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Developing Hygienic Habits

Sanitation, admittedly, is a much neglected is-
sue in this part of the world. But the issue Is

closely related to health, hygiene and even envi-
ronment. That relation was particularly focused at
a conference on “"Social Mobilisation for Sanita-
tion” by the speakers on Tuesday. No doubt, the
concerned people recognise the gravity of the
and still keep their activities limited to
seminars and symposiums — mostly.
‘Then something is surely amiss. Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia was however quick tl: pin-
that link. That it is the people's in-
mm 1tiI@:;.."‘.:1;.“.'gmr.:w:w:m.xm for the success of the na-
tional record on sanitation is more than sure. Bl:u
the Intrigu uestion is — how to involve the
in t:: :gmtment for sanitation? Cold [fig-
ures, although hardly represent the true picture,

are at Jeast enough here 1o focus on the low level
of the ‘s awareness about sanitation. If

1000 children die of diarrhoea and other dis-

eases every day and 90 per cent of the people are

of basic sanitation [acilities, it becomes

obvious that not poverty alone is the villain bult

our proverbial callousness is, to a great extent,
for the dismal situation.

Economic health surely has its reflection on
the sanitation situation of a society. It is also a
habit that can go a long way in improving the na-
tional sanitation record. Even some of the devel-

countries like Singapore have a unique way
teaching their students sanitation and envi-
ronmental lessons. In fact, the lessons should be-
gin at home. And who does not know that habits
— good or bad — die hard? The merits ol develop-
ing. at an early age, a conscious effort at keeping
the surrounding clean cannot be measured in
terms of money. We should start training our stu-
dents on sanitation and thus the mobilisation of
public opinion in favour of environment-friendly
es can be easier. Sadly. though, the
school curriculum in the country has not much to
boast on sanitation also.

The theme, when extended, presents a para-
doxical picture in that the posh areas of the city
have stinking garbage piles side by side the beau-
tifully manicured flower lawns of the most mod-
ern residential houses, The malice therefore is
more mental than anything else. So, it is no
longer a question of the PM Indulging in
rhetorics but of a concerted eflort on the part of
the people, the sanitation department and the
non-government organisations working in the
area at making the movement a success.

True, the government and some NGOs in par-
ticular have taken pains to improve sanitation [a-
cilities through distribution of hygienic latrines
and tubewells. Credit surely goes to all of them
for doing the good job but at the same time it
must be noted that the programmes are being
carried on In isolation. Those programmes alone,
without having taken care of a few other peren-
nial problems, cannot fully ensure a safe envi-
ronment, but they are sure (o substantially im-
prove the condition. And that is no mean
achievement provided that everything goes on

smoothly. In this respect, the NGO Bureau's role
cannot be overemphasised. Il can and should el-
fectively coordinate and integrate the sanitation
programmes of the government and the NGOs.
Only then the overlapping of programmes and the
failure to reach the facilities at all to some places
can be avoided. The perspective of sanitation of
the country should be taken as a whole.

- »

Heroin Deaths in Pabna

Whatever might Dr Goebbles had said as an
eternally derided aphorism. the incredible con-
tinues to be incredible even il you keep on re-
peating it. There have been comments galore on
drug addiction in the national press. And the se-
riousness of the problem has rather been light-
ened by sponsored processions in Dhaka decrying
addiction and by newspapers publishing pho-
tographs of those apologies of a parade divorced
all the way from the reality of the thing. We too.
in good faith, have commented on the spread of
the real danger. thinking that this would help in-
duce the authorities to act and the readers to re-
solve to resist. And then comes news from Pabna,
which is a far-cry from being something as ur-
banised and cosmopolitan as to be infected with
the poisons of modern western vices, that 40
persons have died there of drug addiction in the
last one year. Moreover 30,000 families have been
claimed to have been affected by the aflliction the
same year In the same The Dally Star, February
13. story,

This is, as we said, incredible. And Pabna being
what it is the incredibility of the bad tidings dg
not diminish.

There are at least two lessons to learn from the
Pabna disaster. One, if the situation in Pabna is
that bad, there cannot be any point in
Bangladesh — be it Thakurgaon or Jhikorgachha
or whatever — which hasn't been infected by the
problem. There is a corollary to this lesson: there
may indeed be scores and scores of places where
the problem would be worse — far worse.

Lesson number two: as it is in the Pabna report
in The Daily Star, heroin addiction has become a
very much Bengali vice bred as a necessary off-
shoot neither of affluence nor of the breaking
down of the moral fabric of the society in the
Western pattern — but of the very real and painful
fact of abject poverty. Our forebears, specially the
old ones among them. in order to fight off pain
caused by hopeless maladies such as cancer. used
to partake of opium in controlled doses. Our
compatriots of the present generation are taking
to heroin addiction to assuage the sufferings gen-
erated by poverty. This country-wide spread of
addiction has got nothing to do with the
addiction indulged in by a handful of wayward
children of the opulent families of the
metropolis, the latter being the butt of all of
government's attention, if there is any.

We demand of the government an urgent
lowdown on the national situation vis-a-vis heroin
addiction. And with that. what they propose to do
to contain and curtail that.
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poltcy

iticians and foreign

specialists in the United Staics

arc actively debating what role
should play in the
post War world.

Many visions are being pult
forth. but one In particulur
stands out for s clarfty. and
the vivid rhetoric used 1o
describe it

Put America First,” de-
clarcs presidentinl
contender Patrick Buchanan.
and let the rest of the world
fend for ttself.

Such tsolationist sentiment
is considered anathema within
the US political establishment.
Buchanan is notl given much
chance of surviving as a chal-
lenger to Geurge Dush afler
the inttial round of Republican

sidential primaries in late

Nevertheless, it is bevom-
ing clear that n's mes-
sage has considerable gruss
rools :

Pu opinton polls show
many voters agree with his ba
sic : focus attention

resources on problems at
home, withdraw from n
entanglements, and forcefully
assert US interests in trade
negotiations, even al the risk
ol retaliation from Japan and

the European Community.

While Buchanan's idcas are
regularly denounced as being
far outside the political main-
stream. they actually fall within
a long-standing US tradition of
right- populism.

The of this 53-
year-old newspaper columnist
and television commentator
bears many similarftics to the
xenophobia of the 19th
Century nativist movements,
which opposed Irish. lalan
and castern European immi
gration to the US.

Buchanan's foreign poli
views arc likewise rooted H
the "America First” crusade of
the Thirties, when people like
famed aviator Charles Lind-
bergh urged that the US not
become involved in the fight
against Nazism.

indeed, Buchanan notes in
his 1988 autobiography. Right
from the ing. that his
father's sympathies “had been
with the isolationists, with
Charles Lindbergh and the

Patrick Buchanan, vying to replace United States President George Bush as representative
of the Republican Party, has been called a racist and anti-Semite for his far-right views. But

his popular appeal means he cannot be dismissed

policies.

people may vote for him in protest over Bush's economic i

Arwrica First Committee.”

Other household herves
included Spanish dictator
Francisco Franco and the
fiercely anti-communist US
senator Joseph MeCarthy.

In addition 10 an uncom-
promising brand of conser-
valism. Buchanan inherited

from his fulher & devotion 10
Jesutt style Koman Cathohism
and a pognadcous disposttion.

US election: how it works

During his student days at
Waushinglon's Georgelown
University. the young Buc
hanan was arrested for assault
in two police officers who had
stopped him for a tralfic
violation.

This characteristic combai -
iveness was channelled into
voerbal form during Puchanan s
tenure as a specchwritor for
Presudent Wichard Nixon

He later served as commu-
nications director in the
Reagan White |ouse, where he
wus credited with fashioning
that administration s con-
Irontattional rhetorie. atmed

bt L at Hberals st home and of
radisul mattonalists in the

Thll"li Waorld
Over several years
Buchanan has emerged as one
of the country's bestknown
:ﬂlﬂlnll pundits. His colour-
illy-expressed opintons were
carried in more than 400
newspapers. and he often

;pzeuwd on nationwide TV
shows.

Buchanan has
celebrity status — and made
himself a milllonatre — matnly
by convincing audiences that
he takes his ideas seri-
ously. Having come ¢ to
running for president in 19688,
Buchanan decided this time to
take leave from writl and
dedicate himself tntﬁly to

‘reasserting the Reaganite

gospel.

As Buchanan secs it, Bush
has strayed from the one trué
conservative path. The
President, never fully trusted

oded many by sbanding

. of

his

‘No New Taxes®™ pledge last
year as part of a deal with
Democrats In Congress.
BBuchanan contends that

on the right for his criticisms
ol Bush's global outlook. In
fuct, some of Buchanan's
lurmer collcagues in the media
maintain that it is he — not
Bush — who has repudiated
Reagan's foreign policy of
intervention on behall of US
cconomic and strategic objec-
tives.

A significant number of
tonservatives refuse o support
u hanan. in particular be-
cav= ol his opposition 1o the
LS el miiHiary campatgn

sz st Iruq
With sommuniiism defeated,

flict, Huchln-n“u-:ﬂrly in

199). mad at the instigation
of Israel and its "amen corner”
in the US,

That comment, whieh

clearly referred w Jewish-
American lobbyists, re-ignited
coniroversy over Buchanan's
alleged ant)-semitism.

During hts career as a
columnist. Buchanan came to
the defence of an accused Nazi
war criminal, insisting that the
US resident had been set up by
the Soviet

agency
He also tloned whether

of the Holocaust is correct in
ceriain key respeets,
African-Americans and ho-
mosexuals have also been the
t.r*:tn of remarks by
Buchanan that many consider
insensitive. at best. Charges
that he is a macist have been

policies by declaring: "1 thiuk

PR o pprt, g

And In an Interview In
with Britain's Sunday
Telegraph newspaper. Buch-

Budchanan masons, the US no anan asscricd: “The US should
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Right-wing Presidential Contender Can't be Ignored

Kevin J. Kelley writes from Washington

stand up for values shaged
values.

Why are we more shocked
uhm:ﬁmnpm'k-rhﬂnd

in more ftespestable
pan kaging

The key test of Puchanan s
appeal will come soon. Unless
he wins more than one fifth of
the Republican vote iIn the
naton's first election,
on I8 in New Hamp-
shire, the Buchanan challenge
will almost certainly come 1o
an early end.

The recension In that
New England state has
angered many voters, however

and a surprisingly large num
ber mauy decide 1o protes| over

Bush's cconomic pplicies by

casiing « ballot for Patrick
o huanan — GEMINI NEWS

KEVIN J. KELLEY is an
Amwrican freelance journalist,
arvel editor of the Teward
Freodom journal

Family Planning Needs More Practical Approach

new landmark is said

to have been reac-

hed in the country's
famtly planning drive through
sales of one billion condoms
and 43 million pills. On the
basis of these [igures of
distributed contraceptives it is
claimed that the country’s rate
of birth has come down from
3.4% in 1975 to under 2.2% in
1991. It is also claimed on be-
hall of the Social Marketing
Company (SMC) that in 1975
only 7% of married couplcs
practiced lamily planning but
today 40% do the same. The
moot question remains to be
answered as to how much of
this cnormous quantitics has
gone to the use of married
couples and how much gone
into possession of unmarriced
youths and teenagers. and how
much is wasted as toy balloons
sold to rural children?
According to SMC chairman.
they have "no access to peo-
ple’s bedrooms” or any other
means to know the actual ac-
ceptability and use by those for
whom contraceptives are
meant. Is not then the conclu-
sion hypothetical and the satis-
faction deceptive and scil-
contradictory? (The Daily Star
26-1-92).

It is also claimed that when
mobile promotional teams go
to villages largce number of
people including women come
out to hear them. und waich

address. _
uisi of
Requisitioning

Sir. In the city of Dhaka as
well as in the district towns
and upazilas. authorities requi-
sition vehicles that belong 1o
private organisations and ind|-

viduals. | am told that law of -

the country does not permi
requisitioning of vehicles by
authorities unless a state of
emergency is declared in the
country. If that is so. most
cases of requisitioning of vehi-

cles fall in the category of fla-
grant violation of law. Their
eyes always fall on good

limousines, microbuses, pick-
ups and station wagons.
| remember, years back |
Ml'ﬂrdoflcﬂcwh:rtlbmnd
station wagon was ui-
sitioned because the [nnr:g of
Mr. X wanted to go for a pic-
nic | Now that with the com-
bined efforts of the people of
Bangladesh we have broken
the shackles of despotic rile,
we should behave like a true

the videos and slide shows.
Can SMC say how many of
these are marricd couples in-
terested in planned parent
hood and how are un-
married youths, 'teenagers and
children interested in the
video entertainment? SMC
chairman also admitted that
there are complaints from ed-
ucated people about ruination
of nation’s youths as well as
widespread misuse. It is [acl
that contraceptives are freely
available at stationery and gro-
cery shops and there is no
restrietion on salcs to any class
of buyers or users. | have scen
fnnocent and ignorant elders
1o buy condoms and distribule
to children as toy balloon gifis.
For lack of knowlcdge they
don't know that these arc
usciul items for them. Does 1he
concerned authorities know or
can deny this? Are not the
guantitics gone into the pos-
session of unmarried persons
and the quantities sold as 1oy
gifts misused and wasted?
Have such [igures been ex-
cluded from the figures
counted for the achlevements?
Is keeping open the facility for
rce access o contraceptives
by thosc for whom these are
nol meant not an open door
policy to their moral degrada-
tion? SMC chairman also ad-
mitted the resistance to con-
traccption. lle desenes thanks
for admitting facts There fs

democratic nation whore indi-
vidual whims and wishes of a
few individuals would not
work.

Abu M. Fatz
Dhaka- 1205

Quality of products

Sir. 1 would like o con-
gratulate the government for
taking necessary mcasures to
control smuggling of consumer
goods.

Local manufacturers should
avall this opportunity by pro-
ducing quality goods and mar-
keting them al a compelitive
price. Otherwise, it may be dif-
ficult to change the behaviour
of traders and the consumers
in favour of local goods.

Government should take

propriaic measures Lo asscss
t quality and price of
fmported and local products
and constantly advice the local

manufacturers to improve

by Kazi M Sakhawatullah
If the Government sincerely wishes to contain
population boom, it may like to consider in

programme in place.

imore than that. In fact there s
widespread objection to the
family planning programme
itself from sections of both
edu-cated and uneducated
scnsible rural people. inclu
ding Ulemas, only because of
unbridled propaganda and
unmlnrlﬂr distribution of
contraceptives,. A video
casselle containing forceful
speech and strong conde-
mnation of the method is very
popular in the rural areas.
‘ertile married couples only
are supposed to be the
programme’s target and
ac livities thereof should have
becn kept limited this sec-
tion of the populatign. Instead,
the entire society, irrespective
of its married or unmarried
scctions. has become the
target of this injudicious
policy.

There are three ners in
the Family Planning Project:
the Government. the donor
and the SMC. the latter being
the rcal beneficlary. As
marketing agency of the
manufacturcrs of contrac-
eptives SMC's primary and
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thetr performance. The orsa-  studenis and stafl, particularly

isers of Textile Producls

addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed | Exhibition at Sher-e-Bangla
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

Nagar can undertake a survey
o test consumers reaclions
about the quality and price of
locally produced tc:uﬂ: prod-
ucts.,

M. Nurul Islam
Director, Institute of

Appropriate Technology,
BUET, Dhaka.

Strike and transports

Sir. Our aim is (o establish
true democracy In the country
where people could live peace-
fully enjoying the human
rights. But it would be evident
that a section of people in our
society wouldn’t prefer to
reach the expected goals, abid-
ing by the rules of democracy.
The recent transport strike
has proved this fact. The
transport owners deflinitely
reserve the right o call and
observe strike but they have no
right to attack or damage pri-
vale or governmenl lransports
during the strike period. Our
college buses had o cancel
routine movement because
some  unruly persons were
stated 10 be destroying vehi-
cles during the transpori
strike. This caused a serious
inconvenience W our teachers.

foremost interest is unrest-
ricted distribution. more sale
and increased importation for
commercial gain. reduced
birth rate may be of secondary
interest. But those concerned
with the population problem
may wish to go deep into the
issuec. Assumed achievement
calculated on the basis of
arithmetic figures may impress
the layman. Sincere, serious
and scnsible social thinkers
may be wiser to have close
scanning look into the
scenario. | believe the donors
also arc not quite convinced
about the effectiveness of the
existing method. Five years
back in 1987, in course of a
study discussion with the
USAID Population & Health
Unit Chiefl Ms. Sheron Epstein
| learned that they were
thinking of change in the con-
traceptive distribution system
— only through the Family

Planning and Health workers.

the

direct to interested

married couple, which implied
their realisation of the folly in
the unrestricted distribution.
Whit happencd to the idea

e ——— e =

the examinees.

But how long this anar-
chism will continue? Why pco-
ple destroy or national
property during the strikes
and other action programmes?

Now that a democratic gov-
ernment is running the state,
would the administration be
methodical enough to monitor
all the striking affairs through
radio and TV network with a
view to mobilize public opinion
on the state of irs?

I think. the government
should scttle genuine demands
before any concerned party
starts strike. On the other
hand. ingenuine and fllogical
demands should never be
metup. rather stern actions
nhuuﬂl be taken for calling
strikes on ingenuine grounds.

M. Zahidul Haque
Assistant Professor,
Bangladesh Agricudtural
College. Dhaka.

Hospitals and clinics

Sir, The persons who have
occastons to visit our hospitals
and clinics for the treatment
of the sick. krow it fully well
what kind of service is ren-
dered, there. However, the
position was not such even
10/12 years back. Then
at least had the scope of get-

later | have no means 10 know,
To me that would be right
method.

If the Government sincerely
wishes W contain population
boom. it may like to consider
changes in the application
method. by keeping the popu-
lation programme in place, on
the following suggested lines:

(1} Discontinue unre-
siricted distribution and sales
of contraceptives and propa
ganda thereol. Marrted Health
& Family Planning fleld work
ers only will distribute contra-
ceptives direct to the fertle
intcrested married couples,

(2} Importation. storage.
supply and distribution of all
types of contraceptives be
placed at the disposal and con
trol of a centralized designated
authority. All other avenues be
closed.

(3) Availability will be
restricted to the union family
planning clinics and health
centres under the custody.
responsibility and control of
the Officer-in-Charge of the
respective centres. Family
Planning & Health workers
will draw from there the re-
quired quantity for distribution
personally to the married
couples. as suggested at (1).

(4) Above stegs will reduce /

the importable q tity to the
bare requirement for the mar-

ting somce medical facilitics,
Now. far to speak of reasonable
or adequate attention and
nursing. for which the dis-
cased persons are taken there.
even for a glass of hot water a
patient has to spare a few
chips. And If fortunately one
recovers from {liness, at the
time of discharge he s sure to
face a p of people secking
ups. although some of them
were ncver seen by the bed-
side of the patient. Such expe-
riences are very comimon and
is rcally 'a malter of concern
for those who are anxious to
see things improved.

In the government hospi-
tals, employees of lower ranks
are found present on duty dur-

first hours, but doctors are

m found to take their seat
even after one and a half hours
since as il that portion of time
is their unwritten mmﬁ:lllury
leisure. In the clinics. the ten-
dency of exacting fabulous
amounts from patients on
newer and novel items is a
chronic episode and moxt
common. feature. People are, in
fact, fed up with high sounding
slogans of "health for all by
2000° which has little rele-
vance in view of the steudy
detertforation of hospiial
service.

To my mind. the sick people
hine very rightly been termed
as “patient” as if they are des

listed and registered with by
the Family Planning field
workers.

Misuse and wastage will
thus be stopped and the
savings in the donated hmd
accrued by reduced import-
atlon may be utilised in more
aggressive educative pro-
grammes.

(5] Priority be given 1o edu-
cate. and mottvate married
couples. Each union or more
than one unions may ferm a
unit for the purpose and mar-
ried couples only be employed
for the purpose. Additional
fund required for increased
educative activitlies may be
available from the savings indi-
cated at (4). Donor's willing
consent will be required,
which can be expected pro-
vided we are convinced and
can convince them.

(6) Employment of unmar-
ried male and female persons
as field workers be discontin-
ued and existing incumbents
be transferred to other jobs.

Modifications, in the applhi-
cation of population pro-
gramme on the s ted lines
will remove the causes of dis:
content, resistance. opposition '
towards the. family planning
project as a whole ‘and as a
result popular support and:
inierest can be expeeted.

tined o patiently forbear the
pangs of illness till take the
last breath.

Str. " Cricket lovers of
Bangladesh are overwhelmed
with joy that BTV have
arranged to telecast live 23
matches of the World Cup
cricket, commencing 22

February next. -

It is | that BTV would
take such steps-in future
also for :ebmﬂni:lu. imipor-
tant one-day cricket ~
i.e. Sarjah cricket, Wor
Series Cup Cricket (Australia),
Texaco Cup Cricket (England)
ete. and hereby earn the -
tude and admiration the

cricket lovers of the eountry.

Besides, by viewing the top-
stars in action on the mini. |
screen, our cricketers would
be immensely benefitted in
improving thetr skill and style

This would surely help develop
the standard of ericket in

1% 1 niglddesh
Ihanks. many thanks, HTV.

M. Nazmul Hagque,
Dhwden



