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7 killed, 22 hurt
in road mishaps

By Staff Correspondent

At least seven person dicd
22 others injured in three
road accidents

A four-month o boy.
and an unidentified
person were killed when a
minibus (Dhaka Metro Cha-
5597) skidded off the road on
the Dhaka-Demra Highway
near Shanir Akhra at about
1:30 pm. Ten of the 20 injured
were admitted to the
haka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH), reports our
DMCH Correspondent.
In another accident. a
pedestrian. Shahjahan, was

killed on the spot when he was

run over by a bus at Matuatl
Demra. at about 10 am

A Jessore report savs. lour
people of & britlal pany.
including the bridcgroom uned
his elder brother. were killod
in a tragic road aceidenmt when
a BRTC wtruck crashed on Uw ir
baby taxi, according to UNI3,

The mishap occurred ul
around 4 aflernoon al
Khanpur when the auto-rick:
shaw was carrying the bridal
party to a wedding ceremony
at village ¥anduppur (in
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Parllamcnt, Speaker and De-
puty Speaker and Whips ol the
Treasury bench and the Oppo--
sition. Both the amendments
moved in the House were

unantmously.

Under the Members of
Parliament (remuneration and
allowances) (amendment) Bill,
1992 passed yesterday, the
MPs will get their enhanced
remuneration and allowances
with retrospective effect [rom
July 1. 199] while the clause
relating to the pension ol the
MPs will come into effect from
April 4. 1991.

The MPs will begin recetv-
ing the pension of Taka one
thousand per month alter the
Nve-year term of the present
Sangsad is over.

Incidentally, the Bill
regarding remuncration and
allowance was scheduled to be
considered in the House last
Wednesday. the day it was in-
troduced in Parllament.

But MPs of both the
Treasury bench and the
Opposition expressed bitter
reaction to the Bill with no
provision of pension for the
MPs.

The Bill could be passed
unanimously yesterday only
after an understanding be-
tween, the two sides under
which the opposition was al-
hwd Lo move an unludml:'nl

MPs' remuneration

regarding the pcension.

This undersianding could
pucify the MPs of both sides
resulting in the passage of the
bill unopposcd.

BSS adds: The House also
passed unanimously Iwo
amendments brought by the
Whip. Mahbubul Alam Tara Mia
of the Treasury bench. substi-

tuting lhc explanations relat-

ing lo rt of duty-free car
and an -.I nl"l ‘aka 1500
per annum for maintaining an

office in their respective
constiluencics.
After the amendment

by the lHouse Article 3¢
of the 1973 Act reads as : "A
mcmber shall be cntitled 1o
import [ree of cusioms duly,
sales- tax. development sur-
charge and import permit. fec
during the whole of his oflice,
one ur::eu:p of such specifi-
cation, on such conditions.
as the government may specify
in this behall

"Explanation, in this
Article, "member” shall in-
clude the Prime Minisicr, the
Speaker. the Ministers. the
leader of the Opposition, the
Deputy Leader of the House,
the Deputy Speaker, the Chief
Whip. the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition, Ministers of State.
the Whips and Deputy Minis-
ters who are members of
parltament”.

Shaheed Day

page | Col 8
Benpﬂ Ind Urdu 1o be munle
the official languages ol the
new siale.
There were also some pow-
erful contributions from non-

Majlis people in the bookiel
For instance. Abul Mansur
Ahmed. editor ol the
Calcutta-based Bengali datly
.The Itichad wrolce;

“If Urdu is made the stale
language of Pakistan then the
educated community of East
Pakistan would overnight be-
come Tilliterate’ and ‘unfit’ for
government jobs.”

Perhaps the most larsightcd
observation came from Dr. Kaxi
Motahar Hossain of Dhaka
Universitly. According to
Badruddin Umar's three-vol-
ume “East Bengal's Language
Moverment”™. Dr.

Hossain wrote in the book-
let:

"If attempts are now made
to hmposc Urdu as state lun-

PM: trouble makers
From Pagc 1 Col 4

capital a clean city. the Prime
Minister said that local people
would be involved with the cf-
forts of the authorities. Shc
also requested the city
dwellers 1o maintain cleanli-
ness to remove the problems
like water-logging and
mosquilo menace.

“This government has given
emphasis on the growth of
small industries and it is ready
to provide all-out assistance to
such indusiries. Begum Zia
told the inhabitants of
Dholaikhal, the old city area
which has witnessed remark-
able devclopment of small and
ctottage industries over the
years.

She also called for setting
up more small and cottage in-
dustries allover the country for
the growth of national econ-
omy. But the quality of the
products must be ensured in
order o compete with foreign
goods, she pointed out.

BSS adds: Mirza Abbas said
that all the roads of Dhaka city
would be repaired by the year
1992.

Sadek Hossain called for
ensuring civic amenities ol the
old city.

Mir Shawkat Ali suggested
constiluting a task force 1o
tacklc the various problems of
the Dhaka city. Tanvir Siddiky
said that development of
Dhaka metropolis should be
carried out in a planned man-
ner.

m

guage on Bengaloo Mu-:timn
and Hindus. then it will [ail.
because smouldering discon-
lent cannot be kept under
wraps for long. In that case
there will be a danger of an
end to the relationship be-
tween East and West (|
Pakistan).”

The year was 1947,

From there on, Tamuddun
Mljhs played a promincnt role

the nmm:m that gathered
pu:c alter Dhirendranath
Dutia’s proposal of Feb. 23.
1948 that Bengalt should be a
state language. was rejected by
Liagat Ali Khan and Khwaja
Naztimuddin.

The Maijlis. along with the
East Pakistan Muslim Chattra
League, the Gonatantrik Jubo
League. Gano Azadi League and
various student hall unions,
took the initdative to hold a
meeting on March 2 at the
Fazlul Haq Hall.

The meeting. attcnded by
Abul Kasem, Sardar Fazlul
Karim. Ranesh Das Gupta.
Tajuddin Ahmed. Mohammad
Toaha, Ajit Guha. Shahidullah
Kaiser, Oli Ahad, Lily Khan and
others set up a State Language
Action Commitiee [ SLAC) with
Shamsul Alam of the Majlis as
the convenor.

The province-wide harlul
of March 11, 1948 was the re-
sult of this committee's deci-
sion.

However, Tamuddun
Majlis's role in the movement
was to become increasingly
controversial as time pro-
gressed and the battle too
other dimensions.

An Indication of such a turn
was given as carly as the March
2 meeting . when Abul Kasem
prevented Ajit Guha from be-
coming a member of SLAC on
the grounds of Guha's religion.

Guha. a representative of
the progressive Writers Forum
argued, to no avail, that the
language movement was a
democratic one and communal
division had no part in it.Time
was to prove Guha right and
Kasem wrong.

According to Umar. the
real motive behind Kasem's
objection to Guha was (o keep
the progressive Writers Forum
out of the Committec. In later
months and years. such narrow
and divistve tactics of the ma-
jlis became more pronounced
and frequent. causing the
group to rapidly lade from the
nerve-centre of the movement
in particular and the political
mainstream of the country in

general.
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Dlscontent snowballing in Kashmir

NEAR LINE OF CONTROL
(Pakistani ‘side), Feb 16: The
snow is still visible on the
mountains though it is spring
clsewhere in the region and it
hasn't stopped raining sincc
Tuesday night. making the
weather bitterly cold with mi-
nus zero temperatures al
night.

On Wednesday the road be-
came slippery and filled with
slush as a result of the erection
of barricades by the Pakistani
authorities on the route which
the Kashmiris arce using to
reach the line of contrul.

The morale of the Kash-
miris bent upon crossing the
ltine is high. Even though five
Kashmiris werc shol at by
Pakistani forces today and as
many as 25 received bullet
wounds.

These Kashmiris called the
JKLF arc delermined wo kecp
marching on despitec the hcavy
odds against them. Two

ungsters who have left their

omes without telling their
parents are amongst the huge
mass of humanity on the road
since this past week. ,

It appears thalt nothing
could stop them now. "We have
just heard that they have
stopped Amanullah and ar-
rested him. Do you think that
this will stop us?‘ sald 14 year
old All.

In fact thc Pakistan gov-
emment and the Azad Kashmir
government appear to have
done everything humanly pos-
sible to discourage these
marchers. On the way 1o
Chahkoti only 15 kilomelers
short of the border the roads
are filled with huge irces

'felled recently.

also

Huge boulders have

Star Special from

been rollcd down and wt plunrn
huge craters have appeared
filled overnight on Wednesday
with mud and slush.

There appear to be land-
slides in some places which
the Kashmiris claim have been
made by the authorities with
the help of dynamite.

But this has not daunted the
freedom [fighters who on
Wednesday used bulidozers o
clear the area.

Rukhsana Wasim who is 24
and amongst the women and
children who have joined thw
men sald. “The Pakistan forces
are stapping us and Kilhng our
bays. Desptte the fact that even
the UN has discquraged any
killings 1t is the Pakistanis who
have killed the freedom fight-
ers. Our ambulances carrying
the wounded have been
stopped. These women lo-
gether with the men have
ciimbed the mountains and
with children in their arms
hdve trudged along without
complaint.

In their poeket are
‘channas’ or rvasted lentils and
dried dates they keep munch-
ing.

As one entered Muza-
ffarabad on Tuesday. the capi-
tal of Azad Kashmtr. There is
complele strike everywherc
and some of the media mcn
who had been brought in by
the local authorities were put
up in a hotel also run by the
government as the rest are all
closed.

Pakistan's renowned human
rights activist. Ansar Burney is
present here. He said on
Wednesday alter seeing the
Kashmiris being killed., "We
have always been tn the fore-
front in our fight for human

Mariana Baabar -

rights. Now we cannot tell the
difference between the Indlan
and Pakistant forces. It s In-

deed shameful for the
Pakistanis to be killi the
Kashmiris in frent of the

Indians like this.”

The situation is fast detert-
oraling and whal the Pakistan
government cannot aflord at
the moment Is the hatred
mountaining agamst it from
the Kashmirts,

Along the villages just short
of the line ol control women
are seen stunding outside thetr
homes flasing the V-sign.

When asked what it meant
they replied that they don't
kinow bul they have seen It on
TV whenever the [recedom
fighters arc shown passing.

The women are also wor-
ried as 1o how 1o cope with the
injured who are finding it im-
possible to be transportied ef-
ther 1o Muzalfarabad or clse-
where near by clindes.

The ambulances are getting
siuck in the dilches and holes
dug up by the authorities.

"Lay kay rahey gein azadf(
meaning that we will not rest
tll we gain freedom, 1s the
shout coming from all around.

The caravans have so far
crossed B0 hurdles and the
last onc was the one where

they would have to lace  the
Pakistan army barrier
On the other side the

Iindian army has passed clec:
tricity on the wire fencing and
laid mines all around.

But this and the fact that
Amanullah and 150 kadcrs of
the JKLF have becn arrested
docs not appear 1o stop them.

The youngstiers have head-
bands with the "Qalma™ written
on it and many of them wear

death shrouds meaning that
they are ready 1o die for their
vause, The youngest who was
seen marching along on
Wednesday aflernoon wus only
six ycars obd.

Though the authoritices have
now brought in the Punjab and
Frontier constabulary. Thesc
soldiers suffer from disadvan:
Lages. Since t do not know
the arca well they aure being
umbushed by the frecdom
fighters and many have had
their weapon snatched from
them. The [reedom fighters in
some arcas came from behind
the mountains.

The atmospherc  remalins
very lense and as the causall:
tics have a chance 0 Increasc,
The authorilies are now qucs-
tloning the measurcs so for
taken 10 contain the marchers.

Amanullah on Wednesday
lute evening was only flour
kilometers short of the ine of
control belore his arrest.

Fverywhere around him the
movemenl was gaining mo-
mentum and those in hiding
have been asked 10 replace
him— amongst those killed it
is now known are two pulice-
men.

On Wednesday night many
women and children wenl
back to Muzafllarbaad as they
were ordered by the men that
the sttuation is bound to be
worst on Thursday. But some
have refused to retum. Posh
Mahal a tecnager said that they
were also looking for some lost
women and children.

The rain which sull has not
stop is making it difficult
for the scarch parties. Many pl
the injured are children who
reccived injuries while falling
Cn roulc.

From Page | Col 7
Makeshift camps arc being
converted into proper shelters
the local administration. but
DC admitted that UNHCR's
taking over of the reliel opcra-

tion was an tmmensc reliel.
‘We started building without

any %,:rnntu of money.” he_

Daily Star.” but now af

least we can count.on the UN."

Of the camps. Dachua-

palang-1 iIs so far thc best

managed, with 47 sheds and

five tubewells for some 500
families.

The camp at Dachuapalang-
2 is disorganised and unsani-
tary. housing an estimated 42
thousand

The UNHCR uﬂicluh voiced
their concern over fire hazards
in the thatched huts with
plastic sheet rvols.

Wijeratne satd "In 12 vears
of 1ICR ecxperience, | have
rarcly seen such an cmer-
gency, in terms of malnutrition
and shelter and in terms of the
persecution these people have
faced.” He added that immedi-
ate international response Lo
the issue was imperative.

"We may have 200.000 peo-
ple on our hand soon,” he satd.

This would make Bangladesh s

the site of one of UNICR's
largest operations.

Wijcratne cxpressed admi-
ration at the swill reaction of
local authorities, "In a country
with such limited resources
this is quite an achievemenlt,”
he said.

The UN tcam went on o a
crossing point at Teknaf this
afternoon where refugees
could be seen entering
Bangladesh at the rate of three
boat-lull an hour, A reception
centre was built at the cross-
ing point.

The UNHCR officials also
spoke to a number of Rohingya
refugees who were frightened
return to their homeland
without ny intermnmational guar-

antee. According to a studegt
Abdul Rashid, a member of the
Rohingya Refugee Reliel and
Wellure Committee. only 40
per cent of the refugees regls-

tered with the government
camps. lor fear uf being sent
back.

The HCR made arrangce-
ments for a truck to ferry the
refugecs from Teknal 1o the
nearcst camps.

"We must get transport. be-
cause they arc our responsibil-
ity from the minwle Lhey set
foot in Bangladesh,” said
Wijcralne.

With an inftdal allocation of
US 'dollar 100,000, the
UNIICR plans 1o launch an ap-
pecal to donors for funds. As
Barl puts it,"Our role s to
f:mvklu: the refugees with basic

uman amecnities which in-
clude food, medicine and edu-
cation.”

This entall coordination
with other agencies like Gana
Shasthya Kendro and Mcde-
cins Sans Frontieres alrcady
working in the areca. The
UNHCR team meels with con-
cerned or
oflicials ol the district admin-
Istration tomorrow (Monday).

Bari told The Daily Star that
repatriation of the refugees
wis the only solution envisaged
by the UN at the moment.

International awareness of
the severity of the sftuation
will possibly put political pres-
sure on the Myanmar govern-
menlL.

Meanwhile, refugees stream
across the Naal river. Many of
the women are widowed or
rape victim or both. In a list
made at the Murichhya camp.
out ol 423 Tumilics,.-275 arc
headed by the widowed
women.

Children are being born in
the camps to mothers 1oo
malnourished to breast feed.
Maluria. scables and diarrhoea

ragc unimpcdcd.

The UN team relumns o
Dhaka Monday to consult with
the Home Ministry and the
Foreign Ministry. A UNHCR
back-up team will also arrive
next week o form a local of-
lee and monitor the construc-

ton and organisation of the
‘cumps.

nisations and the -

Our Stafl Correspondent in
PDhaka adds: The Uniied

Nations High Comimnissiaonc
for Refugees on Friday ex-
pressed deep concern aboul
the ‘tragic conditions in
Myanmar that are foreing
people to flee at the rate of
400 to 600 a day.

According to a UNIICR
press releasc., High
Commissioner Sadako Ogata,
while expressing her gratitude
to Bangladesh for “its generos-
ity towards the refugcees™. said
that the UN is rushing an
emergency team to Bangladesh
to help morce than 60,000
refugee pouring across the
border from Myanmar.

Noting the increasing infllux
ol refugees from Myanmar into
other countries in the region.
the High Commissioner said
"no one seekin lum would
be forcibly. ret Etrueti

The statement went on Lo
add that the government of
Bangladesh on Friday re-
quested UNHCR to provide
immediate help 1o the
reflugees from Myanmar when
the influx reached such pro-
portions that the rnment’'s
resources were “streiched to
the breaking point”.

The request followed an of-
fer of gmergency assistance
from the High Commissioner
during a mceting with Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia at
the OIC summit in Dakar last
December.

The High Commissioner
immediately allocated and ini-
tial 100,000 US dollars from
the emergency fund for ur-
gently needed supplics for the
reflugees. most ol’Pwhum are
women and children, the
statement noted.

UNHCR 1s working closely
with WFP, UNICEF. Bangladcsh
Red Crescent. and MSF L0 ar-
range food. water, shelter. san-
Ilattnn and health services in
the border arcas inundated by
refugees.

Senfor UNHCR stafl mem-
bers are already in Bangladcesh
and the Deputy Director of the
Asia Bureau is flying to the arca

“the

- UNHCR to appeal for help

from Geneva this weckend.

Within the next few day.
UNHCR will deploy additional
ficld stall. a water-sanftation
engincer and a site planner in
the Cox's Bazar arca.

Once a comprchensive as-
sistance programme has been
mapped out. substantial addi-
tional amounts from the emer-
gnc}' fund will be relcasced fol-

by an appeal to dunors.
the statement added.

Editorial on Page 4

Gallery
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Sckhar Halder.

The MPs’ probably wanted
to sleep the session through. If
not. they were not as serfous
as they arc. Casual mood was
the order of the day.

As things were being
negotiated behind the screen,
Speaker granted leave to
move the bill on remuneration
and privileges of the members.
The heat, generated by the bill
carlier, was absent. The
Treasury benchers were quiet.
the opposition members were
expecting the gift. Even before
the Speaker could say that
there was an amendment, the
Law Minister stood up and
said, " My [riend Assaduzzaman
has an amendment.” The
amendment was moved
providing pension to the
members.

The Law Minisicr was seen
giving a copy of the proposed
amendment to Asaduzaman,
but it did not reach the
Speaker in time. And he had
difficulty in ascertaining what
was there. So, Mahbubul Hug,
Whip of BNP Parliamentary

came to the rescue ol the
Speaker saying because of the
hurry it could not be given to
your office.’

The casual feeling also
infected JP member Fazlec
Rabbi who prefers 1o shout on
any point. But he was seen
irying o stop his mate.
Manirul Huq Chowdhury. from

opposing the bill by putting his
hand over his mouth.

, 4
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Teresa released from

hospital

ROME. Fecb 16 Mother Teresa, 52, has been released from

Rome's Gemcili
o - sartd]

heart

ports AP

where she was admitied last week to
a

in the United Stales,

spokesman wday. She was admitied to the hos-
aller arriving on February 4 from the United States, re-

Hezbollah chief killed

SIDON (Lebanen). Feb

lmmmmmwm

Isracit he rs killed

into his

motoreade in South Lebanon. Muslim fundamenialist sources

sald. reports Reuter,

Oil slick
moving

towards
Indian
coast

NEW DELHI, Feb 16: The
indtan coastguard today were
closely monttoring an ofl shick
in the Bay of which is
moving lowards the Indian
coust, a local newspaper re-
ported. reports AFP.

The 13 kilometre [eight
mile) long slick was last re-
ror*lrd some 48 kilometres
30 miles) south of New More
Island across india’'s interna-
tional boundary with Bang
ladesh, the Economic Times
siabel

Experis sald the slick. be-
beved 10 have been caused by a
merchant ship Mushing s
bilges out at sea, was expected
o make landiall along
West Bengal ﬂammm
delia. a national park and ho-
me of the Hoyal Bengal Tiger,

Coasiguard Licutenant Co-
mmander A K Mukhertjee was
quoled as saying the slick
could threaten the tigers as
well as at least two of fve
species of marine turtles regu-

larly laying eggn in the delta
and four species of horseshoe
crubs

Trawlers looted

BARGUNA. Feb 16: Pirutes
altucked trawlers at Sonachar
64 km south off herc und
looted goods worth Tuka two
lakh carly this morning.

Top-officials
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Secretary Ayubur Rahman ualso
spoke on the occasiun.

Congratulating the newly
promoted officials the Prime
Minister said the present
democratic government
wanted that all officlals join
the hands with the govern-
ment in all the activities for
the of the nation.

She said the government
would continue the process of
removing the back in the
promotion of officials. She as-
sured that skill, eligibility. cx-
perience and merit woukl be
given due consideration in the
cases ol promotion.

The Prime Minister said
the government wanted o cn-
surc maximum utilsation of
the local resources to over-
come the disgrace of depen-
dence on others.

She said ‘it is indeed re-
grcitable that we are bearing
the disgrace of dcpcndcncc
even aller achieving [reedom.”

The Prime Minister said
with the changing scenario in
the socio-cconomic conditions
of the world no natfon could
now sustain economically on
foreign aid.

She said ‘we now do not
scope to hear allcga-
tions of ineflectivity against
the government machinery
anymore’. She hoped that bu-
reaucracy would always
uphold the image of skillful-
ness and a dynamism.

The Prime Minister called
upon the officials to practise
punctuality in attending their
offices. She said the higher of-
f[icials should remain honest
and dedicated to their scrvices
so that their junior could fol-
low them.

She also called upon the of-
ficials 1o expedite disposal of
files to bring momentum o
the development activities.

Textile quota
From Page 1 Col 5

of many conditionalities.
Bangladcsh was able to make
good use of US assistance. He
said as the country was atiain-
ing secll-sufficicney in food
production. food aid was dry-
ing up. Donors were ap-
proached o buy foodgrains
cally for utilisation in food as-
sisted development work. he
pointed out and sald the US
government could examine
this bility.

US Depuly Assistant
Secretary was told that the
Bangladesh government had
initiated measures for dere
lations and privatisations.
privale sector was yel
full advantage of these
silion mcasures.

Kimble was of the view that
ways and means must be
found for the success of the
rivatisation measures. She re-
erred to the success ol pri-
vatisation p mme in the

take
rali-

ldinlrihuthn of I'ertlltl:r in

French charity
volunteers

refused
permission
By S.Y, Bakht
Bangladesh has refuscd

io & French charity
which was scheduled o arrive

in Dhaka o conduct
reliefl work for Rohingya
refugees.

An offictal source told The
Daily Star Sunday. the refusal
lo. Medicins Sans Frontieres
(MSF). came under a n-
ment policy of not -I
any new foreign NGO volunteer
in reltef for an esti-
maled one lakh refugees who

He added that the gov
ernment would ﬂndl’
any rellel materials from for-
cign organisations and dis-
tribute them among the
Rohingya refugees.

“We have enough manpower
to conduct relicl operations In
the refugee camps, but we ur-
gently need an adequuic supply
of reltef mmtertalsn.” he said.

However, he noted that the
foreign volunicers and NGOs
already operating in the
refugee camps would be al-
lowed 10 contnue reliel work.

Earlier. agencies reported
that the French NOO,
Medicins Sans Frontieres
(MSF) announced in Paris last
Friday that a team of #ts volun-
teers with food and mediciges
wias scheduled 10 fly o
Chittagong Sunday.

French embassy Charge de
Aflairs Monstcur Penaud, when
contacted over iele . lokd
The Daily Star that the em-
bassy was informed by the for-
eign office that the Bangladesh

rmment did not want any

reign NGO or volunteers w'
intervene tn the area but would"
accepl any international relief
muiterials for the refugees.

He said that a 10-member
MSF team. consisting of four
physicians, two murscs and
four reliel organiscrs. wcere
waikng tn Paris for the green
signal’ from the government o

o caerrhile, i
fle. two MSF volun-

teers arrived Iin the city
Sunday. aller being granted
visas the Ba csh em-
bassy in France, the Charge de
Affairs said.

They will join the 4-mem-
ber MSF team already working
in the arca,

Sundarbans

From Page | Col 5
within the next 50 years and
the whole region will become
unsuitable for industry and
habitation.

Khasru Chowdhury. an envi-
ronmentalist working for the
Forcst Department in the
Sundarbans says that the mea-
gre NMow of I'rl:uh water has
caused a fall in the water level
in the rivers in the foresl. As a
result, the trees that used to
be washed at least twice a day
are nol geting the necded wa-
ler.

Experts view that the
changing ecology. will lead to a |
heavy blow to economic activi-
ties in the

As back will de-
creasc, the extraction of wood
will also come down. The
growth of the trees will be

. stunted.

Khasru Chowdhury said that
the increase in salinity has al-
ready affected fishing in the
rivers as the fishing season has
been squeczed from the previ-
ous May- I-cbmary period o the
present May E
The shrimps md other fish are
not finding the rivers in the
Sundarbans suitable to lay eggs
and therclore, small catches
have been reported by the
fishermen.

Prof Ainun Nishat of Water
Management Department of

the Bangladesh University of
Engineerin

“and Ttthmloy
(BUET) said that ll‘:: “““:El
level goes véry high duri
dry scason and nnm'zun
when the monsoon starts,
However., he pointed out
that the residual effect of the
dry scason is ultimately leading
to an overall rise in the salinity

level. Ac to Prof Nishat,
the only solution to the prob-
lem Hes in a fNlow of at

lcast 10,000 cusecs of water
through the Goral river.
However, Iin the last 20
years. the flow through the
GCoral virtually went down o
zero level in a number of in-
stances, AL present the flow
during the dry season is not
over 1850 ecusecs., a level

thought to be disastrous by the
environmentalists,



