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One killed, 6
injured In
road mishap
From Our Correspondent

Feb. 14 : One person was
killed and six others were
seriously injured in a bus acci-
dent on the Rahanpur —
Sapahar road near Modhaipur
village of the district recently.

it ts learnt that the
Rahanpur bound bus was com-
ing from Sapahar suddenly fell
into a ditch beside the road at
Madhaipur village resulting the
death of a mother having four
child.

DINAJPUR

Farmer killed
in pump
accident

Feb. 14 : A young farmer
was killed Saturday in a
pump accident in Parbatipur
Upazila of the district, reports
UNB.

According to witnesses,
Abdul Awal, son of Sanaullah of
Haldibari village was checking
his pump machine in a field
with a scarfl on his shoulders.
Suddenly the uc:ﬁ got
wrapped with the chine
causing serious head

Hie was rushed to local
hospital where the attending
doctors declared him dead.

Reinstatement
of teachers
demanded

Feb. 14 : Students of
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal and
Chhatra Shibir, Islamic Univer-
_ units the Vice-
Chancellor's office Tuesday
d“:l:‘:n'llndin reinstatement of

ousted teachers. reports
UNB.

" The student leaders submit-
ted a memorandum to Viee-
Chancellor. Dr Abdul Hamid
who was holding the syndicate
meecting at that time.

Both the groups brought out
scparate processions in the

campus chanting slogans and
held rallies in favour of their
demand. Student lcaders of
—the both units addressed the
ralbies

MAWMDEE COURT

Law, order
situation
iImproves

Feb. 14 : Law and order sit-
uation in the district has con-
siderably tmproved pver the
past few months, according o
offictals here. reports UNB.

A meeling held at the
Deputy Commissioner's office
reviewed the situation and
expressed satisfaction at the
declining rate of erime in the
district,

Presided over by M. A
Kamal. Deputy Commissioner,
the meeting instrucied the of-
ficials o tackle the problem
erealed by trallle jam at
Choumuhanj through mobile
courts.

"I also gave necessary in-
structions for development of
the town and other arcas in
cluding eviction of unauthu-
rised road-side shops and
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AGRI-VARSITY

Orientation

for students

Feb. 14 : The university ori-
entation for the students of
Honours First Year of Bangla-
desh Agriculture University
(BAU) will be held at the
Shilpacharya Zainul Abedin
Auditorium on February 24,
reports UNB.

Faculty ortentation and hall
orientalion will also be held on
the same day.

The classes of Honours
course will commence on
February 25, says a Press
redeas
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RANGAMATI

Timbers worth

Tk 2.50 lakh
seized

Feb. 14 : Forest officials
have secized timbers worth
about Taka 2.50 lakh on
February 7 while being smug-

from the Kaptai Forest,
reports UNB.

The officials captured the
clephant “Badsha Bahadur”
engaged In extracting the tim-
bers and arrested its Mahout
Imamuddin.

According (o
sources, a patrol led by
::I:Te Officer. us Salam

ucted the operation and
recovered 500 cubic feet of
teak and other valuable tim-
bers while being extracted
illecgally from the Rampahar
beat arca of the government
reserved  forest.

On being produced belore
the Kaptal upazila courts,
Imamuddin was released on
badl.

Forest officlals are ng
a handsome amount of moncy

daily to feed and look after the
captured elephant.

official

MAULVIBAZAR

Tk 2.79 cr farm
loan sanctioned

Feb, 14 : A total of Taka
2.79 crore has been sanc-
tioned for distribution as loan
among the farmers of the
district during the current
financial year, reports UNB,

According to official
sources, Bangladesh Krishi
Bank. Rupali. Sonali. Janala
and Agrani Bank will disburse
the loans to help boost produc-
tion.

The source also informed
that the loans would be given
for purchasing agricultural
inputs and cultivation of paddy
and other crops.

RAJBARI

Newsman
stabbed

Feb. 14 : The UNB corte-
spondent of the district Ahsan
Habib was assaulted and
stabbed by some miscreants
here on Wednesday, witnesses
and family sources said.
reports UNB

He was admitted to Rajbari
Sadar liospital in a critical
condftion and was later shifted
to Pangu Hospfital in Dhaka.

Ilabib was attacked
allegedly by about 20 youths
belonging to the local unit of
JSD near raflway bridge here
on Wednesday morning while
he was going to Rajbari

Government College Centre of |

Degree examinations on a pro
fesstonal assignment

A case was filed with the
local police bul none was
arrested.

JAMALPUR

Science fair
ends

From Our Correspondent

Feb. 14 : Three-day long
science fair was held al
Jamalpur Covernment Asck
Mahmud College recently.

Jalal Ahmed, Depuly
Commissioner of the district
insugurated the fair,

in this conpection. a meet-
ing was held at college
premises with Asrafuddin in
the chair

The meeting was addressd
among others by Rezaul Karim
Vice-Principal of Zaheda Shafir
Girls College. Rokeya Begum
Headmistress of Singhjani
Citrls' High School. Prof. Altab
Hossain and Rafiqul Islam. VP
of A. M. College Student Undon.

Al least 30 ftems were dis
playcd and 20 institutions of
the district participated in the
fndr.

CHANDPUR

Seminar on
export promotion

Feb. 14 | A seminar was
held at Chandpur Puranbazar
under the auspices of Export

Promotion Bureau, Comilla in
rooperation with Chandpur

Chamber of Commerce and
Industry on Monday. reporis

ASS.

The seminar was presided
over by Md J Akhand
Sclim, President of Chandpus

Chamber of Commerce and

Md Yakub Al

Comundssioner.
M A Mabud. 8. P. :

The seminar was attended
by businessmen and cross -sec
tion of people.

The speakers urged the
uﬂnt“n 6 Increase
export for the development ol
the country
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GOPALGANJ: A storm recently hit 8 villages of the sadar upazila. It damaged over 500 kancha houses and standing
crops tm:ludmg IRRI-Boro paddy

Child, unregistered marriage

—~—Star Photo.

on increase 1n Bogra

BOGRA. Feb 14 : The ten-
dency of unregistered and
child marriages has increased
alarmingly in the Grealcer
Bogra district.

As a result. the number of
divorces has also increased for
non-payment ol dowry,
polygamy and immoral activi-
tics.

More than 50,000 child

marriages were solemnised

the last three years to

the remote areas of Bogra and
t districts.

The victims are mostly
poor. The poor parent can not
maintain their divorced girls.
Somctimes, the girl child are
forced to indulge in tmmoral
activities due to poverty and
ignorance of the parent. The

oppressed girl child do not get
pl'olecnnn m the socicty.

One gets 10 yrs
RI for killing
brother

RANGPUR, Feb 10:
Additional District and
Sessions Judge Abdur Rahman
Patwari convicted and sen-
tenced a man to 10 years rig-

orous trnr'homnu\l in absen-
tia for kiflling his younger
brother recently reports UNB.

The court also fined the ac-
cused Taka 2800, in default. to
suffer three months impris
onment more.

A case was flled and after
investigation police submitted
charge-sheet against the con-
'Il'k'l.

From Our Correspondent

More than one lakh and 50
thousand marriages werc
solemnised duri the last
three years. Out of the iotal,
only 20 per cent of the mar-
riages were registered in the

districts of Bogra and
Joypurhat.

Poverty and rance ol
the guardians bridegroom

are also the reasons bchind the
unregistered marriages.

According to District
Registration Office, There are
only 38 recognised marriage
registers in 11 upazilas of
Bogra district and 5 upazilas of
Joypurhat district.

it is gathered that as many
as 150 olffices for marriage
registration were set up in
different areas of the districts.
The so called offices arrange
volumes and documents from
local market and carry on their
business taking pecrmission
from the wunion parishad
chairman. 1t is informed that
such fake marriage registers
extort excess rate from the
guardians of bride or bride-
grooms and do not deposit the
same o the governmen! ac-
count.

About 50,000 marriages arc
solemnised every year. Of
them. only about 15,000 can
be treated as valid. According
o District Registration Office,
47 488 marriages have been
registered during the last
three years and 8 808 divorce
r.sts have been recorded
during the same period.

On the otherhand, about
50.000 divorce cases of unreg-
istered marriages were l.lnn

obscrved during the last three
vears in the Grealer Bogra
District for non-payment of
dowry, polygamy and immoral
activities. In most cases,
women ol the r class be-
came the victims. Due to non-
registration of marriages the
divorced women did not get
the legal protection.

In rural areas, most of the
bridegrooms prefer non-regis-
tered marriages to amid any
kind of trouble.

Besides, defying the gov-
ernment restriction. many
people marry more than once
in far-flung areas without the
written permission of the first
wile. Marriages in the rural ar-
cas often fail to ensure the
right of a wife due to absence
of deeds which provides the

legal protection.

Tk one lakh house
buldg grant

KUSHTIA. Feb 10 : The gov-
ernment has sanctioned Taka
one lakh as house building
grant for the victims of hail-
storm that lashed the district
recently, reports UNB.

District administration dis-
tributed 23 tons of rice, 700

pieces of lungis. 100 pieces of
garments, 130 pieces of blan-

kets, 468 of dhotis, 427
of sheets and 592
pieces of baby dress.

Officials said, the adminis-
tration earlier distributed 27
tons of rice and cash Taka 25
thousand as reliefl among the
victims.

S [ Notes from

Nak31 Kantha NOwW rare

KURIGRAM, Feb 14 Naksi
Kantha, the ornamenial em
broidery work by the country s
rural women folk which once
enchanted he foreigners and
even Lhe poels, Is virtually
withering.

Celcbrated poet Jasimuddin
being overwhelmed by the

isite beauty of the age okl

s Kantha (guill) composed
his lamous "Naksi Kanthar
M.‘-

The handmade kantha del-
icate needlework which por
trayed the cultural herte of
the country. ure now fad ol

5

From Our Correspondent

for mere survival.

There were hundreds of ar-
tisans in rural areas of our
country lo stitch kantha full of

| embroidery. The high
making cost., price-hike of
coloured yarn, thread, needle
and clothes und above all the
shortage of Uume are creating
hindranecs o the production
of the Raksi Kantlua.

Nakshi Kanitha of Greater
Fardpur, Madartpur., Sharia-
tpur. Rajbart. Gopalgon] and
Jessore was particularily
famous for its colourful art
work Desides, Nakst Kantha of
Bogra. Kushtia. Khulna,

with st competition from he
machine - woolen and
synthetic products.

Due to the expansion of
family wize, the women arti
sans remain busy with their
domestic work and can not af-
ford time to stiich kantha
With the increase of cost ol
living. the poor women who
uaed 10 se¢ll thewr labour o
stitching kanthas are com

pelled o charge higher rale

Rangpur. Pabna, Rajshahi,
Kurigram, Gatbandha and
r was also of high stan

in size and quality.
A handicraft worker said.

rural women of Hym

and Chlpmbﬂ-m
knit the kahtha tally

rngraving designs of flowers,
bsirvdn & trees cul-
tural herftage with the
of vurious colour,

The mult)-coloured hanthas

(quiits) use to fetch additional
income for the rural women to
support their family.

declining indigenous
tapestry culture has alrcady
squeezed the income oppor-
tunities of thousands of rural
yomer .

The wsual trend of design
and art work could also be de
veloped through proper guid-
ance to match the changing
taste of the people.

In order to revive the age
old culture of the country and
to create employment 1o the
poor, artisan- small cot-
tage industry may be set up in

the vil under the patron
age of the local rich prople
and unton parishads

The eolourful kanthas may
also draw the attention of buy
era both from home and
abroad.

Gevernment plan and assiy,
tlance to revive rural economy
by setting up Kantha -based
small cottage industry Is
keenly felt by the people of the
country.

Rangpur

From Our Correspondent

RANGPUR Feb. 14 : The
Institutional training to the
women under Vulnerable
Group Development (VGD)
progrgmme is going in the dis-
trict.

At least 12 such training
centres have been running in
the district. Of them. 8 in
sadar upazila, 2 in Kaunia and

1 in Pirgacha and Taragonj up-
azilas cach.

As many as 2350 distressed
women are being imparted
with the income generating
training in these centres.

The lrainin(fn include —
poultry and dairy farming,
agriculture, small scale buki-
ness and cottage industries.

Electricity bill
problem

The electricity consumers
in the town areas have been
f[acing inconveniences and fi-
nancifal hardships due to non
getting of electric bills regu-
larly from the
Development Board,

According to the allega-
tions. the PDB officials have
been giving them clectric bills
of long 4 and 5 months at a
time which causing a great
hardships to them in paying
the bills duly. As a result, the
arrear clectric bills have been
swelling and lying with the
consumers unpaid.

The worst sufferers are,
Munshipara, Mistripara,
Kamarpara, Adarshapara, Ashr-
atpur and fts adjoining areas.

2.45 lakh sets of books
for pry students

About 2.44,600 seis of
books are being distributed
among the primary students al
free of cost in the district dur-
ing the current academic year.

There are total 914 primary
schools in the district, of them
702 are government and the
rest 212 are non-government.

Al least 2.45,000 prima
students of these schools will
be benefitted with the free
distribution of books.

Drinking water
supply plan

The Public Health Engl-
neering Department has been
EIE{?UHI}F a programme for
supply ol pure drinking water
to the rural masses in greater
Rangpur Zone during the
current fiscal vear.

Linder the progr: Amme,
1 765 new tubewrells are being
installed while about 2300
choked up tubewells are 1o be
refielded,

The PHE department is fur-
ther continuing selling of sani-
tary latrine scts at cheap rate
to the rural arcas of the rone.
About 1285 such lairinc sets
will be sold in the rural arcas
under the programme.

Relief for people

Ihe Reltel and Rehab-
tlitation department has
dllocated 430 cartoons of edi-
ble ol and 6] cartoons baby
food for the distressed
of the district. The distribution
work has been started and
likely to be completed shortly.

Lawyer dead

Ataur Rahman, a noted
lawyer of Rangpur bar died at
Dhaka Diabetic Hospital re-
cently. He was 65

He was suffering from dia-
betie diacase for some time
past. His was taken to
Rangpur and his H.nqj-
Zanaja held at local Guptapara
Jame Mosque which was par-
ticipated by the and
members of the distriet bar
besides large number of elites
and host of relatives.

He left behind wife and two
sons and a host of irtends and
relatives 1o mowm. He was

burted at Noorpur graveyard.

Power:-

Diarrhoea claims 6,

attacks 200

PABNA, Feb 14: Diarrhoea
claim six Hves including two
babies and attacked 200 others
in two upazilas of the district
during the last few day. re-
ports UNB.

According to olficial sources
the deceased were Hema (5).
daughter of Halim Sarker of
Kalabagan, Jaygun Bibi (55).
Hemayetpur, Nasir (8), son of
Faruque Hossain of Sanikdir
and Mazeda (22). wife of
Shajahan Al of village Singa in
Sadar upazila, Lutfar (40), of
Kalia village and Ali Kashem
(55). of Sonahara village in

Faridpur upazila.

Scarcity of drinking water
and consumption of adulter-
ated food were attributed to
the outbreak of the discase

The much endowed fame of
the local pottery industry is
fading away fast due to price
hike of clay, dyes and other

necessary inputs.

Most of the once famous
potters of Pabna Sadar.
Santhia, Bera, Sujanagar,
Chatmohar, Vangoura, Farid-
upr, Ishurdi and Atgharia
upazilas have been forced to
give up their ancestral profes-
sion, local people said.

The extensive use of alu-
minfum utensils has aggravated
the situation. As the local buy-
ers prefer to use aluminjum
products the price of earthen
wares have come down much
in the markets.

Moreover. shortage of capi-
tal has compounded their
problems which led to ex-

loftation of the poor potters
the money lenders.

The potters community
urged the authorities for soft-
term loan and marketing factli-
ties of their products to en-
able them continue their age
old occupation.

Tk 2.26 lakh Indian
goods seized

BARAHMANBARIA. Fcb 14;
Bangladesh Rilles seized
s goods worth Taka
1.36 in two separate raids in
the district, UNB.

BDR personnel recovered
508 pieces of Indian sarees
and over 100 packs of .
del from Akhaura m]::’l:rz
joining areas recently.

In another raid conducted
on Dhaka bound Surma Mail
train they seized Indian sugar
worth Taka 30.000

A case was lodged with
Akhaura thana but none was
arrested yel.

The goods were handed
gver to the local customs.
~ A report from Comilla says:
Police seized Indian goods
worth about Taka 40,000 from
wholesale shops at Chawk
Bazar and arrested three peo-

ple in this connection.

The goods seized included
379 kg sugar. 298 kg of ter-
meric, 140kg of pulses, 1186
phensydel syrup and 20 bottles
of other medicines.

Another report from Fenti
adds: Bangladesh Rifles and
customs have setzed
Indian goods worth about Taka
50,000 from a house at village
Borai of Porshuram upazila.

Acting on secret informa-
tion on February 4. BDR and
customs men rushed to the
house and seized the contra-
band goods including spices,
pulses. onjon and sugar.

None was arrested in this
connection.

The goods
handed over to local customs
authorities and a case was
lodged with sadar thana

were later

10,000 children
in jobs to

earn bread
From Our Correspondent

DINAJPUR, Feb

The number of child
labourers is increasing in the
district day by day.

With the influx of floating
people in urban areas, some
people take the advantage and
en the minor in dif-
ferent fields of activities.
Minor children are compelled
to take up these job to earn
their livelihood.

The tender agar boys and
girls are engaged mostly as
helpers in the construction
work. hostels, restaurants, fac-
tories, motor garages, bak-
eries, bicycle repairing shops,
welding workshop and as do-
mestic servants.

According to International
Labour Law, children below the
age of 15 years are not allowed
to take up hard work. In the
district. children who are en-
gaged in such activities are
hardly 12 years old.

In a recent survey, it has
been found that these children
are to take up hard
work because of their poverty.

About 10,000 child labour-
ers are in this district
to eamn their lthood. Most
of them have no shelter to live
in after the :Ithuz*l whn.rd worth
They spend night at bus
stations or in the verandah of
other houses.

4 injured in
post-polls
attack

From Our Correspondent

PABNA. Feb. 14; Four
sons were injured, two of them
seriously by an attack of about
30 people equipped with
deadly weapons like kala, dao.
sarki and hockey sticks re-
cently at village Stmulla of
Jatsakhini Unton Parishad un-
der Bera Upazila.

According to reporis, one
Moksed All Prang along with
his brothers. and sons and
other 20 to 25 accomplices at-
tacked the house of Osman
Prang of the same village at 10
am on February 4 as he did not
cast vote in lfavour of Moksed
All's candidate.

The attackers include
Moksed All's two brothers.
Akkas and AfZal, his sons,
Forhad. Forman and his
nephew Siddiq and

It is informed that n.'-n
Prang was not present during
the attack and the attackers
beat the inmates of the house,
Rajab Prang. his wife Ghari
Begum and the two daughters
of Oaman.

Of the injured, the condi-
tion of Rajab Prang and one of
his niece is sitated to be critl-
cal who are now under treat-
ment at the Bera Upazila
Health Complex.

A case has been registerea
with the Bera Upazila Court in
this connection.

Construction of 5 roads on

Works on 657 test
relief projects end

MAGURA. Feb 14: Work has
been completed on 640
projects in four of the
district under Test Relief

4 rts UNB.

A total of 1010 metric tons
ol wheat had been utilised for
the implementation of the
projects under the prog-
rmmme.

According to an official
source, 233 projects have been
completed in Sadar upaszila
costing 329 metric tons of
wheat, 25 projedts in
Municipal area costing 44
metrie tons, 106 projects in
Salikha costing 164. metric
tons, 126 projects in Sreepur
costing 227 metric tons and
rest 147 projects In
Mohammadpur upazila costing
246 metric tons.

Besides, earth work of 17
kutcha roads in three upazilas
have been completed with a
total cost of 113 metric tons ol
wheat,

Of the total projects. 8 have
been vcvompleted in Moha-
mmadpur, 5 in Saltkha and 4
in Srecpur upazilas under the
post monsoon rehabilitation

Fm'g-wﬂhhmﬂnmhﬂ

swing to complete in the
eurrent fiscal year the
cronsiruction of five roads in
the district under the annual
develupment programme.

The roads are 1o be ready by
May next when road com-
munication of the district
would greatly improve. officials
saic]

435 km canails to
be excavated

Another repert from
Matidce Court adds: A total of
km of canals will be
excavated in 68 thanas of the
district with 400 metric tons
of wheat under national Canal

Digging Programme this
SCANON
According teo official

sources. Taka 4.26 lakh will be
pent for purchasing basket
ﬂ pade and Taka 26.50 lakh
be spent for construction
of culvert. :

According to olficial
sources, 100 metric tons of
wheat were allocated for re-
excavation of 10.70 km
Sullakia-Vatirtck canal. Taka
72.088 for purchase of bashet
and spade, Taka 20 Iakh for
construction of culvert in

Sadar upazila.



