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RAJSAAHI

Teachers hold
rally to realise
demands

Feb 16 : Non-government

school teachers held a rally

at Shaheb Bazar Bara

Mashjid lo press home

their 15-point demand, re-
ports UNB.

Presided over by
Hossain. the rally was
dressed., amo oth:r:

Hasan A.ﬂ:um B:{
Bakar, Nurul Ilhm and Fazlul
Haque.

The speakers alleged that
step motherly attitude were
shown (o non-government
teachers by the present demo-
cratic government and called
for urgent remedial steps to-
wards removing disparity with
the government teachers.
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TANGAIL

Tk 3.53.¢r
savings
collected

Feb 18 : The district
Savings Department has col-
lected an amount of Taka 3.53
crore during the first half of
the current liscal year, reports
BSS :
An official source said Large!
for 1991-92 had been fixed at
Taka 5.50 crore for the dis-
trict.

Taka 5.85 crore were col-
lected in the district in 1990-
91 while target was Taka five
crore.

FARIDPUR
College annual
sports held

Feb 16 : The annual sports
competition of Yasin
Government College was held
recently at the college
premises, reports BSS,

The sports programme was
inaugurated by Md. Abdur
Rahim, Deputy Commissioncr
of Faridpur.

About sixtyfive students
both male and female partici-

ted in the daylong sports.

handokar Nurul Islam.
Principal of the college dis-
" tributed prizes among the
winners.

BRAHMANBARIA

One held, pipe

gun recovered

Feb 16 : Police arrested a
youngman and recovered a
pipe gun from his
hecre Friday evening. reports
UNI,

Molice sald. while moving
suspiciously in Sherpur Mazar
in the town the miscreant
identiled as Kazal (22) was
challenged by them. At this he

o es = in vain
Later w recovered the

gun from his possession and a
cane hus been lodged In this

connection.

GOFFARGAON

Religious edn
can stop moral

degradation

Feb 16 : A discussion was
held at Haltmabad Hafexzis
Forkania Madrasha premiscs
on F 12 in. memory of
its founder and noted social
worker and politician Maulana
Abdul Halim, who died re-

cently. reports BSS.

The
sided

foundation was
over Maulana
Khan. of the
monthly ‘Madina’. former
Religious Allatrs Minister Mufu
Mohammad Wakkas. Maulana
Shaukat Al. journalist and
writer Faizus Salcheen and
Maulans Emdadul Huq among
others participated in the dis-
m ’

The speakers stressed that
religous educaton can play an
role in preventing
moral degradation in the soct-

toundup
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8 degree
examinees
expelled

Feb 16 : Eight students
were expelled for adopting
unfairmeans in the degree ex-
amination from Chandpur Govi.
College and Kachua centres on
Monday, the first day of exum-
ination, reports BSS.

The examination is on
in all four centres of the dis-
trict peacefully. Strict mea-
sures were taken to check un-
fairmeans in the examination.

NAOGAON

Retd rly
. executive
dead

Feb 16 : Md Ashrafl All, a
retired Deputy Chiel Traffic
Commercial Manager of
Bangladesh Railway and a
noted social worker, died re-
cently after old age allment at
his village residence in
Khattwesar Raninagar in the
district. reports UNB.

Ashral A, B2, left behind
his widow, two sons and host
of well wishers to mourn his
death.

A graduate of Calcutta
Islamia College, he was closely
assoclated with Sher-c-Bangla
A K Fazlul Hagq. Khawaja
Naztmuddin and Netaji Sub-
hash Chandra Bose.

ComMiLLA
Week-long
orientation

training
Feb 16: A two-week-long
orientation training workshop
on Co-operative and Rural

Development for the BCS

(Account and Evaluation) offi-

cers was formally inaugurated

in BARD of Kotbar, Comilla rc-

cently, reports UNB.

K M Tipu Sultan.
General of BARD ope
workshop February 8.

The inaugural session was
addressed among others by
Fazlul Bari. Director. Admin-
istration and Training. Syed
Aminur Rahman, Joint Dire-
ctor. Rural Economy and Abul
Kalam Azad. Assistant Director
Training of BARD.

Fifteen BCS cadres partict-
pated in the training course.

I Hrector

ned the

MAGURA

Procurement of
aman falls short

of target

Feb 16: Aman paddy pro
curement in four u las of

the district has fallen short of
the target. official sources said
here, reports UNB,

The District Food Cont-
roller sald, the target was sel
al 2,000 metric tons of paddy
for the current season, but
only 200 metric tons had been
procured during the last 80
days through six purchasing
centres.

Giving the reason. he said
ame was being sold in
rursl hats and bazars at Taka
270 w 280 per maund while
the government price was
fixed at Taka 245 per maund
including transport cost

BOGRA

Dacoits loot

valuables from

7 houses

Feb 16: Dacofts looted cash
and valuables worth about Taka
3 lakh from 7 houses in

S o o o

Police said a of dacotts
equipped with arms and
other lethal wea stormed
the houses one another in
the upazila headgquarters and
decam with cash and 20
wolas of gold omaments.

»

case has been filed with
the Shibgani police.

E

JH!:.NIDAH Police seized 24 Indian cows on Thursday at Tetultala under sadar upazla.
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_5(_)',(')00 children suffer

from malnutrition

PABNA, Fcb 16-: About
50.000 children of differcnt
age groups have been suffering
from malnutrition and other
discascs in 9 upazilas of the
district. reports UNB.

A survey conducted by the
district administration shows
that malnutrition among the
children have increased to a
great extent following the visi-
tation of recurrcnt [loodings,
droughts and other natural
calamitics during the last few
years which caused severe food
shortage.

The number of child pa-
tients in  the district is
ilm‘ day by day. Children
of the poverty stricken familics
arc facing death. blindness and
other malnutrition related dis-
eascs.

Most of the poverly
stricken children are engaged
in hard work in hotels. restau-
ranis, mills and factorfes with
mcagre wages 1o maintain

their lvelihood.

About 500 poor peuple have
regained their cycsights alter

operation conducted at 6 cye

1{: in the district recently.

ﬂmpl were jointly or-

sed by the Pabna Pioneer
L-hm Club. The Radhanagar
Communily Centre. the Pail-
anpur Ju Kalyan Samity,
Pabna Pourasava and the
Artfpur Boys Chub.

About 6.000 paticnts with
eye complications were pro-
vided [rec treatment and
medicines In these camps.

A medical team of Sirajgan|
eye hospital and local cyc spe-
clalisis cxtended their dssis-
tance to make the camp suc-
cessful.

Indiscriminate cutiing of
trees Jor use as firewood in Uw
brickficlds is gradually desi-
ruying the green veget-ation in
the district.

According 1o ofMicial sour-
cus. there are 57 brickfields in
the district. of them. 45 have

lcgal licences.

Despite the government ban
the brickfield owners have
been burning wood as fuel al-
though a sufficient quantity of
coal was available in the depot
at Ishurdi.

A otal of 2619 metric tons
of coal worth about Taka 10
crore have been laying unsold
at Ishurdi for a long time. A
large quantity ol coal was also
stolen from Lhe depot, the
sourees addced.

A meeting between the
Deputy Commissioner. Upaxila
Nirbahi Officer and bricklicld
owners was held recently in
this connection in which the
DC urged the owners nol to
use wood in the bricklield.

local people urged the au-
thorities to take necessary -

tion against the burning of
woods in the brickficlds and
protect the nature from eto
logical Imbalance.

GAZIPUR: The local
three children near

ple caught two child-lifters with
ice Research Institute, Joydevpur
recently and later handed over to Joydevpur police.
—8tar photo
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Fishermen in
fund crisis

MADARIPUR. Feb 16: Aboit
2000 fishermen in the district
have been [acing problems 10
continue their age-old prules
sfon due to acute shortage of
price-hike ol hshing
appliances, reports UNB.

A fishing boat along with a
ncl now costs at least Tk |
lakh which is beyond the pur-
chasing capacity of the poor
fishermen.

A fisherman told UND that
his ancestral vocation was on
the verge ol decay since huge
funds are now necded to car
out the business. Deels an
pond are being allotted 1o
commercial venlures instcad
of mcmbers of the [ishing
mmnmnily

Tk 20 cr smuggled goods
seized, 341 held

JHENIDAII. Feb 16 llang-
ladesh Rifles scized (on-
truband goods worth about Tk
19.97 crore and arresied 341

rom differenl arcas
in bordering disiricis of
Jhennidah, Jessore, Magura,

and Mecherpur dur:
ing the last year. reports UNH.

Of the total, Th 13.88 crore

smuggied out to India.
The goods included saree.

cloths, cattle. sugar. salt,
crockeries. blade, bicycle,
spares, cosmetics. ganja.

heroin while thouse outgoing

inchudes VCP.VCR, copper
brass. kasha, polyester cloth.
hilsha fish and old garments,

When contacted Comman-
ding Officer, Chuadanga. 1.t
Colonel Mustala Anwar adm-
ftted that smugghing was still
going on but at a slow rate

Replying to a question he
said poverty. unemployment
and vartation of price level be-
tween India a Bangladcsh
mainly accounted lor smug-
gling.

Smugghing could be checked
only with full co-operation
from the local pecople. he
added .

BSS adds: Social Welfare and
Women Affairs Minister
Tariqul Islam has said the
present government had un-
dertaken an ambitious r -
gramme to double the food

production o meet the In-:

creasing demand of the coun-
try.

He said, the Canal Digging
Programme had been inttiated
as a positive and produciion-
ortented system for boosting
agricultural output, developing
pisciculture and draining oul
of stagnant water,

The Minister was addressing
two separate public mecting
arranged iIn eonncction with
inauguration of the Canal

Digging Programmes at Kes-

habpur Upazila of Jessore
district and Kotchandpur
Upazila of Jhenidah district.
Shahidul Islam, MP also spoke
on the orcasions.

About 4,500 acres of land will

be brought under firrigation

and con nily 15,000 tons
of additional crops will be pro-
duced after c tion of the
re-excavation of the six-kilo-
meter long Khozakhali Canal of
Keshabpur and the two-kilo-
meter Jong Shekher Canal of
Kote handpur

Erosion of
Sugandha
engulfs

vast area

~ JHALAKATI, Feb 18 ;: The
river Sugandha has u:m:ll’cd
vast area along West Char
Dapdopia and North Timirkati
belt ol Nalchiti upazila of the
district, reports UNI3.

A large number of familics
have been made homeless by
the continued erosion of the
river. About hundred acres of
land have also been washed

awey.

The homeless families have
moved to Kumarkhali Dazar
and its adjoining arcas. in-
stead of occupying the vas!
char land which has emcrged
on the other side of the river.

The local people urged the
authorities 1o take appropriate
sicps so that they can settle
on the new chars,

The river has also washed
away highways and roads,
causing transportation prob-
lem.

The ferry ghat at Dapdopia
on Barisal-Patuakhali route has
been threatenced. Many shops
and homestecads have gone into
the river.The Dapdopia-
Kumarkhali road has been
damaged near north Tindrkat!
river,

85 pc infants
in city under
EPI

CHITTAGONG. Feb 16:
Eightyfive per-cent of the in-
fants in the Chittagong City
have so far been brought under
cxpanded Immunization
Prugrammc (EPI).reports [1SS.

Mayor of Chittagong City
Corporation. Mir Mohammad
Nasiruddin {naugurated a
workshop of EPl and polio as
chiefl guest at Chittagong Club
here recently.

Organised by Bangladesh
Polio and National
Immunization Committec. the
inaugural ceremony was
presided over by Rtn Abul
Hossain. It was addressed,
amo others by Rin
Iftheckerul Alam. Rin Governor
Prof Jalal U Ahmed. Dr Lutfor
Rahman Talukdar, Dr.Anjuman
Ara Islam.s Miss Marrycorncl.

Mayor Nasiruddin under-
lined the importance of reduc-
ing child mortality rale
through EPI and urged all
non-governmen! and the vol-
untary organisations to come
forward for making the pro-
gramme a success.

Housewife
violated

DINAJPUR. Feb 16: A house-
wifc has allegedly been raped
by her f[actory master in
Birampur Upazila on Wedn-
esday, reports UND.

According to police. DBulbuli.
wife of Abdul Latif of villuge
Diwar in Birampur Upazila
ok a job under Mohsin All
owner ol Ansar Bidi Factory a
few days ago.

Mohsin. Al was trying to al-
lure the housewife for illicit
connection but she refused.
Finding no olher way. he
brought Bulbuli at the resi-
dence of another worker
Ambia, wife of Latif where she
was violated al daggers' point.

A case has been filed with
Lirampur Court in this connec-
thon.

Accomplice*of
Mukim Gazi
arrested

PATUAKHALI, Feb 16: Police
has arrested a notorfous dacoit
"Quddus” -- the terror of the
region [rom Shakhari Bazar
arca of Amtalli Upazila. reports
UNB.

Local sources said, Quddus
was a follower of Mukim Gazi. a

hrtnrdin; to a reporl,
Quddus comes from village
Bashbunia of Galachipa Upazila
in Patuakhali district

lie was wanted by the police
on several charges including
murder, hijacking and launch
dacoity

Pcople
leved over

ofl the area [l re-
the arreat of

Quddus. it s kearnt.
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| Huge CI sheets of
relief in godown

From Our Correspondent

—

RANGPUR. Fcb 16 : Al lcast
670 bundles of Cl sheets have
been lying under lock and key
in the godown of the Reliel
arl Rehabilitation Department
ol Rangpur for more than one
year,

Due to embargo. it could
not be distributed among the
distressed although a deluge
with full furry swept over the
district a few months back
leaving huge familics in untold
sitfferings following vast dam-
ages of standing crops. houses
andl cattichcads.

According te informatien,
those quantities ol reliel tins
were sanctioned for the dis-
trict and recached just before
the fall of the autocratic
Ershad regime. but before its
distribution Ershad was ousted
and the new democratic gov-
ernment stopped fts distribu-
tion putting an embargo and
since then the entire stock
kept within the four walls of
the godowns owned by the
Relief Department .

The district administration,
madce a number of correspon-
dences with the higher author-
itl-:s to releasc sealed stock of

Cl sheets for distribution n
the distressed arcas. Hut the
arithorities concerned did not
yet respond to it

Under the Universal
Primary Education
Programme. about 2 lakh and
45 thousand sets ol
books are being distributed at
free of cost among students of
702 government and 212 non-
government prinury schools in
the district during the current
academic year.

According to Information,
there are over 3 lakh and 25
thousand students arc en-
rolled. of them about 2 lakh
and 40 thousand are regnlarly
attending in the schools.

Work on the con-
struction of 13-kilometre long
road under Growth Centre De-

velo Lt Programme began
at Mithapukur Upazila re-

ul 125 metric tons of
wheat are being spent for the
scheme under the supervision
of the Local Government Engl-
neering Bureau (LGEB).
The road will link Shatibart,
Barobal and Balua Bandar with

uptdllheldqu-nrn

Ramshagar Lake site
deserves improvement

DINAJPUR, Feb 16: Ram-
shagar, the picturesque
artificial lake in Dinajpur
which could otherwise become
a tourist attraction is now in
complete shambles wearing a
forlorn and deserted look,
reports UNB.

Every day during the winter
scason countless [amilics come
here for picnic and also to
enjoy the beauty of nature. But
no move has yct been taken to
makc iL extra appcaling.

The Forest Department
planted some trees in and
around the artificial lake and
built a rest house. '

The Bangladesh Parjatan
Corporation (BPC) took some
land on lease near the lake for
the construction of a motel
and accordingly fund was
allocated.

But in September ‘77 the
fuind was withdrawn and used
for tmprovement of BPC's
moicls al Cox's Bazar.

Till now the BPC s payin
rent for the above site althou
no construction. has been
done;

The watcr area of Ram-
shagar lake falls under the
Fisheries Department which is
promoting pisciculture there.

Prior to indecpendence this
was under the Department of
Livestock and thc oflicials
werce exploiting the water
resource for duck farming.

Apart from the plantation of
trees and construction of some
pienic sheds nothing has becn
done to develop the spot for

tourist resorts.

Local people urged 1hc
authoritics to take initiative for
the development of the site
into an ideal lourist spot.

Arrest of Maksud's

The distriet unit of
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)

demanded immediate arrest of
the  killers of Maksud,

president of JCD. Dinajpur
Government College Unit

In a press conference on
Friday. the leaders said they
would launch movement if the
murderers. were nol brought
to: book.

The leaders also accused
the Chhatra League. college
unit. of committing terrorism
in the hrea. They demanded
restoration of peace on the
college campus.

Syed Jahangir Alam. conv-
enor of the district unit; Mukul
Chowdhury, joint con-venor
and other leaders addressed
the press confe-rence.

Ducoits stormed a house at
Birol Upazila and looled
valuables worth about Taka one
lakh. police said here on
Friclay.

According to wilnecsses. a
gang of armed dacoils entered
the house of Abul. a union
parishad member of Khoyerban
village at about 12 pm on
February 5 and took away
valuables including cash and
gold omaments.

A casc was filed with the
police in this connection.

Proper care needed to
raise bamboo output

CHAPAINAWABGANJ, Feb
16: Bamboo clusters in the
district arc on the verge of
exlinction due 1o indiscrim-
inate felling for domestic use
and rash. reports UNB.

Local people said plantation
was also meagre compared to
the loss resulting from wanton
felling of bamboos,

Thousands of bamboos were
being cul and sold everyday in
the villages of Shibganj.

Nachol. Gomostapur, Bholahat
and Sadar upazilas of the
district,

According to an unofficial
estimatc, al present there are
more than 10.000 bambeo
groves in the district. lul most
ol these groves are in poor
condlition due 1o lack ul proper
nursing. Many of them have
already been destroycd.

The poverty-siricken villag-
ers nut only sell thetr bamboo
but also dig out the bamboo
roots and sell them wo
brick flicld owners or pott

5 sluice

gates to

be constructed

PATUAKHALI. Feb |86
Water Development Board has
Llaken up a scheme o can-
struct five sluloe gales at a cost
of Tk 1.30 crore in Sadar up-
azila in the current financial
year, reporis UNB.

According to olflicial
sources, the programme will
be implemented with the f-
nancial assistance of Asian
Development Bank.

It is gathered that the
scheme will be compieted by
the next financial year.

When at Jeast

5000 ceras ol fand will cuene

under irrigation facilities
which will help wee auddi-

uonal foodgratns in the lueuwl-
ity the sources added.

. Fishery Department has
taken up a programme ol set
up nine fish farms in the dis
trict during the current finan-
clal year.

Atturdink o official
sources, two fish farms each
will be set up in Bauphal,
Mirzaganj and Sadar
and one each in Kalapara.

mmﬂmmmp-m

Besides. M\ Depart-
ment has also n up a
scheme to sanction loans
among the growers. 11 is
leamnt.

A programme has been
whken up w0 800 hectares
of lund in Oalachipa upeazila

_——
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RANGPUR :An orphanage run by
now 36 orphans who are provided with all sorts of requirements.
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the Al-Amin Trust near local cantonment. There are
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Somctimes, bamboo groves are
also destroyed to retain land
for house building purposes.
Due 1o the prevailing
scarcity, the of bamboo
has inl:l'l::l several times
causing untold sulferings to
the poor consumers.
riculture experts said,

ba production can be
increased :lgnlﬂclntly rovi-
ded proper nursing scie-

ntific methods of cultivation

are taken.

Al last 20 tender plants can
grown [rom a cluster

instcad of 2 or 3 plants per

year, they added.

The of bamboo has
ulso rendered about 78 per
cent bamboo artisans unem-
ployed. Due to the exorbitant
price of bambuo they can not
carn profit f[from their
products.

Local people urged the
authorities 1o take measures
for increasing the production
of bamboos in the district.

Price of betel
nut drops

BARGUNA. Fcb 18 : Price of

| betel-nut has registered a
| sharp fall pushing

down the
growers of this cash crop te
mnmhﬁhh
reports UNB.

Growers claimed ;\tﬁ
duttun-tmﬂum-lﬂ
tmported varieties contributed
o this fall. the lowest in five

Ripe betel nuts are now be-
ing sold at a rate leas than half

than that of the corresponding
period of last year.

About 30 per cent people of
Sadar. Amtali, Bamna. Detagl
and Patharghata vpuctlas pur-
chase their food and lﬂ!tr
commodities by betel-
nuts _ from Sep r to
Iecember every yecar

Rice sold here last year at

Tk 10 10 12 per ki according

1o qualily



