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Dianapays | Dr Milon murder:

Minister, the Speaker,
Leader of the Opposition and
the Home Minister to ‘officially
praise’ them of their pro-
.;'Il'l'll'ltl in a couple of days.

According to the schedule
to be made public today, the
throws an open invita-
tion to all the political parties,
socfo-cultural organisations
-nd various professional groups

exchanging vicws on the Is-

sue on February '14 at the JSD
office.

"Varfous non-political bod-
fes have taken up

. but the political are
yet to come up with an effec
tive plan of action.” says a se-
nior alliance leader.

"Our goal is to gear up g
on campaign nst
mﬂ?iugzrlthn forces by mobil-
ising all the partics con-
cerned”, the leader told The
Daily Star. "February is the
month of struggle . . . we want
to exploit that spirit.”

“We'll ask for a ban on any
sort of political activity in
mosques, temples and other

that concern religion,”
Hasanul Huq Inu, the General
Secretary of his faction of JSD

i1

says.

“It's very disheartening that
the major op tion ly
Awami League m‘mt uﬁl a
comprehensive programme
even alter one month of Golam
Azam's eclection as Jamaat
chicl,” says |lasanul Haq Inu.

"Since there is no law In
the country to try war crimi-
nals we are asking for his
ouster,” Inu told the Star when
asked his alliance will not
demand Azam's trial. "But
we'll deal with this gquestion
later,” Inu said.

The programmes thal fol-
low include a workcers' gather-
ing on February 15, ralltes,
processions and meelings
throughout the country on
February 16, 17 and 18. On
February 20; the last day of the
serics of programmes, a
Shanghati Michhil (procession

for scolidarity)] has been
planned.

"The BNP, for obvious rea-
sons, has preferred to keep
mum ., . . bul Shetkh liasina
hasn't said a word for a united
action”, says another leader.

The PDF that groups four
left-leaning parties is learnt lo
have declined to move jointly.
Five-party leaders are Lrying to
persuade the Front leaders for
at least a simultancous action
programme, according o
SOurces.

The next phase of the ac-
tion programme will be an-
nounced after February 20, the
alliance sources said.

===

- Corruption case

Fresh date for framing
charge against Ershad

Former president Hussain
Mohammad Ershad who faces
three more cerruption cases
appeared before the special
court Tuesday but framing of
charges was deferred, reports
UNB.

Spectal Judge ATM Fazle
Kabir set February 25 for fram-

ing charge against Ershad who
was accused of illegally giving
49 residential plnl.li,‘ln the
city’s posh arcas of Guishan,
Baridhara and Banani W his
favourites. The other accused
in the case, former chairman
of RAJUK Rahmatullah, failed
lo appear in the court Tuesday.

The court adjourned the
proceedings on request of the
prosecution counsel Abdur
Razzak Khan.

Charges could not be
framed in another corruption
case as co-accused Maudud
Ahmed abstained [from the
court by a petition. An MP,
Maudud enjoys this privilege
when Parliament is in session.

They were accused of flle-

gally allotting at lhmw -away
price a commercial ndju

cent to PG Hospi

struction of an inl::rmliunlll
hotel, thus sustaining a sub-
stantial loss to the govern-

ment.
Senfor Special Judge
Nasiruddin Ahmed aller

hearing Lthe proscoution coun-
sel adjourned the court till
26.

Before the courl rosc for
the day, a defence counscl
pleaded that Abul Khair Litu,
co-accused in the case, be re-
licved from the case for
charges brought against him
were nol tenable.

Hearing in the other cor-
ruption case (bungling in the
purchase of ATP plancs) aga-
inst Ershad is sel for March 8.

The deposed president has
already been convicled in two
cases and senicnced to ten
tlc:l three years in jail for

ping (illegal arms and
amassing wealth beyond

known sources of his income.
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to Taj

AGRA, Feb 11: Princess
Diana of Britain on Tucsday
toured Lhis ancient city where
more than 380 years ago a
heartbroken emperor buill
mankind's most magnificent
structure to love, the Taf
Mahal, reports AP,

The Princess of Wales sal
alonc on the lawn, entranced
before the white-marble mon-
ument built by Emperor Shah
Jahan in me of his wile
Mumtaz Mahal died while
@iving birth to his 14th child.

Jusl [ascinating. It was a
very healing expcrience,” she
said afler her 45-minule lour
of the Taj.

“Weork it oul yoursell.” she
salid when a British reporicr
asked her what she meant by
“healing expcrience.”

Diana, wile of Britain's
crown prince, Charles, visited
the tomb alone. Charles, who

visited Lhe during his 1980
visit, sla in New Delhi
Tuesday.

Diana also vistied the Red
Fort where Shah Jahan was
imprisoned until his death al-
ter being overthrown in a coup
by his son Aurangreb. The fort
provides a clear view of the
monumcnl in which Mumiaz
Mahal and later Shah Jahan
were buried.

Diana and Charles arrived in
New Delhi on on a six-
day visit that will take them
through India, a former Diritish

that was once called the

jewel in the crown.

Corruptidn by 12
BSC officials
alleged

By Staff Correspondent

Complaints of corruption
and misuse of power have been
raised against 2 former and
present oflicials of the Ban-

ladesh Shipping Corporation

for causing a loss of Tk
30.05 crores to the govern-
ment.

This was disclosed by the
Minister for shipping Harun-

al-Rashid in reply o a question
in Parliament Tuesday.

The BSC officials against
whom complaints have been
raised are Tartk Anis Ahmed,

| former Managing Director, N

W Khandker, present Mana-
ging Director, F T Rahman,
Executive [Director (Tech-
nical), Maliul Alam Choudhury,
former Executive Director
(Business) and Abul Kashem,
regional representative in
n.

Separate complaints gf cor-
ruption and misuse ol power
against nine officials, including
the former and present
Managing Directors, have been
raised in connection with the
sale of the BSC ship M V

The officials against whom
complaints have been raised

1include Ahmed Shahriar

Choudhury, former Executive
Director (Business), K A Chou-
dhury, Secretary, M Zohirul
Alam, General (Acco-
unts), Mohsin Bhuiyan, General
Manager [Cost Control), M
Sakhawat Hossain, Assistant

General Hamg:r (Insurance
and Claims), M Shahidul Alam,

Assistanlt General Manager
[Cost Controlf and M A Majid,
former acting General Manager
(Ship repain).

From Page | Col 4
busy enhancing their remuner-
ation.” Addressing the speaker
Hafiz said L we expecl you
to do is to protect our status,

rights and privile
Major |lafix, r. as-
that the remuneration
of an MP must be higher than
that ol a Secretary, even il 1t
was by Taka one,

The MPs of both the
Treasury bench and the
Opposition supported |lafiz by
thumping the tables.

Tolacl Ahmed, a member of
the standing commitlee on the
bill who pul a note of dissent
on the amount of pension
money earlier, accused the
government of 'playing with
the prestige and ll‘.lllll of the
MPs.’

He said, ‘even I.hc autocralic
regime of General Ershad did
not dare degrade the status of
the MPs the way the present

mmenl has attempted to.

"Indian MPs enjoy full-fur-
nished flats to live with their
family members in the capital
and an officé with a stenogra-
pher in their respectlive con-
stituencics and a monthly pen-
sion of Taka 500 after the cx-
piry of their tenure but all we
wanled, along with other
things proposed by the gov-
ernmenl, is a pension of taka
one thousand,” Tolael said re-
ferring ta Law Minister's com-
parisons with the neighbouring
countrics,

He regretted that the refer-
ence to India had not been
made while the [House passed
the bills relating Lo the privi-
lege and remuneration el the
President, the Prime Minister,
Ministers ol State the Speaker
and Deputy Speaker.

The MPs arc nol herc in
parliament to increase their
remunecration, said Tolacl, but

they want (o see Lheir rights

' Law Minister

upheld and prestige ensured.
He declined 10 ht member of a

new commiliee proposed by
the Law Minister 10 revise the

present bill.
Suranjit Sengupta of
Ganotantri Party also argbed in

the same vein and stressed for
the need of enhancing their
remuncration.

Awami League leader Abdur
Razrzak and Mohammad Nasim

also spoke and argued for en-
suring the rights and privi-
leges of the MP’s in a ung

manner’.
Sources close to the BNP

nlary party say as the
was notl discussed in the

parliamentary party the mem-
bers were in dark and they had

no idea about the proposed
privileges.

Members, while claiming

proper status as clected repre-
scntatives, also wanted betler
material benefils commensu-

rale with the Order of
Precedence, the sources
added.

When asked to comment,
Suranjit Sengupta termed the
action by Treasury benchers as
‘a disorganised move and
added ‘this reflects the party's
failure o control the mem-
bers.

Rashed Khan Mcnon, when
conlacted, told The Daily Star
that the MPs do really need
material bencfits to lcad an
honest ltfe.

Tolacl Ahmed of Awami
League, expressing disgust,
said 1i was now a matter ol the
ruling party and they had noth-
ing to do with it

BNP sources further say a
meeting of the Enrliamcnl.nry
party Irlll be held in a day or
two (o fron out the differences
and the members will be dis-
ciplined before the bill comes
up for consideration on Sunday
nexl.

Prosecution fails to
produce witness

By Staff Correspondent

The tion in the Dr
Milon murder case Tuesday
falled 10 produce any witness
in the court of the Second
Additional Scssions Judge,
Dhala.

The wilncsses ordered 1o
be in the courl yes-

were Mohammad Yusuf,
Al Kaisar Tiklu and Abu llena
Mostala Kamal.

Dr Mostaq llossain, plaintifl
in the case, was abseni for the
fourth consecutive day yesicr-
day at the trial.

When the 10 accused in
the Dr Milon murder case
were produced in the Cowurt,
the Second Additional
Sessions Judge M lsmail Mia
began the trjal al about 1]:10
am bul as the witnesses were
absent, APP Mahbub Ahmed ol
the prosecution plcaded for
time.

Dr Milon was shol dead by
miscreanis during Lthe- mass
upsu against the aulocratic
Bnl: regime on November
27, 1990.

Gallery

From Page 1 Col 5
duty -free car.
the reaction of the

members the Speaker com-
mented 1 see even the Deputy
Leader of the House thumping
the table. | have no alternative
but to give clearance.’

Nevertheless, he did not
give instant clearance and
added that the matier has
been referred o the Standi
Commitiee on Privileges. A
the commitiee will soon give
its decision.

be termed 'gilt of the
Parlfament to the JP. We in-
troduced the system in 1988

member Manirul Huq Chow-
dhury commented “Sir it's a

despotic car. |

The usage of the word gill
by Moudud was not understlood
by all in its proper perspeciive.
The Speaker then quipped
"They (mecaning JP) have given
many gifts to the country and |
use the word gilt in an in-
vericd comma.”

' recruil volunleers

The Midnight File

Cresson faces fourth

censure motion
PARIS, Feb |1 1. Parllament opened dcbate Tucasday on a no-
confidence motion censuring the government for granting
entry to a Palestinian terrorist, but the measure was notl ex-

to pass. The measure, if approved,

would force

Premier Edith Cresson and her government to resign. It is
the fourth censuse motion the government has faced in less

than a year, reports AP.

Mandela a clear choice

JOHANNESBURG, Feb 11:

Nelson Mandela, who was re-

lcased from prison two years ago Tuesday, is the clear choice

for the nation’s next leader, according to a

poll.

newly released

But the poll also showed that blacks, who greeted

Mandela’'s release with euphoria, are growing pessimistic

about_their future, reports UNB.

' Shaheed Day

From page | Col 8
30, 1952, In protcsi against
Pakistan Prime Minister
Khwaja Nazimuddin's state-
ment four days earlier that
Urdu would be the only state
language of Pakistan.

Organisational activitics
H.lﬂ:d ukwhﬂt all over

the participa-
tion of members of the general
public — as distinct from stu-
dents or the intelligentsia —
was highly noticeable.

Stale Language Actlion
Commitiees sprang up in dis-
tricts up and down the coun-
iry. g@iving the movement a
truly national and popular di-

mension as it Inex-
orably towards climax of
February 2).

Along the way, the East
Pakistan Jubo League, which
was playing an increasingly
prominenl role as Lhe move-

ment moved out of the debal -
ing phase and into the action
phase, organised province:-
wide “Flag Days” on Feb 1| and
13, 1962 to eollcet money and
and sup-
porters lor the scheduled har-
tal of Feb 21,

Although the Flag I)ny drhu
in Dhaka and Na ngang
cording o lelrnj.:l
ceed In raising a great dt'.'nl u{
moncy, i nevertheless man-
aged o atiract a number of
new ‘workers o the ranks ol
the Jube League and the
Language MovementL

Many ol Lthe JL leaders and
workers were In f(act also
members of the Communist
Party which worked from un-
derground or behind-Lhe-
scenes at the time. The role
the Jubo League took up, ac-
cording (o Umar, was in many
ways detcrmined by the party,
and in particular by a circular
fssued by #t on Feb 11, 1952,

The circular outlined the
party’'s position, in which il
stressed on the Importance of
eonducting the movemen( on a
peaceful basis. For the
Communist Party, the language
movemenl was not about the

democratic rights eof 1Lhe
Bengalees only, but it also in-
volved the rights ¢of other

peoples of Pakistan such as the
Pathans, Sindhis. Beluchis, and

Punjabls. "Equal status for all
languages of Pakistan”, was the
party’'s main slogan.

“In order to builld-up =a
powerful, widespread people's
movemeni, we have o move
forward with a correct pro-
gramme,” the party circular of
Feb 1] saild :

Bangla Acadcemy will organ-
ise a discussion mocting oday
(Wednesday) at 4:30 pm at the
Academy compound on "Co-
mmon errors in using Dengali

: Ways of correction.”

Mohammad Maniru-
rzaman will ﬂesﬂc over Lhe
meeting while the keynote
paper will be pumd by
Prof Mahbubul |lug,.

Dr Manzusree Chowdhury,
Dr Hayat Mahmud and Sham-
suzzaman will participate In
the discussion,

The discussion meeting will
be followed by a musical pro-
gramme and recilation of

Modern Bengall Poctry. ~

PM : Sanitation

LORD Minisier DBarrister
Abdus Salum Talukder, spenk-
on the occasion, said the

ris of the government o
provide "Sale waler and sanita-
tion by the year 2000" will
continue. '

Health and Family Planning
Minister Chowdhury Kamal
Ibne Yusul tcrmed the sanita-
tion issuc as a “silent tmﬂ
gency” and laid
prevgnlive siralegics Lo :hnch
diarrhocal discascs. '

The UNICEF Re lative
in Bangladesh Cole P Dodge in-
formed that less than 10 per
cent of the population In the
country used hygienic latrines
and everyday 28,000 tons of
human facces are deposited in
the envifonmenl contaminat-
ing the walcr of pondl and
rivers.

The inaugural session was
followed by a seminar where
experis presented papers onm
sanitation in controlling diar-
rhocal deaths and morbidity,

especially among children.

Transport strike

From Page 1 Col 7 °
A city fuel station owner
said that he recetved 1000 gal-
lons of fuel that was exhausted
by noon Tueésday because of

buying.

Meanwhile, the lcaders of
the striking transport owners
said that a 17-member com-
mittee has been formed to ne-
gotiate a "honourable solution”
with the ment.

They resented police action
on the owners and ‘workers in
dlt'l;ern:nt parts of the coun
including Narayanganj, F
pur and Kallakoir. ’

"Such actions would hinder
the possibility of a negotia-

" sald a senfor leader of

the Association, the owners’

platform.

A press release of the
Bangladesh Road Transport
Association Tuesday termed
the government slatement tn
Parliament "An altempl Lo
mislead pcople bypassing Lhe
main problem.”

Communications Minister
Colonel (Retd) Ofl Ahmed told
the Jatiya Sangsad Monday that
all but one of the 19 demands
of the lransport owners had
been settled much before the
strike began.

The press release said Lhat
the government neither made
ll'r{ public announcement nor
published a gazctte notification
on the demands’ being met

The government did not
stop collection of bridge tolls
from the road transports, no
reduction in duly. on spare
parts was made and Lhe ha-

rassment in the name of requi-
sition continued, the press re-
lease added.

Another rcport says,
Transporl owners, reacling to
a speculated move lo cancel
roule permits of their vchicles
Tucsday vowed lo coftinue
their countrywide sirike until
fuel price was reduced.,

"We'll not give in lo any
threat — we're in the strike Lo
save Lhe transport business
from ruination,” AKM Joynul
Abedin lold UNDB when re-
ferred to speculations that the
government might go for can-
celling route permits of buses
and trucks in phascs.

When pointed out that the
government had indicated re-
duction in fuel price from July

1, the Bangladesh Sarak

Paribahan Samily president
sald the Communications
Minister had carlier proposed
it in a meeting with I.Ec But
in parlfament, he didn't men-
tion the quantum of cut.

Meanwhile Mcghna
Petroleum Corporation, how-
ever, kept its supply line from
Narayanganj to city fuel sta-
tions mnormal through late
night delivery of petroleum
products under police escort,
Corporation sources said.

Sufferings of the ecity
dwellers have multiplicd with
shorlages of transport and
sharp rises In prices ol essen-
tial goods.

Trains and rivercrall [aced
heavy rush as inter-district

road communicalions re- .

mained paralysed.

Prices rise
further

By Staff Correspondent

Prices of essentials in the
city have risen [urther with
the countrywide transport
strike continuing.

Fish and vegetable prices
soared most owing té the
strike. All kinds of vegetables
showed a rise of between Taka
two and four in the city mar-
kets. On the otherhand, fish

prices jumped up by at least
10 per cent on an average.

In the vegetable market,
korolla jumped form the pre-
vious price of Taka 24 a kg to
Taka 28. Brinjal was selling at
Taka 12 a kg, the pre-strike
price was Taka eight. beans

costs Taka 12 a kg Instcad of
the previous price of Taka
eight. Papya price also rosc by
Taka two and stood at Taka
eight a kg. Cucumber was
selling at Taka 12 a kg instcad
of the previous price of Taka
ten. Pea# cosl Taka 10 a kg,
Taka two higher than early
price.

The cheapest vegetable in
the market was radish costing
Taka six a kg. Even the prices
of meat was high on Monday, a
kg of beel or multon up by
Taka ten. PPoor calegory mul-
ton sold at Taka 100 a The

supply was also very poor,
The vendors reported Lhal

I::,Er of vegetables, fish and

were very meagre in the
wholesale markets. Only a lim-
ited quantity of commoditics
were brought in by launches
and boal.
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