Young hockey
player beaten
to death

By Staff Correspondent

A young hockey player was
beaten to death at Badamtoli in
the city Saturday evening.

The victim named Khwala
Roman Kader. 20. who played
for Uttara Club in the Second
Dtvision hockey league this
year was severcly beaten and

from the roof of a
house at 8. PK Roy Lane.
Badamtoli by some people at
about 5 pm. Roman was rushed
to the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH) where he
succumbed to his injuries at
about 7:30 pm. reports our
DMCH correspondent.

Family sources said, Roman
was attacked and taken to the
roof of the house by a group of
people numbering about ten.
soon after he came out of a
restaurant at Babubazar with
his two [riends who escaped
the attack and reported the
incident to Roman's [amily.

The members of the lamily
rushed to the spot and found
Roman unconscious on the
ground adjacent to the house.
they .

Kotawali Police said Roman
was killed following an alterca-
tion between the victim and
the group members.

Police suspected that it was
sequel to a previous quarrel.

A case was registered with
the Kotawali Police Station in
this connection. No onc was
arrested so far, police said.

Roman. the second son of

Khwaja Salayman Kazi. resided
at 19, Ahsanullah Road, Dhaka.

Rivals gouge out
eyes, murder ward
commissioner

By DMCH Correspondent
Rivals gouged out eyes of a

former ward commissioner
and stabbed him to death in
Tongi yesterday.

Kamal Hussain. 35. of ward
38 and one of his friend Shaliq
were attacked at Chhatobazar
near Tongl Ershadnagar Satur-
day noon.

Shafiq was seriously in-
jured while Kamal succumbed
to his injuries on way to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital

Our Gazipur correspondent
adds: The attack was allegedly
a sequel to previous clash be-
tween Kamal and rival Mannan
groups.

A casc was lodged with the
Tongi PS and 4 persons were
arrested in this connection.

Deep-sea trawling
stops as workers
strike continues

By Staff Correspondent

The ninth day of the strike
by some 2000 workers of
decp-sea fishing trawlers
passed Saturday with an al-
leged attack on the workers
by ' hired gangsters' of the
employers. '

The striking workers al-
leged that the attackers
equipped with lethal weapons
attacked them Saturday at
about 10 am in the Chittagong
port and injured several of
them.

The workers went on
strike demanding realisation
of their ten-point charter of
demands including 50 per
cent raise in wages and in-
crease of on-board allowances
to Taka 1500 from Taka 800,
Fishing in the deep- sea has
been totally stopped due to the
indefinite strike by the trawler
workers.

Meanwhile, Bangladesh
Plantation, Agricultural and
Fisheries Workers' Federation
( BPAFWF) and the workers'
union of the deep-sea fishing
trawlers in a statement yester-

day condemned the attack on
the striking workers.

RU tense

RAJSHAHI, Feb 15;
Viclence may erupt anytime on
the Rajshahi University cam-
pus because of serious conflicts
between the old guards and
the rising leaders of student

tHons over candidature
in the ensuing RUCSU elec-

tion, reports UNB.
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It was a surprise invilation
to accompany Lhe Prime
Minister on her trip to Jamal-
pur and Sherpur last Thursday
that provided me an oppo-
riunt to observe Begum
K Zia perform her off)-
cial duties and get a glimpse of
her public life.

In public the Prime Minis-
ter smiles very seldom. alimost
never. So much so that some
may consider her unfriendly.
even indifferent. Her presence
is authoritative and her deal-
ings with people businessiike.
She s correct in her behaviour
and makes little attempt to put
people at case. Her gait Is
confident and her movements
decisive. There s a cerlain
impatience about her style that
keeps those, dealing with her,
a bit. on their toés. She dresses
carcfally and does not ket the
rigors of her schedule alfect
her elegance. She Kkeeps
everybody guessing about her
own thoughts regarding policy
optibns and the thousands of
suggestions, proposals and
requests that she has to
dispose of cach day. By all
accounts she is her own per-
son, and she shows ii.

Listening to her public ad-
dresses in Jamalpur and
Sherpur last Thursday evoked
mixed feelings in me. For the
part of me in search of the n-
defatigable enemy of autocracy
and the undaunted crusader of
democracy. the leader's char-
isma was still there but the
impact was gone. Her speec-
hes were still very powerful
but lacked the spark that
kindled fire in the dispirited
hearts during the anti-autoc-
racy movemenl.

As | watched her respond-
ing to salutations from local ol
ficlals, waving back to crowds.
inaugurating the Mukti Juddha

R

by Mahfuz Anam

Hospital and specches,
she looked like a leader per-
lurming a routine chore, doing
somc Lhing that goes wilth the
job and had w be done. Was |
right when | it that | de-
tected that she was a bit bored
with her own speech? And
why not, save for a few new
names of projects, pluces and

ples, she said them all

re. Even her characteristic
sharpness, in learing o picces
her political opponents, seem-
ed blunted.

However in the midst of 1t
all | could not help leeling
whether or not it was a far
wiser. more matured and con-
fdent Khalcda Zia that was at
the helm ol the government.
Could 1t be that her toned-
down speceches, her indiffer-
enve lowards public adulation
and her impatience with in-
competence were all signs of a
lcader growing tired of her
own rhetorics and yearning to
give a positive shape to her
own vision of a prosperous
Bangladesh? Could it be that
the zecalous agitator, the tire-
less organiscr. the ceurageous
crusader for de was a
politician finally graduating
[rom an activist to an adminis-
trator?

The most obvious signs of
this transition were her
speeches. They were a far cry
from the pungent. attacking
and rhetorical ones of the anti-
autocracy movement and elec-
tion campaigning days. Now
they focused more and more
on development issucs—small
family, necd for mass literacy.
increasing agricultural and in-
dustrial productivity. and such
other subjects—hardly the stuff
that make for flery speeches
that we are so used to hearing.

The inauguration ol the sell-
help canal digging projects
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that | was invited o wilness
lell some very serious gques-
Llons in mind. How much
of it was sell-help and how
much of it was not? | won-
dered. being encircled by offi-
clals, partymen, security men
and the TV crew. the Prime
Minister was able to nollce
that the so-called volunieers
gathering for Lhe canal digging
in Jamalpur and Sherpur were
the khaki-trouser and maroon

shirt-clad VDPs (Village
Defense Party) and thetr h-l-:n
yellow sari clad female coun-
lerparts. There were theu-
sands of villagers—bul they
were mere onlookers. None of
them had a spade (kodal) 1§
his hands and as such did
participate in the canal
exercise. When the PM

augurating the event,
so compiletely encircled
ingratiating officials par-
tymen that the so-called volun-
teers never got to see what
was happening and kept stand-
ing througho
was only when the PM began
walking back that some of
them started what they
had been t there to do.

| was expecting thousands
of villagers to participate iIn
the digging exercise but they
remained mere onlookers. As
thec PM left the two sites, |
could nut help but wunder how
many pcople would bé¢ here
tomorraw, or the day alter to
complete the very laudable
task that she began today.

As we were [lying back to
Dhaka later in the day. | was
feflecting on the enormous
task that Begum Zia faced. It
was onc thing to be critical
about her r‘r yrmance, it was

uite another to be aware of
the complicacies ol running a
nment and the challenge

of fulfilling the expectation of
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Khaleda follows Ershad
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pragmatic policy to revive the
economy. It also has
no plan to mobilise internal
resources and for their opti-
mum utilisation.”

The national economy, she
alleged. is being dictated by
donor countries and agencics
ignoring the interests of the
vast multitude.

The Awami League chiefl
said the government had ad-

Two injured as
train, truck

collide

By Staff Correspondent

Two persons were injured
when a passenger-train and a
truck collided at a rail crossing
near Kamalapur Railway
Station in the city Saturday af-
ternoon.

The victims were the truck
driver and the helper. They
were admitted to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital.

A Naraya j bound local
train rammed into the truck
(Dhaka metro-na-6885) when
it was crossing the rail-lines at
about 2:30 pm,

Rail way police recovered
the damaged truck from the
spot, police said.

Meanwhile BSS quoting a
Raillway press release adds:
Bangladesh Railway has consti-
tuted a departmental enquiry
committee to look into the
raflway accident that occurred
on Friday near Fatullah,
Narayanganj.

The committee will find out
the cause of the accident and
identify the persons responsi-
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mitted the genuineness of de-
mands of varfous classes and
professionals but falled to take
practical measures for solu-
tion. pushing them towards

exireme means of stike time

and again.
The mment must take
the path of understanding for

resolving the problems. she
sald. considering the overall
interest ol public life.

"Khaleda zia used the lan-
guage of a dictator threatening
the striking teachers. The
right to strike is a recognised
means and it is unfortunate
that the government forgot
this.”

Hasina expressed her con-
cern at what she called the
government’'s [ailure to contain
campus terrorism and restore
a mic environment.

Referring to post-75 poliu-
cal scenarfo in the country,
she said those who came to
power after the assassination
of Bangabandhu had worked
against the spirit of the

IJh;ﬁLanan
e wanit to establish

democracy on the basis of the
ideals of the Liberation War,
put an end to reign of looters
and to all sorts of exploitation
and subjugation”, Hasina said.

Awami{ League leaders
Begum Sajeda Chowdhury,
Abdur Razzak. Abdul Jalil and
Mamtaz Hossain also attended
the concluding session which
lasted for abut six hours.

An Awami League press re-
lease said more than 1,000 po-
litical activists today joined
the party under the leadership
of Ward Commissioner Azizul
Haq of Mirpur Ward No 4.

Welcoming the newcom-
ers. Hasina asked them to
work sincerely for materialis-
ing the ideals of Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman.

She said Awami League had
placed the [ndemnity Ordi-
nance (Repeal) Bill in par-
Hament for clearing the way
for holding trial of the killing
of Sheikh Mujib.

If necessary, Awami
will build I.E memL:'t‘lfu
force the ruling BNP to repeal
this black law (Indemnity
Ordinance). she added and
asked the party workers to
preparc themselves for any
eventuality,

Sheikh Hasina addressing an axﬂnd&d meetiﬁg of the rit;hwnmi League yntard.ly
— Star photo

ORBIS
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DC-8 aircraft. a number of
other specialist ophthalmolo-
gists will arrive separately to
join the team. :

‘Already’ pre-selected pa-
tients will be screened by the
ORBIS physicians for patients
needing interfor-segment. vit-
reoretinal and oculoplastic
surgery. Gulcoma treatment
and paediatric ?hth.l.lmolngi—
cal patients. said Dr Rahman.
Director of the Islamia Eye
Hospital and Chairman of
organising committee for the
visil, said.

Sixty local physicians;, 30
each from the public and pri-
vale sectors, and five nurses
will be sent on-board every day
for practical hands-on training
he added.

Pina Taormina, the missfon
manager of project ORBIS, said
the primary objective of the
team was to provide demon-
strative education to local doc-
tors and nurses. She urged pa-
tients not to contact the team
members directly, as patients
to be treated have ‘already’
been pre-selected local
ophthalmologists.

Established in 1982,
Project ORBIS also has offices
in London and Ho and
has travelled to 65 countries
around the world includi
two visits here in 1985
1989, Charles Burbury. ad-
vance planning coordinator of
ORBIS, informed. |

He said Project ORBIS will
€0 W Myanmar from Dhaka.

Dr. Milon murder:
Another witness

examined
Staff Correspondent

The Court of the Second
Additional Sessions Judge,
Dhaka, Saturday recorded de-
position of a witness in the Dr.
Shamsul Alam Khan Milon

‘murder case.

The witness examined in

the court yesterday was Dr.

Pranab Kumar C ;

Dr, Chlkmbnrqmt he
performed the autopsy of Dr.
Milon on November 27,1990,
Dr. Milon died from bullet in-
uries which caused excessive

leeding and nerve-shock, he

| addec.

Che Buily Star
A day with the Prime Minister

|
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Shashakhali canal in Jamalpur on Thursday

the people. By any stretch of

imagination governing Hang-
ladesh 18 not easy. Getting the
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lowance Taka 1.500. office al-
lowance Taka 1500, modical
allowance Taka 200 a month.

The remuncration and the

allowance will be an
increase of 100 per cent over
the present rate while the
constituency allowance and
medical allowance will remain
the same. A new allowance
called office allowance has
been introduced this time.

The bill. introduced during
the ecurrent session of
Parllament, was referred 1o a
special committee o examine
its different aspects. The cur
rent session also revised the
remuneration and allowances
of the President. Lhe Prime
Minister, ministers. ministers
of state and deputy ministers.
These were earlier done
through promulgating ordi-
NANCES.

When these ordinances
were introduced as bills. a
member of the Treasury Bench
asked for a bill to be moved to
revise the bencfits of the MPs.

Sources close to the special
commiltee say, a proposal to
give pension to Lthe Members
of Parliament was discussed
but it did not get unanimous
support. Defending the pen-
sion proposal. opposition
members of the committee
gave a note of dissent.
- Sources further say. the
Law Minister, who is also the
Chairmarm’ of the commitlce,
favoured the pension proposal
for the Members ol Parllamcnt
with retrospective effect from
1973.

The Members of Parlament

Benefit raise

development process on the
move is tougher still. In sceo-
mplishing both the Prime

(Remuneration and
Allkwances) Order was first in-
troduced by President’'s Order
No 28 of 1973, The remunera-
tion was then called salaries
and was amended by Act 25 of
1988

The remuneration of the
MPs was last revised with el
fect from July |, 19886,

In addition to remuncration
and allowances. a Member of
Parliament receives dally al-
lowance and conveyance al-
lowance for attending scssions.
and is provided with an nsur-
ance cover at government ex-
pcnsce against death or perma-
nent  disablement caused by
accident duning his/her term
of office. and have a telephoic
installed at his/her residence
al governmenl cxpense.

Political scientists arguc,
the proposed benefits are far
less than that is enjoyed by an
MP of SAARC and other Asian
countries. Of the Asian coun-
tricy. Singapore provides the
highest benefits ‘to keep the
public representatives (rec
[rom corruption.’ The present
bill. according to somc mem-
bers. fatled to satisfy them as
their remuneration is less than
that of a secretary. the highest
ranking bureaucrat of the gov-
ernment. The MPs claim that
their order ol precedence
place them above the secre-
tarics, and in a parHamentary
system. the MPs are supposed
to be more powerful than the
bureaucrats. Incidentally, sec-
rctaries receive Taka 10.000 a
month as salary and in addition
are entitled o perks at least
five times their monthly salary.

 World relief
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The refugees. arriving on an
average rate of 1.500 a day, are
straining limited resourccs of
Bangladesh. which has so far
sct up four camps that can
shelter upto 30.000 pcople.

The government, distribut-
ing handouts of rice. wheat
and bread. for past few weeks,
finds the situation going out of
control as torrent of relugees
continued.

Though Myanmar held four
flag meetings and returned the
arms and ammunitions its bor-
der guards looted during Dec.
2] attack on Rejupara BDR
outpost, it failed to send its
Foreign Minister Ohn Gyaw lo
Bangladesh to discuss the cri-
sis. :

Oyaw was scheduled to ar-
rive in Dhaka first week of this
month. The prospects of the
visit are now clouded because
of Myanmar's non-cooperation.

Diplomatic sources iIn
Dhaka said Bangladesh had no
other chotce but to ask for in-
ternational help as political
and officlal-level talks failed to

roduce an agreement to scale
ack the military forces or
stem the flow of refugees.

Myanmar has marshalled at
least 65,000 troops along fts
175-mile border with Bang-
ladesh since the December
attack that killed one HDR
jawan and one civillan.

French charity
Reuter from Paris adds : A
French medical charity said
yesterday 1L was sending 38

tonnes of relief aid to south-
cast Bangladesh where
100,000 Muslim refugees from
Myanmar face starvation and
disease as the rainy season ap
proaches.

‘Medecins Sans Frontieres'
said nearly 30 per cent of the
refugee children were suffer-
ing from malnutritfion and
doctors feared a measles epi-
demic.

"The appearance of several
cases of measles has given risc
to fear of an epidemic which
would present a serious danger
for the children. Medecins
Sans Frontieres will embark
on an anti-measles vaccination
campaign for children under
12 years,” the Paris-based
charity said.

It said 40 medical workers
would fly from Paris 1o
Chittagong today with a cargo
of ﬂnﬂuh vaccines, wa-
ter treatment chemicals. med-
ical supplies and plastic tents
for temporary shelters for the
reflUgees.

UNB from Cox's Bazar re-
ports : At least |8 children
died to diarrhoea during the
last few weecks in three camps
in Ramu thana. crammed with
Myanmar refugees, while hun-
dreds more are suffering from
malnutrition. local sources
said.
Voluntary soclal workers
who are helping the refugees
at the camps said that mainu-
trition among children and
pregnant women 1In Lhe
makeshiflt camps has pused a
serious problem.

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia inaugurating the re-excavation of the Banar-

— PID photeo

Minister needs, and demerves,
the understanding and support
of all. '

problem and

W succeas of deve nt
activities would largely de
pend.

The Prime Minister assured
to ook inte the local prob-
lems inc construction of
Pubail bridge and a straight
road connecting Pubail and

Kaligan) with Gazipur Sadar.
Contraband, arms
recovered in Ctg

CHITTACONG, Feb 15: A
special squad of the Detective
liraneh of Chittagong
Metropolitan Police (C to-
day recovered 215 pileces of
contraband sarees worth Taka
more than twe lakh from a
compartiment of Chittagong
bound maill train, police sald.

The Midnight File

Heavy fighting in Somalia

NAIROBI, Feb 15: Heavy shellfire broke out Saturday in

Somalia’'s capi

tal hours after warring factions pledged 0 end

three months of fighting that has killed or wounded more
than 30,000 people, mostly civillans. At least 18 people were

injured in Satu
pressed doubts that the
the United Nations could

ay's shelling. and the chief UN mediator ex-

ace

id, reporis AP.

agreement reached Friday at

Hungry Albanians loot

. food

a ware house packed with forei

TIRANA. Feb 15 : Thousands of hungry Albanians stormed

food aid and 17 policemen
ting, police and witnesses

were injured trying to halt the
said n-{:z In a separate incident on Friday a mob brandishing
guns and knives carried ofl about 30 tonnes of British emer-

gency aid, reports Reuter.

Shaheed Day
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education was exemplificd by
the two-month long province
wide strike by B0 000 teachers
of primary schools which

| ended June 2, 1951,

The teachers strike was not
successful in terms of getting
all thetr demands fulfilied but,
wrole Badruddin Umar in his
three-volume “East Bengal's
Language Movement.” the
strike was successful in the
political sense.

"This long. two-month
strike heightened the political
awareness of the primary
teachers and sharpcned their
anti-government convictions.”
Umar concluded. '

Amid famine, accelerating
poverty, political repression
against progressive forces and
professional groups trying to
get a better deal through
strike actions, the government
was also pursuing a policy of
destroying the Bengalee peo-
ple's culture by imposing Urdu
and Arabic on a compulsory
basis on school-children of the
province, the Jubo League re-
port said.

The League, which eventu-
ally played possibly the most
prominent and militant role
during the climatic month of
February, 19562, was clearly
approaching the task from a
broad. socio-political and eco-
nomic angle, rather than a
narrow linguistie one.

Umar also suggested that

since Ol Ahad was an active
member of the East Pakistan
Communist Party at the time.
it would’ have been natural for
the party to have had a hand in
drafting the report, or at least
in outlining the arcas of eon-
cern facing the youth of the
country.

By the time February came.
the Jubo League was at the
forefront of the University
State Language Action Com-
mittee, although its inNluence
at the All-Party State Language
Aé¢tton Commitlee was some-
what lmited due to the
dominance of numerous other
parties such as various student
hall unions, the Tamuddun
Majlis. Islamdé Bhatree Sangha,
other student groups and the
Awami League,

The Awami Muslim Leaguc's
joint secrctary. Sheitkh Mujibur
Rahman. in jail sinee Jan 1,
1950. went on hunger sirike
from Feb 16, 1962

According o O Ahad s

"National Politics 1945-75."
Mujib was transferred from
[Dhaka Medical College
Hospital to Faridpur jail on Feb
I15.

"We met him (Mujib) sev-
eral times at Dhaka hospital by
taking advantage of the police
guards' deliberate slackness.
He and another security pris-
oner, Mohiuddin Ahmed. toid
us they would start hunger-
strike from the 16th ... While
he was being transferred to
Faridpur. he met two Jubo
League leaders. Shamsuzzoha .,
and Shafli Hossain Khan at
Narayanganj railway station and
told them they would start
their strike on the stecamer
boat at t on the 16th,"
Oli Ahad wrote.

According to Abdul Matin
and Ahmed Rafiq's "The
History and _ of the

Movement.” Maulana
Abdul Hamid Khan Bhasani
lodged an appeal with the gov-
ernment to release Mujib and
Mohiuddin on "humanitarian
grourxls.”

MP
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decided in the meeting that
henceforth all bills before plac-
ing for consideration of the
House will be discussed in the
meeting of the parliamentary

A leading MP of the party,
speaking on condition of
anonymity, told The Daily Star
that the meeting helped the
MPs in froning out the differ-
ences and in bridging the
‘communication gap' between
the leaders and members of

the party.

Academic year
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school student in the capital
mentioned.
However, he added that |

stopped pirudun{ when |

heard our sc peon

'ﬂtclqlm-llnulhl:ldrla
your teachers are observing

sirike”. !
"We are passing our days
emgw.m.rhmgmd
ng". he with joy. -
talking to The Daily
Star, an HSC student said that
they were trying 1o thetr
tu-

finish
syllabus by taking private
itiomn.



