Call from UNCTAD

The routine advice (o developing nations,
ranging from culs in defence spending to the
of market economy, has marked the
deliberation at the UN Conference on
Trade and Development (UNCTAD) al the
Colombian resort town of Cartagena. There Is
nothing surprising about these lectures delivered
by ntatives ol developed countries, nor do
‘ﬂr justification. In fact, what has been said
SO at the conference attended by some 2,000
delegates from more than 150 countries has been
repeated again and again experts from within
the Third World, often in far stronger language
than one used at the UNCTAD meeting.

While agreeing with the views of the delegates
from the industrialised nations, one cannot help
asking if the overall picture is not getting a bit
blurred. lacking in both balance and fairness.
Poor countries should certainly cut their military
spending and their governments should certainly
become more democratic and accountable.
However, the question that one may well ask is
whether the developed countries should not take
the initiative in announcing their own targets in
aid to the developing countries. which is linked
to cuts in their defence budgets. Again, isn’t it
about time that some ol these industrialised
countries start talking about introducing em-

on their sale of arms to countries which
are being asked to divert their saving from de-
fence to development?

The success of the UNCTAD Conference would
largely — indeed. wholly — depend on how the
two sides — the developed and developing coun-
tries — look at the total picture and adopt mea-
sures which are in the best interest ol countries
of the world at large. Here, the developed coun-
tries should know that even after the measures as
asked by the international community have been
adopted, many developing countries are still un-
able to cope with the problems which have been
inherited from the past, such as the debt burden
and the protectionist barriers Lo exports [rom
developing countries, as mentioned by
Bangladesh Commerce Minister M K Anwar at
the conference. It is obvious that even after over-
due reforms have been successfully introduced.
many Third World nations whose economies
showed little or no growth between 1989 and
1991 remain in dismal situation. Again, the in-
troduction of market-economy and the hurried
withdrawal of all subsidies have caused major so-
cial disruptions which many governments are un-
able to handle.

In response to statements made by delegates
from developed countries, the Third World rep-
resentatives have emphasised the need for an in-
crease in aid, the position taken by Kenneth
Dadzie, the Secretary General of UNCTAD. There
can be no two opinions on this issue among de-
veloping countries or, for that matter, among ex-
perts in the UN system. However, il is important
that, instead of giving aid the highest priority or
in seeing it in isolation, the UNCTAD should try
to work out a package that covers a wide-ranging
field. The first concern of the UNCTAD relates 1o
the position of primary cormmodities, their price
and export. which serve as a life-line of develop-
ing countries. Several moves made in the past by
UNCTAD to stlabilise the commodity market and
to help in the opening up of the Wesl to exporis
from the developing world have either failed or

worked only marginally.
While the developing countries should be ready
to listen to more and more advice [rom the West

and Japan, it is time the developed countries
themselves should be more specific in sayving

what they would do in return, in such fields as -

trade, investment and relief in debt burden. The
international co-operation should not become a
one-way sireet.
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A Tribute to Salam

In paying his tribute to the memory of the late
Abdus Salam whose 15th death anniversary was
- observed here yesterday, the National Professor
Shamsul Huq made a valuable suggestion that
there should be an authoritative book on the life
and times of this great newspaper editor. The
suggestion was primarily directed at friends and
relatives of the journalist who had turned the
then Pakistan Observer into a national institution.
However, we believe that the project could well
be taken up by an organisation like the Press
Institute of Bangladesh which had a role in hold-
ing the meeting yesterday.

There are reasons why the project should be
treated as Important enough to deserve this kind
of attention. In the first place, the fight that the
late Mr Salam had put up for press freedom is
yet to be written about in details, accompanied by
documents. The fact that he had once served a
prison term for press freedom, as mentioned by
the Minister for Law and Parliamentary Affairs,
Mirza Golam Halfiz at the meeting yesterday, may
not be even known to the new generation of jour-

nalists.

A firm believer in liberal humanism who stood
up for both press freedom in relation to the state
and for editorial independence within his own
organisation, the ‘late Mr Salam represented cer-
tain ideals which are lacking in our present-day
media environment. A book on Salam, expanded
to cover the of the press in the erstwhile
East Pakistan, may well demonstrate that, behind
our current despair, there are values and stan-
dards which remain part of our heritage, what-
ever we might do, within the media and outside,
to destroy them. It is just possible that books of
this kind, dealing partly with our early battles for
freedom and partly with our search for identity,
would help in our national resurgence. not im-
mediately but one day, in near or distant future.

t force — as dis-
tinct from being a Pakistani
puppet — and projecting fts

| cause without the massive

bloodshed feared by obscrvers.

The BJP's Jdtra. on the
other hand. did not only ex-
pose the Indian government to
a greal deal of embarrassment
— and therefore political vul-
— it also helped w0
a rebellton that

cause, recently, it has been in
grave danger of losing the ini-
tiative in the Valley.

Although the Front was
rimarily - responsible for
unching the current rebel-

lion back in 1989, it has in-
creasingly found itsell being
sidelined, as Pakistani military
authorities preferred to train

and supply fundamentalist
groups such as the Hizbollah
Mu

JKLF likes to projegt
itsell as a Kashmiri nationali
group fighting for indepen-
dence, which is anathema to
the Pakistani authorities. who
arc more interested in a pup-
pel to dance to its own tune.
Fundamentalist groups such
as the Hizbollah, assoclated
with the Jamaat-i-Islami. fit
the bill better, as thetr cam-
palgn is limited to snatching
the territory from New Delhi
and surrendering 1t 10
Islamabad. In the pus! year so.
it is they who have received

HE decision by former
First Lady

I Imelda Marcos to enter

the presidential race set for
May 11 has strained an already
fractured opposition and weak-
ened its chances of capturing
power,

Since returning [from six
years' ecxile last November,
Marcos has been egged on by
cheering crowds mobilised by
her own supporters. The
admiring throngs have given

her the impression that she is
destined to be president.
More {importantly, her

friends say Marcos bcelieves
that winning the election
could allow her to escape a
mment bid to prosecute
on corruption and embez-
zlement charges.

These are among the
considerations which seem to
have motivated her to seck the
presidency — apparently
against the advice of her own
family and friends.

Marcos, 62, announced her
decision outside a courtroom
on January 7, minutes afler
pleading not guflty to a second
set of corruption charges.

"I have gone all over he
country and seen so much sul-

and economic chaos,”
she said, close to tears, "After
months of direct consullation
with our poor and oppressed
citizens, | have decided to run
for office.”

The government of
President Corazon Aquino
holds Marcos and her late hus-
band Ferdinand Marcos, whose

Kashmir Impasse Leaves Threat

of War Hanging Dangerously

by Sabir Mustafa

The people of Kashmir seem to have no choice but to learn to luve with the spiralling insur-
gency violence and Indian retaliation. Meanwhile, war will continue to stglk the region.

the bulk of w being
sl across Lhe .
Fur s part. the Pakistant

made u major of-

which used w be referred 10 as
the Switzerland of Asia. but
now resembles Lebanon more
than anywhere else. remains a
matter of dispute, as both
India and Pakistan re-aflirm
thetr diametrically -opposed

War of Words

The BJP stunt and the JKLF
super-stumt both demonstrated
the perilous nature of the sit-
uation. apd the war of words
between New Delhi and
Islamabad got shriller in per-
fect harmony with the rising
tension along the 1971 ccasc-
fire line.

Talks of nuclear arms
“capability” and
*preparcdness” by the two
sides showed that both were
psychologically tuned to leok-
ing al the worst-case scenario
as a plausiblc, even acceptable
one,
It has become increasingly
clear, that as long as India and
Pakistan stick to their eurrent
stances, another war remains a
probability, rather than being a
mere possibility.

The next war, however, s
unlikely to be fought with the
explicit aim of solving the
problem. A solution can only
mean one of two things: either
an acceplance by all parties of
the existing line of control as
permanent borders. or an al-
lering of the status quo.

On currenl. conventional

%

MEL DA MARCOS
Polihct & desiny

{':gln:mnmrkedbymm-

pant corruption, responsible
for the country’s 7
Reaction from the Filipino

media to Marcos's announce-

~ ment has been hostile. "Don’t

cry for us, Imelda,” salid an ed-
florial in the Manfla Chronicle.
“Yes, we're sullering, thanks to
you, your family, and your ven-
omous brood.”
Political

scientist  Alex

strenglh. neither side looks
capable of altering the status
quo by sheer of arms
(unless one s @an
exceptional degree of incom-

peicoee. which s too remole a
possibility ‘o be considered

L
Pakistan Insisis thai
Kaushmir, being a Muslim niu
stale, have be-

ol Pakistan at iiw
the partition of Indi in
1947.

For India. the quesiion be-
camec a hon-lssuc aller Lhe
of Kashmir acceded
o Inflia. with the agreement of
the state’s leader
Sheikh Abdullah, in 1948,
Under the present context,
a change in the status quo,
leading w0 an independent or
ttally Pakistani Kashmir, docs
nol seem o be an option en-
tertained by any wserious
thinker in New Delhi.
india is no doubt aware that
even an independent Kashmir,
based on the premise of reli-
glon, would sooncr or later
under the control of the

military. thus bring-

come
ime

Politically oo, India cannot

agree (o the principle of
Kashmirl sell-rule on the basis
of religion. as that would hit &t
the very foundation of the see-
ularist principles on which the
Indian Unfon was buflt.
That leaves the question of
the United Nations resolution.
in Jan , 1947, call-
ing for a referendum to de-
termine which state the tern-
tory would join. It is this reso-

However, that resolution
only offered a choice between
India and Pakistan, and did not
address the issue of indepen-
dence. therclore leaving the
question ol Kashmiri sell-de-
termination only partly an-
swered.  That third path, rep-
resented by the JKLF, has now
become a strong force. despite
Pakistani efforts 1o weaken it

Overtaken by events and
new thinking in the valley as

—resolution may

well as across the world,
have outihoed
fis usclfulpess. For #ts part.
India may nol feel under any
compulsion 1o put any part of
s territory up lor avction be
eause of a rosohition passed 44
YCArs ag.

There is yot another anglc
to the Kashmir issue that is
usually overlooked by Pakistand
campaigners Jor “sell-deter-
mination”.

presumably, anti-India),
Ladakh in the north, on the
other hand, s mainly

Buddhist. and Hndus form the
mi in Jammu in the

jority
sotith-west of the werrtory.

Assuming the Mushne vote
o join Pakistan. in accordance
with the chotor offered by the
UN. should the Hindus of

Jammu and the Buddhsis of

Ladakh be forced to accept
Pukistani rule? Or should they
too, on the basis of religion. be
allowed 1o choose thetr state?

The UN resolution called
for one referendum. whereas
infact there are three religous
groups concentraled in three
well-deflined geographical ar
eas. Giving the right to self
determination to Musiims may
well rob the Hindus and the
Iuddhists of the same funda-
mental right o choose.

It ts quite chkear that the »
stc needs a fresh approach.
ruther than one based on a 44
ycur old hall-baked plece of
wisdom.

But there 18 no sign that
such an approach is on the
meni.  The issue would have
become a simpler one W deal
with. had nationalist forecs

ltke the JKLF. managed 1o
retadn the (iftiative

Unfortunately. the funda-
mentalisis  buttressed by
Pakistan have made sure (luat
fanning of communal huatred
was onc of the by products of
the rebellion. Hindus who had
lived peacciully with their
Muslim neighbours in the
Valley lor decades. have been

driven out in their thousands

in the pasl two years or so,
thus giving the uprising a

Abby Tan writes from Manila

e ——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
Imelda Marcos has been stealing the political limelight since returning from six years'
exile last November. President Corazon Aquino’s government want to prosecute her on cor-
ruption and embezzlement charges. Now the former Philippine First Lady is to enter the
presidential race set for May 11. As Gemini News Service reports her candidacy is causing
problems for the government and an opposition which is already in disarray.

Magno wrole in the Chronicle:
"llusincss docs not want her.
Nor the church. Nor the
popular movements. Nor the
irade unions. Nor the youth.
Nor the women. She will have
to make a ploy for the regional
vote and to buy ofl the urban

The Philippine Daily
Inquirer threw its support be-
hind an "Anyone but Imclda”
movement, After her an-
nouncemenl, during a visil 1o
Lucena City, south of Manila,
Marcos criticised uino lor
poor lcadership and oflcred
herscll as the alternattve.

“If were united,” she said,
"l am sure this nation will be
greal again. Happy days arc
here again.”

Marcos s candidacy is caus-
ing anything but happincss in
the opposition Naclonalista
Party, alrcady in disarray
becausce three candidales have
insisted on running as wcll as
its own presidential standard -
bearer.

The three — Viece-President
Salvador Laurel, Scnator Juan
Ponce Enrfle and businessman
Eduardo Cojuangco — [ear

Marcos could wcaken their
chances.

Cojuangco, a clese crony of
late president Marcos, had
failed lo pcrsuade Imelda not
to run at a last-minute mect-
ing. lle later brushed aside her
bid, saying: "Wc've made a
commitiment lo seek the pres-
idency and we shall pursuc
that commitment to [inal
victory.”

Analysis belicve thal Marcos
wanis o run for president only
because a victory will exoner-
ale her of the crimes with
which she has been charged.

ller former speech writer,

Carmen Nakpil, said: "She fol-

lows the saying, Vox Populi,

Vox IDei’ — the wvoice of the

people is the voice of God. If

she wins, she thinks she is
vindicatled.”

While in exile in New York,
Marcos had' been advised by
Nakpil not to rcturn home —
and to slay out of politics. “She
was nol happy at all to hear
thal,” Nakpil recalled.

Marcos brushed the advice
aside and repealed: "Politics is
destiny.” That only showed
that Marcos had every inten-

communal ecolour that was

“'me intendc ! by
| No Scapegouts

The indigenous nature of
the JKLFs rebellion bas pin
india in a frustrating position.
as it would have naturally ked
o ook for scapegoats across
the border.

On the other hand., the
Pakistani military authorities,
in the shape of the Inter
Services Intclligence (IS]).
have exploited the situation by
meddling in Kashmir in 4 ma-
jor way.

This has given India two ad

¢ M ean now singhke-out
Pakistani meddling as the
cause for the crists. and also
sway Western opinlon by
pointing to the dubtous cre
dentials of the elements being
trained and armed by the ISI.
Pakistan. which sees Lhe
uprising as a golden opportu-
nity to to ahecad with s
claim on the whole of Kashmir,
fecls time is on its side. As far
as Pakistan is probably con-
cerncd, the gucrrillas, well
armod. tratned. pwd ivated and
supperted to the hilt by the
Vallcy's lation, can boe
Bed upon (o bleed the Indian
security forces white, resultiy
in a corresponding erosion t:?
litical will in New Delhi to
En‘ on o the termory.

Indm. on the other hand,

cannot alford o lose any werm-

tory, especially not o an arch

enemy. at a time when #t s
entertal the idea ol pro-
jecting itsell as a reglonal su-
perpower

New Delhit probably feels o
can deal with the internal dy
mensions of the crisis. onee
the external faclors e
Pukistani mddhnf have becn
taken care of. It evidently
thinks it can contain the
guerrillas long enough to de-
meirulise them.

These two paths of maxi-
mum confrontstion and mint-
mum compromise being ol
lowed by Indiu and Pakistan,
can have one rcally plausible
OUlCOMe: War.

Wlali Pakistan s gambling
that Indi will simply st there
and tak: 4 beating before get-

tion of running. llcr pledge on
her returmm to Manila that she
had no political agenda bul to
recover the body of her late
husband was only a conventent
statcment. Marcos diced in
llawaii in Scplember 1989,

anolhcer ex-
called her

J V' Cruz,
Marcos adviscr,
decision “lerrble.”

With an overcrowded ficld
of about ninc candidalcs,
Marcos could conceivably win
the presidency with only 11
per cent of the popular vote,
provided support is spread
cvenly among the contenders.

Never would a presidential

racc have scemed so casy.
. Marcos’s nephew, Jose
Migucl Romualdez, said of her
decision to run: "If you have
100,000 pcople cheering your,
what would you do? llc admit-
led that the Marcos children
were nol in favour of her
running.

"We told her to think about
it carcfully,” he said. "] mean,
aller going through so much,
why take on more problems?” |

- At her arraljgnment, Marcos
shook her head and responded

Eu: a change of policy In
Delhi. Pakistan may feel
compelled to go 1o war

But. as is often the case. a

comtinwd rise in tepsion
could ese into war withens
cither y having any clearly
d!:ﬂ!;:nh It would be a

war of such devastation. n
terms of men and mfutericl,
that the efforts of
both countries would be
thrown back by decades.

Currently. both sides are
looking for stability theough
military strength. rather than
peace through compremisc.
This policy could well be seif-
defenting in the long nin. as ™
the current level of tension,
created by a couple of ”
marches. have amply demor
strated.

The choices are stark.  an
srceplance ol the current lines
of artval comtrol tn Kashmir, a
recugnition by Indla and
Pakistan of an independeni
Kashmir staie. whole of lndun
Kashmir joining Pakistan: or
three separate referendums in
the Valley, Ladukh and Jgmm,
with three choices (India.
Pakistan or independence).

Each option would bring »
lorrert ol protest from one
porty or olther . The first waould
imohve keast eflon and expn
ditiere. but 1t would leave peo
ple in the Valley angry. the
second s still pot on the cards
us Iar as New Dellid und
Islamabad are concermed, the
third s a non starer for India
and the fourth s & rather

mnxliullrd bne which may
not

any sympathetic ears
The whole situation, Lhere

fore, Is & moessy one, and the
rmplt of Kashmir seem to
wve no cholce butl o kearn o
live with the spiralling Insur
gency violence and Indian re-
taliation. Mcanwhile, war will
vositinue o stalk the reglon.

‘not guilty” 1o six charges that
she set up dummy foundations
in Swilzerland 1o hide $366
millon in Swiss banks.

She was also accused of
pressing a government bank to
grani a $25-milllon loan 1o an
cleclronies company which
she managed.

A scparate trial on tax eva-
sion began in December. A
total of BO criminal charges
filed against her carry a
penalty of over 400 years in
jail.

A spokesman for President
Aquino dismissed speculation
that she might be forced to
scck re-clection tn a “war of
the widows™ contest. "Nothing
has changed the President's
plan,” said her executive sec-
retary Franklin Drilon.

Indeed,” Aquino later con-
firmed her decision to step
down and endorsed the presi-
dential candidacy of former
defence secret Fidel Ramos,
who saved her from six coup
atlempls.

That choice is likely to
causc consternation within the
ruling Democratic Struggle
Party (LDP), which had voted
at ils convention to support

House Speaker Ramon Mitra
Jr. Ramos has bolted the LDP

to form his own People Power
Party.

ABDY TAN (s a
Jreelance journalist based in

address. -
Crime in Mirpur

Sir. We the residents of
Section 2. Mirpur, are sufler-
ing due to detcrioration in law
and order siluation. 'Mastans'
and criminals in this section
loften posing as so-gpalled stu-
dents) have become so active
that the residents (especially
of F Block) arc afraid o go out
of their doors for fear of hi
jacking and robbery. A lew days
ago, a house in F Block of
Section 2 was looted in day
time virtually in presence of
Mirpur police, and despite so
much hue and cry by the
housewife. A few mastans and

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

criminals came 1o the honise in
a microbus, broke ovpen 1la
front door and loaded valuable
articles on the said microbus
and made good thelr escape.
Incidentally, an AC of DMP s
lives very closc 1o the house.

A few months ago. a rick-
shaw passenger was robbed of
her money and ornaments in F
Block in day time. Yet in an-
other ghastly incident, a young
man was slavghtered on the
road. The murderers are
‘allegedly’ roaming ubout frecly
and the police, as it appears, is
aware of this. But no action has
apparcntly been laken.

We draw kind attention of

all 1o our plight and request
earncstly for the authoritics o
act quickly. The police and
Ansar squads posted in this
arca previously, have now been
withdrawn.

We also draw the immediate
attentfon of authorities ron-
cerned to remove the unautho-
riscd structures, such as cycle
repair shops. vidco shops ete.
which appear o be gathering
places for the mastans and
criminals.

Some residents of Section
2, Mirpur, Dhaka..

Bangla-Thai amity

Sir, Thafland's gestures to
ward Bangladesh justify "A
friend In need is a friend in-
deed.” The relicl goods. ac-
companied by the head of the
government, donated to cy-
clonc-battered Bangladesh last
year strengthened the friend-

The recent visit to Bang-

Thatland s Crown
Prince reinforecd bilateral
relations that must be di-
minishing national gaps in the
mes ahead bridging the geo
graphic distance particularly in
southern Asia.

Beyond any doubts, cooper-
alfons with Thailland in all
fields will mostly benelit
Bangladeshi economy while
warming up Bangla-Thai rcla-
tions as "smooth as silk.”

M. Rahman
Zlla School Roacd, M,

Bottled drinking water

Sir. To drink sale water |s
very much destrable for every
person. Recently, a number of
companics have siarted mar:
keting bottled drinking wiler
I would Hke to know the an
swers of the following ques
tions: Is there any water gual-
ity standard in Bangladesh for
sale drinking?  not, then we
should have one. Does our bot-

ladesh by

Il ”"""”r""-

tled walter satisly nattonal or
any other recognised drinking
waler quality standard? Is
there any authority of the
Government! 1o monitor and
ensure thal bottled water avail-
able in the marker is safe for
human consumption?

Very olten we see through
national daflles that pharma-
centical products ol eertain
batches ur SOME companies are
withdrawn from the market
due to their inferior quality.
For publie health reasons, the
Government should ensure
that bottled water avatlable in
the markel is safe and con-
Hinue o remain safe for a rea-
sonable period of time. It
shoulkd be made mandatory 1o
write 1he bateh number and
ﬂ:mE:nlliuﬁ of the water on
the bottle. so that #ts guality
can be checked at random.

M Nurul Islam

Imicctor, Institute of
Apyropriate Technology,
BLET, Dhaka

Sir, We are deeply con-
cerned about the latest events
in Algeria. It s gathered
through the press that the
government! is going o lake
charge of the ten thousand
listed mosques and to appoint
govi paid Imams. This measure
has been taken to disintegrate
the popular Islamie Salvation
Front (FIS) which gained a
greal victory in the first round
ol clections in Algeria. We are
alradd that the human rights
and democratic principles are
being violated by the rulers in
Algiers, h

We wonld fervently call
npon the internattonal com
munitics and the United
Natlons to take appropriate
measires immediately to stop
represstonis, If any. on the
common people In Algeria

M. Zahidwl Hague
Assistani Professor,
Bangladesh Agricvdineral
Collkwye, Dhaka



