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A section of the International community,
especially the United Nations High Commission
Refugees (UNHCR), have started rushing
reliel to Rohingya refugees, a move that imme-

raises what had been so [ar regarded
a bilateral border problem between Myanmar
Bangladesh to the international level.
is brings about a qualitative change in the
situation.

In making an initial grant of $100,000 and.
what's more, in despatching a high-level mission
to study the situation on the spot. the UNHCR
has, in effect, responded to an appeal for assis-
made by none other than Bangladesh
Foreign Minister ASM Mustafizur Rahman who
has been quoted by the chiefl of the UN body as
saying that his country was lacing a "grave situa-
tion".

At this moment. the grave situation primarily
relates to the hardship (aced by the refugees and
the increasing inability of the authorilies In
Bangladesh to provide them with shelter. food
and clothings. In this context, we also have, for
the first time, the number of Rohingyas. esti-
mated at 100,000 in a press report from Paris,
who have already poured into Bangladesh, while
another report puts the number of refugees arriv-
ing every day at the average ol 1.500. Meanwhile,
there are reports of starvation as well as of cases
of diarrhoea and malnutrition, a situation that
might get worse with the start ol the rainy sea-
son. Indeed. the situation is getting oul of con-
trol.

What are the political implications of the
worsening situation? In the first place, the
government has been proved wrong in (s
optimism — or calculation, as one may put it —
that the problem can be resolved at the bilateral
level in a spirit of good neighbourliness. Here,
fault clearly lies with Myanmar. However, our
officials should take some blame for their inabi-
lity to monitor the situation elfectively and,
indeed, for their failure to understand the
thinking of the military junta in Yangon. The
repeated postponement of the visil of Myanmar's
Foreign Minister Ohn Gyaw to Bangladesh
provided Dhaka with a clear enough signal ol the
increasing non-cooperation of Yangon. which is
{further compounded by foreign press reports of
continued mobilisation of Myanmar troops along
the border and Increased persecution of
Rohingyas, thus forcing them to run for salety

into Bangladesh.

Myanmar has crealed an untenable situation
which we should f[ace without taking up a
defensive posture. The inlernational opinion is
very much with Bangladesh. There is, therefore,
no need for Dhaka even to speculate about an
armed conflict to resolve the issue. However,
while maintaining our commitment to peace,

we must nol be pushed around or taken lor
granted. On the other hand, it is quite probable
that Myanmar is deliberately provoking a
confrontation with Bangladesh In order to
divert the attention of its people [rom its inter-
nal crisis. Taking this possibility into account,
we must handle the situation with care, caution
and dignity, and maintain our rapport with the
international community.

A Salute to Osmany

The nation remembers Muhammad Ataul
Ghani Osmany, the supreme commander of
our Liberation War, on the eighth anniversary
of his death. His exploits in our war of in-
depen-dence marked by steadfastness and
unflappa-bility in times of great challenges of
disorga-nisation and frustration, proved Iins-
tru-mental in keeping the Bangladesh military
efforts not only shipshape but also worthy of
forcing a win in an unequal war — which it did.
It must be remembered that he presided over
the military affairs of the Liberation War, when
things were well nigh anarchic in that sector, and
led it to ultimate victory.

His military achievements were more
than matched by his unflagging efforts to
realise a democratic and prosperous Bang-
ladesh. He proved the last recourse, being
above controversy. in resolving state and poli-
tical crises that proved beyond dissipation
until he inter-vened. Osmany was, and is. an
institutionalised personality to remember and

follow.

The nation’s grateful remembrance of this
hero who was universally known as Mr Upri-
ght. however, underlines the tragedy thal
the occasions to remember the people from
whom he took his orders — mainly Tajuddin
Ahmed, the Prime Minister of the provisional
govern-ment at Mujibnagar, among other
towering leaders, — pass rather unnoticed by
the nation. primarily in the absence of any
commemoration by the state they created.
Our respects and gratitude to General Osma-
ny's yeoman service in the Liberation War
would have been more genuine had all the leaders
of the Liberation War, including the supreme
leader of the political struggle that gave birth to
it, — were remembered f{ittingly and formally by
the state.

A patriot by heart, he was also a democratic in-
spiration, by and large. We salute the memory of
General Osmany's indomitable spirit in war and
uncompromising political posture in time of
peace.
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A ROLE FOR A NON-PARTISAN FORUM

Consensus Alone Can Resolve Divisive Issues

HETHER one nces # as fragmentation
or as a new polurisation. a number of
trends, now setl in motion, are lkely
to produce significant changes on the politcal
scenc of the during the

hot summer, The overall scenarto at the end
1992 would look guite different from
what we had seen at the of the year.

Al this momenl. two major lopments
arc iclentified.

The one relutes to the move aimed ul
setting up some Kind of @ working relationship
among the left-ortented parties and groupings.
inside and outstde the L

The second one ich has evoked more
immediate interest of the media than the first
one is the establishment of a Forum of
a group ol like-minded politiciuns and tntelh-
tuals. which may eventually emerge as a spectul
interest lobby that speaks oul on national
problems. trying to influence both public opin-
ton and policies of the government

Alongside these two major developments. a
few other issucs will be gaining increased

noee.
m way or another. the fale of Colam
Azam. the so-called Emir of the Jamaat. will
have 10 be decided, with the fundamentalist

party all set 10 make some tical capital no
matter how the issue is setiled. True, ﬂ'!'ﬂ'
ernment may prefer to sit on it as long as

sible. with the country putting up with the
untenable situation in which one of iis
political partics is being led by a foreigner,

For the BNP administration, it looks very
much likc a “no win” situation.

Then, a decision may be taken. perhaps at
the ncxt Sangsad session. on the Indemnity
(Repeal) Bill. another divisive issue which. in
the cxtisting political climate, hardly offers
prospects for a widcly -acceptable solution.

To the vpposition Awami League (AL) and.
indeed. to the Jattya Party (JP) which will be
fighting for a comeback 1o the mainstream pol-
itics during this year, all this adds w the

poviplasg s sl iunes

of the rnment of Begum
Ba. On s own part, the BNP adminis-

trution will down its difficulues
and do that be interpreted as a
concession o

opposition.

With their short-sighted partisan policies.
netther BNP nor AL n:l::dtl-tﬂ-lu
secn a8 a predicament t mintstralion
is. in effect, a predicament for the country as a
whole,

Then., when we add o It such chronic

the seenarto of a national ertsis, ut i s 0 cni-
sis thut the admintiratinn should not play

x_‘aH_I']

industrial sector or in the feld of joint
veniures with foreign entreprencurs.

How does one bring about a change in the
situation and in averting the national
erisis of the kind we sec in the ?

The answer lies, at least partly. in the entry
of new into the political scene in the
country, in the infusion of new ideas and In. so
to speak. a new of forces within
the parllament as well as in the wider national
arcna.

This is why this writer, for one, welcomes
the of the setting of a Forum of like-
mined politicians and intellectuals. commfticd
o the principle of national consensus en fun-
damcenial problems of our time  This is alse

ABROAD

dowii und Lhe oppusiton shonld ma ghoal
b .

At this stage. 1t Is hard 10 anticipatc where
and how this crists will hil the pation mosL
Putl one can make somc guesses,

in the fArst . it will be the economy

. As we have
rt sirthe. nothing
scems easier in this country than o call a na-

thon-wide work in an essenttal seclor
of the al the cost of crores every day
and then win new concesatens [rom the

administration., which again cost additional

cerures of taka from Lhe country's dwindling.

precariously -balanced resources.
in such a sftuation. it s not only difficult for
the government. no matter which party leads
il to win the credibility of the private sector
within the country bul also virtually imposafbile
o make a strong case for foreign investment.
The impact of such a national crisis on

other areas of development. especially odua-
tion. may also be just as serfous as 1t s in the

wihy wo louk upsn e pruspects ks a working
allunce among leflt-ortenicd partics with
intcrest.

To start with. what should the proposed
Forum do to take up a useful role?

The strength of the Forum would le in s
credibility as much as in its ability to convince
all concerned that it has no Interest In
emerging as an organisation aspiring. for
power. However, #t should be conversant with
the mechanics of power in order to influence

public opinfon and government policics.

It is important for the Forum to be broad-
bascd enough o Include In it not only pcrsons
who are or were associated with the Awami
League bul also others who were or still are
close 1o DNP. Afler all. the Porum should be In
a position (o maintain a continuous dialogue
-ﬂthhnihﬂrmhmﬁrryllﬂﬂwwm

This means that the Forum should not give
the timpression of being an intellectual exten-
sion of Awami Leaguc nor a platform of those
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who have [allen out with the
ship of the opposition

reason why it should be as
uﬁhmﬂhump-iﬁrhm
nationa! charactor,

Al this stage. it i~ hard ko outsiders 1o dis-
cuss the possible modus operandi of the
Forum. However. next to its credibility. its
sirength should be in iis knowledge and
expertise about prublems facing the country
and of thetr solutions. In order to gain
this k . and expertise. #t should wourk
closcly with non-governmental organisations,
and. in Umc. sct up its own think-tank.

Yet. let there be no mistake aboul it the
Forum must indeed have a strong pelitical
dimension. h should be able to take wup
pusitions on complex issues. such as campus
vivlence or forcign relations, from a national
point of view

Judging the names of leading Agures of
the Forum. published in the media,
it seems the taiton of the platform in
the parllament may well be mintmal or

non-existent.

Here, a working relationship between the
Forum and the alllance of left -or-
ented partics the Sangsad should serve
as an casential element in the new pularisation
in our politics.

if such a working relationship gains mo-
mentum. political partics within the Sangsad.
the ruling pa as well as the opposition
groupings. may feel obliged to lake up more
social issues than they do leday. not in
rhetorics but in terms of hard lacts, realities
and a genuine national commit ment

If we are able to create this new chimate
with the media playing iis due role. it many
eventually
arrive al netlonal conscnsus on current divisive
E.:!Ith;-l Issues and. in the process. make the

st of our democratic system. The alternative
is nothing short of & national disaster The
choice s ours.
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German Mayor wants Greater Afro-Asian Links

German citles onc

tnhn tant in ten is an im-
migrant., so there might
scem to be nothing different
about the provincial capital ol
Baden-Wurttemberg., Arabic
and Turkish newspapers are
sold at Stuttgart's central
station which is topped by a
Mercedes cmblem,
symbolising the industry which

lured so many gucst-workers
from the Balkans and
elsewhere,

In the tourist office | met’
an Egyptian manager. while my
chambermaid in the Hotel
came from Peru. In the city-
centre demonstrators hand oul
leaflets. warning against
Rassenhass — hatred of for-
eigners. The past year has scen
a wave of attacks on forcigners
all over Germany, leading to
the death of a student rom
Ghana and a Mozambican
refugee.

Stuttgart. however. has so
far escaped any such incidents,
and there is a good reason ac-
cording to deputy mayor.
Gabriele Muller-Trimbusch.
whose liberal FDP party wants
Germany to keep iis frontiers
opcen.

Said Muller-Trinbusch : "We

ASHINGTON — One
year after US and

coalition warplanes lit
up the night sky over

in the opening attack In
Operation Desert Storm, the
balance sheet on the Gulf War
for the United States is any-
thing but clear,

While polls show that about
two-thirds of public opinion
here still consider the war a
"great (US) victory”, 1t also
secems strangely irrelevant to
the present tical climate,

Despite sident George
Bush's efforts to refocus atten-
tion unh“'uhlngtnn s most
successful mili campaign
since World wml. the elec-
torate appears far more preoc-
cupied with the uncertain [ate
of the US economy with which
Bush's own re-election
chances next November are

now tightly bound.

In fact, the media devoted
considerably more attention to
Bush's recent trip to Japan,
where he entreated his hosts
for help with economy. than
with the celebration of the
first lnnh'en.uy of last year's

war
Yet th:rt itt]l: doubt that

events Stut

by John Burke writes from Stuttgart

With over 800 attacks on immigrants in 1991, Germany is gripped by fears of neo-Nazism.
For the ruling Chri-stian Democratic Union party the solution would be to limit asylum,
but in the same CDU is the mayor of Stuttgart who views the Third World refugee problem
differently. Gemini News Service reports on the attitude of Manfred Rommel on the issue of

immigration.

have very good relutions with
immigrants. Stuligart pl-
oncered race reladons in West
Germany 20 years ago.”

At a reception for ethnic
leaders and social workers o
mark a multicultural week of
tgart's lord mayor,
Manfred Romme! gave a
glimpse of his views on Third
World immigration.

His progressive views came
as a su . not just because
his own CDU party is against
immigration, but because his
father was Hitler's mos! fa-
mous general. Field-Marshal
Erwin Rommel was forced o
commit suicide after faili
overthrow Hitler — events
Manfred. then aged 15 — re-
members.

Now aged 64, he wuent tw
Cairo in 1979 — which lus fa-
ther had tried to capture — 1o

make it one of Stutigart's 12
twin-lowns.

Manfred Rommel. a former
lawyer, behieves that Germans
mistrust the word
‘multicultural’ and his main ef-
forts for good international re-
lations are in Stutigart ftsell.

The lord mayor said that
the word * r' should not
apply to immigrants' children
bom in . and he noied
that Britatn and the United
Stales gave nationality
antomatically to those born on
their soll

Rommel said : “In Stuttgart
30 per cent of children are of
non-German parcntage and the
figure is higher in some other
citics. We may well thank this
addition to the labour-force by
the year 2020 when one per-
son in five will be a pensioner.
The proporuon of people of

non-Cerman orgn s bound e
increase.”

lie said: “We have gol over
our fear of foreign cooking. so
it is high time that our brains
became as clever as our stom-
achs. We Germans are good al
details, but we still have much
to learn in such big things as
war and pcace as well as envi-
ronmenial problems or social

Justice.”

Rommel would prefer the
question of immigration to be

handled by the European
Community. although he
inted out ; "I am not in
avour of what is called

Fortress Europe with a cordon
round {ts borders.” Nor could
he totally agree with those who
said that the way to halt immi-
gration into western Europe
was by tackling economic
problems in the developing

countrics the maelves

Pointing vutl that this was
only a parttal solutton. Rommel
noted : "In some Arab coun
triecs more than hall of the
population is undcr 20 voars of
age. And there are not going W
be enough jobs in the Middie
East for those talented young-
sters, 8o they will seck oppor:
tunities clsewhere.. Europe
may not ltke immigration; but
totally isolating this continent
simply would not work.”

Rommel said by 889 in
(West) Germany there were al-
ready one millon refugees and
cvacuees, while in the pasi
ycar almost 200,000 people
have sought asylum. He admits
that the situation Is an enor-
mous national problem and
that, as pressurc mounts Lo
change constitutional rights
hare, the issuc will have to be

Gulf: The Post-war Balance Sheet

US President George Bush's decision to go to war against Iraq last year may have changed
the world in many ways, but perhaps not in the ways intended or desired by Washington.
Jim Lobe of IPS reports.

Bush's decision to go to war
one ago. as well as the
later collapse of the Soviet
Union, have transformed the
world in many ways — but per-
haps not in the ways intended
by Bush when, two hours in
the war, he proclaimed a nﬂr
world order” that might be
born after its conclusion.
Never very clear about what
he meant by that phrase. Bush
sometimes
strengthe role for the
United Nations, guided by in-
ternational law. At other times,
he evoked a "Pax Americas”. As
he exuited at a military base in
the middle of the war, "what

le the United Nations
appears to have from
conflict with increased

power, especially an enhanced
ability to intervene in the in-

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters

are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’'s real name, signature and
address.

Fuel price and bus
fare

Sir, The recent country-
wide transport strike secmcd
to me as a deeply-rooted
mechination towards dwin-
dling the economy of the
country. With improvement of
the value of Taka vis-a-vis for-
eign currencies. smugglers
and anti-state elements are
suspected to be active and may
be they were behind the scene
of this strike. It has become
the talks of the town especially
among the sensible transport
managers/conductors and
owners that the strike might
had been hatched by fun:lfn
agents to pave Lhe way

smuggling diescl/peirol ofl
from Bangladesh.

We demand that the fucl
price should be linked with ac-
tual fare reduction in any case.
Earlier the transport owners
virtually did not reduce the
fare although the Government
reduced the fuel price.

We also demand an urgent
legal action against autocrat
fare selectors and fllogical fare
charges an urgent legal action
against autocrat fare selec-
tors.and illogical fare chargers.
Bus fare in Dhaka is certainly
higher in the world by any
standard.

Vox Populi

ted a much- ,

ternal aflairs of member states,
there is so far little evidence
that international law is the
NeEw wWave.

That was bro t home
s Pricden: M

rtuguese nt Mario
Soares politely that
Bush was a "double
standard” in his commitment
to liberate Kuwait, compared
with his lack of concern about
East Timor, which has been
invaded. annexed, and re-
pressed by Indonesia since
1975.

As for Pax Americas, it
scems to have resided only in
the imaginings of neo-conser-
vative sectors obsessed with
visions of a W -domi -
nated ‘unipolar ;

It certainly fafled to take
account of the weaknesses in
an economy unable to sustain

Sir, An Egyptian clected as
the new Secrciary General of
the United Nations Organiza-
tion — is the first Alrican ever
to be made the chicl exccutive
of the 166-member world bo-
dy. And, of course. with more
representation from the Third
World, if it is so achieved. Lhe
UN obviously would play a
beticr role for the majority of
ity members.

Ever since f{ts creation,
UN's contributions in all dis-
ciplines have been greatly ben-
eficial to mankind and in many
Instances are milestones in ad-
vancing civillzation. Some of its
recent decisions on explosive
issues such as Korea. Vietnam,
and Kuwait can be regarded as
the deterrents to the Dooms-
day. After UN assisted inde-
pendence of Namibia, the

burdens in shoul-
dcred du the Cold War, a
point which was manifest
when Washington insisted that
its European. Japanese, and
Gulf partners meet the costs of
the war.

"Superpowers pay their own
way.” was the observation
of nnluumllt w Pfafl at

the

Wllh n's inability to
impose and its will on
Ih: post-Gulfl world is now
clear. Unable to stop

Germany
from recognising Croatia and
raising interest rates, or Japan
from investing in Vietnam,

Bush cannot be considered the

leader of a global hegemo
The greatest eflfects

war, of course, have been felt

currcnt UN peace processces in
Cambodia. Palestine. Yugosla-
via, and Central America arce all
the more promising.

Having accomplishcd so
many turning points in the
20th ¢entury, the UN has in-
stilled confidence in the hu-
manfity to address increcasing
emphasiy on the enrichment
of human qualities. improve-
ment of living conditions and
ensuring sound life for Muture
generations, among the most
preferred issues. Because op-
timum basic needs of the
carthlings replacing materials
that are detrimental 1o decent
development of human beings
have to be guaranteed for a
prosperous habitat.

As an inftial measure toward
a pore jusiifiable world order,
a review ol veto privileges of
the superpowers may be nec-
essary with respect 1o human

'fact Bush appears

As Democratic presidential
candidates and cartoonists
here never fail to point out.
Iraqi President Blddnm
Hussein remains in power,
to find ln
exasperating that leaks about
new covert-action plans to
bring about his definitive
ouster have become a pre-
dictable monthly news item.

And while Iraq ability to
threaten its urs has
been sharply reduced, the
Pentagon itself admits it has
not vanished.

Meanwhile, 's de-
feat, the destruction of much
of its infrastructure, and the
post-war civil war have tilted
the balance towards
Iran, which, thanks to a re-
ported multi-billion-dollar
arms buildup and recent ac-

tions in Sudan. is now said to

rights as well as 1o cstablishing
equal status of member stafes
in the world forum. The Se-
eurity Council. depending on
the changed global scenario,
should now consider Germany,
Japan. Spain. and India as its
permaneht members on the
basis of econo-poliiical sig-

nificance rather than of mi

Htary power. if the existence of
Security Council is essential in
the UNO structure. Above all,
an independent administrative
territory for UN lieadquaricrs
under its own jurisdiction may
be more productive cgpecially

in implementing peace [aster
in the multipolar world.

Of late, specially following
the Gulf War, the organisation
has come up assertive with is-
sues unhke its previous drag-
ghing role. It s time 1t should
asscrt more with s position
anel role in mitigating many an
old problems still confronting

debated calmly without hyste-
ria of F.rlillrhinl

He added “we have taken
un all-party decision 1o accept
refugees so long as the legal
situation requires it although
it is a heavy financial burden;
and the time may come when
cities Hke ours can no longer
cope However, we have long
term plan for sccommoduting

seckers of asylum cheaply

He said that people
protested  if they were put
anywhere near schools or
housed In gymnastums. There
was also a risk of incidents i
as many as 30 were put In an
apariment-block. So the city
wis planning 1w builld prefabr
caled villages, cach with al
least 250 people In them so as
to fulfil the monthly quota of
200

Mcanwhile. Rommel (s
continuing his twinning of
Stuttgart with cities abroad.
Lodz in Poland is to be fol-
lowed by Shave Zion in Israel,
Other citics include
Strasbourg. Bombay, Menzel-
Bourguiba in Tunisia, Brno in
Czechoslovakia. and two
British towns — Cardiflf and St
Helens.

be causing grave concern in
Israel and the Gulf states, the
same countries most threat-

ened by lraq ene year ago.

Still, the Bush administra-
tion points to the successful
launch last fall of the Arab-
Israeli Middle East peace con-
ference and the recent release
of all US hostages held in
Lebanon as evidence of the un-
precedented influence
Washington is now said to en-

joy in the region

But critics warn that influ-
ence be fleeting. both be-
cause peace process is
likely to be protracted and be-
cause major cleavages within
the Arab world — between rich
and poor and populist Islamics
and traditional authoritarian
elites — that were exposed by

‘the crisis are simply not being

addressed.

Indeed, the economic and
psychic wounds inflicted by
the war on the nal body
politic may act remder it
more unstable and more anti-
Western that it was before US

s lit up the skies over
ad one year ago.

some its members, 1o the ul-
timate welfare of humanity.

M Rahman
Zila School Roacl

Mymensingh.

Mother

Sir. | received a note from a
mother appreciating one of
letters on "mothers” published
in your column recently. She
also left a note for dissemina-
tion which reads- * A mother
is a mother who never craves
for any return for her love and
service and who always strives
hard to adjust hersell with any

situation whether adverse or’

exira-ordinary without any
complaint. What a mother ex-
pects is a sound family where
love and affections are the
main source of inspiration for
ving.”

M, Zahidul Hoque
Assistant Professor,

Agricudtural College
| ¥weddora

become less and less difficult ta -

il



