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impose Urdu upoun

by Ekramul Kabir

“Vinnah had his own interpreted reasons 1o days were politically conacious as they

were in

us. but there was no wuy we  those days. 1t seemed to touch the core of her

could accept #t°, said Dr Halima Khatun while being as she said. “Yes. they are — but all of

she was asked by The Daily Star to stir her them are group-conscious. It
memories of the Language Movement.

Dr. Halima Kha-
tun. the prescnt
director of Institule
of Educational Res-
earch. was a student
of English Depart-
ment atl Dhaka Uni-
versity during the
scorching days ol
1952; and was a
committed partici-

in her characler
when describing
February 21. 1952.
Her memory flashed
back o her wenage
when she in-
volved hersell in
ant-British demon-
sirations also.
When she was
qucstioned why
being a lemale. she
assoctalcd herselfl in
such activities, she

answered that firstly
it was a desperaic

prove hersell in a way

procession. But many

taken.
One impo

broke through

verification.

In her time, female participation in any
socio-political aclivities was a taboo. She spoke
of the family and soctal obstructions which kept
females away from the movement. "But it was a
who lived in residential

4 lot caster for us
dormtiorics.” she said.

When she was asked il the students now-a-

what was expected cqually
of a man. She revealed how the female s ts
ted 1o adhere to Bangla and what was

r contribution on 21st February, 1952. Her
task was to amass the school girls from
and from Anwara Khatun School

which was then called "Muslim Girls' High
School”. The sehool authority locked the gate
and prohibited the students o take part in the
enthusiastic girls
the parade leaping over the wall. Dr Khatun had
o g through a great ordeal to kecp the girls
together when it was still not decided whether
to break Section 144. But soon the decision was

rtant fact that she unveiled which
the historians denfed, "It was the girls who first
the police obstacle™. As for the
police action on the girls. she said that they
were also beaten and scattercd by the teargas.
The police forced a few of them into their
official carriages and relcased them later alter

* Dr Halima Khatun
patriotic necessity and sccondly she wanted 1o

‘Man’.

joined

cxpansfon,

s their own

particular lot they are consclous about! So. In a

sense the real
—] political spirit is
| gradually becoming

‘f our real concern
| was W establish
W Bangla and later;
Bangladesh.®
Halima regretted
that the sad plight
of today's youth
was due w lack ol
authentic guida
nce: but she was
confident that the
situation would
change.

She was asked
to compare be-
iween Pakistani
oppressors and Lhe
rulers of indepen-
dent Bangladesh.
She thinks that
extorlion opcrales
under various cam-
oullages. so the na-
ture of exploftation
has changed through

tme. But still the process Is on. The parasiics
who were ignored in their adolescence. have by
this time grown in bath size and dimension and
have become almost invinelble. She cauttoned,
“If these parasites are not dealt with in thelr
infancy. gradually they will
monsters. Then it
impossiblc and uneven war between Beast' and

malure inlo
may become almost an

A prolific writer. Dr Halima talked about the
growth ol our language. She wrote about sixicen
books for the children which are betng taught st
primary and secondary levels. From her point of
view. language s a kind of water fall which mwver
ccasc to stop. To enrich u language one may have
o borrow from other languages. In Bangla. there
arc sundry uses of Perstan, Chinecse and English
words. but Lhose did not maim Bangla in any way
— even English adopted few Bangla words for its

She emphasised that Ekushey February and
the Language Movement which led 1o the

ultimate emergence of independent Bangladesh.

has become a ritualistic pilgrimage towards the
Shaheed Meenar cvery year.

“If we do no! perform the task of nurturing
the sacred sentiments that are associated with
our language and meotherland with sufficient

intensity. the sacrifice of our manyrs shall go in

vain”. concluded Dr Halima Khatun.

Beautification of Ahsan

- Manzil nearing end

The renovation and beauti-
fication works ol the Ahsan
Manzil at a cost of
Taka 13 crore 60 lakh is ncar-
ing completion and expected
to be opened to public soon,
reports BSS.

This was revealed at the
second Parllamentary Standing

Commitiee meeling on
~ Cultural held Sunday
at the parllament building

with State Minister for
Cultural Affairs Prof Jahanara
Begum in the chair.

The was informed
that for the self-income gener-
ation of the Ahsan Manzil. the
government was aclively con-
sidering to fix Taka two as en-

trance fee. The National'

Muscum Authority has decided

to fix Taka onc as gate moncy.

The mecting dcecided 1o
formulate proposals 1o accord
the Borendra Museum of
Rajshahi the status of ceniral

or National Muscum.
Stressing the nced Tor

proper preservation ol archae-
ological relics the mecting wars
informed that after the year
1980, no legal permission was
given Lo send archacologicul
relics abroad. In this context
the Staic Minister urged all
concerned including parlia-
ment members to give infor-
mation about excavated relics
so that the concerned authori-
es can collect them for
proper preservation.

The mecling cxpressed
decp satisfaction at the smooth

haolding of the book fair and
cullural programmes in the
Bangla Academy in observance
of the * Immortal Ekushey”.

Prof Jahanara Begum ad-
vised the concerned authori:
ties 1o take neccssary precau-
Ltion so that no body could tur-
nish the glorious tradition of
Jatra’.

The Members of Parltament

Amanulla Chowdhury. Poritosh -

Chowdhury.. Nur-e-Alam
Chowdhury. Sahin Ara Haque,
Rebeka Mohamud. Fatema
Chowdhury Paru. Shamsun
Nahar Ahmed. Abu Lais. Md
Mubin Chowdhury and Cultural
Scerctary 1 V Mallk werc pre-

scnl.

Bhawal, Madhupur Garhs | Confce of British
drastically reduced diplomats, civil
servant s opens

The areas of the Bhawal and
Madhupur Garhs of the country
have been reduced drastically
during last 20 year. reports
BSs,
Abdullah Al Noman. Mini-
ster for Environment. Foresi,
Ehuh and Livestock. told

Jaz Sangsad Sunday that
while Bhawal Garh had an
area of 41,000 acres and
Madhupur Garh 62.621.)]

before March 25.1971. the
present arcas of the (wo
forests were 28.72) and

51.360 acres respeciively.

The ministcr wus replying
10 a question of Musharral
Hussain (AL-Netrokuna) during
the question hour, According
to the figures. the Bhawal Garh
has been reduced by 13.398
acres and Madhupur Garh o
11.261.31 acres respectively
during the last 20 ycars, he
saxicl.

The minister also gave the
yeur-wise data of income and
expendilures from the twe
Il:m::i the amount of
expenditures as h r than
that of the income. e

Acecording to Noman., while
the total income from 1974 10
1990 from these two [oresis
was Taka 1.41.10.868 the ex-
pendilyre was Taka

3.0067.815 for the same pe-
riud.

o a gquestion (rom
a-r:r'm-.. Hussain Bakul

(BNP’-Narsingdhi). Noman said
the government has laken up
programmes for aflorestation
during the current year under
the Forest Department in dil-
ferent phases. He said a total of
10,245 acres would be brought
under coastal afforestation uand
9.220 acres in the hilly areas
this year. A total of 34.194
acres would be brought under
afforestation involving Taka
1323.64 lakh in various

phases. he said,

Answering a question from
Shamsudouha ([CPB- Nilpham-
arf], the Forest Minister said
the. country has recetved Tuka
1684.49 lakh from 1985-86 10
1991-92 for aflforestatton in
the coastal arcas.

-Chehlum

Chehhum of Nurthar Khatun
wifc of late Abdul Majid of
town Khalishpur. Khulna will
be held loday (Monday) in
Dhaka and Khulna, reporis
BSS,

Nurithar died of old agc
complications on Jan 8 al
a clinic here, e

Shc was B7. She was buried
al wwn Khalishpur. Khulna.

She lelt beltind two daugh-
ters and loursons and a host of
rclatives and well-wishiers 1o
moumrn her death.

A group of DBritish diplomais
and civil servants m;rﬁtng in
South and Southeast Asia em-
barked on a three-day regional
conference in Dhaka to discuss
"all aspects of immigration
works.”

« A spokeswoman of the
British High Commission,
which is hosting the confler-
ence, told UNB that some 24
diplomats and civil servants.
including some senfor offictals
from London, are attending
the mecting.

Brivush High Commissioncr
Colin H Imray inaugurated the
conference at a local hoicl
Sunday morning.

The conference is designed
to exchange views on {mmi-
gration works in South and
Southecast Asfa. “It's the latest
onc in a regular serfes of nwel-
ings we hold every two years,”
she said.

Phaka was Lhe venue of
such a mecting carlicr in 1986
while the last conference of

1 British officials was held in

New Delhi in 1990,

I'he spokeswoman said all
aspects of the Brivish fnmuni
grution works. including both
operational and some policy is-
sties, will come up for discus-
ston at the meeting.

naive. In those days

Dr

Goodwill team
leaves for CIS
today

A 20-member del-
cgation of Ba sh will
leave Dhaka for Commonwealth
ol Independent States (Former
Suviet Union) today (Monday)
on a three-weck official visit
there, reports UNB.

The visit s expecied W0 pe-
new the political and eco-
nomic relation with the néwly
emerged independent states of
the former Soviet Union.

During the visit, the delega-
tion led by State Minister for
Texttles Abdul Mannan will
cxplore the possibilities of ex-
pun:: Bangladeshi products
including ready-made gar-
menis, .

They will visit Moscow . Fylor-
ussia. Azarbatean. Turkmenis-
tan, Tajakistan, Mouldavia, Kaz-
akistan. Ukraine and Uszbe-
kistan

The members of the dele
Uoa include from both
and private sectors.

51 DU teachers
demand trial

of Golam Azam
By DU Correspondent

-one teachers of the
Dhaka University Su ina
slatement condemn the
government’'s role in rehabili-

Golam Azam.

university teachers
demanded immediate trial of
Oolam Azam and his assoctates.
The signatories to the
statement were among others,
Profcssor M. Shahiduzzaman,
Dr Harun-ur-Rashid, Dr. Kaxi
Shahidullah, Dr. Anisur Rah-
man, Prol. Anis Ahmed. Dr.A.
K. Azad C . Dr. Tolad
Ahmed Chowdhury, Dr. Abdul
Khaleque, Dr. Md. Shahadai
Al. Dr. Rangalal Sen. Dr. Saycd
Manzurul Islam. Prol. Md.
Akhtarurzaman, Prol. Mauhbu-

bur Rahman.
Autograph
exhibition
on Ekushey
begins

An autograph exhibition ti-
Ued "February 21 in the cyes of
Bangali intellectuals” began
Sunday in front of the Jattya
Press Club here,

The autographs of aboul
100 renowned intcllcctuals,
litterateurs. pocts, artists. ed-
ucationisis. scicniists. journal-
ists. film makers and [recdom
fighters were collecied by
Baksht Habibur Rahman. a
bustncssman from Bogra.

Talking to 13ISS Rahman
safd autograph collection was
his hobby and since 1980 he
collectcd 750 autographs of
importan! personalities from
home and abroad including
Nobel Prize winner Mother
Jeresa,

Rahman said the aulographs
now on display at the exhibi-
tion were collected since 1989
with the comments of the
distinguished personalities on
February 21 with a view o fo-
cus their opinions regarding
thwe Language Movement to the
new gencrution

Maghi Purnima
today

The Buddhist Community in
Bangladesh will observe the
Maghi Purnima-today (Monday)
with due religious fervour. re-
ports BSS.

Maghi Purnima, one of the
holy religious celebrations of
the Buddists, marks the holy
announcement by Lord Buddha
ol his Nirvana on Baishaki
Pumima day.

Bangladesh Buddhist Fede-
ration has drawn-up an ex-
lensive programme in cele-
bration nFlhe day at the inter-
national Buddha Bthar at Merul
Badda. The p me includ-
cs hoisting of religious flag.
breaklast to Bikkhu Sangha.
Buddha Puja and discussion
mecting.

The Parbattya Buddha

Sangha will also obscrve the

day through a similar pro-
gramme at Buddha Bthar at
Mirpur.

Ll ¥
[

® Weather

rhs

No change in night temperature

Rizwans Chowdhury Banna
rendering song

ob~ervance of Amor Ekushey’.

a noted Tagore song arti-v

» ot Bangla Academy prémises Sunday in
— Star phntn

The Buily Star 3

Call to write more books for
hig) tudies in B T

A discussion meeling In
memury of ‘Amar | was
held at the Russian Culiural
Centre auditorium in the city
Sunday with a call lor enrich-
menl and wide use of Bengah

. reports BSS.

Minister for Social Wellare
and Women's Allairs Tariqul
Islam addressed as the chicf

guest while poet Al-Mujahidee

JS Busine-ss
Advisory Body
meet held

The tenth meeting of the
Jaliya Sangsad Business Advi-
wory Commitice was held in
Sangsad Bhaban Sunday with
Speaker Shatkh Razzaque Al
in the chair, BSS,

The commiltee discussed
mallers relating to the trans-
action of business of the house
and ok some decisions.

The meeting was attended
by LGRD and Cooperatives
Minister Abdus Salam Taluk-
der, Deputy Speaker |umayun
Khan Panni. Chief Whip Khon-
daker Delwar Hossaln, Works
Minister Raliqul Islam Mia,
Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition Abdus Samad Azad, Mau-
luna Matiur Rahman Nizami.
Md. Nasim. Mohiuddin Ahmed,
Manirul llug Chowdhury and
M<d Shamsuddoha.

Call to change negative attitude toward the retarded N

Physical disability seen no

barrier to normal life

Physical disabiliy s not &
barrier 0 normal e, rather
foronulation of appropriate pol-
icy can enhance potcntlality of
a disabled man, re UNH.

Prof Ajit Dalal of the
Department of Psychology.
University of Alahabud. India.
said this while addressing a
national seminar on Disabthity
and Communily-based Rehabi-
ltation at a local hotel :

We are 1o learn the poten-
tialtties of the disabled pcople
first and then gear up our ef-
forts with community resource
mobilisation.” Ajit said.

He said negative attitude
towards the disabled should be
changed immediaicly 10 help
their proper rehabilitation in
society. -

The speakers at the scmi-
nar siressed conceried cflorts
and community awarcness (o

promofe the causc of the
disabled so that they could be

back in wecal and woes ol nor-
mal hife.

The morning scssion of the
seminar was chaired by Prof
Barric Mckles of the Inter
national Centre for Advance:
ment of Community-based Reha
bilitation (KCACBR). Canada.

Dr Al Begum, a World Bank
Adviser, also took part in the

_discussion while Dr Shabnam

Shahnaz of Pathfinder Inter-
national presented paper on
“Women and Disability =

Dr Shabnam. quoting a sur-
vey litled “Bangladesh Census
of Non:-farm Economice
Activities and Disabled per:
sons, 18986° by the Bangladesh
Burecau of Statistics. said about
0.41 per cent of the female
population. nearly 2.5 lakh.
were suffering from disability.

A rcview or improvement of
releviant laws, an improved in-

Monday

5.00 Opcning announcement,
Al-Quran; Programme
Summary.

5.10 'News in Bangla

5.20 Recitation from the
Gerla

5.256 Cartoon Ailm : The Gre-
al Spacc Coaster

5.50 Shikhangon : Educatio-
nal programmc

7.00 Debate

R.00 News in Bangla

8.30 Programme on Ekushe

9.00 Barnali : Song's pro-
gramme

10.00 News in English

10.25 Parliament round-up

10.35 Film : Rescuc

11.30 Khabar/ The News

11/40 Tuesday's programme

| summary

11.45 Closing.

By Staff Correspondent

Rain is likely o occur at one or two

places over Chittagong

division and the regions of Faridpur, Patuakhali, and Darisal.
Night temperature is likely o remain unchdnged over the

country according Lo Met office.

Weather on Sunday remained almost dry over the country
excepl Chittagong. It rained at a few places over Chittagong,
Chiel amount of rainfall was recorded from Kutubdia 45 mm
and Teknal 12 mm the lowest temperature on Thursday was

9.6 degree Celstus at Rangpur.
Outlook for subscquent two days :
outlock for another five days : Rainfall activity

The temperature and
were

Little change. Extended
unhkely.

umidily of some citics on Sunday

City temperature humidity
max min 9 am 6 pm
Dhuaka 24.5 16.7 60 51
Chitlagong 27.4 19.7 98 70
Rajshahi 24.6 10.6 72 54
Khulna 26, | 14.6 64 74
Rangpur 23.6 9.6 BO 64
Sylhet 26.2 13 X X
Jessore 26 13.2 X X

formatton base awarcncss
croation al differomt levels und
clear pobicy guldeMiwes can
help ensure the wellbxing of
Lhe disabled. Dr Shabiiam rec-
ommended.

Fruncine Arsenuault. hefself
& disabled woman and activist
from Canada, locused on the
means of welflare of the dis
abled by citing her own cxpe
rience. while Malcolm Peat

nied a paper on relation

'ween d ity and poverty
and flitcracy

Opportunity through sell
employment projects for the
disabled people was neccssary
lor community-based rehabith
Lation [CBR). she said

The seminar observed that
proper cootrdination between
health professionals and dis-
abled people could help pro-
mote CHBR programmes to im-
prove thelir condition,

People in the community
should be made conscious for
the welfare of the disabled—
visually. heaning and speech

impairced. physically and men-

tally retarded
Dr. Nasir of the Voluntary
Health Services Soctely

(VHSS). speaking un the posi
ton of disable womcn in soct-
cty. sald “ceven mothers are

Wor-lz_sht)p on agri
mechanysation
begins Feb 25

A three-day national work-
shop on "Agricultural mechani-
sation its prescn!l status and
future strategy in Bangladesh”
will begin on February 25 at
the Bangladesh Agricultural
Research Council. reports BSS.

About two hundred partici-
panits from different govern-
ment and non-government or-
ganizations will attend this

workshop.
Major General M Majid-Ul
Haqg ([Retd). Minister for

Agriculture will inaugurate this
workshop.

held responsible for giving
birth 1o a disabled child.”

The attitude to the disabled
people, specially to the wome i
in the male-dominated society.
should be changed to give
them a better life like other
individuals, he said,

About 100 representatives
from NGO's and other interna:
tional organisations working
for the disabled, health pro-
fessionals and administrators
from home and abroad are at-
tending the three-day work-
shop. jointly sponsored by
VHSS, NFOWD and ICACBR.

Role of NGO's UN Systems

1 and Service Clubs in the wyl-

fare of the Disable People will
be today's topie.

| area Thu

wnd Russtan Charge d Aflairs
spoke on the oecasion

Poet Rezauddin Statin
presided over the meeting or-
ganised by the Performing Arts

The minisicr sald we all
use in
s byt b
cation to pay honour and up-
hold the supreme sacrifice of
the language martyrs of 19562

The minister called upon all
scholass and researchers of
Bengall language to write more
books and transiaic for higher
studies in Bengali.

He said, scholars and au-
thors will be provided all pos-
stble governmental assistance
in this regard.

Later artistes of Performing
Arts Centre resented a
oolourful ﬂﬂh:r-rprhﬂm.

"Terrorists won't
be allowed to
escape law'

Home Minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury Sunday assured
Parflament  that terrorists and
anti-social elements would be

' netted and be tried in accor-

dance with the law of the
country. reports UNB.

Entire administra-
ton and | . are engaged
in irmcking the miscreants and
:n.:ln‘ them to book.” Matin

Responding 1o an allegation
made by Chief Whip Md Nasim
the Home Minister said some
terrorisis have al been
arrested  from different parts
of the country but efforts were
underway 10 nab the rest,
whoever they may be.

Terrorist will not be al
lowed 1o escape the law, he an-
sured

Power supply

suspension

Power will be suspended
tomorrow (Tuesday) from 9 am
o 4 pm at Mohammadpur
arca, Dhanmondt . A area.
Hazartbagh partly. Lalmatia
Mirpur Road and castern side
al samec hrs, at
arcas from Gulshan road |12
to 133. Guilshan Central
Avenue ecasicrn side area.
Beauty Hall Area Lune by lane,
Kotbarl, Gabtoll partly. arcas
under Shah Shahib Lane, says a
DESA press releasc
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| Corrig_endum for Shortlisting of- Consulting Firms
for Preparing SIFAD Action Plans

Interested firms should submit the required information by February
29,1992 at the latest by 2.30 PM to the Director (Operations) of WFP, Road
11A, House 69, Dhanmondi or the Convenor of the SIFA[5, Operational
Unit, Joint Secretary, ERD, Block 7, Room 12 in Sher-e-Bangla Nagar,

This corrigendum cancels the earlier advertisement published in the

daily on The Daily Star and Bangladesh Observer 13-02-92, Sangbad on
| 14-02-92 and Ittefaq on 15-02-92.

The Operational Unit of the SIFAD Task Force invites application for
shortlisting of national and international consulting firms in an integrated
package form to undertake consultancy work for a twelve months period
in Bangladesh. The information should include a description of the firm,
key personnel, logistics, experience in food-assisted development project
studies and recent client list. Proven familiarity with the subject and the
institutionql context is essential. This shortlistin
made By the UN OPS for this purpose.

Firms intending to participate in the shortlisting may obtain more
information on request. Firms qualifying in the shortlisting will be invited
to submit detailed proposals for carrying the study to be funded by UNDP

gisinaddition to one being
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