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had eagerly looked for
ward to our stay in Bangl
adesh Mttle realising three

how strong my bonds
ulth .tr country were (o

Growing up in post- parti-
tion Calcutia, East Pakistan
was a remote land for us chil
dren. Though my maternal
family hatled from
these parts, "East Bengal®™ for
us meant the football leam my
mother supported much to our

because the rest of my

chagrin
family supported the rival club

Mohun Bagan. Or East Bengal |

cvoked the "Bangal” dialect my
mother lapsed into while
spcaking to her aunts, even
though their family had ltved
in Calcutta for close to a cen-
tury, their village in Vikrampur
having been long subsumed by
the Padma river. However, all
that changed with the emer-
genee of Bangladesh and the
nostalgia for that part of the
sub-continent where | was
born and brought up led me
eagerly to Bangladesh in the
hope of seeing for mysell the
likenesses and differences.

My [irst impression of
Dhaka was not whal | ex
pecied. | had expected a lot
more foliage and greenery than
exists here. However, oid
Dhaka had some unexpected
delights. Gractous mansions on
the Buriganga: what histories
would each of these house have
to tell. | wonder! Then the wi-
brancy and emotion of those
heady days leading up to the
democralic general elections
of February, 1991. A visit to
the Bangla Academy the
evening before the elections
was an uplfting experience.
Thousands of people on the
sireels in an orderly, expec-
tant and joyful mood ! | recol
lect another memorable
evening, spent at the

on and the auditorfum was
packed 10 capacity — people
sitting in the aisles, in front of
the stage, on the stage, wher-
ever they could find a niche,
and all in a spirit of bonhomic,
Can this cultural curiosity ever
be fully satisfied? | hope it

never can, and will never die.

ripe one for that matter,

mm ln e mlh tht
psyche. rise and
fall of rivers, the dreaded “Kal
Baisakhi” or storms bringing
much destruction but also
respite from ‘the relentless
heat and humidity, the joy of
eating an unripc mango, or a

are all

associated with the various
scasons, and these scasons are
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brought into sharp focus in
All were so remi-
niscent of my childhood when
these simple pleasures were
all important. Huwl'm did 1t
seem (o matier as much as
during the monsoons, and lo
be on the banks of one of
Bangladesh's awesome rivers.
The sight s splendid and
dramatic. Of course. these
rivers wreck much havoe and
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devasiation and human sullor-
ing but afler the ravages ol na
ture are past, one forgets the
destruction and can only re
member the majesly and
splendour,

Forays into the vount ryside
were always rewarding as we

The rmdltzmmf B{:rur"

discovered much that was sur-
prising and worth sccing. The
town of Kushtia for instance
yiclded unexpected
Elegant old town homes and
the tomb of Lalon Fakir. Nol {ar
from Kushtia town was
Shelidaha, the exceliently
maintained home where the
poel Rabindranath Tagore
spent many years — the years
whk:h are considercd the most

sighis.’

prolific ol hin carcer. On Lhe
banks of the River Padma with
a breathtaking view and in that
soothing or lranguil ambkenece,
ont is almosl templed o Lry
encs hand al poclryl
Inspiration is close al hand,
but the talent is lncking!

Then ento Rajshabl were
one saw some truly remarkabhk
architeclure: The old
Zanundart house In Nalore and

maonastery

Paharpt

Putiya were marvellous cxam-
ples of the Bengali renaissance.
The piece-de-resistance were
the exquisitely earved terre-

cotla lemples al Puliya, To sec
this at sundown was an unfor-

gettable experience.

| mention these places as
they are rolatively under-vis-
ited so lar: Comflla was yct
another such place. A beautiful
old town with the attraction of

the ruins of the great Buddhist
Monastery of Mainamail, and a
muscum. The Comm-
onwealth graves where young
men of many nations who dicd
in war are buricd was also
worth a visit. The graves arc
exceedingly well maintained
hortticulturally and the Visttors
Book is to be seen carefully

| remember some magical
evenings in Sylhet and Moulvi
llazar The plains of Bangladesh
spread out under relatively low

titudes; the wealther seems
softer, cooler and the country-
side is lruly green, with the
haze of woodsmoke in the twi-
Hght. The large workforce in
the ica gardens is present bul
never obirusive. The hospital-
ity of the planters is legendary
as indeed In every country
where Lhe leal for Lthe cup thal
cheers is grown.

The Bengalis are rightly
considercd a nation of singcrs
and balladeers. This has struck
me Lhe most here. The ex-
irmordinary and duleet voices
of the ordinary man or worman
wius apparcnl, and Lheir capac-
Hy to burst into song, whether
H was my noighbour's gardener
or the child vendor al a park,
was hcartwarming. Other
races, even the lallans, would
give a lot for such a natural at-
Lriba bef

S0 many Images pass
through my mind on Lhe eve of
my departure. What will | re-
member the most? Will it be
Lhe evenings when we sat with
close fricnds and had intcer
minablé discussions on jusl
aboul every ud':_.:' 1?7 Will it be
the quicl lnlﬂ ol looking at
lush paddy ficlds bathed in the
winter sunlight, or will #t be of
small children with bright
eyes, desperately struggling Lo
survive, who grecl me ever so
cheerfully when | am oul on
my dafly evening walk? Or the
trill of the ‘ghughu’ bird punc-
tuating my ecarly morni
chores? Of course, it will btrﬂl
these things, the people and

places that go to make
Hangladesh a spectal and love-
ablc country.

The writer is wife of Mr.
Srinfvasan, the outgoing High
Commissioner for India in

Bangladesh

Pulling atYour H eartstrings

Leela Samson

by Fayza Haq

IEN the Hharat-Natt-
yam exper! Lecla Sam:
son visfted Dhaka to
gve performances and
crnduc i workshops, there was
a hub-bub non-pareil in the
TV
Spcaking to a conlerence of
a select group of dance and
music critics from the press,
lecla said 71 didn't take up
Aancing as a career from the
outset. | could well have been a
doctor. | took up dancing seri-
aously at a IMer stage. | was,
however, at the Kalakshetra
Institute since the age of six,
and finished a diploma course
there.” _
Although being a Christian
and dancing Hindu temple
dances, she said she did not
find a clash. "For an artist reli-
gion is of little consequence.
In terms of art it doesn't
bother me. [ believe in all reli-
glons,” Leela commented.
Dwelling on the “Nattya
Shastra” the danseuses said
confidently, “In India there is a
cross-fertilisation of old myths.
Bharat-Nattyam belongs to
“Shilapati Karm”™ . If you
wanted to be purely regional
there are the Tamils in the
south who say Bharat-Nattyam
comes from the south. Every
dance has its own test. Every

regional area can boast of its

own particular text. Reglons
have now come together and

80 have myths and "taalas.” The

similarities in Kathak , Bharat
Nattyam and Manlpuri are
amazing. In the Siva legend,
the ‘abhinay’ parts are all the
same. It is the nuances and the
treatment of the 'raagas’ that
are different. In "Natya Shastra’
the chapter on dance is not a
single one,” she gbserved.
Lecla added in a self-efTac-
ing manner that she was not a
lar and she did not have
enough research to give dect-
sive opinfons. “Today if you
send someone f[rom
Bangladesh to learn Bharat
Nattyam, 'Kalakshetra' is the
prominent institute. Yet there
are good teachers in Delhi,
Bombay, and Madras. and there
is the ‘Shantiniketan "too.
Does she Icel that there was
a slow phasing out of the clas-
sical dances ? “Classical art,”
she Insisted, "has not moved
away [rom Lhe masscs.
Somelimes things becomnfe
more imporiant like food,
clothes and sheller. The
Indian government has made
efforts to keep the classical
arts alive for thirty years.

Stipends have been given 1o
descrving students and the
"paramapara” sysiem has ox-
isted for years. At present
there is a big revival — stu-
dents get Rupees 350 a month.
Sometimes when a teacher s
not good enough for the stu-

dent, recommendations are
made to get him lo a place
where he can oblain better
trafning.”,

She continued In the same
vein, “In the last filicen years,
we are influenced by the infllux
of ‘Coca-cola and jcans syn-
drome. This has influenced
people in the Far East. such as
Japan. - A large number of siu-
dents are not more than 28
years old, and nefther are their
friends and admirers. Earlicr
one found oldcr people In the
audience. To be Involved in
classical art is a fad. It is Tor
the youth, and by the youth'.
Onee a year aboul 30 students
are sent lo ‘guru’ for two
weeks. The ‘shagird musi
wear a lungl’ and sleep on the
floor, even i he is from a rich
l'-.mlly in Punjab. The student
automaltically absorbs himself.”

When she was in the west, .

in Europe, she gave perfor-
mances in places like Vienna,

Interviewed -

Spain and New York. "In such

~ cosmopolitan places with old

cultures, they know how to put
you in lhe right perspective.
Yel in the other citics, classi-
cal Indian dance remains an
acquired tlaste. In a place like
Bangladesh or Japan, there is a
natural acceplance which one
docs nol find in the west. The
way they uphold an artist in
the casl is nol the same as
they do in the west.In the east
the veiwers delve into the
philosophy of the perfor-
mance, Leela commented
about how she fclt performing
abroad, specially in the west.

“The reaction in Bangladesh
was better than what we gel
cven in India. There is a lot of
restlessness in the crowd in
my country. They go in for cir-
cus, Marxist plays ,and whal
have you, They want everything
to be ‘exciling’. | had no com-
plaints in Dhaka. The audience
was fideal and a dancer's
dream”, she commented about
how she felt performing in
Dhaka.

"The Bharat Nallyam has
the weight of thousands of
years. | believe it will outlast
musical performances such as
jazz, pop and rock music. It
has stood the test of time. It
gives a lot of peace.and we arc
not simply out lo entertain,
The dance touches the heart
and mind of the audience . It
leaves a deep spirftual impact,”
she asserted.

"Nobody dcnics,” Lecla
added “that folk dances have
their appeal. Yet the classical

_artist has to approach at a dif-

ferent Jevel, to touch the soul.”
She continued "The majority
of the artists do nol constantly
refer to the texts, There are
I’h.Ds in music, and yct they
may nol be brilliant. When you
are in the path of creative art,
however, you have to - drop
some of the old theorices.”

'H a classical dancer wants
to be modern he or she will
look 1o the west. These nflu-
ences somelimes have strange
combinations of the cast and
wesl. Sometimes (L s not a
happy combinuation, It clashes
with the sensibilitics of the
conservative, unless the dance
is performed in a place like
Bombay,” Leela conlinued
about the state of dancing in
India.

What was her opinton of the
dances presented in "Dur
Darshan"? Lecla replied im-
mediately, "It 18 not of a very
high standard. Yet a large ma-
jority have been cxposed Lo
folk and traditional dances via
the TV. The 'telly’ has really
opened up the arl. The type of
classical dance coverage there
is mediocre. . | am notl salis-
fled. | would not like to see
people waich me on the

Continued from Page 9
® limited human resources:
® institutional difficulties:
® limited Anancial resources.
Many developing countries
do not have su t informa-
tion on the scientific basis of
the global warming issue, and

why it {s eausing such
widespread concern. Neither
do they have the data for in-
formed discussion of the rahtT
options to restrict oba
warming which are open to
them, or of ways of coping
with climate change if it takes
place as predicted.

Research and technical ca-
pabilities are low in many
Third World countries. This
means it is impossible for
them to monitor potential
global warming tmpacts or to
study ways of coping with
them if they occur.

If developing countries are
to adopt and apply appropriate
policics in response to global
warming. they must be in-
formed about what is happen-
ing. They must be able to mon-
itor any changes in their own
climate and along their own
coastlines. and to collaborate
with neighbouring states in
building up a regional picture.
A high degree of scientific as-
sistance and training as well as
coordination of studies and re-
sults will have to be provided
by the industrial world for the
appropriate international or-
ganisations if these essential
tasks are to be carried out

What kind of

development

The threat of warm-
ing has stimulated the debate
about what kind of develop-
ment path the Third World
should follow. Some environ-
m:ntal commentators feel that

issue is yet

the global warming
another, and pcriupl final,

licu of the others.

" 1 wanted French food,”

Lecla elaborated, "1 would not

mix il with fish ma We are
ing

playing games and

to fast life, and the unking of
the easy buck.”

Referring to mingling of the
various genres o ncing,

Lecla commented, “IC should
be a perfect mnrrlnge My sen-
sibilitics would bé hurt if the
blending was not well. It is like
a polished gentleman being
linked up with a gross Alrican
woman [rom the interior. The
dances come from different
arcas. The L uestions begin: will
the music yours or mine,
and so on."

What does she think of her
awards? Lecla replied without
hesitating, arc a pal al
the back, bul 1 don’t give
you Lhe same salisfaction as an
adoring audience.”

To keep hersell Nt Leela
does jogging, aerobics, and is a
triflc careful of her diet.

For unavoidable rea-
sons WRITE TO MITA is

held up for next week.

" excuse for

N a quict sidesireet in

West London. Europe's

first independent Asian
radio station s well inio
another day of its round-the
clock programmes of news.
music. chat and information.

The religious songs that
start each day — Hindu,
Musiim and Sikh — are over, 0
be followed soon by two hours
of popular music and new
relcases.

In the intermission. Sunrise
Radio is using its airwaves to
announce jobs that are avail-
able locally, with beth employ-
ers and would-be employces
phoning in for help.

Sunrise is one of a growing
number of radio and television
stations catering for the more
than two milllon people of
Britain's Asian community. It
began in 1989 alter the British
government changed broad-
casting riles to allow surch
stations

It now Incorporates a sec-
ond station, Sunrise FM. in the
northern city ol Bradford. and
is part of a group wanting to
take over Spectrum Radio, a
multi-ethnic station in London

The man behind 1t all is
Aviar Lit, who came to Britain
as a |2-year-old from the

by Geoff Ellis

Punjab in 1969. Despite

difficulties from his lack of
English. he learned the lan-
guage and worked with a cable
television station before set-
ting up Radio Sena. an ilicgal
“pirate statfon” in Hounslow,

West London.
Local loved it but the
authorities not, and Lit lefi

for the United States when in-

.:r;mﬁumﬂEWl

rade began to close in on
operation. He returned w
Houruh-rlnﬁntmﬁnmd
the new. legal licences to set

up Sunrise.
The station's impaet |is
enormous. The few miles

around its offices contain the
dreatest concentration of
Asians in Britain, and the laiest
figures supplicd by Lit show as
many as 92 per rent of them
may listen in

One of the mosi pﬂplll-lll'
shows fs the Sunday afternoon
"Family Introductions”. pre-
scented by Lit, which helps
lamilies rying o armrange mar-
riages for their sons and
daughtcrs. It's led to Lit being
called the "Cupid of the
alrwaves’ in the natlonal press

Sunnse Radio, in West London, calers 10 the British capital's large Asian
population, heeding the urique likes and disiikes of s audience The station
s succesding where others have failled because it & run by Asians who
Wmmmm&umwu
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The statton also has ¢
strong ncws side. British au-
thor Salman Rushdie came out
of hiding 1o give an interview
o Sunrise. following Ayatoliah
Khomeinfs “fatwah™ against
him as author of The Satanic
Verses.

The station had news of
Rajiv Gandhi's assassination
withifi 30 minutes of his
death. thanks 10 a listener who
was in India at the time of the
bomb blast that killed the
former minister

ng the Gulf
Sunrise sent

1 think many of the people
working here will be running
their own stations in years to
come.” he says. Sunrise s
home to the Astan School of
Broadcasting. an institution
chaired by Lit and used to spot
and train talent.

“The reason Sunrise has
been so successful compared
to other stations is that they
have used British yardsticks to
cater for the Asian commu-
nity.” he says.

“The Astan community is
very dillerent in its habits.
likes and disitkes, and humour,
What others tried 10 do was
provide music and information
lor an Astan audience, but not

deltver them iIn the right
style.”

Now Sunrise can be heard
throughout Eu by satelitte.
We have sue | in nurking

Europe a global Astan village.
Lt sarys.

"wtluuhmlh&hu-h
this station o every-
— not just the educaied —
and make it an institution In
the Asian .I-lnlul
to b the whole
—ﬂEHIH!HI-‘Wﬂ
GEOPFF ELLIS is a former
editor with the now defunct

mll News Service in

GLOBAL WARMING

warning that industrial society
is on a course lowards ult’
destruction and. therefore,
provides an ex which
should not be followed by the
world. It is a view
shared by a substantial number
of Third World observers who
fecl that the present model of
development adopted by the

hﬂngumultﬂn.
able. 1s a form of cultural and
economic colonisation.

Many other developing

country commentators, how-
ever, disagree. Certainly,
politiclans. and the popula-
tions which elect them, tend
o conceive pro in terms
which are largely those of the
industrial nations. They want
the possessions. comforts and
conveniences of industrial so-
ciety. The Chinese govern-
ment, for e
mined to provide every house-
hold with a re tor, an oh-
jective with the

-unnhhk:lymwﬂmh

heartedly.

There is a genuine fear
among many Third World
ple that there is a hkm;l
agenda in the global warming
discussions: that the industrial
countries would like to
a form of development on the
Third World which denies it
the benefits industrial coun-
tries take for granted. The
point is valid. It is not for the
industrial world to use the

threat of global - as ﬂl:
trying to u

development ladder by
it has ascended to its pmnl
comfortable and dominant po-
sition. The debate about the
development model it wants to
follow is for each Third World
country to resolve for itself.

People in developing
countries have to formulate
their own particular develop-
mental response, based upon
their own needs, capacities
and prioritics, backed up by fi-
nancial and technical re-
sources from the industrial
world. In this sense the global
warming issue can play the
role of catalyst in the devel-

opment process.

Prevfnfing

deforestation

Some future scenarios for
stabilising greenhouse gas
emissions assume that defor-
estation In the Third World
will be sto . It would be
hllh:r desirable and most
Third World vernments
would be glad if it happened.
But there are many difficulties.

It must be
the economic value and pro-
ductive capacity of a Itltldh\l
lorest, as currently computed
is extremely low. Even when
people live there, obtaining
fruit, nuts and other valuable

products, this is a low-in-
tensity use of the . Cu
the trees and turning the la

over to farming is
far more productive. There is,

xample, 1s deter-

recognised that-

thereflore, an almost irre-
sistible economie ure to
get rid of forests and put the
land to other uses, which for
local people will almost tawvari-
ably be agriculture. Logging is
also a means of tuming the low
economic value of standing
trees into valuable timber — a
process which countries under

great pressure o back for-
eign debt find it difficult to
forego. :

In ecountries where many
people are barely meeting
their basic needs, preserving
forest resources for the benefit
of future generations may seem
a hacury can ill Iﬂ:n:l Itis
in the interest of all countries
io conserve the world's forest,
the international community
should recognise this and
compensate poorer counliries

The present population of
the Third World is about 3.7
billion penrh about three-
quarters ol the world total

consume about 20% of
the world's fossil fuels. If the
gap in Bving standdards is to be
narrowed, even prevented
from widening. an increase in
the fossil fuel consumption of
the developing world is
inevitable.

This is an issue which will
have to be ‘and ac-
cepted in the area of energy
assistance. There is already a
growing reluctance on the part
of some donor ngennics tn

lulltn.nu: lo
wh'lth involve fossil I'uc

example., supplying diesel
pumps or diesel generators for
a rural electrification project

Renewable energy sources
should, of course, be used
when they are technically and
economically suitable. But
there are many occasions
when this is not the case

Debt, trade and aid

The resources available to
Third World governments
wishing to take actions to avert
the global warming threat are
extremely limited in compari-
son with those at the disposal
of the industrial nations. The
full magnitude of the economic
gulf between the Third World
and the industrial countries s
sometimes forgotten in diseus-
sions about global warming. But
a few sample figures can help
restore a sense of proportion.

The total economic output
of France, with a population of
96 million, is about three
times greater than that of
India with its 900 million peo-
ple. Norway, with just four mil-
lion people, has an economic
output about four times that of
Bangladesh, with its 115 mil-
llon people. The average
Swedish GNP per person is
120 times greater than that of
Tanzania.

Third World countries are
as deeply involved in the
problem of global warming as
the industrial world.' They
need resources if they are to
prepare themselves against its
possible effects. They also
need resources if they are to
contribute to the fight against
iL
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Solar energy . most promising of the alternative fuels.



