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Ghali meets Somalian leaders:

Secretary -Oeneral Boutros Boutros-Ghall met Thursday with
delegations representing the twp main warring factions in

Somalia in an
engulicd u.
Nations.

o stop the brutal clan war that has
the capital, AP reports from United

There was no word of progress In achieving a cease-firc as
rebel forces stepped up attacks in Mogadishu in an attempt to

capture an alrstrip.

UN officials said the secretary-general met separately with

tatives

for Interim Semali President All Mahdi

Mw and his archrival, Gen Mohamod Farrah Aidid —
both of opposing factions of the same clan.

In the afternoon Undersecretary-General James Jonah met
representatives of the interim government and planned to

moeel se
Detatls of t
-commented

tely Friday with the rebel side
talks were not disclosed and netther side

ROK Ehne crash claims 7 lives:
Seven Sou

Korean army officers including a three-siar

were killed Friday when an army helicop
| town. staic redio and other reports said,

in a

Reuter from Scoul

ter crashed

Licutenant Gencral Lee Hyon-Bu. commander of the army's
seventh corps. and six other officers from Lees' Unit were
killed ia the crash on a mountain in the southeastern town of
Sensan. the Korea Broadcasting System (KBS) and the

hﬂl:l-tk'l'mﬂup

news agency said.

a witness as saying the helicopler crashed

ut did not explode.

reline

are investigating. the reports said.

in New Je

row house Thursday morning. killing
ing at least six age

o Fire swepl
|18 or younger.

authorities said and two other residents were seriously

injured, AP reports from New Jersey.
“The victims' ages range from 2 years w0 72 years.” said

E

Three kerosene heaters and an electric s

police Lt Joseph Richardson. "It's a terrible’ terrible tragedy.
forbid.”

pace heater were

found in lhr house, whose main heating system was not oper-

2

salkd Fire Chiel Kenneth L Pénn

“They should be outlawed. There are too many things that
can go wrong with them.” Penn said. He added that the house

had no smoke detectors.

Offictals stressed that the cause of the fire had not been
determined for certain. and said damage was so extensive it

may be hard 10 confirm.

it appeared that all were asleep when the fire broke out
but that some tried 1o flee before being overcome. Penn said.
The fire spread so fast "they never had a chance,” he said.

Iraq, Iran talk POWs issue: o

from Iraq and lran met here Thursday to discuss lhl:
repatriation of some 36,000 prisoners of war who arc
reportedly still being detained nearly four years since the end

of fighting between the two countries,

Geneva.

AFP reports from

"We hope that definitive procedures will be found to en-

sure the speedy

repatriation of the living prisoners and that

the families of the missing will be informed of their fate,” said
spokesman for the sponsors of the talks, the mternational
Enmrrlttu of The Red Cross (ICRC).

VlolemeleavaGeadinlejab:‘n

Congress-| election campaigner and two militants were killed

in Punjnh stnce last nigh
(I) was gunned down by

L PT
Vijay Singh. a rickshaw pu
militants ncar Kamla Nehru Colony

rom Chandigorh says
canvassing for thc Cungreu

under Kotwali police station area of Bathinda district last

night. Emptic

s of AK-47 were recovered from the spot.

An unidentified militants was killed in an encounter with

security

irict while his associate managed to escape

forces near village Kathoor Chawk in Sangrur dis-

. One 315 bore -

fle and a scooter were recovered [rom the spot

Police also recovered bullet ridden body of an unidentified
militant from a village in Batala police district today. It was
reported (o be a case of inter-gang rivalry.

India won't sign nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty

NEW DELHL. Feb 13
has made it clear 1l 31 will
retain its nuclear optywn: and
. will not sign the Nuclear Non
Pfﬂ"‘ﬂfﬂ-lhn Tn:ﬂ'}' as IHIH__ s
other nations possess nu i ai

weapons, reports Xinhua.

Iindia

This stand was stated by

Minister for External Affairs
Madhavsing Solanki at a par
llamentary consultative com-
mittee meceting here on
Wedrnesday local pres reported
today . .

Supporting the govern-
ment's stand on the nuclear is-
sue, the committee members
agreed at the meeting that it is
difficult to accept a proposal by
Pakistan on regional nuclear
Weapons issue

The proposal was put for-
ward in June last year for a

five-country meeting involving
Pakistan. India. the United
States, the Erstiwhile Soviet
Unton and China to discuss the
question of declaring South
Asia as a nuclear weapons I'r'n.
201C.

Some committee members
accused Pakistan of attempting
1N use uranivm
Rusakhstan; lhoring nuclear sci-
critists from the former Soviet
Union and establishing collab-
oration with Kazakhstan,
Solanki also noted Pakistan's
recent declaration of its ca-
pacity to bulld a nuclear de-
vice,

The committee members
added that discussions on nu-
clear proliferation must be

.held in a context acceptable to

India.

Lankan troops overrun

two Tigers' hideouts

COLOMBO. Feb 14:
Government troops have over-
run two Tamil guerilla lairs in
castern Sri Lanka as a fresh
drive against the militants
continued. a military
lpnh:ln'-n said today. reports

Hc utd troops had cap
tured the two }unglc hldmuln
of the Liberation rs of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) in coastal
Batticaloa district and de-
stroyed at total of 12 huts
within them. )

An unknown number of
militants fled in the face of the
major drive by the security
forces against LTTE positions
in castern province — includ-
ing Batticaloa [nr*hm has
been underway two weeks,
he said.

We have killed five terror-
ists in the Batticaloa district
alone yesterday (Thursday) and
recovered some automatic as-
sault rifles and grenades. the
spokesman satd.

He also sald three LTTE
men were killed in neighbour-
ing Trincpmalee district. while
another three drowned when
the fired and sank their
boat off the island’s northern
coast Thursday. *

The spokesman did not say
if the security forces suffered
any casualties durln[ the
overnight battles

The milftary has said {t has
slepped up operations against
the LTTE in the eastern
province, army spokesman
Colonel Sarath Munasinge told
reporiers yesterday that vir-
tually every soldier in the east
was drawn into combat.

The medical facility, the
only such institute in the war-
torn region, is under ICRC
protection and botl. “arring
pariies had earlier given an
undcrlnklng o leave it alone.

from.

]

AKA SATURDAY FEBRUARY 15, 1992 )
ﬁ International

Russia may form own army if

MOSCOW. Feb 14
President Boris Yeltsin muy
form a se te Russian wrmy
this week #f the common
wealth states don'l accep!
united military control. his
aides sald Thursday. stepping
up pressure on the eve of their
third summit. reports AP

Leaders of the 11-member
Commonwealth eof Inde
pendent States began
gathering Thursday in Minsk
Belurus, for a two-day meeting
that leaders’ hope will resolve
the divisive military disputcs
threatening the 9-weck old us-
sociation.

The military schisms al
ready have hurt its ability o
coordinate economic reforms
in the former Soviet Union and

thrown deubt on for a
smooth allance of lormer
Sovict republics.,

"There's nothing sirange in
independent states having

their own national armies. But
it's something else o establish
their (good] reldtions within
the [ramework of the com-
monwealth ™ Azerbaljanit
President Ayaz Mutalibov satd
upon arriving in Minsk. the
ITAR-Tass news agency re-

ported _
Military officials on
Thursday hammered out 13

propusals intended for discus-
sion. including one setting
cach state' s share of a common
defense budget and another
underscoring their right o
form separate armies.

The working group. chalred
by interim ecommonwealth
military commander Yevgeny
Shaposhnikov., apparently
failed w0 resolve details about
the size, type and command of

the foroes. ﬁmtih?-hm

discussion entirely
Seca flect. the target of compe
ing claims by Rullll lﬂd

Ukratne

Yeltsin, before his
presidential jet in Moscow,
said he thought the 'ﬂ:
would “not be easy” but cou
still make “headway.” Russian
media sald

But Belarussian Prime
Minister Vyacheslav Kebich

i uit” talks and
President rat
Niyazov said . he
for united force would fail.
ITAR-Tass re

Moldovian Pr:ﬂdtnl Mircea
Snegur was even more pes-
simistic, ing flatly the
"commonwealth Is not long-
lasting "

Moldova, Azerbaljan and
Ukratne the common-
wealth to let them form sepa-
rate militaries out of the
former Boviel forces on their
territery. Russia and
Kazakhstan want a umnified
force. saying divistons could be

WASHINGTON, Elizabeth Dole, President of the Ameriean Red Cross, holds up Tuesday(Feb

ILan

original document from one of the Nazi concentration
this and other documents to help people worldwide determine the fate
during the third Reich Regime.

others disapprove jt command

Snake's appearance -triggers

riot in Delhi: 8 killed

NEW DELHI: The mysteri-
ous appcaranec of a snakc un
der a pcepul tree In a town
necar the Indian capital trig-
gered Hindu-Muslim riots that
left eight people dead and sev-
eral injured, a newspaper re-
ported . says AFP.

The snake's appearance
was perceived as a divine
sanction for plans to construct

a temple at the site by Hindus.
and when a group of Muslims
objected street battles

erupted, the ploneer said.

The violence Wednesday
evening at Hapur. 55 kilome-
ters east of here. left four peo-
zyl::. dead in police firing and

r others in stabbings. ncws

reports said. Nincteen people,
including 15 policemen. were
injyrced.

'he snake ftscll leflt as
soon as the clash erupted, but
fts devotees phinged headlong
into a violent battle™ the pi-
onecer added. Police sald most
ol the dead were Muslims.

The Daily said the tree was
located near a drain where
people came only for morning
ablutions until one morning
some four weeks ago when a
small stone idol of the Hindu
God Shiva was found there.

The drain then acquired a
holy touch and Hindus began
making plans to construct a
tempie, dtlpllc uppuitﬂnn

[rom Muslims. one of whom
owncd the land and thought
the Hindus were (rying to
usurp it
objections led to  ar-

guments and finally to rlots
Wednesday, when both groups
altacked each other with acid-
filled bottles, missiles and
petrol bombs, forcing the po-

ltoe o use tear gas and finally
open fire.

Rajesh Kumar Rai, a super-
intendent of police and a
Hindu, was as saying
that the “probably came
from the basket of a snake
r.-hurmu"nnd accused Hindus

going back on their
mmhﬂuﬂdmm

Rafsanjani for solidarity among

Muslims to confront US threat

TEHRAN, Feb 14:

Iranian

President Hashemi Rafsanjant

yesterday appealed for
solidarity among the Muslim
people to confront the threal
of the United States. reports
Xinhua,

He was referring
demand that Tripoli hand over
two Libyans accused of in-
volvement in the bombing in
Scotland of a Pan Am airlincr
three years ago in which 270
people were killed.

to the U.S’

Washington and London
are pushing for the adoption of
a U.N. resolution to tmposc
cconomic and miltary sanc
tions against Libya, which in-
sists on the formation of an
impartial international tribunal
to investigate incident rather,
than extraditing the two sus-

pecis.
* Meeting with Chalrman of
Libyga's General People's

Congress (GPC) Abdul-Razak
Sosah here yesterday Ralsa
I"lﬂ.rl.'l said Ihal. an Wﬂuhingl.un is

slaging an_ anti-
paign,

cam-
Muslim states should

£ L .H*_?{_‘#r -

PRESIDENT RAFSANJANI
Pragmatic leader

strengthen
coordination.

unity and

The Libyan official. before
winding up his four-day visit to
Iran, said the Libyan and

Iranian leader were undertak-
ing the task of mobilizing

Muslims against their ene-
mies.

He lhlnﬂ Iran for its

support to the Libyan govern- |
his talks with |

ment,
lrantan officials will enhance
Tehran-Tripoli cooperation.

Iran's Majlis (parliament)
Speaker Hojatoleslam Mahdi

Karrubi. who saw his Libyan
counterpart off at the airport,

said the Iranian people "are
beside the Libyans in their

anti-imperialist campaigns”.

During his stay here, the
Libyan official and his high-
level delegation also held talks

with lran's foreign minister Al
Akbar Velayati.

' Hoping o scare other states
from out of the
united military. Yeltsin in re-
cent months has sald Russia is
prepared to form its own army
o protect itsell. Such a foree
would easily be the most pow-
erful in the former Soviel
Union, automatically possess.
ing most nuclear and conven
His aides lurnu:l up the
heat Thursday. saying Yeltsin
was ready to sign a decrec
sometime afier Friday to ere-
ate a Russian military force and
8 defense '
point a defense minister

"Russia stated more than
once that # was not 1o
form H“;-rmd forees . But
after Minsk mﬁu. that
will be the moment for us o
declare formation of the
Russian army.” said former
:nﬂﬂ Col. Gen. Dmitri

olkogonov, now the top de-
fense adviser 1o Pnrldrm
Boris N. Yehtsin.

Newspaper reporis said the
Russian army could number up
to | méllon men and Include
land and naval forces. interior
troops and border guards,

But when asked in Minsk
whether he intended to sign
the decree, Yeltsin sald: “) do
not intend to do that for the
time being -

Under the draft documents
Thursday the commonwealth
stales -m_ild reilerate their
commiiment to keeping
strategic forces. Including an
estimated 27.000 nuclear
warheads, under united con-
trol.

It also would commit them
o joint command of all con
ventional forces, and would
have Russia shoulder the
biggest burden of defense
spending at 62.3 per cent. fol
h-nlu: Ukraine at 17.3 per
cend Kazakhstan at 5.1 per

’Dﬁﬂlh and news reports
did not give a list of partici-
panis at the working group
session and it was unclear
whether all states had at-
tended

, and to ap-®

o sm— e

UTA bombing

Suspects may
appear before
court in France

PARIS, Feb 14: Libyan
Leader Muammar Gaddafl indi
cated on Thursday that four of
his officials accused of in-
volvement in the 1989 bomb-
ing of a French airline might
#0 o France to stand trial. re-
ports Reuter.

“They have themselves said
they are ready to go to France
to appear in court.” Gaddafi
sald in an interview with
French television."Even il they
are sure of their innocence
they have their sibili-
ties and must take them.”

However Gaddafi ruled out
handing over two Libyans
wanted by Britain and the
United States for the bombing
of a Pan Am airline over
Scotland in 1988.

"Ih:ne two have no

m are simple l:itj

mhe

Honecker suffers

from cancer

SANTIAGO, Feb 14 : Former
East German leader Erich
Honecker suffers from termi-
nal cancer and needs urgent
medical treatment only avail-
able outside the Chilcan em-
bassy in Moscow. where he is
currently hold up. Foreign
Ministry sources said

Thursday, reports AFP,

Chile’'s acting Foreign
Minister, Edmundo Vargas.
declined to confirm the re-
port, but acknowledged that
the : former communist leader
"#s in serfous condition.”

“It is urgent that he imme-

" diately recetve the best medi-

cal attention without risking
his personal liberty.” he said.
Reports ([rom Germany
indicated that Chile would ack
the UN Human Rights
Commission, which is based in
Geneva, to intervene so that

Honecker could be |‘-I::il,ll
kzed in the Russian capi

Iinllluﬁ-‘

Rushdie says 3-year in
hldmgpazdthepm

LONDON: Author Salman

Rushdie satd Thursday htn

ending “Muslims and
Ippclh: to the British
government (o pul pressure

on lran o Hit s death
threat against him. reports
Reuter.

Rushdie, speaking on the
eve of the third anniversary
of the lranian Death Decrec.
sald Britain should insisi
there could be no Impro
vement in rclations with
Tehran until the sentence
was revoked

Indian-born Hushdic. 44
has been in hiding undecr
police guard since February
I4th 1988, when the late
rantan spirttual leader Ayan-
willah Ruhollah Khomeini

ordercd his death for alle

Tl

gedly insulting Islam in his book the Satanic 'rt-ru-u :

“Three years of my life — that's a high price,” the author:
sald in an Interview with a British radin arts programme

The biggest burden of being in hiding was the enforced
separation from his Son Zafar
son's life — missing 1t — that's an even higher price ”

Pet pit bull kills infant

ANCHORAGE. Alaska ;. A 9-month old boy died after the

family’'s pit bull clamped s jaw

head when his mother

he said

Three years of my

s on the back of the child' s
picked him up. reports AP

The 60-pound (27 kilo) dog rin away and returmed W at

tack again Wednesday. biting

the boy's mother. Chris Colfman.

on the neck and face hfiurr it was conflined 1o & bathroom
The child whose name waa not relcased. died about an

hour after the attack
Invest

was s

up and the animal snapped

tors sakd the attack was unprovoked. The child
ing in the Iving room when his mother picked hMm

"The mother hadn' ﬂl;lt picked him up quickly or any-

thing Wke that -

said poliee Lt Shirley Warner

dog In being quarantined for 10 days to see if 11 s ra

Strwagestvolcanom
cold hearted Triton ?

bad.

LOS ANGELES

Enbanced versions of the Voyager 2

spacecrafl's pictures reveal what look ltke three gigantic, lee-

tisls rrpnrlr:i Fr"ld.uy_ naxy's A
If the Mal. nearly

.gushing volcanoes on Neptune's [(rozen moon Triton,

circular features are volecant

Bohen-

they are

the fourth kind of ce volcano seen on Triton and a type never
before secn In the solar system, said Pascal Lee, a Cornell

University planetary scientist

The smallest rcircle ts 282 kilomelers wide and the largest
measures 933 kilometers across— more than one third of the

moon s dlameter

"We think we're seeing volcaniasm on a global scale,” al-

though 1t isn't known i they are

Thursday

still active, Lee said

Trton is the coldest object ever measured in the solar sys-
tem., with a surface temperatures of 39] degrees below zero

Fahrenheit.

The i(dea of tcy volcanismm may seem strange considering
Earth s volcanoes produce hot molten rock. But if the ice in-
side Triton is warmer than the matenal on the surface. it can
produce eruptions, sclentisls say

i

i P

trial by Marion Country court.

= ; f r——— i 3
File photo of Des‘.rrer Waﬁhmgtnn the Miss Black hmmﬂ
contestant who accused boxer Mike Tyson of raping her,

was one of the pieces of evidence in Tyson's trial. This
undated photo was released to the news media during the

. AFP/UNB photo

Serb rebel leader opposes UN troops deployment

BELGRADE, Feb 14: A rebel
Serb Jeader in Croatia on
Thursday warned of “large ca-
sualties” if U.N. peacckeepers
are senl o the republic, as
U.N. officials said the secre-
tary-general would recom-
mend their deployment . re-
ports AP.

U.N. spokesman Francois
Giuliani said in New York that
Secretary - General Boutros
Boutros-Ghali would recom-
mend deployment of 13.000

peacekeepers to the Securit
Council early next week. ’

But Milan Babic, leader of
the self-proclaimed Serbian
republic of Krajina in south-
western Croatia, warned in a

latter to  Boutros-Ghali that
deployment " without our
agreement. will certainly cause
large casualties, the
Belgrade-based Tanjug news
l#n;z reported.

bic opposes the U.N.
peace plan because 1t call for
the withdrawal of federal
forces and disarming of irregu-
lar forces such as Babic's.

The U.N. Sccurity Council
voted last week Lo defer de-
ployment of péacekeepers
untfl all parties to the conllict
agree,

U.N. oflicials said the de-
ployment of peacekeeping
troops could further isolate
Babic and put pressure on him
to cooperate. Serblan, Croatian

and army leaders have ac-
cepled the plan.

A precondition for de-
ployment ol peacekeeping
troops was continued obser-
vance of a January 3 ceasefire,

There have been repeated re-

poris ol violations.

Al least two ople were

reported killed Wednesday

carly Thursday. Croatian de-
lence ollicials reported new
attacks Thursday on the ecast-
ern stronghold of Osijek and
around Nova Gradiska on the
central front.

Thousands have died iIn
fighting which escalfted into
etvil war after Croatia declared
independence last June 265,
About 700.000 Serbs and

Croats have been made home-
less.

in Bel . representatives
of Serbs from Croatia and eth-
nically mllnd Bosnia-Her-
cegovina met with repre-
sentatives [rom Serbia and
Montenegro to discuss forming
a new, smaller Y ;

Serblan President Slobodan
Milosevic and his Montene:
grin counterpart Momir Bul-
atovic agreed in principle
Wednesday to form such a
state.

Serbia and Montenegro are
the only two of ¥ ‘s six
republics which have not
sought international recogni-
tion.

Croatia and Slovenia were

Aan
oZen

recognized by the Eu
Community and two

other ‘countries last month.
Eleven EC countries appear
prepared to recognize
Macedonia as early as next
week, despite objections b
neighboring Greece, whic
claims Macedonia wants to
take over some Greek terri-

mq‘l'ne federal army speeded
up fts surprise pullout from
Macedonia Thu :

In Bosnia, which also
seeks recognition and has
scheduled a peferendum on
independence later this
month, leaders of the Muslim,
Serb and Croat communities
met in a bid o resolve differ

ences over the republic’s o
ture, Tanjug reported,

Bosnia has stayed out of the
conflict in Croatia. But rising
ethnic tenstons have height-
ened fears of armed conflict in
the republic. where Muslims
account for 40 percent , Serbs
33 per cent and Croats 17 per
cent of the population.

Leaders of Serbs and
Croats want Bosnia divided
among the three ethnic
groups, while Muslims who ad-
vocate a unified sovereign
Bosnia, say f[ragmentation
woutld cause bloc

The deployment of UN
peacckeepers could ease fears
that the conflict

o Bosnia

would spread |

—

Baker visits
Tajikistan

DUSHANBE, Tajikistan. Feb
14: U.S. Seccretary of State
James Baker visited -
dependent Tajikistan yester-
day in a campaign to bufld ties
between Muslim Central Asia
and the West, reports Reutbr.

Turkey and Ilhmlt Iran
are r.:rmprm'q for mnfluence n
former Soviet republics with
large Muslim populations and
Baker ta attempting to ensure
that Turkey and the West pre-
vidl.

Alter two hours of talks In

the snow-blanketed
Bushanbe, Baker and Tajthk

president Rakhman Nabiyev
told reporicers they were

plcased with the meecting and
would hold more discussion.



