who arc betler
equipped Tor a PIOpCr asscss-
ment of the risks.

Crities arguc that_ only

scisnwlogists ar¢ competent to
gelermine ‘the magnitude of

possible carthquakes in the
Himalayas and peak ground
heccleration [(movement)

which must be taken into ac-

count for a proper feasibility
study.

The present design of the
proposed dam provides pro-
teetion against an carthguake
of 7.2 magnitudc on

thal the lHimalayas have cxpe-
ricnced some of the most

powerful carthquakes (the fat-
esl in 1950 was 8.7 magni-
tude), the dam site could well
expericnce a lremor up to 8.5
magnitude on Richter scale.

As carly as 1978, local resi-
dents have opposed the pro-
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The main coniention is
that the proposed dam
was designed on the basis
of reports by earthquake
engineers and not seis-
mologists who are better
equipped for a proper
assessment of the risks by
Prakash Chandra

ject. The late Prime Mindster

Indira Gandhi eyen asked the
Department of Science and
Technology to review the pro:

jeet.

Mr Roy

was appointed

~chairman of the reviewing

commitice. lle saw critical
gaps in vital information or
seismicily, sillation and othes
geological data. In 1988, he
submilied a report saying Lhe
dam should nol be construcied
beceause the scismic risk was
loo greal,

3ascd on this report, Lhe
cnvironmental clearanee was
nol granted by - the
Environment and  Forest
Ministry. But this did not deter
the government from enlarg-
ing the project to 30,000 mi?—
lion rupces (US 81,053 mil-
Hon) for generaling 1,000 MW
of clectricity in the first phase
and 1,400 MW in Lhe second
phasc,

In July 19090, the
Environment Ministry, under
political pressure, granted the
clearance upon certain condi-
tions — Lhe two most impor-
tant being the development of

a calchment area and a disas-

ler management plan.

Mr Roy and Dr Jayal now
say all dam construction in the
Himalayas should be stopped
and cach of them revicwed
alicr consulting respected and
indcpendent seis sis.

The Comptroller and
Auditor-Gencral has also come

the °
"Richicr scale. Givea the fact

oult with a report giving a
number of rcasons why the
government should not go
ahead with the projecl. Among
themi: the hazards posed by
carl '

The Auditlor-General

pointed out ' that 36
carthgquakes took place in the
course of 80 years within a ra-
dius of B80-320 kildmetres
from the project site. s cx
petted 100-year lifespan no
longcr holds truc becausc of

high sedinmwntation.

In a visil 1o India in 198G
Sovicl President Mikhail
Gorbachev promised technical

assistance to the project.
WhotBer Soviet aid will con-
linue amid the polilical

changes in Moscow is an open
qucstion. )

The strong lobby of
coniractors and poliliclans,
who are likely to make a quick
buck in the 40,000 million ru-
pees (US 81,404 million) pro-

year ago, Dado Manneh
and Amic Jojang spent

their days cooking

rice, washing clothes, and
sitting in their compounds
with the other women.
gossiping. snoozing. or
pounding millet.

In the village of Tanji. in
the tiny West African democ-
:ﬁv The Gambia. cooki

pounding millet were a
that girls could look forward to
— first for their mothers and
sisters and later for their hus-
bands.

Life for the boys was not
much different. Sometimes. Ya
Ya Jammeh drove a van, bul
the rest of the time he would
sit on the bantaba — the village
meeling place — with the
other men. smoking. drinking

gunpowder tea. or sleeping
the time

away.

Their Hves have changed
dramatically in the last year,
and the change has
the alteration in attitudes of
the village ftself. |

Twenty-five miles from the
capital city of Banjul, with a
population of arcund 2.5600, is
Tanji. a straggling hodge-
podge of cultures. with its
main street clamped at one
end to the fish-smoking sheds
that are the only solid source
of income for the community.
then poking inland like a fin-
ger to where the maize and
millet and cassava grow in
small plots,

The village is only a few

gn:rntiml old and populated

half-a-dozen tribes. The in-
comers from Senegal  (which
surrounds the Gambia on three
sides) and those [rom other
parts of the country are
mistrustful of one another,
usually jobless and mostly with
minimal or non-existent edu-
cation or skill-training.

But all this is changing.
thanks to the refusal of people
like Dado, Amie and Ya Ya o
settle for an emply future,

paralicled

Dado, Amie and Ya Ya Sho

Do It Yourself

Rosemary Long writes from Gambia

These three have become
managcers of the village's own
development project.

Today. Dado ts usually clat-

'I.cﬁng away al a typewriter

producing memos, manage-
menl commitiee minutes and
thank-you letters to dignitarics
who have dropped in to see

team of voluniteers to plant
flowers in the communal gar-
den.

All these things ha in
and around the village I::t:'lﬂlm,
Original lunding and a measure
of continuing financial back-up
came from a small British
charity, but in most respects

houscwork. and their menfolk
had no hope of jobs. They
couldn’t help their children to
read and write because
themselves had no education.
Now, look!”
She is poin
of the
— a combined social centre,

§

o a corner

Three ambitious residents in the Gambian village of Tanji had little to look forward
to until they decided to take the future into their own hands. The projects they have

to improve literacy and other skills are giving them the independence

developed
they have hoped for.

this sc¢il-help
Amic. with her gurgling
on her back, might issuing
books in the new library or
running numeracy sessions for
groups of adults.

And Ya Ya maybe singing
and counting and chanting the
alphabet with 30 bright -cyed
pre-school tots. or rallving a

Lhr nomenon.

HPopulation: 850,000

Area: 4 262 sq. miles

the Tanji Community
Development t. as it is
formally known. \tries to be
sclf-financing and democrati-
cally run by the villagers them-
selves.

"The women and girls of
the village are very happy.”
sald Amie. "Before. there was
nothing for them to do ¢xcept

teaching facility and business
headquarters — where 15 men
and women are learning lo
read and write.

Soon, they will be able w0
use the Centre's own library,
where books by African and
Europegn authors crowd the
shelves under a large globe of
the world presented by an

independence

Feb 18 1965

by Henrylito D Tacio

the products used in house
holds (efther [or consumption

Women now tend to
equally share, if not

dominate, in most of

the decision-making
in the farm

or lor sale). Women, the study
showed, can also gencrate

dangerous

ject, has been very aclive in
sccuring clearances for the
various stages of thc dam.

Now they plan lo go o the
Supreme Court to have the
clcarance withdrawn,

— Dcpthnews Asia

w How to

admiring British visitor. And
their new skills. Hke the nu-
merucy that is also taught to
both men and women, are
helping
of small businesscs that they
will change the financial
footing of the whole village.

B [ may take a generation,

b_;::cﬂll Iﬂ;p-m." says Ya Ya.
are still many people in
the village who don't take an
interest in what we are doin
here. But they will see, II'J
soon they will want 1o join in.”

At first many people, in-
cluding the hidebound elders
and the village chief. were
wary and even hostile to this
innovative venture; afraid that
their traditional powers would
wane as the young people
learned to develop their own
klcas and abilitics. But by co-
opting them onto the man-
agement commitice and — as
one villager put it — "making
them feel Nattered and impor-
tant.” they have won them
over. _
A revolving loan fund 1s now
thriving. One group of women,
for example. borrowed enough
to buy soap-making materials
and now sell enough soap to
pay back their loans with in-
lcrest — interest that in-
creascs their own fund for fu-
ture projects.

Donations from abroad have
also helped: bicycles are hired
to local teenagers 10 gnerate
Income and a cemont-mixer is
hircd for local building plots,

Funding, knowhow and
materinls do eome from out-
side. from Gambian agencics,
from the British Overscas
Development Administration,
and from the European
Comimunity. But it is not seen
in Tanji as handouts. It is seen
as an investment in the future
and one they hope will pay
dividends in community ce:
operatibn and self-respect.

— Gemini News

them creatc a network

A

'Philippine's women richly
contribute to farming

additional income through ofl-
farm activitics.

Dr Oliva says that “the
degree of work invelvemcnl
was high in such opcrutions as
planting. fertiliser applicatlion,
weeding and harvesting.”

It was consistently obscrved
that the wives and chilldren
[daughtcrs particularly) were
more active than the farmer-
cooperators in almost all farm
activitics studicd by the re-
scarchers.

It was apparent that their
aclive participation was in-
strumental in enhancing corn
technology adoption in project
areas. Thus, a l-FlI)de"HII made
in the towns of Carmen and
Antipas in North Cotabato,
Bansalan and Digos in Davao
del Sur, and Malungon and
Tantangan in South Cotabato.

Among OFRO coopcralors,
there were 39 views, 80 dau-
ghters and 34 hired women
involved in the study. :

"With the OFRO project and
the active participation of
women and children in the
trials and other activities con-
ducted, the improvement in
decision-making involvement

of women as become
evident,” says Dr Oliva. who

hcaded the study.
The study found that
women were not dircotly

imolved in plowing, harrowing
and furrowing. However., 92
ncr cenl ol the wives wete
ighly involved in harvesti
while 62 per cent of t
daughters wecre moderately
involved in the same activity.

The study also showed that
66 per cent of wives and 50
per cent of their daughters
were highly involved and mod-
eralely involved, respectively,
in corn planting. Wives were
highly fnvolved in fertiliscr ap-
plication (70 per cent). weed-
ing (87 per cent), shelling (77
per ccnt). and drying (72 per
cent) of seed corns.

Most of the hired women
were highly involved (100 per
cent) in all of the activities,
excluding plowing. harrowing
and planting.

In terms of economic con-
tribution of women, women
helping till their farms have
bﬂ*nnﬁzund to earn about P
2.430( US$95) for an average
of 81 man-days of labour. Off
their farms., women earned
about P 990 (US838) in (33
man-days of labour). Thus, for
cach cropping of corn, the
women coniributed about P
3.420 (US8 132) in terms of

"Unlike before, the women

now tended to equally share (if
not dominate] in mostsof the
decision-making in the farm,”
Dr Oltva sald. "This is espe-
clally true where monetary

considerations are conccrnod.”
Dr Oliva says thai “this pre-
valling cultural value ameong
:}:I;im- imphies that women
a major role In deciding
what technologies to adopt.”
The study "underscores the
importance of evolving devel-
vpmen! stralcgies 1o harncss

women in our ‘scl  clfort
toward shifting fnp.'l:L M‘

farming 10 a market-oriented

I farm business,” Dr Oliva says.



