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PM will address
Feb 16 meeting

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia. who 18 also the
clldrpcrnn of BNP. will ad-

a public meeting organ-
iscd by Sutrapur and Kotwali

thana units of city BNP on
February 16 at 3 pm ail
I"holaikhal square. reports
1958,

Foreign loans

The present government
has received 449 million dollar
in loans during April
December 1991, Finanee
Minister Saifur Rahman in
formed parllament Wednesday.
In a writicn answer o Sardar
Shakhwat Hossalin Bakul (I3NP)
during question hour. the
Finance Minister said
amount in local currency
comes o Th 1,684 crore. re-

ports UNB.

Tk 59 cr house
building loans

Siate Ministcr for Finamne
Rahman told the par-
limment Wednesday that a sum
of Taka 58.76.12.000 was
sanctioncd by the nattonalised
banks as housc butlding loans
during 1990-91 financial ycar.
In reply to a written question
from Haji Rashed Mosharraf
(AL-Jamalpur). the Stai
Minister sald during the sanx
Grameen Bank sanc
tioned Taka 31.53.24.000 as
rural house building loan, re-
poris BSS.

Shantibahini
man killed

RANGAMATI, Feb 12 : O
tribal terrorist was killed und
three others were arrested in
an exchange of fire between
security forces and insurgsni -
al Hun:rara in Nanferchar
:cdh the district today.

dead was identificd as
Rebatt Mohan Chakma (28) of

the Upaxila. reports UNB.

68 held in city

Met ‘ Police during the
h':* : Jwurs arrested 68
rom different s ol
the on rh:;:ﬂn of
varfous . reporis 1SS,
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|
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‘Hectic parley to end

transport strike

A heetie negotiation was on

between the government and
the t owners Wed-

nesday o end a fwe
transport sirike -:m.':ﬁ

country.
Leaders of the Bangladesh
Road Association

Wednesday night sat for a

By Staff Correspondent

fnal' round of talks with the
government o hrcak the
stalemate. Talks focuscd on

oWnNeTs.
The mecting between the
Stale Ministler lor

Conumani stton Facbor Rashves

and the central kaders of 1he
Bangladesh Road Transpor
M Iﬂrm plat -
m. began at 9-15 pm
conuinucd tf tthu*hnlud“
Hoad Transport

Authority Chalrman H Zaman

See Page 12 Col |

Supporters of the Jammu and Kashmir Liberation Frunt tJI’\LFI dofym: curfew,
demonstrating Tuesday in northern Kn‘mmlr

Myanmar recalls retired

Myanmar is recalling re
tired soldicrs 1o duty to tackle
anti-government afiitation. ac
cording 0 somc Rohingya
refugees - who have fled 1o
Bangladesh.

The refugees at Teknal said
Wednesday that Myanmars
milftary government is mising
a special force comprising re-
tired army personnel to help
regular soldicrs and police
crush the pro-democracy
muacment.

Rohingya Muslim reflugees
arc flecing mainly from Ara-
kan. home to 3 million people.

More than 90.000 Rohin-

as have fled their homes and
ritle rice ficlds to escape

alleged ill-treatnwent by Myan-
NEHS miltl.n} Junta.
Myanmar, the new nunwe of

Burma. has also deployed ot

soldiers to tackle unrest

By Staff Correspondent

least 55.000 troops along its
| 75-mile fronticr with llung-
kacdewh.

The refugees sald that the
anthorities in Maungdwe and
Kyun . an iskwnd town, have
banncd English films for local
cinecma houses and public
video centres,

“The military government
thinks that forcign films arc
inaspiring the loral people to
resort o anti-state activitics.”
sakd a Rohingya farmer. onc of
about 1000 refugees who ar:
rived at Teknal on Wednesday.

On Tuesday 72 Bangladoshi
crew reached Chittagong along
with their three trawlers leav-
ing a Bangladesh-Myanmar

joint venture fishing project
According to the crew the
Myanmar side of the joint

venture staried misbechaving

— AFP photo

with them sigec
a4 Burmese patrol killed a BDR
jawan and a civilan In an ul-
tack on a BDR outpost at
Rejuparn of Bandarban district.
They alleged that Myanmar
authorities at Kyan Pyu island,
the base of the joint venture
t. resiric their move-
ments and ofien preveniced
them from going 1o mosques.

The 6-trawlcr joint venture
project that startcd in 1990
for a seven-ycar lerm. was
schoeduled o be expanded this
year o a 20-trawlcr venture
for fishing along the Arakan
ooast.

Under the terms the entire
catch was o be cxported to
countries other than Myanmar
and Bangladesh.

Most ol Kyan Pyu's 1.5 lakh
reside nla- arc Muslims.

BTMC incurs loss of
Tk 219.74 cr since "72

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Texitle Mills
Corpuration (IFTMC) ncurned a
total koss of Taka 219.74 erore
from July 19?2 to June 30.
1991.

Thix wus :l’h-ckmt:d in a re-
pert ol the Parllamentary
Standing Commitice on Public
Acrounts placed in the Jatiya
Sangsad yesterday.

The 15 member Publie
Actounts Commitice hcaded
by | K Siddiki while bricfing
newsmen in the Sangsad later,
however, said that the losses
have substantially come down
over the last two months.

The Public Accounts
Committee recgived commer-
cial audit reports of 17 min
istrics up to 1984-85 [iscal
year, Meanwhile, the commit-
tee has examined the repont
on the Texttle Ministry.

The Commitice found six

indamental reasons behind
the enormous loss in cight
particular mills of the country.

The causes of the loss, act
cording 0o the Commitice re-
port, include. luck of proper
market study before fixation of
the target of commodity pro-
duction. non-recovery of out-
stunding dues, salc of yarn
with high discount. stockpiling
of products due (o lack of
quality of the commodity and
low price, increased estab-
lishment cost due to delay in
constructions. unfriendly rcla-
tions between the workers and
the management and shortage
of wurking caplial cic.

The Public  Accounts
Commfliee virtually worked
jointly with the Standing
Commillee on the Textile
Mills Corporation and they. in
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100 houses gutted
in two fire
incidents

Two scparute [fire incidents
in the city yesterday burnt
about 100 tin" shed kuicha
houses and made more than
500 people homeless In

and Kathalbagan arcas.

reports UNIL.

Fire brigade sources sakl 40
o 50 big tin shoed structures
on the Sonargaon road al
Kalabugan were burnt into
ashes. About 200 peoplc uscd
to live there.

The fire which originated
from a match factory. quickly
engulfed the adjoining kutcha
houses at about 5. 15 pm.

Another fire Incident nocur
Scction-10. Mirpur gutted
about 50 kutcha houses of a
slum and six other shops al
around 11.50 am. It reportedly

originated from a shop which

was u:llln# petroleum prod-
ucts “lliegally”. police sources
said.

and
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'Call off strike
or face legal

action’

Government  Wednesday
urged road Lrenspe

atcly saying that people of all
nz- of e overall develop-
meni activities of the country.

transport owners as well as
workers are being aflfected duc

o their strike. reports BSS,
Otherwise. the government
will be lied 10 take legal

MeCasures
which will have 0 be borne by

ﬁmﬂmf'ﬂﬂ:ﬂHt

P-'Il c-uu

M owners
o call off their strike fmmoedi -

responsibility of

The Baily Star

SHABAN 8,

Dhaka University ca
was rocked with gunshots
when supporiers of two rival
student groups triggered au-
tomatic weapons Wednesday

bt . UNB.
Activisis of Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal and Chh-lrl

League (S-A) alicgedly opencd

fire from Mohsin. Suryasen.

Jagannath. Jasimuddin and
wrul Hag halls.

CHINARI (Pakistan). Feb 12:
Pakisian sceurity forecs ar
resied a Kashminn miliamt
kader and 100 of his dichard
supporters alter up o 12 pro-
ple were killcd in  clashes
rying to march 1o the

The -J.-mmm aid Kashmir

eader. Amanullah Khan and
several of his cdoscul aides
were snatched by the army
aflter 'H"ll'lﬂ H'lhl'l".l'h'll‘ freaam
sl aetvists w i st bougthi
thetr way 0 the border,

There was no immodiate
confirmation ol the arresis

halt the JKLF march which s
support of a Muslim upris-

|

smashing their way

ffour miles) from the Indian-
defended ccasefire line. the
JKLF said that Amamullah Khan

By Mahﬁl.t Ullah

A good nows for clevision
waichers but a bad (7} onc for
the silver screen idols.

Subama. Faridi. Shamd Kai-
ser, Bipasha Hayat. MacGyver
and the likes are going 1o losc
thetr monopoly over the magc
box. They arc going o have
ncw competitors. And they arc
no less than the mrnﬂrrh ol
the Jatlya Sang~ad.

The
mance of the MPs on ek
sfon camc up for a Ihely but
humourous reference in the

Sangsad yesterday. Grey haired

veteran of Awami Lecaguc

Mohhiddin Ahnwed sought clar-

ification about a memo he re-

crived carlier from the Deputy

Leader of the House Profl
Scc Page 12 Col )

Liberation From DKLE) sald its

Pakistant officials had vowed 10

a police barricr six km

question of perfor”

1412 HIJRI

and 300 of his most dchard
had reachcd the
village of Chakoti,
They sald 12 had
died in a series of the sinee
scveral thousand JEKLF activisis
set oul from Chinari in the
moprning o march 10 km (six
miles) with the inmtention of
storming across the heavily
delended lne into  [ndian
Kashmir
Ldos boim condirmed ol east
four deand and sald they ex-
po bod the? casualty 1ol 10 rine.

ihey saxl pulice shot dewd
al least three ple st a
bridge oulside C where

security forces made their irst
serfous attemp! lo hall the
march that left the Azad (frec)
Kashmir captial Muzaflaranbad
on Tucsday .

"We will continue owur
march and no power on earth
can us from that." 57-

yearold Khan said afler his
activists forced security forves
o withdraw from the bridge.

!n-nmy forees fired tn the
air 1o dinperse the crowds. po-
hce sald. There was no imme-
dinte word of any civilan ea-

Pakistant Prime Minisier

By Mahfuz Anam

It s curious as W wn
clected government b
so hesitant about gouing o s
clectorale when it s being o
unreasonably pressured o im-
plement secltarian interest,
quite clearly at the cost of the
national. As there is really no
means available to the gov-
ernment lo provide what is
being asked for the hesitancy
can be scil-defcating.

Whenever there is agilation
or strike by some group. the
governmenl goes In for secret
negotliations and then waves
the so-called compromise un-
derstanding reached — com-
promise being mostly by the

government — as an ¢
of .its political acumen and
dexterity cntatling a big

bill for the national ¢ !
Remcecmber the Pay
Commisston. It came at a cost

of over Tk 400 erore, not pro-
vided for in the budg.
The barricade by the jule
and textile workers — result-
in the infringement of

is of citizens over the
OOI.II?. not o speak of the
loss of national property when
railway lines were uprooted
and public transport set fire w0
— brought about another
'ﬂﬂm’hu: mmpm that
5. Whith. 'we Naw' e
pdlty lch we hlﬂ: been
told, Mes at the very core of

wmmm

cconomic philosophy.

These and other responses
by the govermment — g@iving-in
to the demands ol secondary
school students to scrap exam-
ination reformm moves. which
to us scemed
have given a totally misleading

See Page 12 Col 7

.l

Fire guttod ahuut 50 hﬂl.]hl*!h in Knnthﬂl Bugnn area in the city ymrday.
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—Star photo

Expert group re-examining terms of KAFCO deal

A government expert group
Is re cxamining certain terms
ol the KAFCO deal 10 make #
acceplable W the governmeni
as well as the foreign share-
holders., offictal sources safd
Wednesday, reporis UNB,

The group of experts drawn
from the Ministries of Finance
and Law is due 10 finulise it
report for submisston to the
Prime Minister carly next
week.

Sources salid Prime Mints-
ler Begum Khaleda Zia had
direcied the offictals on-
cerned 10 examine the dis

puted terms of the KAFCO deaul
and evolve suitable alternutives
acceptable w0 both sides.

The move from the highoest
authority of the government
came apparently aflier the

Japanese government recently
indicated to link s future as-

sistance. including lunding of
Jamuna Bridge . 10 the
implementation of the KAFCO

profeet.

A four-member spectal cab-
Inct sub-commitice had carlicr
examined the KAFCO deal -
nalised in 1990 at the fag cnd
of Ershad regime and found

against the interest of the na
tion.

Prices of gas and its pay

ment modality are in the cen -

tre of the row between the
rnmment and the forcign

sharcholders. particularly the
Japancse investors who luve a

major stake in the projeet.

Japanese sharcholders are
pressing for the supply of gas
at 75 cents per thousand cubic
leet (MCF) as per the original
deal infualled In 1982, But the
sz:emmrnt refuses W accepl

ce saying it is less than

50 per cent of the mininmim
cconomic price of gas In the
current market.

According to World Bank
estimates, the current eco-
nomic price of gas should be
1.70 US dollar per MCF,

While in prodiaction. KAFCO
(Karnaphull Fertilizer Com-
pany) will require 65 million
MCF of gas cveryday forcing
the Bangladesh Gas System
Liémited (BGSL) to incur losses
of at lcast Tk 100 crore a year
il rales remain at 75 cenis per
MCF.

Sources sald Japancse

sharcholders have recently
agreed to increase the gas
price al | dollar per MCF but
stuck o their position on de-
ferred payment for gas aflicr

three and a half years.

According 1o a position pa-
't on KAFCO deal, prepared
the government in Novem-
ber last for somw foretgn
misstons, deferred payment
for gas would result tn the
collupsc ol the BGSL which s
alrcady incurring heavy losses.
BGSL incurred a loss of
about Tk 18 crort last fiscal

year (1990-91). the sources
L™ R

The position paper said,
"KAFCO will bring foreign in-
vestment butl does not serve
the interest of Bangladesh’ ...
it is a risky project unless

some of is terms are restric-
tured.”

The government. however,
is trying to retain the project
making its terms acceptable
through bargaining with
shareholders. '

Bangladesh holds only 30

r cvill share of the 456 mil-

US dollar profect.
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(Gunshots rock
DU campus

quite scnsible — |

| l:lillllll‘l\\'!l LO)

Shaheed Day

Star Report

By all accounts, the Fast
Pakistan Communist Party
through s cadres in the Jube

lyouth) League. had berone a
major player in the Language
Movement by 1982, PBut. be
tween 1947 and 1961, the
party in East Bengal was faced
with virtoal collapgsc

The party's lsbour fromt or-
ganisations ceased o funcuon
as credible bodies by 1950 as @

result of clashes with non-

communist unions: s peasant
organisations alsoe mct the
same fate. while its attempt al
bullding a non-communal stu-
dent body. the Student
Federation, did not meet with
any success efther

Taking advantage of Lhe po-
ical climate existing in the
inte 19408, which whas heavily
bisased t secular and so-
cimlist politics, the Musiim
League governmen! comcen-
trated on using all us repres-
sive powers o wipe oul the
COMMIInNIsts

In one of the most brnal
acts of political murder In
subcentinental history. seven
communist poliiit al prisomncrs
were shol desd and 31 injured
inside one cell by prison
r‘ﬁ at Ragshwby Jusl on Apnil

19860,

One of the seven dead was a
young student from Khulne
named Anwar Hossain. who
had his skull spsshed by a bul
let, This strocity by the state
aroused ligtle reaction among
the people. Two years laler on
Feb 2)1. 1982, another student.
named Salahuddin. also had
his brains blown out by police
bullcts. The reaction this e
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15,292 cases
against loan
takers filed

By Staff Correspondent

Aarhuries have so far filod
15.292 cases in the commer
clal courts against the defaul -
ers whose oulstanding oans of
Taka 797.59 crore lie with the
commercial banks and the
Development Financing
Institutions (DF1s).

Stuting this in the Jatiya
Sangsad (parllament] Wed-
nesday, the State Minister for
Finance Mujibur Rahman also
lold the House that of the
cascs, 13.241 were now updor
trial.

Replying 1o a question by
Kazi Abdur Rashid of the
Awami League. the State
Minisicr further said that with
a view to realising the loans
the Bangladesh Bank had ex-
empted 30 per cent to 75 per
cent of general interests and
100 per cent of penalty inter-
ests lor the defaulters.

Responding to a Treasu
Bench member ATM Alanlﬁrlz

Sce Page 12 Col 2

- Milon nutrderéast
3 more witnesses
declared hostile

By Staff Correspondent

The prosecution side in Dr
Shamsul Alam Khan Milon
murder case Wednesday de-
clared three more witnesscs
hostile in the Court of the
Second Additional Sessions
Judge, Dhaka.

The Public Prosecutor (PP)
also prayed for adjournment of
the trial for one month yester-
day, but the Additional Se-
ssfons Judge. M lsmail Mia, *
rejecled the petition.

In the petition. PP Abdur
Razzak I'Ehan said. since four of
the 14 accused have been ab-
sconding. the witnesses could
nol be free 10 make statement.
He declared them hostile and
poinied out that it was ham-
pering the trial.

The other witnesses de-
clared hostile yesterday were
Yusul, Abdul Jalil and Golam
Mostala,

Teachers' grand

rally postponed

By DU Correspondent

The teachers’., employees
E-nd rally scheduled w be

M on 16th February has
been postponed due to the
transport sirtke.

It was’ announced at a
meeting of the Cemtral Liaison
Committee in the Teachers
Movement [CLCTM) Wednes-
e B Ry

in the chair.

The fresh date will be an-
nounced today.

However the CLCTM lead-
ers sald that the strike of the




