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Transport strike |
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scnt.
e mecling. third since
the country-wide sirthe bogan
February 8. followed two other
rounds of talks with the
Communication Minister Col
(reid) Ol .Ahmed and the
Authority Chairman. late
Tuesday night and in the
moming.

The bilateral talks mainly
focused on an announcement
of withdrawal of the on-going
sirtke programme by Lthe
transport owners and signing
of an accord between the two

pnnﬁs.
State Minister re-
ﬂed the owners o call oll
m‘ strike tn the backdrop of
an assurance by the govern
ment in the Parllament to cul
fuel price from coming July.
The Communication
Minister told the Jatiya
last Monday that all
but one of the 19-point de-
mands of the transport owners
had been settled much before

the strike began.
Other reasons for the strike
besides reduction of fuel

prices w the pre-Gull war
level. were slashing ol duty on
the sparc parts by 25 per cent,

stoppage of illegal wll collcc-
tion. increase in the presump-

tive tax and dccentralisation
of the route permitl issuance
system.

The leaders of the siriking
transport owners al the meet-

ing. however. pressed for
signing of a draft agreement
by them.

A leader of the association
carlier told the Daily Star that
they were ready to call off
their sinke il the government

agreed 1o sign the accord and
mented the 18 demands

by Apnil 30, as annoumced by
the government. He also sakd
the owners wore also ready ©
accept the announcement of
reduction of fuel price alier
Lthe coming budget.

The minister old the meet-
ing that prices of the fuel
wollld be reduced “as low as
pussible”™ from July 1.

He pointed that the gov-
cronment would have to gln

. subsidy of Taka 114 crore

the transport . secior if tht
pPrice was by Taku one
per lre and fixing the price at
the pre-Gull war level (Taka
6.90 pcr Hire) was totally im
possible. he said.

The lkeaders. on the other
hand. insisted that the gov
ernmenl accept and imple
ment their demands.

The government has de
cided W expedite commission
ing of an emergency oll reser:
voir in view of a panic buying of
fuel owing to the countrywide
transport strike,
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uery. Mujibur Rahman in
rmed the House that the na
tionalised commercial banks
owed Taka 217049 crore W
10 state-owned industrial
units. The amount ol loans
with interests was accounted
till November 1991. he said
adding thal various steps were
underway W rcalise the oul-
standing loans. The highest
amount of such leans of Taka
1168.58 crore lics witli the
Bangladesh Jule  Mills
Corporation. he added.

In reply to the question
raiscd Tabibur Rahman
Sardar the Awami Lecague,
the Stale Minister said that
loans worth Taka 977.48 crure
was taken from the Bangladesh
Shilpa Bank for 618 projects
till Scpiember 1991. Of the
amount, Taka 392.57 was
overdue, he added. _

None of the projects lor
whieh the loans were taken
from the Shilpa Bank was
found 10 be a fraud. the State
Minister said in reply o an-
other question by Musharral
Hossain.

In the current fiscal
Taka 468.75 crores in dl:hutl-
ing loans wcre realised and
Taka 560.69 crores fresh loans
were sanctioned by the com-
mercial banks and the DFls,
the State Minister said in re-
sponse¢ to a question of
Mohammad Asaduzzaman of
e Awami Leaguc.
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was quite different.

The Second Congress of the
Communist Party of India In
February. 1948 in Calcutta de-
cided a separate Pakistan
branch of the party had w0 be
set np. According to Badrwddin
Umar s threc-volume ~“Easi
Hengal's Language Movement”.
the pariy in East Bengul faced
stale repression and other ob
stacles o its work as an open
political party from the very
beginning.

On March, 11. 1948, a day
alter the first general sirtke wo
demmand Bengall as a state lan-
guagc. the party's provincial
and city offices at Kaptan
Bazaar and Court Housc Street
were attacked and ransacked
by Muslim League hooligans.
Party leaders Ranesh Dasgupta
and Dharanl Ray were arrestod
the next day alongwith others
involved in the
Movemenil.

The party organised a major
rally at Coronation Park in the
city on Junc 30, 1948 1o pub-
Herse s programme and
manifesto. But the meeting,
presided over by Munir

Language -

Shaheed Day

Clmwdhur{ was disrupled re-
pcaledly by Muslim I.J.Iguc
musclemen led by Shah Azizur

Rahman. Party olfices were
again alttacked the same
cevening.

In July. more party leaders
were arrested in Dhaka. in
addttion to those thrown into
prison for revolutionary or ter-
roristic activities tn rural ar-
cas. in line with the decision
taken at the Second Congress.

From July onwards. the
party’'s lcaders increasingly be-
gan to work from wunder-
ground. Most of the party's po-
Hiical activities had also o be
conducted from behind the
SCENCS.

Mcmbership of the party
which had stood at. according
o Umar., 10-12.000 in East
Bengal at the beginning of ‘48,
began to drop rapidly, deplet-
ing the party ol the number
and the will o conduct revolu-
tionary politics.

It was not until the Jubo
l.cague was organised in
March. 19561. that the
Communist Party began o play
a major in the Language
Movement. and therefore. the
politics of the country.

Seen from the gallery
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Badruddoza Chowdlhary.

The memo requesis the
Sangsad ‘actors’ to appear in a
special magaxine progrumme
o be telecast on the first an-
niversary of the free and fair
general election in the last
weck of February.

Not knowing what his role
would be the old ‘acior
wanted o know how so many
pecople could be given Lhe
herv's part. And he made surc
that he was not ready to ap-
pear in a side role. Becausc, if
that be the casc. it would be
breach of his privilege.

Then came the clarification
from Badruddoza Chowdhury.
He informed that it would be a
']l]lh-ﬂ' [cultural MTunction) of
the MPs in order to convinee
the pevple that they always did
not do dull things.

Prol Chowdhury disclosing
that he would be the compare
of the programme said: |
Mohtuddin Saheb wanis 1o be
come the hero and Nizan
Saheb wants 10 perform
‘Bharat Natyam' | have nothing
10 say.

"Moreover. we will have @
provigton for those who won't
perform anything. They will
act like dcad soldiers.” he
added.

This promptled a clarilica-
ton [rom Jamaat leader Mr

—

Nizami. He sald Mohiuddin
Saheb carlier said that he
(Nizami) was opposed to this
programme. It was rathcer a
'‘trick’. In rural areas. wc
know. people rcfer to others
to justify their own case’.
added Ntzami. But hc was gen-
erous enough to give uncondi-
tunal support o Mohiuddin
Ahmed saying that he had no

objec ion in giving Mahinddin
the hero's role.,

Finding 1 difficult 1o resist
lemptation to take part in the
juicy debate DBarrister Nazmul
Huda stood up and inlormed
the Housc that there were also
good singers among the MPs,
He disclosed that he heard

Motia Chowdhury singing
Tagore Songs in a cultural
function,

The presiding Deputy

Spcaker came forward to add
another name. lle said Prof
Chowdhury 1s also a good
singer.

But it was not the end.
Mohammad Nasim. Chief Whip
of Awami League. suggested
that il Mohiuddin Saheb be-
camec  the hero then Nizami
Sahcb should be given the role
of the villain. Atleast., he
added. Information Minister
Nazmul Huda can be a good

substitute for Mr Nizami if he
(Nizami) regrets.
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Prime Hmlltur Blﬂum Khaleda Zm distmbuting prizes among the Ansar and VP

= e

members at the Ansar Academy at Shafipur yesterday

Work for rural up]]_ﬂ;, | BNP fails to steer
PM urges Ansars, VDP

SHAFIPUR (Gazipur). Feb
12 : Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia today expressod
the hope that Ansar and VDP
would serve as workforee in
the rural upliit progrummes
the rnment has under
taken. reports UNI3. )

“We have taken up a number
aof development programme for
changing the lot of rural
masses. A disciplined and sin-
cere worklorce Is necessary
for successful implementation
of the " she 1old a
rally of the Ansar and VDP
members.,

The Prime Minister was
addressing the 15th National
Rally of Ansar and Villuge
Defence Party (VDP) at the
Ansar Academy here this
morning.

Begum Zia. on arrival at the
Academy, was reccived by
Home Minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury and Acting Direc-
tor of Ansar and VDP Brigadicr
Mohammad Abcd Miah.

She reviewed a smartly
turned out marchpast whigh
included women members of
the force and ook salute.

Ministers. Leader of the
Opposition in Parllament
Sheikh Hasina. MP’s. Chiefl of
Army Stafl Lt Gen Noor Uddin
Khan, diplomats and senior
civil and military officials also
attended the function.

The Prime Minisicr said
the sacrifice. sincerily.
cou and patriotism with

which Ansar and VDP per-
formed their dutics for the
country would be the souree of
inspiration for all in building
thé nation.

She lauded the activities of

the asscemblage during vanous
national crises alongside thoir
ustual role of assisting differcim
agencies in maintaining law
and order and safeguarding the
country's independence and
sovereignty as well as pmp-.ﬂ'r
of the cilizens.

The Prime Minisier termoed
population bouom as a snag on
way W coonomic cmancipato
of the le and hoped the
force would be more actwe in
assisting implementation ol
government's family planning
progranumcs.

The Prime Minisicr also
moentioned government’s stops
in education and hoewith ses
tors aned called upon them 1
mahe those a sucoess

She asked the emale nem
boers of Ansar and VDP. almost
hall the wial force-strength. 10
help frec the rural women
from the curses of dowry and

_torture by mottvating them o

become scll-reliant.

Begum Zia urged them 1o
participate wholeheartedly in
canal digging and re-excava-
tion programme aimed at
boosting lood production

The Prime Minister  dis
iributcd prizes among the
members of Ansar and VDI
outsianding performance in
various ficlds and went round
diffcrent. projects, ineluding
Small and Cottage Industrics
Trairiing Centre and agricul-
tural and pisciculture farms.

The function was rounded
ofl with a colourful cubural’
show spread wide across the
premises of the Acadenmy and
pmnlcﬂ by members of the

Sma s e -

Govt hesitancy
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signal to the public in general
and the pressurce groups in
particular. The impression is
that as long as a sizable group
can be put together behind a
set of demands then the gov-
ermmment can be pressured into
agreeing to them. regardiess ‘of
the cost.

At some stage this will have
o stop and the government
will have to put fts foot down
and say ‘We just cannot afford’.
But how on carth will the gov-
crnment ever get public sup-
port for such moves, il it never
comes to the pubhc?

In each of the above in-
stances the government should

have taken the public inio con-
fidenee and should hane pre-
scnted facts as to how each
casc ol pay hike. tax doduc-
tion, ucing fuel price, elc
was going 1o cost the natton.
What is the price-tag  cach
time a so-called arm‘d is
signed.

Throughout the current
crisis causcd by the truansport
owners. the government car-
ried on — as usual — sceret ne-
gotiations and then suddenly
we were told that 18 out of 19
demands have alrcady been
acquiesced to. Whal prevented
the government from telling
the public how much #t would
lose in revenue i the fuel price
and tax on sparc parts were
brought down as demanded?
And where would the govern-

ment get the moncy to fulfil fts
budget il it did?
The Leader of ‘the

Opposition, the other day. re-
poricdly said that it is the duty
of the government to ﬂu:i
money. The government can
only find money through In-
crecascd tax., the burden of
which our people cannot bear:
borrow more from donors
thereby increasing our debt: or

print more money the fur-
ther worsening the inflation
situation. What did the
lonourable Leader of the

Opposition mcan 7

Of the issuc discussed
above, the ruling parly never
made any attempts to bring
any of them to parliament,
When confronted with the type
of pressures and agitation that
we have recently seen. the
first thing the majority part
should have dnntj‘::n tﬂa Ia:r
bare the sftuation before our
clected represcntatives and
scek their help in solving
them. thus morally obliging

them 1o help implement  any
agreement reached.

'he pay hike of the
'resident and the Prime

Minister, and the bill for the
enhancement of pay and privi-
leges of the MPs  could nol
have come al a worse Uime
After such a move how can the
government. or cven parlia
ment, ask others — who arc
decidedly less fortunate than
them — 1o lollow a policy of
austerity?

I all these matiers 1he
government has scldom taken
the media into confidence
Why not give them more facts
— less opintons and scrimons -
as 1o how much lfilhng cach
sel of demands will cost the
nation? Talk openly. through
the media. about the options
before the government and
seck public guidance as 1o
which onc is the most accept
able. This will bring the gov-
ernment closer w the people
and help build public opinion
in favour of tough mcasures as
and when they become neces
sary lo lake.

But then, all this really
refers 1o transparcency and ac-
countability of the government.
How sinccre is the DBNP gy
ernment in being both ?

BTMC loss
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order to identify the problems
of the mills, jointly visited all
the cight mills carlicr.

Briefing newsmen | K
Siddiki said tha the
Committec would form an ae
tion committee 1o montlor
whether all the concerned
mills authoritics were actively
working to remove the already
idenificd reasons behitied the
continued loss in the industrial
establishments.

Replying wo a qucstion 1l
Commitiee members s 1w
Texttles Minisier Major [Retd)
Abdul Mannan had positively
responded 1o the Commitie e
report and cxproesscd utmost
desire to impleow n’l the sag-
gestions in lll:nu re pe

The Public .Fu OIS
Commitice has meuanwhile
formed four separate sub
committees o cxamine the
audit objections In the audi
reports of the rest of the (%
ministrics.

According 1o the committee

members, Ihcy wotrkd e abl
o make reports on the adins
ol ull these 16 ministrn » In
the el of 1992

' whiannid
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P1D photo

economy clear

of mess : Matia
WLt i hesndker [degu
H:hl t'lllxmnr in p-rTh
ment Wednesday presented a

grim picture of the country's
CCOIIMY, that the BNP
government has fatled 10 1m-
prove the situation, reports
LN

She gave a briel resume on
vital soviors of oatbomal coon
vt~ lromn agnculture 1o in
dustrial — when the House re-
ti-l'-“ Hismsbasin Iht

Preswhemt s addioss

(Y11}

g.- sidipl aabad +lii Iresen e
Hanghedesh Bank and the 131DS,
Maatsa Claswet ey saa? 11t vl

Wb ol APt wind Mipaort luas
come down and the GDW
recorded a fall as wotal stagna-

tion plagues the coonomy,

Agriculimal and industr fal
production as well as the In-
vesumend situation arc in er-
ribly bad shape. she saud
adding that neither the en-
treprencurs not! Lthe working
class can trust this govern-
meml because of wrong poli-
ctes being pursucd by .

“This government encour-
ages consumption and not
prochuction”. the l'mruml League
member sabd.

Matia. a Bery orator, in her
speech marked by pungent
criticism and quoles  galore,
ok the BNFP government o
task lor the canal digging pro-
gramme and s incllicacy
“The prugramme Is nothing
but sheer wasLgsc of momncy

Legal action
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} Maltk Samity & Press Note is

sued by the Ministry of
Ceonmmuantcations sabd 1 Dhaka
last night.

The Press Noile sald the
present govermment has al
ready taken differemt steps 0
bﬂlu the road Ira | wys-

roperly. Unfortunale

it was true that the

n-tl'rl of ‘road trunsporis dud
not show respeet o the good

. will of the government. the
Press Nole added.

In thits conncction the
Press Note relerred (o the

two-hour long threadbare dis
cussions held in the Juliva
Sangsad on February 10 on J«
situation caused by the trans
port strike. In the wake of dis
cussion in the Sangsad the
Communications Minisicr on
behall of the government
staled in clear terms that afler
holding discussions for twenty
itmes during the last eight
months the government gave
possible solutions in respect of
the transport owncrs' |8 de
mands out of wial 19. The
government also. held oul the
assurance o reduce the price
of diesel as far as possible In
the new July 92 budget. It
it

esides, the pw_mrm:nl
has taken steps 1o mle
tes In the npor
buses. ninlbn-n irucks. mrdt

lorries ete and extend baok
loans and other lacthies con
sidering the 1 sy lor
as industry. the Press Note fur-
ther said.

Il expressed the hope that
the pic of the country
would extend thetr all-out co-
opcration o the government
in the solunon of the problem
caused by the sirike.

Mcanwhile. the country
wide sirtke ol privaie buscs.
mintbuses, and trucks contin

wed Jor the ith  day
Wrdnnduf increasing the
hardship ol the people all over

the couniry.

As the raflway is the only
means of distance communies
thon. the trains are runbing
jampacked with passengers.
who are compelled o under
take journcy to dillerent
placel. The rush of people for
tickets of Inter-City Trains is
s0 heavy atl diffcrent major
ratiway siations that many have
to return home frustrated.

In Dhaka city the sullerings
ol the people of all walks of life
accentuated further with the
continuation of the transport
strikc. Office goers and cm-
ployees ol various business
establishments living on the

outskirts of the capital are the }

worsl suflerers.
igh prices ol cssentials
have also added m the hard-

ship of the peopile.

The Midnight File

Court allows Diana to open
office in Calcutta

CALCUTTA. Feb 12 A local coun wday

rejecied a petitudn

which sought 1o bar the Princess of Wales from officially
opening the new British consular office in this castern Indtan

city Satu

dinmisscd | petithon,

. Justice S N Chakraborty of the city etvil coun
fled by the owmer of the siie on Heo

Chi Minh Street. whoere the British Depuly Hhigh Commission
is nearing completion. reports AFY

Libya bows to pressure

UNITED NATIONS, Feb 12 Facing International pressure
and a threat of cconomic sanciions Libya agreed Wed nesday
o provide evidence and witnesses In France s investigation
of the exphmsion of a Fremeh atrlirer  over Miger in 1989, [hnt
in a communigque relcasced by the Untied Nations. Libya did

not conumit iscll 1o meeting another demeand

that #t hand

over suspects in the bombing of 4 Pan Am ]rll'llr'l-rr v er

Scotland in 1988, reports AP

Russian call to take
N-forces off alert

GENEVA. Feb 12 Russia called ioday on the workd's ihe
nuckear powers W lake thetr muckar forces ofl alert statos
and remove all warheads from thotr missiles 1o avodd aocwke n
tal firtngs Russian Forcign Mindsier Andrel Kozirey mmde the

proposals to the cosferenor on disarmament

reports AFT

meeting bere

Mustafiz starts
Europe, ME
tour today .

® Forclgn Minister A S M
Mustaflzur Hahman |leaves

Dhaka today on a 18-day inp

lmrr-l European and Middik

Eastern countries for disons.
sty on bilote sl meatwers

The visil in goodwill in e
bre Los sules ot bad dimens s
wiv expected on Yilateral s
sipes”, he wid BI8S aboant the
Lrg.

DU campus
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campus thoronghfan « wiwre a
tense situation was previsthng

Our DU Ceorrespondent
adds: A group of armed youths
tried 10 enter the Shahidullah
Hall of the Dhaka University
Wednesday night firing several
rounds of shots.

Tht attackers were repon
edly the activisis of the Aw.umi
League backed Chhatra Loagise

Campus sources sadd  tha
the attarkers could not cnter
the hall as the gate was blooked.

No injury was reported so
far.

Later, the Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD) brought oul
a procession inside the hall

chanting slogans against the
Chhatra Leaguc, sources addod

Kashmir
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o be lost o show solidarity
with the uprising in Indian
Kaashmir

Pakiston holds the cause
Kashmirt people dear o s
heart but s cannol o)
Amanulleh Khan lead tnmocem
praple before the Indian Bring
wpriiacin

AFP says. Noawaz Shartl
cabicd on hipdia 1w Gant the

wple of divided Kashmir the
right of sell determination,
bdbe st el las gosvernowem
did Aot ruke ot the possibility
ol HM!‘H‘E lor the term-
Loty

5-party move to
rally professionals

By Staff Correspondent

The Five-Party Alllance has
decided 1o organise a mecting
of various prolessional groups.

socio-culiural organisalion.
Lreedom fighters and of
vanous classes on February 14
o find out ways 10 gear up a
uniled movement o oust
Golam Azam. Ameer ol the Ja-
maat-c-dslami from the coun-

try.

'he decision was an-
nounced at a confe renee
held Wednesday at the Col

Taher auditortum at Bnn;-
bandhu Avenue.

o

The next step was to
I send out applications
for the research
fellowship.

And believe me,

It took some doing. Who doeso

Hunting for addresses.

Electric-typing each application.
Photocopying all the certificates.
And stamps, stamps, stamps.
Posted each envelope personally.
Settled down to a long wait.

The postman became

Man of the Year.

But every evening found an empty
mailbox. Until a moment ago.

“It's Harvard, no less!”
I think I deserve a Gold Leaf now.
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