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Espionage ring

uncovered 1In

Russia

MOSCOW. Feb 18 : The
Mussian Security Ministry has
nmade a number of arrests after
uneoVering an esplonagc ring
which passcd seerets aboan ~¢
curily maltters te a forcign
state. lar-Tass News Agcoucy
sald. reports AFP.

The agency did not speeily
the cuu imvalved or how
ey were arresiod

at the Rusisian Muusury
of Security ... Have uncovered a
of chtrens who in 199
actively gathered scoret udos
matton ail it woa kn
cign state, ltar-Tass sald. ol -
ing a ministry statement re-
leased Saturday .

One of those arrcsiod in the
case had access o the infor-
Tl foa virtue of his proles-
stonal ties. the agency
added .

Meanwhile MHeuter says |
The Untied States has agreed
w help dentify bones thought
w be those, of Tsar Nicholas (1
and his family. assassinated m
1918, State Department ofli-

The request for help was
put o US Scerctary of State
James Baker. who vistied the
site of the assassination. The
Tesar and his family were exe-
cuted afier the Bolsheviks
scized power in 1917,

The bones, ipoluding some

reports from Bagnio.

cast ol Manila.
A bomb ex

New

for all the attacks.

Reuler.

village ol Paloscy.
The ., Jan
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ino reds raid

Communist rebels exp
raided a poliee statton Samurday night in the southern city of
Davao. killing three people and Injuring 17. police said. AP

berserk a
before he was killed by villugers ncar the north-western
Pakistani town of Peshawar. police said on Saturday. reports

skeletons, are ncatly lakd o
on a bl and nu o al
Russian srnment forensw
nstitute, arc beheved o
be these of the Tsar. hix wilc
three of his live children,
mald. cook and kmily doctor

The Tsar and his family
were killed in the Qasemenm of
a house in Yekaterinburg and
the bodies woere moved oul ol
the Urals city

About 10 years ago. bones,
thought to be their remains,
were discovered In woods 20
km (125 miles) from
Yekaterinburg. But they were
not exhumed untfl a year ago.
presumably out of fcar that it
might anger the ruling com-
munists.

The remains of the Tsar's
son Alexel and one of his lour
daughters are missing.

The house where they were
kilicd was torn down in Lhe
1970s when Leonid Brezhnew
was Sovicl leader.

But a man who wiscs the
return of the monarchy s at
the site almost every day. ex-
plaining the history 1o tourists
and handing out black and
white pictures of Alexet.

Baker. on a tour ol several
former Soviel Republics. vis:
fled the Urals region o tour a
nuclear weapons rescarch fa
tlltt'il. 120 km [75 miles)
South of the city.

m!lice station

three bambs and

The attacks began soon aficr sunset in Davao. the country’'s
third largest eity which is 960 kilomcters (610 miles) south-

ploded in a passenger jecp. killing two people
and injuring 17 others, police said. Bombs exploded soon al
terward at a bus station and the public market. Six suspecied
People’'s Army guerillas also raided a police station on
the outskirts of Diavao. killfng a policeman, police said,

Police blamed Communist rebels

kills 8 in Pakistan:

of the New 'eople's A-um}

shot dead cight peoph:

said the massacre wok place on Friday al the nearby

Agha, carlicr shot and killed a brother-in-
law and wile as wrll as wounding his own spouse on

S

Tuesday. police said. |

Agha hung a copy ol the Quran around his neck when he
wenl on the killing spree on Friday, police added. Later vil-
lage residents surrvunded him and shot him.

Colombian peace talks from Feb 24:

Colombian government officials said on Saturday that pei
talks with Marxist rebels would resume in neighbouring
Venezucla on February 240 local RCN radio reported. siys
Reuter from Bogota. *

The government and rebel negotiators had planned 1o re-
sume talks two wecks ago, but a failed mitlitary coup in
Caracas on February 4 pushed back the staning date.

In recent days Colombian press reports have speculated
that the current round of tulks would begin in the capftal of
Venezucla and then move o either Mexico or Ecuador.

Suspected Sikh militants hurled
politician’s home in India’s Punjab state on Saturday. killing
one person and infuring at lcast 20 others, police said
reports Reuter from Ludhiana.

R K Bedi. the top police officer in Ludhiana. one of 1l
largest cities in Punjab. said six women and 14 men wir
taken to hospital with shrapnel injurics. At lcast one person
was declared dead on armival, he said.

A large crowd of political activists had gathered in the
r of Harnam Das Johar. a candidate for the February

tlons 1o ‘s stale assembly, at the time of the attack.
Bedi said. —_ ' ”

Johar. member of the Congress Party which rules in Delht,
was not at home at the time of the attack. -

M"E)und LOE A.llgEIEB: Turn*nllnl.

s of 20 mph (32 kph) pounded Los Angcles on
Saturday in the third big storm to hit this week, forcing
peopie to evacuale their homes. causing scattered mud shides
and blocking highways. Rcutcr reports from Los Angeles.

Seven people were killed and four are missing in the first
two storms which, caused some of the worst flooding in the
city and surroundings arcas this century. Californta Governor
Pete Wilson estimated damage eaused by the first  two
storms al 23 million dollars.

In Northern California. hundreds of cars. many filled with
people planning 10 spend a holiday week-end in mountain re-
soris, were (rap overnight when a building snowstorm
closed the main [reeway connecting the state to Nortlhern
Nevada. Snowplough rcopened the road on Saturday moming

The storms have comic In the sixth year of a drounght. with
peopl: stfll foreed 10 restrict the 1ix of their water supply for
showers.

Haley's funeral

MEMPIIS (Tenn), Feb 16

19~

Renowned black writer Alex
Haley. who wrute the Pulizer |
Prize-winning novel Roots”.
wis mourned Saturday at a fu-
neral service in his childhood
home near here. reporis AP.
Haley died last Monday of &
heart attack ut age 70.
Some 1.600 people packed
a two-hour secrvice at
Creenwood Christian Metlh:
odist Episcopal Church, where
‘s wile Myran culogized
her band having “the
lhﬂr:y to take ‘the most
mundane subject and turn it
o magic.
. Thank you, Alex. you have
hel us to know who we

are,” she sakd.
irkial was 10 follow the sqr

I s eulogy. George W

Haley spoke about some of the
characters from his bruthers

novel.

Toeresa's
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ALGIERS: Residents buy the marning papers on the Martyr's Square, one day ufter 5 people
were killed in an explosion after shaotout between police and an armed gang 1n the Cashah.
Head line reads=: "Calm in the whele country.”

COLOMBO. Feb 16 : Heavily
armed soldiers launched si-
multancous allacks against
Tamil guerilla targets in
northeast Srt Lanka today.
leaving at least 28 rebe
killed, sccurity sources said,
reporis AFT. 5 18

Troops stormed positions of
the Libcration Tigers of Tamil
Eclam (LTTE) in three villages
in the strategic port district of
Trincomalce and killed 13
militants. sources in the arca
sal.

They said there had been
similar operations in ncigh-
bouring DBatticaloa district.
where 15 suspecied LTTE
maen were killed, There were
ne immediate reports of mihi-

' Heavy attack on Tamil

—AFP

phnhu

28 Tigers killed

Liry casualties.

However, the LTTE killed
15 soldiers In an Ambush on
an army patrol in the same

Richnles’ 5 Mk s mgt

offensive o
siblc. :

Sccurily forées had been
conducting a campaign agalnsl

the LTTE in the castern
province in. the past two
weeks,

A military stalement issued
earlier today satd security
forces had captured two LTTE
bases in the jungles of coastal
Batticaloa district but the mili-
lants fled as troops advanced
o ke the hideouts.
© Meanwhile. a curfew im-
posced in the northern Jalloa

peninsula, the matn st ronghold
of the LTTE., econtinucd
through today and was due 1o
cnd Tuesday. A miilitary
spokesman said there had
been no reports of fighting n
Jaflra

Killer squad plan

Meanwhile Xinhua reporis
LTTE s plan to kil six promnd
nent figures of Se1 Lanka has
been uncovered by the coun-
iry's Natienal Intelligence
Puresas,

Local press today quoted
wp defence offictals as suving
that « killer squad of 10 hard
oore LTTE members were an:
signdd for this dendly mission.

The targets for the killer

LNorth I_(o

rea's N-issue stiﬁ

cotnl

province.
where the LTTE is fighting o

Iran reactivates
military office

in London

LONDON, Feb 16 : ran has
recently “reactivated” jts mild-
tary procurement office in
London despite a continuing
arms embargny against i1, the
Observer newspaper sald fo-

The Observer sald the office
reopened afier the last Brivish
hostuges In Lebanon were re-
leased last year and was staffod
with two-thirds the personnel
it had belore its ¢ re n
1987

The British government has
not officially approved the of-
fice's reopening. the Observer
sald, but the authorities were
aware "that lights are twin-
kling™ in the premiscs again.

The government ordered
ithe procurcment office shat
down afier lran's Revolutionary

"Guards attacked Brifish ofl

tunker in the Gull during the
Irivn -lraq war

-targL ) eté:_

spiad inchade scerctary o the
Defence Ministry, the joint op
crations commander ol g
ernment fordes, the Inspecior-
general of police and the air
force commmander.

The LTVE plan was dis-
closed when 1wo of fts mem-

bers carrying cyanide were

taken into custody in the

ry's nprthern

sct up an independent state-of
mvinority Tamils,

Investigators said that the
LTTE plot was apparently
atmed et thwarting the -
nent millary campaign (o take
over Jaflna. the northern
province's capital which is now
under LTIE «oniroel

. clouds reconcihiation

SEOUL, Feb 16 : North and
Soith Korea will offictally pro-
claim the start of new relations
when their prime minisiers
resumc lalks this week. re

ports Reuler.
But the contentious issue of
the North's nucloar pro-

gramme still elouds reconcil-
lation on a Peninsula riven by
decades of enniity.

South Korcgn Primc Min-
ister Chung Wis‘t- Shik. heading
a 40-member delegation and
accompanicd by 50 reporters.
is due to cross the hevily-
fortificd border on Tucsday for
a four-day Nort-hern visit.

In the Northern capiial
Pyongvang on Woednesday.
Chung and his Nurthern coun-

terpart Yon Ilyong-Muk are
scheduled o exchange sigin«
documenis, putting into prac

tice a non-aggression and rec-
onciliation pact as well as an
accord banning nuclear weap

ons from the Peninsula,

But South Korcan oflicials
have been quick to caution
against hope of smooth im
plementation of the accords.
saying the North has yet to
dispel international conocran
that it is sceretly developing
atomic ns.

"It is both meaningful and
important that the accords be-
come effective. But clear und
visible resulis depend on the
North's attitude towards the
nuclear issuc¢.” a senjor gon

crnment  oflicial saud

i3l

"Our side will strongly urge

the North to rauly its nuelear
saleguards accord as early s
possible and allow inspcctors
access 1o {ts nuclear sites  the

oflicial said.

The North last month
signed the saleguards accord
with the International Aramic
Encrgy Ageney. Bul doubisrr
main about whether inspee-
tions will be permiticd foon.

- "Since the signing. Nerth
Korcans have refused 10 give us
any timelable lor inspections.
This is deepening our wor-
rics.” the official said.

Fighting still
continues in
Mogadishu

NAIRODI Feb 18 - Pighting
continued in Somalia s capital
Mogadishu 1oday aficr a night
of flerce artillery and mortar
battles which apparcntly indi-
caled that a United Nations-
brokered truce had nover been
eflcctive, s AFT.

There was heavy shelling all
night. especially around four or
five this morning. a Nairobi-
based reliefl offictal in conlaet
with Mogadishu by radio said.
“It's a bit calmer this moming
but there are still rumbles.”
the official said.

Representatives of Mogad -
ishu's main two clan-based
warring factions at UN-
modiated talks in New York on
Friday to stop fighting immc-
diately and to #gn a formal
ccusefire later this month.

Princess Diana visits
Teresa homes

CALCUTTA. Feb 16 Mother
nuns welcomed
Bntains Princess Diana into
some of the world's poorest
slums on Sawurday despite
worrics about the health of the
$l-vear-old missionary. re-
ports Reuter.

Mother Teresa had w can-
cel plans to give the Prineess a
personal introduction o her
homes for abandoned children

and the dying in Calcuta
when doclors ordered her o
rcmain under medical care at

the Vatican, nuns said.

Mother Teresa, who was
awarded the Nobel Peace Prizc
in 1979. was able o telephone
a message for her sislers in
Calcutia 1o inscéribe on a greet-
ings card presented o the
Princess, who went ahcad with
a scheduled visit which often
visibly moved her.

"Be one heart full of love, in
the hecart of Jesus through
Mary. God bless you.” said the
MCSsage.

The Princes. ending a six-
diy visit to India. brushed away
tears as the nuns sang to wel-
come her, then spent nearly
three hours talking to children
and clderly men brought from
the city streels into the mis-
slon's care. -

Wiaves ol refugees rom
Lo . disasier amnd war in the
region have swamped Calcutia
over the past few decudes.

The Princes cradled chil
dren whose famtlics had boen
driven to abandon them, and
fed swects 1o an clderly man
whom residents had brought
in after they found him dying
ona pavement

Earlicr the Princess visited
a leprosy hospital. patting the
foot of a 12-year-old girl wliose
tocs had been amputated.

The Princess's  visit 1o
Mother Teresa's best-know
mission, founded for decades
ago 1o give people from the
bottom of India's social hierar-
chy a dignificd place to dic. al-
tracted onc of the largest
crowds she has drawn in Lkl

13 Indonesians
drowned In

boat capsize

KOTA KINABALU. Malaysia.
Feb 16: Thirteen Indonesians
were drowned after their boat
capsized In rough waters oll
Malaysia's Sabah state on
Borneo island. police said to-
day. reports Reuter.,

II -
et i

CALCUTTA: The Princess of Wales, talks with a patient at

|

&

the mission of Mother Tere<a's Mi<sionaries of Charity.

— AFP photo
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" PLO attack to affect
peace talks : Arens

JERUSALEM. Feb 18
Isracll Delence Minister
Moshe Arens indicated on
Saturday the attack on an army
camp in which three soldiers
were killed may aflect Arab-
Isracli peace talks. reports
Reutler. Arens blamed the
icader eof the Palestinian
liberation Organ-isation (PLO).
Yasscr Arafat. for the attack.

“Along with the of
sirategic aspects the at-
lack) there's no doubt that a
diplomatic probe will be made
into the role of Yasser Arafat in
the peace process while at the
same tme he deals in terror-
ism. “Arens sadd on lsrael ra-
chies.

I think the conclustons
that emerge are that we're
ulking about the organisation
of Yasser Aralat, “he said.

Three men armed with
knives axes and a pitchiork
slipped imto an army camp on
Saturday and stabbed 10 death
three soldiers

It was the bloodiest allack
on soldicrs in an army camp
since a Palestunian fNew into
Inrael frosm Lebanon on a hang-
ghider in 1987 and killed <ix.

Arens sald the allack was
aimoed at sabotaging the prace

Pflﬂ TSR

Yeltsin vows to
push Israel for
concession

TUNIS. Feb 16 : Russian
Presidend Boris Yelisin in a
kiter to PLO Chatrman Yasser
Aralat Saturday. vowed his
country and others would push
Inwrther 1o force concessions
from Isrucl. reports AFP

Russtr “will pursue s el
foris witly the United Siates
and ilw other pariners in the
PCEi s PIroeeas

The Buily Sbar *

“We have nu doubt that the
PLO's mainstream Fatah and

Israeli planes
raid Palestinian
refugee camps

EIN IBRAHIM. lsrael. Feb

army camp In
hacked 10 death threec sol-
diers. reporis AP.

A bricl statement from the
Israc military did not give a
reason for the atiacks on the
Ein El-Hilwe and Rashdiyeh
camps. but said 'the largeis
belonged to Fatah'

Fatah, the mainstream fac-
tion of the Palestine Liberation
Organization, was accused by
Israch Defense Minister Moshe
Arens of mounting the attack
on the army camp.

The attackers were Pulest-
inlans or Isracli Arabs who
attacked as the victims in
a base nesar the occu
Bank. army ofMclals said

- Off the Record

Better gift than
greeting cards

NORTH PLATIE: Hoger Brucketl gol a better gift than
greeting cards and candy on Valentine's Day. His gift was a
son, and Brackett helped deltver him on the lving -reom

floor. re

AP. ;
[‘h"ﬂrﬁll"l girliriend, Patricia Craghcad. woke him up early
Friday and saked if hg was ready 10 have a baby. Hall asleep.

Bracketl prepared

o the hospital, but Creghead's con-

tractions quickened to just scoonds apart.
They called 911 and police dispaicher Dee Fraser talked

Brackett through deltvering Ryan.

ounce boy 26 minutes later,

a healthy, 8B-pound. 8-

Participating in his son's birth was "the best and worst ex-
purience of my entire life”. Drackett said

'King of the Sanwis'
for Jackson

KRINJABO. lvory Coast : Michacl Jackson, wuring Africa o
make a film. wus crowned “King of the Sanwis™ on a golden
throne Saturday in an lvory Coast village. reports AP.

Four young, bare-breasted women fanned Jackson, who
wore an orange shint and black pants and donned a traditonal
yecllow-orange robe during the ceremony.

Kings and chiefs from nearby villuges joined Krinjabo vil-
lagers in ccicbrating Jackson's honorary enthronement.
Elders chanted incantations as they poured gin on the dry
ground to honor the memory of the village's ancestors.

Jackson said. "thank you." afier accepting his crown and a
long golden chain.

The singer is on a wur of Alrica’ 1o make a flm called
Rejurn to Alrica.’

First couturier to get
Academie Beaux-Arts

PARIS : Pierre Cardin on Wedinesday became the first cou-
turier to be elected 10 the Academic des Beaux-Arts. one of
five sections ol the French Institute, re AP,

The 69-year-old French designer took the place kelt vacant
by the death of actor Merre Dux.

Cardin. who founded his fashion house in 1949, received
the Legion d’honneur in 1974. He holds numberous awards
for his design work. which has touched everything from
men's and women's [ashion to housewares.

The French Institute honors lifelong achievement in vari-
ous domains, including science, medicine and the arts.

$12,100 hat

NEW YORK : A collector who earlier paid 220,000 dollar
for the gun Jack Ruby used to kill Kennedy assassin Lee
Harvey Oswald spent another 13. 420 dollar of the hat and
shoes Ruby worc that day, reports AP.

The gray hat with a black band was seen by millfons of TV
viewers when Ruby rushed [rom a crowd en November 24,
1963. and shot Oswald.

“Jack Ruby” is imprintcd on the inner hat band.

The hat fetched 12,100 dollar Thursday night from the
anonymous New Jersey collector who the gun at auc-
tion in December, said Hermun Darvick, » ran aucuon.

The collector paid dirs 1.320 for the shoes.

Baker holds talks

Cory orders military cadets to .ﬁ'tay neutral in polls

BAGUIO, Philippines. I'eb
16 : President Corazon Aquino
ordered graduating military
cadcts to ptay ncutral
in the May 11 clections during
commencement cxercises al-
tended by candidates she has
E:Priumlly cndorsed. reports

Mcanwhilc. Communist in-
surgents thrcatened 1o attack
politiclans “with established
machinerics for the purpose of
fravd and terrorism.” Earlier.
suspected Communist rebels
exploded three bombs and
raided a police station in the
southern city of Davao. killing
three and injuring 17.

During ocommencement
ceremonies here at  the
Philippine Military Academy,
Aquino told the 198 graduaitcs

| that they face “an important

test of your commitment to
democracy” in the forthecoming
elections.

I reiterate my instructions
o you all in the (military) 1o
remain nculral as you ensure
honest, orderly and peuceful
elections, “ she  said. “1 will
brook no disobedience. | re-
mind you too of your solemn
duty in the smooth translcr of
power on June 30, (092"
when Aquino leaves office,

Despilc the appeal for neu-
trality, banners supporting
Mrs. uino's personal fa-
vorite. former Dclfense Secr-
etary Fidel Ramos. could be
secn along the road leading 1o
the academy. located on the
outskirts of Baguio about 210
kilometers (130 miles) north
of Manila.

Ramos, his vice presidential

runming mate. Cebu Gaov.
Emilio Osmena, and their 24
Scnate candidates also al-
tended the graduation. Ramos
and Osmena shook hands with
graduating cadcts as they left
the, podium after receiving
diplomas from Aquino.

Academy sources said
Hamos, a West Point graduale
and  former military chiel of
stafll. had asked 10 be allowed
on the podium with Mrs.
Aquino: DBut the graduating
cadets turned down the re-
quest because Ramos s a pres-
idential candidate.

Although Ramos was a ca-
reer soldier, he is a controver-
stal fgure within the 150.000-
member Armed Forees of the
I‘hlliprtnt‘n. Critics accused
him of practicing lavoritism in
promotions and of other irreg-

ularities. which the Aquino
government  promised 1o
cradicale.

Aquino tok office in the
1986 uprising which toppled
the late President Ferdinand
Marcos. Ramos, a cousin of
Marcos, helped lead the upris-
ing and then supporied Mrs.
Aquino against armed chal-
lenges [rom military dissi-
denis.

Signiflicant numbers of
Philippine Military Academy
cadels supported coup at-
templs in August 1987 and in
December 1989,

The attacks Saturday night
in Davao, the country's third
lirgest ety 960 kilometers
(610 miles) southeast of
Manila. began soon alter sunset
when a bomb exploded in a

passcnger jecp. killing two

people and injuring 17 others.
Police blamed Communist

rebels lor all the attacks.

War of widows

AFP reports: Former First
Lady Imelda Marcos expecis a
"War of the widows” with
President Corazon Aquino who
she claims will enter the
Philippine presidential race in
place of her preferred candi-
date Fidel Ramos, #

°I think it's going 1o hap-
pen.” the widow of deposed
dictator Ferdinand Marcos said
in a wrillen statement, adding
that Aquino would throw her
hat into the ring because for-
mer Defence Secretary Ramos
Is & "weak comtender.”

Aquino has ruled out scek:
ing @ new six-year lerm. but

conceded last week that she
was concerned over a possible
return to power of candidales
associated with the Marcos
dictatorship.

The statement was inter-
rupted by some observers herc
as indicating that she doubled
the chances of Ramos, whom
she had anointed ahead of
House Speaker Ramon Mitra as-
the ruling struggle for a demo-
cratic Philippines (LDP) party
presidential candidate.

The eight-cornered May 11
presidential race also inchades
Aquino's estranged Vice-
Presidbnt Salvador Laurel, her
estranged cousin and Marcos
ll}y Eduardo Cejuangci, the
left-of-centre Senator Jovilo
Salonga. movie actor-turned-
Senator Jaseph Estrada. and
Miriam Santiago.

with Uzbek
President

TASHKENT, Uszsbekistan,
Feb 16 : US, of State
James baker held talks on
Saturday witly hardline Uzbek
President Islam Karimov, the
central Asian leader leader
most likely to resist pressure
for economic and political re-
forms, reports Reuter,

Baker. on a tour of predom-
mantly Muslim former Soviet

repitblics. is trying to draw the
newly-independent states

closcr to the west and dilute
the influence which fundamen-

Lalist Iran hopes to exereise in

Ilis trip aims to the
groundwork for formal U.S
rceognition of the republics of
Uzbckistan, Turkemvistan, Taji-
kistan and Ascrbaljan.



