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Upazila
PABNA

Inter-dist drama
competition

Feb 12 Inter-district
drama co ition under the
aus of Pabna Banomali
Institute get here on
Thursday to continue through
the end of this month, reports
UNB.

Rajshaht Divisional
Commissioner, M A Habibullah
will inaugurate the competi-
tion as a chicf

The competition will have
14 drama clubs joining from
different parts of the country.
The clubs are Ganomancha
Fulkuri Kishore Theatre,
Treecraina Krira Sangha,
Darpan Theatre, Kushtia
Shilpakala Academy, Jhenidah
Bibortan Natto Gosti, ny
Anushilan, Ananya 79, Kushtia
Arun Udai Natto Shikha
Samity, Sangrami Naito Dal,
Sirajganj Nur Theatre, Kushtia
Pragot! Thealre, Rajbari
Chaderhat and Bhola and
Rupoh Natto Goshti, Sirajgani.

FARIDPUR

LGEB employs
6.21 lakh
labourers

Feb 12 : Local Government
Engincering Bureau created
employment opportunitics for
6,21,171 in four dis-
tricts of Greater Faridpur and
Kurigram districts during July
to December 1991,

A highly placed source of
LGEB told UNB that of the to-
tal labour force of over 3.83
lakh B3 women earned their
livelihood during the period.

The source said the labour-
ers were engaged in various
development projects under-
taken by LBEB. Projects in-
clude feeder road development
and maintenance, small scale
water resource schemes,
growth centre development,
bridges and culveris, rural
roads maintenance and pucca
infrastructure.

The source also said
2.29,208 day-labourcrs were

in Faridpur, 84,155 in

Rajbari, 1,08.775 in
Madaripur, 10.729 in
Gopalgan} and 1,38,304 in
Kurigram disiricts.

LGEH paid Taka 2.24 crore
as wage for the workers during

the period.

RANGPUR

BADC procures
200 tons of
bo:;o ‘seeds

Feb | Bangladesh
Agriculiure Development
Corporation [BADC] procured
about 2 hundred mwtric tons of
aman secds [rom cohlract

procurementl large!l =l
metric lons for the current
season in Lhe district. In this
at least

National Science
Week held

Feb 12 : The 15th National
Sctence and T Weok
was held with much enthusi-
asm al Ashek Mahmoeod
. Mr

recently
formally inaugu-

ighly appreciated

BARISAL
6,121 tons of

wheat for
112 projects

Feb 12 : The governmend
sanciioned 6,121 metric
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DINAJPUR

Firewood use 1n

brickfields

unabated

Feb 12 : Despile govern-
ment ban, trees arc being cul
indiscriminately for use as
firewood in 40 brickficlds in
the district, reports UNB.

It is alleged thal everyday a
huge quantity of timber is be-
ing carried 1o the bricklields
by trucks in fronl ol the law
enforcing

Unscrupulous tradcrs arc
carrying on this ilicgal trade
causing depletion of forests.

According lo environment
X such wanton destruc-
tion of Lrees i allowed 1o con-
tinue would upsct the ecologl-
cal balance.

Local people urged the au-
thoritics to armange coal for
brickficlds at a rcasonable
price and save forests.

JAMALPUR

Bar assoc

executives

Fcb 12 : Advocale Nazrul
Islam Dulu and Advocate
Shawkat Ali have been clected
President and Secrctlary of the
District Advocales Bar
Association in the election
held here recently, reports
UNB.

The other office bearers arc
: Azfzur Rahman Talukdar and
Jinnat AH — Vice President,
Baki Billah and Fazlul Bart —
Joinl Secretarics, Allal Hossain
— Auditor.

The members are: Nihar
Chandra Nondi, Mokbul
Ilossain Noni, Abul Kashem,
Amanullah Akash, Golam
Mostafa, Jabed AN, Rezaul Hag,
Abdul Hye, M A Karim,
Assadullah, Shaflfullah
Khandakar and Prol Solaiman

Hag.

MAULVIBAZAR

Welding factories

_ create obstacles

Feb 12 : At least 50 unau-
thorised wrlding factorics have
been scl up beside the roads
crealing obstacles and onvi-
ronment pollutions, rcporis
UNNR.

Physicians said thal the
town dwellers were suffering

authorities to Lake immodiale
action agains! Lhe unauthorised
weiding factory owners.

PATUAKHALI
Trust faces

management

problem

CHANDPUR
Teachers for
early fulfilment

of demands

Feb 12 : A big procession of
ieacherys and employees of

UZ Non-governmenl
Secondary School Teachers’
Associalbon.
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CHANDPUR : A was:mahfil was: held at Parajikandi. Complex, Mutiab recently where: Syied
Yusuf Syed Hashem Rafai, former Religious Minister, Kuwait was present as chief guest.

— Star photo

Substandard medicines

flood markets

SATKHIRA, Fcb 12: Sub-
standard medicine including
the life saving drugs have
flooded the markets all over
the district.

It is reported that fungus,
Mes etc are often found in
many drug containers inchad-
ing the saline and important
injections. The alfect of these
contaminated drugs endanger-
ing the ltves of the patients.

Many drug companics are
manufacturing the substandard
medicine withoutl requisite
certificates from the con-
cerned authorities and Lhese
drug companies are markcting
their products through attrac-
tive

A section ol physiclans is
also prescribing sub-
standard medicine . Patients
complained that the agents
and rcpresentatives of these
drug companics cntice Lhe
physictans in diffcrent ways (o
presceribe Ltheir products.

The quacks in the villages
prescribe Lhese modicine as
thesc are available al a com-

From Our Correspondent

paratively cheaper rate. The
paticnts informed that Lhey
were nol gelling .any positlive
result afier using these sub-
standard mecdicind . Mosl
medicine shops in the rural
and urban arcas have no valid
licences and Lhey are selling
such drugs in larger quantity.

Somc chemists suggest that
no medicine should be allowed
to scll withoult proper test
certificates (rom the con-
cerned authoritics.

The concernced authorities
have been urged Lo Llake sicps
against Lhese subsiandard
medicine produccrs for the
inicrest of the people.

The Public licalth Engi-
neering Department,
Gaibandha has taken up a pro-
grammme to instal 1,011 tube-
wells in seven upazilas ol the
district during the current

Of these, 187 lubewclls will
be sunk in Satkhira sadar, 146
in Kalaroa, 168 in Tala, 196 in
Kahganj, 160 in Assasuni. 72

in Shymnagar and 82 in Deb-

hata upaxilas of the district.

Mcanwhile, the installation
of the tubcewells has already
been started and the work is
expected lo be completed by
next June. Morcover, the de-
partment will resink 520 out
of order lubewells during the
pcriod.

A UNB report adds : Chattra
League (S-A) has protesied ha-
rassment and oppression by
police on fits workers of
Kalaroa upazia.

Addressing a Press confer-
cnce al its office, the BCL
lcaders said that at least one
hundred lcague workers were
injured at Kalaroa College in a
serics of attacks by Chhatra Dal
workers. They also accused
police of helping those attack-
crs and harassing Chhatra
League workers.

The leaders announced an
action programme in prolest
to Be held on February 3.

District Chhatra League
President SK Syeduddin Scc-
retary Sclim Reza Sabuz spoke
al the Press conference.

High price of bamboo
hits cottage industrie

GAIBANDHA, Feb 12 :
Bamboo based cotiage industry

has been facing due to

bamboo in the
reports UND.

acute shortage
northern
A cons
crafismen who depend on
bamboo made articles Ilike
chatali or dharal, kula jhary,
baskets and others for their
livelihood have become unem-

mm:.nmhm:ur

Bamboo clusters in different
arcas of the reglon have con-
siderably diminished and

turmed into cultivable land as no

eflective measures have been

taken for

As a resull searcity of bam-
boe has become acule in Lhe
northern zonc of the country
including Catbandha and its

rable number of

price has gonc up abnormally.

The siluation aggravaled in
the rural arcas where more
than 80 per cent Ive in
kutcha houscs and can hardly
afford to purchase bamboo al
such exorbilant prices.

No attempl has been made
to save the bamboo clusiers

Academic atmosphere
absent

Our Correspondent adds
Siudents o Bhagdariya
Government Primary School
under Sadullapur Upazila are
not gelling proper cducation
for want of academic atmeo-
sphere.

The tin-shed roofl of the

school house was blown away by

the last norwester, The school

house s yct o be re-
consiructed. About 350 slu-

dents are now altending their

classes under the open sky.
Morcover, shorlage of furni-
lure

csacniial itlems s crealin
irouble 1o children, The loca

pcople urge the higher author-
itics concerned Lo mitigale the
suflfering of the students.

The authority of Kamarpara
Parimadhab Iigh School is
realising excess fec for issuin
testimonials to the SSC
candidates.

The atthority on the plea of
school development fixed Taka
60 as testimonial fee. As a re-
sult, poor and fixed income
group families cannot afford
such undue lee and are being
harassed by the authority.

One gets life-term, 2to

suffer 14-yr RI for dowry

COMILLA, Feb 12 A man
was senienced w Hie-term and

two others |4 ycars rigorous
with fine for

lrrwﬂ-unmrm

inflicling physical injury on
three girls for dowry, reports
UNB.

According o Lhe prosecu-
tion, accused Khokan Mia,
Malck and Borhan threw ackd
on Rashida Begum and her two
sisters who were aslecp In
their house on June 24, 1988,

Rashida daughter ol Abdul
Malck of village Sayed
Khayerkandi in Daudkandf
Upaxila was married to Khokan
who demanded Taka 30,000
from his mother-in-law for
foing to Middic East. When
the parents refused to pay,
Khokan senlt back his wife
Rashida o her mother and
continued pressing her for the
money .

On the night June 24, 1989
the victims saw lthnhn..l-'::
two accomplices Malek
Horhan outlside the window,
flecing afier throwing acid on
them.

Chand Hanu, mother of Lthe

viciims, lodged cjahar with
Dauvdichandi Thana in this re-

2 smugglers get
5 years Rl
her report . Two
sm . Abul and

Rahman have been
scnienced o five years T
ous | L with a finc
of Taka 2000 each.

The learned judge acquitied
four co-accuseds Mamin,
Kubbat Ali, Md Farid and
Shafiq in a judgement deliv.
ered recently.

The case, in briel. was
Bangladesh Rifles patrol party

133 Degree
examinees
expelled
in 2 dists

MYMENSINGII, Fcb 12
Examination was hecid
fly in all the nine cen-

tres of the district. reporis
BSS.

A wial of 2034 candidates
have been appearing in the
examination this year from
these centres. According o
the district administration 121
candidates were expelled from
these centres for adopling
unfairmeans.

Another report
adds: Twelve Pass and
Subsidiary examinees of the
district were expelled on the
first day of Degree examina
tions in Bangla on Monday for
adopting unlairmeans

from Harisal

. latd a trap at Sujatpur village in

Chawddhagram Upazila and
found 6 le crossing into
Bangladesh territory with loads
on their heads. Abul lHashem

r Rahman were
red-handed while

They smuggled sugar,
turmeric worth Taka 685,000.
Arrested people were handed
over o Chawddhagram police
and a case was registered with

black board and other

SATKHIRA, Feb 12 : The of-
ficers and cmt::ym of all the

nationalised banks including
Janata Bank obscrved a token
mass hunger strike at their re-
spective bank premises to
press home their 5-point de-
mands recently.

It is gathered that the
transaction of these banks
hampered due to the strike.

Earlier the oflicers and em-
ployces of these banks brought
out a procession which pa-
raded the main streets of the
town.

After the procession, a ral
was held at the local Sona
Bank premises,

Ayub Al of Janata Bank,
Lutfor Rahman of Sonali Bank,
Nibash Chandra of Agrani Bank
and Kachi of Krishi Bank spoke
on the occasion.

Annual sports

held

The annual sports competi-
tion of Satkhira Government
College was held at the college
play ground recently.

Dr Golam Rahman, Vice-
Chancellor of Khulna
University inaugurated the
competition as chiel-guest
while Amin Khan, ex-Vice-
Principal of Satkhira
Government College was pre-
sent as special guest

In the competition,
Ahsanuddin and Anju Ghosh
became champions between
the boys and girls groups re-
spectively.

Alter the competition, Dr
Golam Rahman gave away the
prizes among the winners
while Principal Nurul Alam
presided over the prize giving

ceremony.

9-kg tumour removed

A ninc-kg tumour was re-
moved from the belly of Mrs
Anowara Karim (36) wife of Dr
Enaycl Karim, Assistant Civil
Surgeon of the district re-
cently.

Mrs Anowara Karim was op-
erated upon al Satkhira Sadar
Hospital. Dr Israil Biswas con-
ducted the operation. He was
assisted by Dr Habibur Rahman
and others. .

The patient following her
operalion has been feeling
well.

Stamps on sale
at higher prices

Non-judicial stamps arc
sclling at higher prices in the
district recently.

It is allcged that some dis-
honest persons are selling
these stamps at higher prices
more than the fixed price by
the rmment.

Shortage .ol non-judicial
stamps was also rcported from
Shyamnagar, Kaliganj, Debhata,
Tala, Assassuni and Kalaroa
upazilas of the district.

Local people urged the au-
thoritics to take immediate
remedial measures o mitigalc
the suflcrings ol the people.

Two thefts committed

Two daring Lhells were
commitied al two secparale
places of the district recently,

It is reported that a gang of
thief entered into the mosque
ol Ramchandrapur village un-
der Sadar upazila by breaking
open the door. They look away
a microphone set of the
mosque worth Taka ten thou-
sand al dead of night.

In the other incident, a
group of thiel entered into the
walch shop, A M Watch Co al
Mainroad ol the distficl iown
by breaking open the door al
dead of night and managed 1o
escape wilh watches worth
Taka 30 thousand.

Two separalc cascs were
lodged with Satkhira PS in
these connection.

39 projects

under
implementation
BARISAL, Feb 12 :

Thirtynine projects arc being
implemented in eight upazilas
of the district under post-
monsoon reliel schemes in the
current season. BSS.

According to an official
source. the government sanc-
tioned 240 metric tons ol
wheat for implementation of
the schemes.
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Heroin addiction
leaves 40 dead

PABNA, Feb 12: Aboutl 40
people died last year of heroin
addiction which have affccted
30,000 families in the district,
according to a well informed
source here, reports UNB.

Peoplc mostly young rick-
shawpullcrs, day labourers,
bus-drivers and busincssman
are the main addicts. In order
to manage moncy for purchas-
ing heroain and other such
drugs, they sell their house-
holds, lands, even their chil-
dren and wives.

Heroin is being openly sold
in the Lown areca including
Library DBazar, Krisnapur,
Shalghoria, Singa, Radhangar,
Hospital Road; Bani Cinema
Road and Taraldar Bakery Road
under the very nose of police,
the source alleged.

A heroin seller told UNB
that they sell heroin in close

conlaci with some dishonest
Narcotice Department em-
He said that heroin is re-
portedly being smuggled into
the town from Chapai-
by bus and train and

an organised gang is alle
involved in this fllegal lr.'nm:i‘::::iti v

Thousands of fishermen
have been compelied to give-
up their ancestral vocation due
to fund constraints and ab-
normal price hike of fishing
materials.

A fishing boat along with a
nct is being sold al aboul Taka
2 lakh which is far beyond Lhe
gurchnling capacily of the

shermen.

Aboul 45,000 fishcrmen in
the disirict earn their liveli-
hood [rom [Mishing in the
rivers, beels, canals and ponds,

Prices of essentials
record sharp rise

MAULVIBAZAR, Feb 12: The
prices of some esscntial com-
modities have recorded a
sharp rise causing hardship to
the common people, reports
UNB.

The prices of the different
varieties of rice have risen by
Taka one to 1.50 per kg the
price of a kg of rice now varies

from Taka 12 to Taka 14.50,

according to quality. One kg of

| ata is now being sbld at Taka

9.75.

Soyabin ofl, coconut ofl, jira,
masur dal are selling at Taka

40, 95, 150 and 40 per kg re-

spectively while these items
were being sold at Taka 35,80,
130 and 35 a fort night back.

Fish has become rare and
expensive. The price of 20
medium size koi fish ranges
between Taka 80 and 100.

Four medium size magur
are now available at Taka 60 to
70 against the previous price
of Taka 30 to 40.

Mutton and beel are now
sold at Taka 100 and 60 per
kg while the prices were Taka
80 and 50 per kg a month
back. The price of poultry
birds has also recorded a sharp

rise. The price of medium size

Upward trend of
prices has also been marked at
the disirict market. A medium
size cabbage now sells at Taka
10 while a culiflower at Taka
8, a kg of corolla at Taka 30
while potato at Taka 9 per kg
at Taka 6.

ment.

It is allcged thal bidi Tacto-
rics in 6 upazilas of the district
are involved in this malprac-
tice in connivance with local
customs and excisc employees.

Local people allcged that
bidis are being sold without
banderols or used bandrolls
collected from the retaflers.

Besides, Lthe actual produc-
tion of the [aclories is nol
shown in the paper submitted
to the excise officials.

Drinking water

scarcity

From Our Correspondent

BOGRA. Feb 12. Acute
scarcity of pure drinking water
has posed a sertous prublem to
the people in the rural areas
of the Greater Bogra region.

According to reports, the
existing number of tubewells

in 16 upazilas of the region is
quite inadequate to meet the

growing demand,

It is learnt from official
sources that at present there
arc 36 lakh people in the
Greater Bogra district. Of the
total 29.731 tubewells, 2.334
are lying out of order. One
thousand eight hundred and
fortyeight tubewells are out of
order in 11 upazilas of Bogra
district and 486 in 5 upazilas
of Jaypurhat district

The tubewells have been

remaining out of order for
more than four years. No effec-
tive measure has been taken so
far either to replace or resink
them. it is informed.
According to offlicial
sources, the disorder tube-
wells would be made operative
when nation wide resinking
programme will be taken up by
the government. Official
sources also said. due to water
level fall — the tubewells
would be replaced by Tara
pump but this programme yet
to be implemented.
it may be mentioned here
that at present there are 3.016
Tara pump which are running
in 11 upazilas of Bogra district
and 1.041 in 5 upaztlas of
Jaypurhat district.

Problems in hospital
hamper treatment

From Our Correspondent

RAJUBARI, Feb 12: The 50-
bed Local sadar hospital has
been facing multifarious prob-
lems including inadequale wa-
ter supply for Lhe last one year.

It is reported that Taka four
lakh is needed to repair the
out of order tubewell and three
months time will be required
to complete the work.

There s no boundary wall of
the hospital. As a result, cattle,
goats and other animals enter
into the premises ol the hospi-
tal. This no doubl create prob-

It is reported that the da-
coits looted she belongings of a
doctor al gun-point last year
and another dacoity attempt al
the housc ol Resident Surgeon
was folled.

The X-ray machine ol the
hospital has been stopped for
want of X-ray Nlims, op-
erations are nol done In
the absenece of facility for

anesthesta.

There 1s no ambulance in
the hospital for a long time.
The scrious palienis are
shified to Faridpur, Dhaka and
other places by tempeo, truck
and other means. This causes
much sufferings both to the
paticnis and the attendants.

The Norwegian Red Cross
Society used to maintain the
hospital as a local health cen-
tre till 1980, Later on they

handed 1t over 1o the
Bangladesh government in
1981. The hospital was a
upazila health complex till
February 1983, it was made a
50-bed hospital wilh

upgradation of Rajbari as a dis-

But still the hospital s notl
equipped with requisite medi-

withoul proper treatment



