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It was an innovative move to discard the
customary exchange of felicitations in favour of a
free and candid discussion on the relations
between Bangladesh and Japan on the occasion ol
the 20th anniversary of the establishment of

ties between the two countries. For

arranging the discussion, in the form of a seminar
on Monday. credit goes to the Bangladesh
Institute International and Strategic Studies

(BIISS) and, indeed, to the Japanese Ambassador
Toshio Saiki for bringing Profl. Setzaburo Sato of
the University of Tokyo to deliver the key-nole
address at the meeting.

The discussion in which a number ol noted
local experts joined forces with Prol. Sato
produced almost an unanimous conclusion. It is

this: The relations between Dhaka and

have reached a turning point or, as some

t say, a testing time. The overall picture
drawn by the distinguished visitor who is the
chairman of the South Asia Forum in Tokyo. in
his opening speech. was largely a positive one.
based on what we all regard as welcome changes
on the global scene. How much benefit

Bangladesh can derive [rom these changes,
especially where its economic ties with Japan are
concerned, is another matter. This is the area
that calls for careful deliberation by policy-

makers in this country. Within the limits of time,
we had a taste of such discussion at the semina

To start with, it is important to acknowledge
the close economic relationship that exists
between Dhaka and Tokyo, in both trade and aid,
and to hope that the framework for collaboration
can be further strengthened with the restoration
of democracy in this country, together with the
introduction of wide-ranging market economy in
different sectors.

Until the late eighties, Japan appeared
reasonably content with the status quo. Bul not
any longer. There was an admission in the speech
of Prof Sato that his country's investment and
even trade with members of the Association of
South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) have reached a
saturation point and Tokyo must now look for
new areas for investment, such as, as the visitor
put it plainly, the former Indo-China slates,
especially Vietnam. and South Asia. Assuming
Bangladesh would figure prominently in this
respect, we should welcome this new thinking
which has been voiced by several Japanese policy-
makers, besides Prof Sato. Unfortunately, there
are hardly any signs of this thinking being
translated into practice. Again, recent Japanese
performance In the field of investment, almost
euphoric in the case of ASEAN as against
indifference to SAARC, inspires little confidence
here about Tokyo's future intentions. As pointed
out by a local expert., Japan’'s total investment in
Bangladesh. mostly in the Export Processing

Zone. is slill below $50 million. a pittance
comupared (o her investment in ASEAN or even in
India.

Here, it is imperative Lo know the obstacles
investors, from Japan and elsewhere, face in
coming into Bangladesh or in raising the level of
their existing performance. At the seminar on
Monday. Prof. Sato mentioned bureaucratic
bottlenecks as major discouraging [actors.
Indeed. he could have mentioned others. like
work stoppages and policy indecisions. However,
we would like Japan to appreciate that a year-old
democratically elected government cannot bring
about the changes that we are asking for all that
quickly. The government— and the country as a
whole—needs encouragement from a partner in
development. like Japan. in the form of concrete
actions.

A Tribute to Haley

It was not long ago that millions of people in
different parts of the world remained glued to
their television sets, week after week and
sometimes night after night. watching the
"Roots” that traced the saga of a black American
family from slavery to freedom. from torture and
humiliation to the glorious success in the literary
career of the last member of the family. To say
that the programme was— and still remains— one
of the best TV serials of our time would be an
understatement. '

The "Roots: The Saga of an American Familv’
made history by adding something. not just to the
American understanding. but also to an universal
appreciation, of human bondage, otherwise

known as slavery, that changed lives of millions in
different continents.

Today, we mourn the death of Alex Haley, the
author of the "Roots” who passed away on
Monday, at the age of 70. He is certainly neither
the first nor the last black American writer to
join the ranks of great authors of our times.
However. he will be long remembered as one who
not only produced an unique book but also set off
a wave of interest among all kinds of people in
their origins, the so-called roots, an exercise that
for many often resulted in dismay,

disappointment and huge expenses.

The success of Haley went a long way in
the American consciousness of the

place of black heritage in the country's culture
and history, a heritage that evokes pain and
w Elut ‘ia‘:‘m produces rich varieties in arts
music. The strength that the US way of life
derives today from its varied sources prgvidcs a
contrast to the weaknesses of regimented
uniformities which led to the disintegration of
the Soviet Union. Herein lies a lesson for many
countries, including some developing ones,
which are in the process of finding out what

culture is all about, often working towards wrong
conclusions. '

INYAMIN . son ol
Menachem Begin, said,
"... there Is no enlity
called Palestinians uniless it
inchudes me. | am a Palestinian
Jew, saying this he

r\-n tried to establish
t all Jews now living iIn

Palestine are first Palestinians
and then Jews and this raises

the sertous of dentt
and belonging to the land.
However, in the next breadth

he satd, "The Palestinians as a
different nation s the greatest
hoax of the 20th century afler
the Nazi hoax " If Palestinians
are not a nation then his claim
of being a Palestintan makes
very little sense. The Jews do
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I converts Lo Juddl-m
aside, the children of
the Palestinian

had common ancestiral

ago but they turned out 1o be
different people with the pas-
sage of time and through pro-
cess of history. Apparently

Begin has put
forward his claim as a
Palestinian. But on the ques-
tion of identity the Palestinian
Arabs are nol only Palestinians
but also Arabs. Long and com-
plex history shows that “Arab
nationalism started (rom a
wide base — the thesis that all
Arabic speaking peoples were
onc nation.” But nationalism
based on political freedom of

Have Palestinians been Abandoned?

the entire cflort was 10 estab-
hsh Palestintan dentity
Palestinians ook a decisive
sicp on the qucstion of their
representation in the Moscow
Mulli- latieral talks that ook
place in the last weck of
January, 1992. They simply re-
fused Lo participate In the joint
Palestintan-Jordantan delega-
tion. Again Lhey wanied o as-
scrt  their own identit

Indeed. In their struggle for

pul the Arab world inte com
plete disarray and Ilsrael
reaped full benefit owt of WL I
has received diplomatie
recognition from many impor-
lant counines of the world,
which otherwise, would have
been im Pales tinians
appeared to have been aban-
doned in the crucial negotia-
tions with staunch enemy ke
Isracl. In Moscow Multi-lateral
talk a number of Arab coun-

VMiuslehuddin Ahmad

and that is cligible for the
right of scli<dctermination”.

Not One Entity

Even in the M-East peace
ncgotiations there are more
than onc delegation from the
Arab world conflirming that
thcy are not one entity though
they are all Arabs :
mula put Palestinians and Lhe
Jordantans in one dclegation
but this was later modified at
the Washingion lalk at the in-
sistence of the Palestintans al
lowing them 1o negotinte sepa-
rately in the commilters with
tokecn presence of one or two

Jordanian members. Obviously

their own identily the
Palestinians recetved full sup

port from the other Arab
siates. In 1964 the first Arab
summit “called for the estab

MHahment of a scparailc
Falestintan identity” despite
Jordan's effort o represent
Palestintans. And In 1974, the
Arab heads of siale meeting In
Rabat, Morocco, designated
the PLO as sole representalive
of the Palestinian people Fven
the UN General assembly later
awarded obscrver status o the
PLO. Since then the PLO has
been en signficant in-
lernat siatus both politi
cally and diplomatically. But
the Gulfl war changed the po-
sition of the Palestinians dra

matically because of PLO s sup
port for Irag. Indeed, Gull war

trics except Syria and Lebanon
which decided not 10 join the
talk apparcntly for different
reasons, sal with lsracl |hough
Paulestintans sitayed outl. Even
Jordan which forms a joint
dek gation with Palestintans in
the bilateral negotiations with
Israc] joined the Moscow talk.

Arah sohdarity even while deal
ing with Israrl was absent — a
situation probably unthinkable
bofore the Gull war, The best
course for the Arabs would
have been 1o work on a joint
siralcgy on a minimum com-
mon denominator — the Joind
Palestintan — Jordamtan dele-
gatton could sit atl the nptnin?
scaston and participation o
separale delegations at the
lewel of wvartous concerned

commitices. The US appeared
favourable 10 the idea; t was a

question of putting a joint Arab
position.

Slow Going

In the context of Middle-
Fast peace ncgotiattons Lhe
lollowing scenarios are dis
cernible. The US, the main
sponsor, is allowing the Lalks
al both bilateral and muli-lat -
eral levels 1o go ahead slowly
but steadily. It iIs not imposing
anything directly on any party

Taking the advantage of the
Gulfl war, it s ha with its
success in bringing all Arabs 0
the necgotiating table with
Israc] directly. The italks are
extremely slow and produced
practically nothing except the
fact that the adversaries sat
across the table. Isrncl is ngt In
a hurry as it has been gaining
substiantial grounds In terms of
diplomatic recognition though
it has come to the point of
pulting forward some propos-
als on Palestintan autonomy in
the occupled lerritorics. May
be this Is a carrot only 10 be
shown and not 1o be given. If
Benny Begin's views were 10 be
taken as those of the |srach
lcadership, then. Palestinian
autonomy, In vicw, may be
something relating o Lhe peo-
ple and not o the land. Prime
Mintster Shamir already saidd
Israci was nol bound by every

"obsilacles o peace”.
Protracted negotiations —
Shamir said he was not com-
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Nuclear Arms Should be Banned in All Nations

by K R Panikkar

The on-going US-led campaign against North
Korea's alleged nuclear weapons programme
exposes the double standards practised by the US and
some of its allies in their international relations.

N recent wecks there
have been repeated
warni from South

Korean and US officials that
North Korea is close to making
nuclear bombs. Claiming that a
nuclear-armed North Korean
would be the most serious
threat to peace and stability in
East Asia, US Defence
Secretary Dick Che has
indefinitely postponed planned
US troop reductions in South
Korea. There is also talk of

: g:tunl UN Security Council to

emand access to North,

Korean nuclear facilities o
ascertain the nature of the
activitics being pursued in
them and, In the event of
North Korea refusing to accept
that demand, of carrying out a
'surgical’ military strike at
those facilities.

., after securing the
destruction of Iraq's nuclear
facilittes and probably encour-
aged by that success, the
United States has shifted its
attention to North Korea's
nuclear programme.

In the face of this mounting
pressure, North Korea has
continued to deny it is en-
gaged in developing nuclear

weapons.

that it has already
signed the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT), it
says it is prepared to sign the
follow-up Nuclear rds
Agreement. which would allow
international fon of its
nuclear facilities, provided the
Unlted States withdraws its

nuclear ns from South
Korea and North Korea allow
simultaneous inspection of fis
nuclear factlities.

North Korea, in fact, 1is
asking no more than rcoiproc:
ity as the condition for open-
ing up its territory for interna-

tional nuclcar inspectors. Nor
impartial judge deny that the
North Korean position is just
and fair,

Then why concerted cffort
at demonising North Korea? Is
it because its present isolation
affords a rare opportunity to
carry out a military strike
against it on the pretext of
eliminating its dangerous’ nu-
clear programme. bring down
the communist regime and
unify the peninsula under
South Korean leadership?

Il indeed Pyongvang is
developing nuclear weapons,
what use could it find
for them?

Is it envisaged that North
Korea will use them against
the South? Such action would
inevitably result in the death
and mutilation of mil-
Hons of civilans in the South.

Whaltever one may think of
the Pyongyang regime. it is
preposterous o suggest that it
will entertain the idea of ex-
terminating huge numbers of
fellow Koreans. In any case the
North Korean leader cannot be
assumed to be stupid enough
not to know that its use of
nuclear weapons is certain
bring a nuclear riposte from
South Korea's ally, the United

States. which will ensure the
extinetion of North Korea

A plausible reason why
North Korea may want nuclear
weapons is Lo use it an the
weapon of last resort if faced
with the prospect of extinc-
tion. Nevertheless North Korea
may not be lying when 1t
denies it is developing nuclear

Weapons.
The on-going campaign
against Korea's alleged

nuclear weapons programme
once again exposes the double
standards practised by the
United States and some of its
allies in their international
relattons.
is #t sale and accept

able for Israel and the five
permanen! members of the
UN Security Council toc have
nuclear warheads and long-
range missiles. but dangerous
and unacceptable for Iraq and
North Korea to develop them?

What s the basis on which
the United States feels free 1o
develop whatever kind of mili-
tary technology fts scientists
can come up with while at Lhe
~ime time it arrogates to itself
the right to decide what tech
nologies other states may or

may nol develop?

What makes #t right for the
United States to sell huge
quantities of arms 1o #ts chents

while preaching the necessity
for arms reductions and

exhorting other siates o cut
down their arms sales?

Are similar actions being
contemplated against states
like lsracl India and Pakistan
which have not yet signed the
NPT and which have efther

develo nuclear s Or
are be ww be well on the
way o fabricating them?

The different between the
treatment meted out W Iraq
and the indifference shown two
Isracl is glaring.

The history of the post-
1945 period has shown that
nuclear weapons have no uttlity
other than perhaps to deter
aggression by a nuclcar-armed
slale.

The United Stales posses-
sion of atomic weapons did not
deter the 1950 North Korean
invasion of Soulh Korea.
Netther did 1t heip to achieve
the US ambition to unify the
Kiirean peninsula

John Foster Dulls' ‘Massive
Retultation’ strategy did not
deter the Vietnamese commu
nists from renewing their

gucrilla war.

e enormous US siockpile
ol nuclear warhcads did not
deter Iraq from invading
Kuwait. nor did it win the
coalition war against lrag.

If the United States had as
much as threatened the use of
nuclear weapons against Iraq.
international optnion would
have turmmed against It The
enormous civilan casualties
which would result
from a nuclear strf are

morally reprehensible and po-

htically unacceptable.
For the . Mighting in
a nuclear id is well

nigh impossible. A territory
devastated by nuclear hombs is
not worth acquiring. Thesec
considerations make nuclear
weapons unusable in war.

Now, with the Cold War
ended, even the deterrent
function of nuclear weapons
has become - With
the collapse of the former
Soviet Union, the United
States and s allles no longer
(a« ¢ a formidable adversary,

Ffhe international climate
has undergone such radical
transformation in the last two
ycars that the remainin
nuclear adversary China
other nuclear aspirants eannot
but go along with moves to
make this a nuclear weapon-
free world.

The time has come (o
declare that the possession of
nuclear weapons s illegitimate
for all states. Nuclear weapons
are truly horrendous weapons.

at 1iroshima.
S0 any move to rid the

world of these weapona
deserves our enthusiastic sup-

port. Bul to be meaningful and
acceptable. such moves have 1o

non -discriminatory. Steps to-
wards eliminating nuclear

the Undted ,

it s farcical to foree lrag
and North Korea to abandon
their nuclear weapons pro-
wamme while al the same
tme the United States contin-
ucs nuclear testing to develop
new nuciear weapons.

The United States as the
leading world power should

and without discrimination. —
World Network
Features / Star

(K R Panikkar is a retired
senior military officer lectiuur:
ing ai University Malaya in
Malaysia.)

Japan's Peacekeeping Role in Doubt over 'Comfort’' Women Issue
Haruko K. Watanabe writes from Tokyo

during World War Il and compensates victims, its
external aid may no longer be trusted

APAN is ready to play

more important political

and security roles in Asia
“provided Asian countries show
understanding and support.”

This stand was affirmed by
Foreign Affairs and Vice Prime
Minister Michio Watanabe in a
recent talk with sclected mem-
bers of the press in Tokyo.

Mr Watanabe discussed
Japan's peacekeeping rcle in
the international community,
the official development aid
(ODA) for 1992 and compen-
sation for Korean "comfort wo-
men” or those forced to serve
the sexual needs of Japanese
soldiers during World War 1I.

Because of brutalities com-
mitted by the Japanese Im-

economic aid has lately been
regarded with fear and
suspicion by many Asians.

Mr Watanabe noted for in-
stance, that there i{s need to
explain the intentions of the

address.
Transport strike

Sir, Through the column of
your estcemod paper | like to
complain about the inconve-
nienecs caused Lo the public by
the gencral transport strike.

As a resull of the strike
communication in the capital
and other part of the count

come lo a stand still.
Communication is the life-
b of commereial activity,
Trade has been paralysed,
business Lransactions have
become sluggish. So strike
should be averied and efforts
made to bring aboul an
amicable scitlement between
the government and transport

| owners in the public interest.

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’'s real name, signature and

pending in the House of
Councillors, or parliament's
upper house.

He has met with various
Asian leaders, he said. and
"they understood.”™ Mr Lee
Kuan Yew. former prime min-
ister of Singapore, had been
most critical about Japan's
sending non-combat troops to
Cambodia but has changed his
position, added Mr Watanabe.

Similarly, Kuwait along with
the international media had
praised the minesweepers be-
longing to Japan's Maritime
Sel-Defence Force which de-
stroyed hard-to-locate mines
remaining in the Gulf, he
noted.

This 1s in contrast to the
carlfer failure by the Kuwait
government to mention Japan
among the 28 countries it
thanked in a full-page ad in the
New York Times for their help
in the Gulf War. Japan con-
tributed US$13 billion to the
pcace-keeping operations of
the United Nations in the Gulf.
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Duc o the strike the prices
of dafly necessities arc soaring
high and it is alrcady very

difficult for r persons lo
make bolth ends meel,

Let there be a reconcilia-
ton. Governmenl should not
sit on Lhe fence bul come
forward and inlervene,

M A Momen
Gulbagh, Dhaka.

Juri-Fhooltullah Road
Sir, The Juri-Phooltullah

road in Kulaura upazila of
Moulvibazar district is poss
one of the worst roads of Lhe
R&H Department. In rainy
scason water inundates some
parts of the road and commu-

representing a quarter of all
expenses.

Mr Watanabe hoped that the
House of Councillors will pass
the Peacckeeping Operations
Bill so that Japan's Sell-
Defence Forces can join the
UN Peacckeeping Forces cur-

rently composed of 8] coun-
tries

He said he was proud to an-
nounce that despite financial
difficultics, Japan increased its
ODA by 7.8 per cent from the
previous fiscal year to US8$7.6
billion in 1992. General ex-
penditure increased by an av-
erage of only 2.7 per cent and
the defence budget increased
only 3.8 per cent.

“l wish to exercise Japan's
lcadership in fighting nar-

cotics and in helping refugees
by providing both Anancial and
personnel contribution.” he
said.
The Foreign Minister. how-
cver. was |ess ¢ nt on the
matter of compensation for
Korean comiort women. Until
the end of the war, some
100,000 to 200,000 Korean
women were drafted by the
Japanese Army to entertain

The Ja sc government
had such a crime until
military documents on re-
cruitment were found in an
archive of the Self-Defence
Forces.

The Korean government
demanded the official investi-
gation on the occasion of Japa-
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mication remains totally
disrupted for weeks. Out of a
total 17 km, 6 km stretch is in
real bad shape. The deplorable
condition of the road was
highlighted in natfonal dailies
‘'oNn many occasions and it was
hoped that some good work
would be done in this dry
scason but till to-date no sign
is there.

Five tea eslates are to use
this road besides the forest
with its huge reserves — all of
which very naturally bears a
significance in the national
economy. Only due to the poor
condition of the road tca
industries of this end have
been incurring a huge loss
every year. | would request the
concerned R&H authority
through your esteemed daily 1o
take up a proper maintenance
step for the road considering
the ongoing losses to the Tea
industry as well as forestry.

M Samad Chowdhury,
Assistant .
Phooltullah Tea Estate,
Moulvibazar.

nese Prime Minister Kiichi
Miyazawa's visit to Seoul in
January. Three “"comfort™ wo-
men have filed a suit against
the Japanese government
secking official apology and
compensation of 20 million
yen each.

But while expressing deep
sympathy for war victims, Mr
Watanabe confirmed the gov-
crnment stand that all com-
pensation tlaims have becn
seitled by the Japan-Korea
Treaty.

A number of scholars and
businessmen think otherwise.
Nobuya Hagura adviser of the
Dai- ichi Bank and vice-
chairman of the Japan-Korea
Economic Council, told Depth-
news that so-called Korean
"comfort” women should be
given a pension of no less than
that paid to disabled war
veterans,

Japan should pay as quickly
as possible what it owes to
people in Asia, said [sao

Nakauchi, chairman and presi-

e ——————— e o

Sir, As an ordinary citizen
of the country, | have bcen
raking my brain over a
questiion whether the 'State’
precedes ‘Government' or the
reverse is the right order. This
| am asking mysell for a valid
and particular reason which is
intriguing as well. As we all
know, the Head of Statc is the
symbol of sovereign statchood,
and the President of Bangla-
desh, by virtue of his unique
status, holds the scat of the
Head of State. It s again he —
the President — who admin-
isters the oath of office to the
Prime Minister in a Parlame-
ntary democracy like ours.
Here, it is nol the presi-
dential that matter. It
is rather the President's role
as the custodian of our national
conslilution that s more

L

Nolwithstanding himself
being a titular Head, the
protocol and also national

stige demands that the

ident as the llead of State

Oﬂ:hrofm gcts  precedence in  very
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su , particularly in all the
z la — electronic or print.

To my ulier surprise | find the
culllﬂn ol the President has

en reduced in all these
arcas. This is ridiculous and |
consider It as a blatant
encroachmenl on the univ-
crsally acknowledged prin-
ciples that guide fixation of the
order of precedenee in
parlfamentary democracy. The
example of our ncighbouring
India can be ciled as a pointer,

| hope thal the Minister for
Information or for that maticr,
the Government will give this
aspecl a scrious consideration.

K A Ahmed
Shantinagar, Dhaka.

Meghaloy coal

Sir, It s wonder to know,
from the media, that
coal pollutes the environment
in many . Meghaloy coal
contains percentage of
sulphur fe. 1.79% to 2. 40%
than the other coals like

dent of the Daiei chain of su-
permarkets.

“The ODA is for the benefit
of Japanese business and the
elite class of recipient coun-
tries. It will not reach grass-

roots e (who were vic-

Ms Aiko Utsumi, associate
professor of Keisen Women's
College, also thinks it is the
Japanese government's obliga-
tion to fully compensate World
War [l victims and to officially
apologise for its past misdeeds.
Otherwise, Japan's global con-
tribution will no
trusted, she says.

Mr Watanabe, the most
likely successor of the

minister, has been know
among J war widows
and the busfness community as

the most sympathetic and dy-
namic statesman with his
campaign motto "Decide and
Act”. But he faces serious chal-
lenges from Asia in 1992,

— Depthnews Asia

Bhutan coal which contains -

66% and Raniganj coal which
contains 79%. The air in the
atmosphere and environment
is already too much polluted.
Burning of coal with highest
percentage of sulphur as in the
case of Megha coal will
cause dangerous environmen-
tal problem. Some importers
are importing Meghaloy coal
through the Burimari check-
post and Chilmari river route
violating the decision of the
Department of Environment. |
hope every conscious citizen
will rise to the oceasion to
Emuu the import, sale and
urning of such coal lr\

i Bangladesh,

| appeal to the Ministry of
Commerce, Ministry of
Environment, Nattonal Board
of Revenue, Chiefl Controller of
import and Export and the
Inspector General of Police to

take action to stop import. sale
and burning of Meghaloy coal
in Hangladesh.

Shah Md. Akbaor
Jagannath Shaha Road. Dhalea.



