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judges
The %-:trnmenl has ap-
pointed Additional Judges
of the High Court Diviston of
Bimghdesh Supreme Court for

a pertod of tm years, the five
additional judges are: Md
Islam. Addttional Seerc:
tary in Charge of the Law and
Justice: Mintstry, Advocate Gao-
lam Rabbani. Advocate Mah
[uzur Rahman. Advocatc Md
Ruhul Amin and Advocate Syed
JR lluduslr Hossain. reports

EAARCSecretmy
General in capital

Ibrahim Hussain Zaki.
Secretary General of SAARC.
arrived in Dhaka Sunday un his
first famillarisation trip (o
member countries aflcr assum-
ing the office last month. re
ports BSS,

Team leaves for
CIS today

A 20- member good will

delegation of Bangladesh led by
the State Minister for Textiles

Abdul Mannan leaves Dhaka
today for Commonwcalth of
Independent States (former
Soviet Union) on a three week
official visit. The visit is de-
signed o rencw the political
and economic relation th
the newly emerged inde
dent states of the I'urmtr
Soviet Union. reporis BSS.

UNDP project on
cyclone shelters

United Nations Develop:
ment Programme (UNDP)
initiated a project of US dollar
670.000 for preparation of a
comprehenstve master plan on
multi-purpose cyclonc P‘ll‘l‘htr
eonsiruction in the coasial

arcas. reports UNB.
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World body takes over charge of relief operation for Rohmgyd refugees

UNHCR to appeal for global help

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia adnh'ul.lm a public mnliu at Deolaikhal in the ul-d city area wywrday

Troublemakers in public sector
will be taken to task: PM

Prime Minister Begum
Khileda Zia warned Sunday
that the troublemakers in the
losing public seclor enter-
prises would be uu'r.:lmly dealt
\Imh

wthe country cannol -be
stiowed 1o be destroyed by
meeting the ‘unjust’ and
llogical’ demands of a small
she told
a ¢ meeting at Dholaik hal
in the city.

Her audience replied
shouting ‘'no’ ‘'nd” when Begum
Zia asked them whether they

10 _pay exirg Laxces

.F.J‘*b',
-ﬁﬁﬂﬁl'tm ‘undue claims’ by

those who failed 1o increase
procdhuction and make their in:
dustrial units profitable.

How 1s it justified that
people’'s money would be spenit
in running the enterprises Huﬂ
incur losses year alter year”
the Premier asked.

"Rather. we can utilisc the

By Staff Correspondent

subsidy for setting up new in-
dusirics o creale more em-
ployment opportunilics.” she
remarked.

Referring to ‘anarchism’ in
the name of realising de-
mands, the Prime Minister
said, "Let us work together Jor
next five years without raising
any demand and calling hartal
o lead the country to sell-rc-
Hlance by increasing produc-
tion”.

Arranged jointly: by the
Sutrapur and Kotwali thana
units of BNP the meeting was
also addressed by
President Chuuthrj Tanvir
Alrmed Siddiky, its city branch
chiel Lt Gen (reid) Mir
Shawkat Ali. MP. Dhaka City
Corporation Mayor Mirza
Abbas, MP. Statc Minister for
Youth and Sporlts Sadek
lHossain, MP, Sclima Rahman,
MP. Jatyatabadi Krishak Dal
Secretary Shamsuzzaman Dudu

party Vice-,

and local leaders.

The Prime Minister sand
that the past autocratic regime
had conceded undue demands
lo cling to power and reiter-
ated that her governmeni
would continue to work for the
welfare of the masses without
bowing to much prgssures. She
called upon the people 1o 1e
sist those who dcstroy public

property in the namc of
movement.
On the problems being

fuced by the city dwellers.
Begum Zia said that her gov-

erament was aware, of the o

p and would
solve thosc by phases.

She also reminded her au-
dience of the country's re:
source consirainis and the
shattcred economy keft by the
aulocratic .

With a view 10 increasing
civic amenities and making the

See Page 12 Col |
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RUCSU elections

postponed

RAJSHAHI. Feb 16: Ensuing
RUCSU and hall union eclec-
tions. scheduled for February
25. were postponcd today
amidst growing tension on the

Rajshahi University campus,

reports UNB.

The postponement decision
was takeri at a meeting of the
administrative council with
Pro-Vice Chancellor Prof Atful
Hye Shibli in the chair.*

“Activittes relating to
RUCSU election were halted as
the process of submission of
nomination papcrs was inter-
rupted.” sald the RU adminis-
tration. A [resh schedule will
be announced later on.

The ruling BNIYs student
front. Jaitlyatabadi Chhatra Dal,

rotested the election holdup
Ey hrkin,g up the VC's residen-

Il dhu demanded resigna-

'unn of VC Amanullah Abhmed.

all Proctors., Provosts and
Decans, Registrar, Student
Adviser and RUCSU Returning
OMicer,

Fru JSD (Inu) Chhatra

League (N-S). according 1o fts
last night's decision. enforeed
a dawn-to-dusk strike on the
campus loday, kecping the
RUCSU and hall sangsad
Returning Office undcer lock
and key.

Owing to the bundh aimed
lo press for holding the polls
back. only three pancls of
three residential halls could
submit their nomination pa-
pers.

The strikers. who called for
creating a congenial atmo-
sphere belore the voling, also
allegedly barred the¢ RUCSU
clection officials from working

. lor the polls.

During strike hours vehicu-
lar traffic, including buscs.
were off the road. Picketers
brought out procession in the
campus arcas.

Student wing of BSD
(Mahbubul Haq). Chhaua Fede-
ration, Samajtantrik Chhatra
Front and Chhatra Oikya

Samity supporicd the campus
strike. 2 B
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By Mahfuz Ullah

The Chinese are fond ol
siesias. So are the Hengalees
and ltallans. For the matter.
rice calers have a wendency to
enjoy sicslas. Experts say this
is due w the intoxicating eflcet
of ride: Whatever s the
explanation, those who enjoy
sicstas would defend 1t 1o the
last. even the politicians.

This was again displaycd in

&{)ﬁd }dﬂ," as throee

muﬁs al swestas
at three dilferent times. It
began with writer turned
politician Abdul Hafllz. He was
in deep slecp and was woken
up by one of his collcagues.

Then it was: Mohammad
Nasim's turn. As Nasim had i
he was bllowed by Sudhangsu

Sec Page 12 Col 6
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Textile quota figures in
Anwar-Kimble talks

CARTAGENE [Colombia),
Feb 16: Commerce Ministcr M
K Anwar had a fruitful discus-
sion here on Wednesday with
the leader of the US delcgation
to _the UNCTAD vifi on major
issucs of US-Bangladesh rcla-
tions including textile quota,
assistance for domestic food-
grain procurement and aid
ulilisation. reports BSS.

Welcoming the democratic
transition in Bangladesh and
nrpn‘:ninﬂng the good record
ol aid utilisation. the lcader of
the US delegation and Deputy
Under Secretary of Suatc
Meclinda Kimble. assured the
Commerce Minister a contin-
ued US assistance 1o

Bangladesh during the discus-
sfon at the mnvenuutm cenlre

here.

The Cummrrer Minister s
leading the Bangladcesh delega-
tion 1o the UNCTAD ifi.

When the Commerce
Minister raised the issuc of US
quota restriction on export of
textile and clothing from
Bangladesh, Mrs Kimble indi-
cated that if the textile quota

| was rermved after successful

conclusion of the Uruguay
Round. a lot of restructuring
would be needed in the USA.

Anwar bricled Mrs Kimble
on the recent developments in
Bangiadesh. He said the pecople
of Bangladesh had gone
through trials and tribulations
and were able to establish
democracy under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister lkgum
Khaleda Zia.

The Commerce Hinhlcr
said the people of his country
valued drmnrrar_v and human
rights and the government was
committed 1o implement.
measures for poverty allevia-
tion and human resources de-
velopment. More resources
were neccessary to mect the
high aspirations of the people.
He said,
mentl expected adequate sup-
port and assistance from the
United Stalecs and other
fricndly countries. Additional
resources flows would cnable
the government to increase
the purchasing power of the
pcople. he said.

He told Kimble that in spite

See Page 12 Col 7

Salinity threatens Sundarbans

By Inam Ahmed

The mangrove forest of the
Sundarbans is dying and with
it the Royal Bengal Tiger, the
pride of the country is facing
extinction.

Scientists and cxperts say
that the increase in salinity in
rivers and sotl resulting from
the withdrawal of the Ganges
waters at Farakka is causing
the disaster.

The eastern part of the
Sundarbans where the back
mangrove species like Sundari,
Bain and Amur trees are being
replaced by basic mangroves
ke Garan and Kakra is the
worst hit. The changing phe-
nomenon is best manifested by
the gradual dying of the
Sundari trees.

Aboul 17 per cent of the
Sundarl trees have alrcady
fallen in this ‘top, dying pro-

! cess' that sclentists atitrtbule

- presence of sharks in

to the rise in salinity.

The change of mangroves
will destroy the habitat of the
deer and other animals tigers
prey on, scienusis said adding
that the lack of food will lcad
to & decrecase in the tiger po
ulation. The handful of tigers
that will fight for life will turn
into man-ealers, said.

On the other impacts on
wildlife. experts say that i1he
the
rivers will increase with the
increase in salinity.

The numbers ol reptiles
will also increase in the arca as
the new environment will be
stitable to them.

highest tolerance level
of salinity for drinking water is
500 micro mhos and 2000 mi-
cro mhos per centimeter for
agriculture. But figures show
that with the increasing with-

drawal of water at Farakka, the
salinity level has far crosscd
the Hmit.

During 1978 and 1982
when the first agreement on
walter sharing was enacted, the
minimum discharge of the
Ganges at Hardinge Bridge was
between 30,000 and 45,000
cusecs. At the time, the maxi-
mum salinity at Khulna was be-
tween 1300 and 14.000 micro
mhos per centimeter. Figures
show that the salinity has been
increasing since then. during
1989 and 1992 when there
was no agreement on the
Farakka, the salinity level
reached its peak.In 1989, 1
wWas a st ol 28,000 micro
mhos and 25,000 micro mhos
in 1991,

The Minister for
Environment, Abdullah Al-
Noman while talking to this

correspondent said the only
solution to the salinity problem
lies with the increased Mow of
waler at Farakka. [le safd that

unless the flow was increased.

the problem would intensify
further:

The salinity problem has
not only hit the Sundarbans
but also spread to other parts
of Khulna. In the last ten years
the salinity belt has moved
about 100 miles upward
threatening the industries and
the availability of drinking wa-
ter in the southern region.

The Khulna Newsprint Mills
and the Goalpara Power Plant
already have 1o import fresh
water to run their units from
outside.

Scientists projeet that the
Jessare and Khustia region will
also fall prey 1o the salinity

See Page 12 Col B

adding the govern-.

From S Bari

“COX'S BAZAR. Feb 16 : The
visiting offictals of the United
Nations High Commissioncr
for Refugees (UNHCR) today
said that the agency would
launch a world -wide appeal for
funds to provide reliel 10 the
Myanmar citizens [leeing into
I

Sri Wijeratne and Shamsul
Bari. the UNHCR representa-
tives to the Philippines and
Malaysia respectively. visited
four Rohingya refugee camps
located in remote fromtier ar-
cas here woday and announced
the UN body was laking over
charge of the reliefl operations.

The UNHCR representa-
tives arc on an assessment
missjon to determine the ex-
ient of help needed by the

Myanmar Roh re ;
They met with the local au-
thérilies o assure them of UN
assislance.

As many as one lukh Rohi-

ngyas are said o have

nto h following per-
secution by the Myahmar mili-
tary authorities. The Bangla-
desh government. no longer

able to deal with the vast
number, has invited ihe
UNHCR asststance.

Accompanied by the Deputy
Commiasioner of Cox's Bazar
Dauduzzaman C and
Civil Surgeon Dr Faix med
Khan. Bari and Wijeratne vis-
ited refugee camps al
Dachuapalang Marichhya and
Daumdanmita.

The UNHCR delegation
deemed sheljers as the pni-
mary concern alter reviewing
the situation of the camps,
especially as the monsoon ap-
proaches.

“Funding i1s no problem.”
sald Barl, "we must build
emergency housing Immedi-

‘See Page 12 Col 3

Remuneration of

MPs doubled

By Staff Correspondent
The Jattya Sangsad included added nsibility
(Parliament) yesterday unani- . of the MPs as ‘s repre-

mously passed an amendment
bill that doubled the remuner-
ation of the MPs and granied
them pension.

Under the amended act an
MP will get a remuncration of
Taka 6.000 month while
the amount was Taka 3 000

‘he other benefits the MPs
will enjoy in addition to the
remuneration, are Taka 1500
as ollice expenses. Taka |.000
Ecr month as sumpiluary al-

wance, Taka 48,000 per an-
oum as telephone alivwance
and Taka 30.000 per annum as
travelling allowance. Taka
75.000 per annum aus discre-
tonary allowance.

Arguments presented by
the Treasury Bench to pass the
bill secking enhancement of
the remuncration and in-
creased benefits 10 the MPs

sentative under a parllamen-
tary form of government and
the price hike of essentiul
commodities resulting in the
increase in the cost of Wving
The question of graniing a
pension of Taka 1,000 per
month w the MPs was pul
forward in the House by Awami
League MP Advocale Asaduz:
raman. While arguing in favour
of this Asadumaman said (hat
MPs should be given pension
for their mrﬁuthm in the

the Prime Minister, Ministcrs,
Ministers of State. Deputy
Ministers. Leader and Depuly
Leader of the Opposition in

See Page 12 Col |
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Countdown to

Shaheed Day

Star Report

While the Jubo League. the

. the Awami
Muslim etc. viewed the
question state |language
within a broad, secio-eco-
nomic econicxt. iLhere were
other groups which appeared
to deny the incxtricable reln-
tionship between a pcople’s

Communist

for the right of to be &
the outset

One such group. set up on
September 2. 1947 a few

Dhaka University and
students, was the Tamuddun

The Majlis. primarily & cul-
tural organisation founded o
cultivate Islamic culture in

East Bengal. joined the state

languuge debate on
ber 15. 1947 with a booklet
entitled “Pakistan's State

Language — Bengall or Urdu?”
in that booklet, the *l

secretary, Professor Abwul

Kasem penned a sct of de-

mands which called for both
Sece Page 12 Col |

'Help establish
people-oriented
government’

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia said here yester-
day that the government ofll-
cials should utilise thetr merit
and skill and help the demo-
cratic government fullll s
commitment to the people for
establishihg a dynamic. honest
and people-ortented adminis-
tration, reports [ISS.

Calling upon the officials w0
be partners in development

m Zia said ‘we can achiove
mosi of the desired goals in all
aspects during the next five
years which we could not at-
tain in 20 years, if we work to-
gether with sincerity. honesty
and dedication'.

The Prime Minister was
addressing the government of-
ficlals at Osmany Memorial
Hall. The olfficials, ranking
from Deputy Secretaries Lo
Secretaries, including the 657
newly promoted officials at-
tended the [unction. Siate
Minister for Establishment
Nurul ‘Huda and Cabinet

See Page 12 Col 7

e

DFP (G) 2398-16/2
k\‘(';'--159

re) Pte Limited _[SGP}

| AILSTOH ILHATTT ISR
Wmﬂﬁ

mwﬁwmwmwww

SRS A T ARG W TIIR g3 e ey 2 Frere ze sfmmes |
a% AR IW7F A @R AR i fe g s @R edEfe
T Fa), Faafie sifer wfwiR @rRTE Y @ @R 9l R e
i, &=, e, arvwiiE A @ATe) ¢ a¥F, 9. (BT T AT Nl 3 A
T3 95 TEF RSN 1R-85 Rz oz 43w work 4% ¢ $1 wwds e
TP A Wi SRR | TR LIRS 77 6 SRS et oy Yo s
B @ AR @ e rermea 49w IREE e Bm o2 eree
AR FTTE WA AR B TRR | 9% R wRe Raire wmifiar e v 15 el

AT (A6 FEX FAFS ANAIRSRITHI &) WS 1] AT AT, S5a3 (41 AZTS 3 |
sifawis =T ifes:

-Caleb Brett International Ltd, (GBR)
-Societe Generale de surveillance SA (CHE)
-Bureau Veritas (FRA)

-Control Union Nederland BV (NLD)
-Beckman & Jorgensen Intl (BEL)
-Coarco SAC. &'l (ARG)
-Inspectorate Griffith Ltd (GBR)
-Specialist Services Intl Ltd (GBR)
-S.G.S VanBree NV. (BEL)

-5.G.S France S A (FRA)

-Caleb Brett Australia PTY Ltd (AUS)

-Caleb Brett (Singapo

-Caleb Brett (Belgium) NV (BEL)

-Caleb Brett & Son (Continental) BV (NLD)
-Caleb Brett USA Inc (USA)

-SGS Cantrol Services Inc. (USA) -

-SGS Inspection Services Lid (GBR)

-Societa Generale de Sorveglianza Spa (ITA)

-SGS Controll-Co M.b.H (DEU)

-Societe Generale di surveillance BV (NLD)

-Overseas Merchandise Inspection Co Ltd (JPN)

-Overseas Merchandise inspection Co Ltd (GBR)

-Alfred H. Knight intl Ltd (GBR)

-Cotecna Inspection SA (CHE)
-Socotec Intl Inspection (FRA)

-Saybolt Van Duyn BV (NLD)
-Poicargo Superintendence and Testing
Services Gdynia (POL)

-Yugoinspekt Beograd (YUG)
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