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¢} Lands under Ist para of
register 8 (public utility).

by nature.

d) Cultivable lands under
4th part of register 8 (river
eroded).

e) Lands under Govt/Semi
Govt organisations, excess re-
ceipt of culttvable lying land or
land under cultivation worth of
re-taking over.

) Lands without owner or
claimant.

g Lands under PO 98/72

seca or river (clause B6 and B7
of tenant right act).

) Land resumed by the Gowvt
(clause 92 of tenant right and
abolition ol zamindary act).

§) Any land acquired by dint
ol law by the Govt.

But identification and dis-
tribution of khasland is not an
easy job. Since the British rule
a few nominal laws have been
enacted for identifying the
khasland and protecting the
interest of the landless. By Lhe
Cadestran Survey of [CS] 1910
and the East Bengal land ac-
quisition and tenancy act. en-
emy property acl. evaquec
property act of 1968 and the
Government estale manual
laws, no shelterless and the
landless class did get the
benefit of these laws. Rather
only the jotedars and moneyed
people derived benefits out of
it. The increase in the number
of landless pecople started from
that time, because of the afore-
said laws were not imple-
mented in the interest of the
MASSCs.

In i ndent Bangladesh
the land holding limitation or-
der 1972, acquisition and
requisition of immovable
property ordinance of 1982,
land reform act of 1984 have

officials, the
khasland is only that land the
government has allocated for
settlement.

9.19 sq miles, but in fact the
area is more than two times of
the declared area. Seme local
corrupt revenue officials keep
the actual statistics suppressed
to attain graft. This way the ac-
tual area of khasland inchuding
the vast char zoncs is unknown
to the concerned department
and the countrymen in gen-

eral.
One such island 1s
Chargazaria of Ramgoti upazila

under greater Noakhali dis-
trict. Every year thousands of

ple of Ramgoti and Bhola

come landless due to river
erosion. During the last 20
years people of this zone
have u:zrﬂl tremendously
because of floods and torna-
does etc. with a target of about
20 thousand home people
of this area. the Social
Institute started its activity in
1977. When these helpless
people who took shelter on
the embankment were tor-
tured by the local feudals and
the WAPDA officials. the Social
Institute made them united.
The united measure taken
against illegal and inhuman

acts upon these helpless peo-
ple inspired them in their ini-

tial march to Chargazaria. Alse
they were inspired by the
Social Institute to realise the
necessity of unity for saving
themselves from the grasp of
local evil power. The Seocial
Institute formed the coopera-
tves. With a view Lo organising
these landless people. the
Social Institute maintained ef-
fective public relations and
conducted constant training

_ programme. In directing the

united work programme. pro-
viding coverage to the court
cascs. management. training,
no financial aid or assistance
has been received from the
government or any foreign
donor. nor the Social Institute
asked for such help. After the
success of the movement of
the landless i.e. on gettin

their permanent settlement o

land in 1990. the Social
Institute accepted the financial
aid of donors.

From 1990 the owners of
the khasland received the aid
for agriculture, education,
health and development of
other humanitarian aspects
from foreign donors. They also
raised fund thefr own
contribution. Accordingly de-
pendence upon others has
becn minimised. Initially 1.25
acres of land was distributed to
each family. Later. it‘was in-

LOPING ARE
ING rg oraﬁ'"ﬂ.kups TO
LEE POVERTY, POLITICAL

OPPRESSION, OR AN ENVI-
RONMENT

THAT CAN NO
LONGER GIVE THEM SUS-

by ABM Osman Gani
creased to 1.50 acres. From tion i the struggle for estab-
1978 o 1989 took lease lishment of their ts, eco-
of land on a one year basta. nomic right included. Since
During these ten years, they 1978 the landless themselves
were ed o - have face a few dosens of false

Cr lﬂ*ﬂ CHSCS.

The of the land-
less remember the ge-
ographical. soctial. economic
and other conditions of the lo-

Development

Khasland Among the Landless

A seminar arranged by the Secial Institute

families at C tsland
in 78, the number reached to
2000 at the end of 1989,

The of the Social
Institute wants to achieve are:

Unity

The first and foremost ob-
jective is to gel the landless of
respective areas united for re-
habilitating themselves. For
the sake of their own exis-
tence there is no alternative,
other than launching of lawful
struggle against the mighty
jotdars and their helpers. On
unity can enable them to
the cherished goal

To hold and retain this
united strength consciousness,
knowledge. and fellow feelings
are needed. Training and only
training can turn a poor illiter-
ate person to become con-
scious and also inspire him to

become a powerful person.
The Lraining is absolutely nec-

- essary for them in respect of

legal, professional, strategic
aspects. The landless people
will not get themselves in-
volved in .ﬂ:lgl.l and anti-state
activities thereby get their
life uribearable if they are con-

broad l s
sic legal aspects. Also
they will then not fall prey to
the cheats and frauds.

Self-reliance
Keeping self-reliance as a
target. the landless, people

should have positive participa-

HEN a Westcrmer

thinks of the deve-
. loping world, the first
image that comes to mind is
the malnourished child. Pleas
from aid agencies for dona-
tions appear in ines,
newspapers, inside city buses
and on television throughout
the industrialised world.

"She's su from one of
the deadliest diseases known
to man: Poverty.,” reads one
advertisement. The large eyes
of a young girl with dark skin
stare out from the page. "One
in four Third World children
die before their fifth o
e B birthday

In their drive for donations
from private citizens, aid
agencies continually emphasise
the negative without fostering
a better understanding of the
causes of poverty, according to
Peter Adamson, editor of the
1992 State of the World's
Children report published by
the UN Children's Fund
(Unicef).

Advertisements usually do
not mention that infant
mortality rates, life expec-

. and access o safe water
and p education have all
substan improved over the
last few decades.

If people are to believe
there is hope, he argues, they
must receive news of prc;gren
as well as analysis of the
underlying causes of poverty
and malnutrition.

Adamson told Unicef
national committees about a
questionnaire he often gives
teenage students in Britain and
several other countries.

To the question "What per-
centage of the world's children
arc starving?” he usually gets
an answer of between 50 and
70 per cent. The real answer,
he says, is one to two per cent.

Similarly, students gener-
ally belicve that 75 per cent of
families cannot meet even
their most basic needs. The
real answer is 25 per cent.

it is widely believed that
only 10 to 20 per cent of chil-
dren start school; the actual
figure is roughly 90 per cent.
Students also tend to think the
global population growth rate
is increasing, when in f.:l-lt is

conditions

calities of Bangladesh. Taking
into consideration the local
. the land-
less themselves should deter-
mine the stra of their
struggle. In the of experi-
ences it is observed the goal
and objectives of the move-
ment of the landless people of
Bhola and C is the
same, but there is a gulfl of dif-
ference between the strategic
techniques at Bhola and
Chargazaria, though both enjoy
tronage of the same organi-
tion — the Social Institute,
To thrust any decision on the
landless will be very harmful.

Not in political
interest

It is to be admitted that a
good number of political par-
ties in the countries are ren-
derting human development
services. Still rationality dic-
tates that no landiess should

be utilized as a pawn in the po-
litical game. If are used by
a poMtical party. other parties

will become inimical to the
landless and thus their move-
ment will have a great set
back.

- Looking for
friends

There should be secarch for
cdoperative friends, acceptable
to people of all shades irre-
spective of party. principle.
layer etc. By adopting this
method, it will be easier for
them to reach their desired

goal

The Soctal Institute thinks
the thana commitiee is the

important in res of
distributing hz-lhn . The
law and the local au

are influenced by the
jotdars through various sorts of
pressure techniques,
According to tlie existing law
if khasland is properly 1 lenti-
fied. reclaimed and dis-
tributed, there can not be any

in getting the

The landless ple cannot
be regarded as rehabilitated.
after having got allotment

of khasland. To cultivate Lhat
land jfres fund and equip
ment ther basic require
ments like education. medi-

care, and shelter are also
needed.
The concept ol the Social

institute 18 a pcrmanent rec
habilitation of the landless in
the khasland making them
owner of the land and also
turni them economically
sclf-su L

Research

Correct and appropriale
concepUon can only come oul
of cool, calm and constant re-
scarch. The Social Institute
thinks that such rescarch can
generale more effective and
much beneficial welfare. With
its ideas, concept and practical
experience the Soctal Institule
can help in solving stmilar
problems elsewhere.

Education

The fact cannot be denied
that major n ol the wel-
fare effort made in favour of
the landiess will go waste, if
they remain illiterate. With ed-

i ucation they can be proved to

be appropriate ulilizers ol
those welfare steps. which will

s irrespective of
rhildmh* m:l: and fe-

male. Particular stress has
been given to women and chil-
dren education.

Seocial Institute has already
been running ten non-formal
education centres in iis target
areas — Chargazaria and
Ra ti which proved to be
insu t to cater to the re-
quiremeni.

It is our firm bebel that the
sensilive issue of landless re-
habilitation can be solved i the
voluntary organisations work
with mutual understanding and

sincere cooperation. For
attaining this end, there is a

them who have been working
for rehabilitation of the

landless. The present Cru-ﬂy
Iinactive cell under 1 land

ministry consisting of the
NGOs need to be active and

= . The incluston of large
ard -based organisatinns
and their participation In

making decisions Is not
enough. The NGOs deall
with khasland in the mulassa
arcas may be inchuded in the
land reform cell. The NCOs
which will help rehabilitate
the landless in the government
khasland, should be pruvided
with broad -based training
inspite of conside the
present land law (avou to
the landiess. some as of
this law are requi o be
clearly caplained, modified
and corrected This ean be
done through mutual discus-
ston between the government

and the voluntecr organisa:
tions Maximum amount of
khasland is avatlable in newly
accreted chars. It is necessary
o give one ycar lease of
khasland, immediately after
new chars are surfaced to
them who are eligible of get-
ling pcrmanent scitlement, so
that the jotdars and muscle-
men do not dare step in the
new chars.

Large amount ol khasland
may be recovered i the lands
licgally allotted before and af-
ter promulgation of land re-
lorm act 1984 on one’s own
name and in the names of
his/ her favourate ones are can-
celled: Due to their seifless
works with the landicss peo-
ple. the NGO re niatives
other than the o rs. arc ca-
pable and competent enough
in certifying the real landicss.
That is why inclusion ol them
in the land distribution com-
mittee will be more meaning-
ful and eflfective. In the drive
for rehabilitating the landless
on Lthe khasland donor agen-
cles ean contribute more ac-
tively and meaningfully in the
related technical, economic
and social fields.
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Child Today

Over 40 years in
developing world:
¢ Average incomes doubled

® Under-5 death rates halved

¢ Life expectancy up by third

¢ Proportion of children in
school rose from under
half to more than three-
quarters

1l ® Percentage of rural
il people with safe drinking

water rose from 10% to 60%"*

decreasing.

Another common miscon-
ception is that the developing
world would collapse without
aid money from the West.

Adamson argues that the
encouragement of such dis-
torted images directly under-
mines efforts to improve popu-
lar understanding of poverty
and its causes — something
erucial to tive change.

Something Weslerners
need, to know s that even
though they believe that aid
money goes directly to help
needy children, that priority is
not reflected in the budgets of
most official aid programmes
or national governments in the

by Gillian Forrester

'Thlrd_ World, says Unicel's re-

In fact, only 10-15 per cent
of aid from the industrialised
world goes to meet basic
needs, according to the 1092
Unicel report.

Ald amounts te only a small
portion of the revenues of
most develo countries, but’
a similar neglect for basic
needs emerges in the overall
spending priorities of Third
World governments.

The report estimates, for
example, that 80 per cent of
the 812 billion allocated each
year to water supply systems is
spent on putting taps in the
homes of the relatively well-off.

The cost
roughly $600 — far more than
the estimated 830 to 850 per
person it would cost to

public wells and lmdpm

the poor majority.

Similarly, Unicefl says. it is
common for 75 per cent of a
public health budget to seven
the richest 25 per cent of the
population. In at least one
case, 30 per cent of the na-
tonal huﬁ- budget was used
to send a privileged few for
treatment abroad.

Education money is also
spent inequitably. In India, for
example, the cost of sending
one student lo university is

per beneficiary is :
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Pakistani Youth Show
the Way in Self-help

by Cassandra Balchin

gowing number of
young Pakistanis are

not sitting around
waiting for solutions to their
problems. With exuberance,

organisations B
youth have discovered they
deal with some problems
themselves with little or no
heip from elders.
Self-preservation seems o
require that young people rely
on their own initiative. The
15-35 age group accounis for
29 per cent of Pakistan's popu-
lation It is the most peonomi-
cally active and second largest

demographic group in the
country but very littie attention
is paid to their problems,

especially unemployment and

iiliteracy.

But Bhimber Trar village's
active youth commitiee, for
example, takes the cause of
sell help very sertously. And #t

The 15-35, age group
accounts for 20 per cent
of Pakistan's population.
it is the most economi-
cally active and second
largest demographic gr-
oup but very little at-

| tention is paid to their

i

is helping other communities
do the same.

Thus, when the Federal
Government Girls High School
at nearby Pindi Malkan found

itscl] short of staffl and unable

o get a replacement because
of budgetary conatraints, the
youth commitiee hired the re-
placement teacher. paying her
salary through contributions
frum villagers.

initiatives like these are
being taken by more and more
young people who have [elt,
more than most., the adverse
eflects of a worsening national
eCoONoOmic crisis.

Pakistan is unable to crate
the hall milllon new jobs
needed by the youth who enter
the country’s workforce every
year. Efforts to provide some
measure of reliefl have been
inadequate so far.

The sertous une ment
situation has led to a whole

range of devastating social
problems among the youth.

Heroin addiction is reportedly
rising annually by about
100,000 cases, with more than
three quarters of users in the
16-30 age bracket.

Illteracy also continues to
plague young Pakistanis as only
hall of the country's children

1 enter primary school. Half of

those who enter school drop
out before completing five

years of basic schooling, giving
very little hope that Pakistan's
literacy rate can soon rise from

| the current 26 per cent.

equivalent to the amount
needed to provide primary
education to up to 70 children.
Yet half India’s children never
fAnish primary school and India
produces more graduates than

it can productively employ.

A higher proportion of chil-
dren now attend school than

did 40 years ago. but the
Eighties have witnessed
setbacks in this trend and
were "a disastrous decade” in
education, according to the
report.

Of more than 100 develop-
ing countries surveyed, two-
thirds reported a decline in
expenditures per pupil. In half,
a smaller percentage of chil-
dren were enrolled in
school than were at the begin-
ning of the decade.

Africa was particularly hard
hit. with education spending

dropping by almost 30 per
cent in the first half of the
Eighties and first-year enrol-
ment in primary school
decreasing from B4 per cent
in 1980 to 70 per cent in
1990.

Bangladesh is a country
Unicef cities as one which has
begun to shift its priorities. At
independence in 1971, on
10 per cent of its heal
expenditures went to rural
clinics. That figure has been
raised to 60 per cent — more
in line with 84 per cent of the
population which live in rural
areas. In the early Eighties,
Bangladesh also more than
doubled its expenditure on

primary education.

Echoing promises made at
the 1990 summit, Unicel calls
on other countries to emulate
that example. Its report says
the welfare and education of
children should be a top prior-
ity for governmentis, even in
times of war and economic
hardship.

Unicef is also
the "corridors of tranguility”
maintained for the passage of
health supplies during recent
conflicts in El Salvador, Sudan,
and Ethiopia.

— Gemini News
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Pansban's Youth Programne
s L]
the country’'s oldest and. ap-

activities.
Coordinaty with some
117 youth across the

Tﬁt or does not
offer youth financial
assistance but he them

the drafting of project -
als. rehabtlitation nm

users, and income-generating
schemes.

"Passban is the only NGO
operating on a country-wide
level which is helping z-cbp
community leaders so that
outside support becomes no

jonger necessary " says Yasmin

Shahid. the ernmeni's
scnbor director women and
youth aflairs.

The goal ia to give youth
volunteers lechnical and man-
agement skills they can use to
help other youngsiers. FPAP,
according o the |990 Passban
annual report, also sees iIn
these young volunteers future
family planning advocates as
the association “recognises the
necessity of the development
of a second line of leadership
for the family planning move-
ment from the grassroots level
upwirds *

Youth groups have also
demonstrated the abtlity 1o re-
spond o needs specific o cer-
lain communities. The Mardan
Youth Welfare Association. for
one, spends considerable time
scttling disputes between rival
factions, usually among young
people, in e Northwest
Frontier Proving.

The disputes have. the
Eou:nual o erupt into very

loody confrontations as some
of the weapons [rom the
Alghan war have found their

way to neighbouring Pakistan.

In the Murree hill region,
Raja Mohammed Arif, 22, was
so concerned about deforesta-
tion that, until recently unable
o read. he has since written
iwo pamphlets on the envi-
ronment. The pamphilets help
fill the urgent need for envi-
ronment education materials
in the Urdu ;

Although the youth commit-
lees have chalked up some
very impressive successcs,

there are problems and issues

which still have to be resolved
or have cropped up.

The youngsters have to
cope, for instance, with the
generation gap as they work
with their elders. Young peo-
ple have found their work
hampered by conservatives and
traditionalists.

The education pro
of the Association of United
Youth of Nawakhili, for
instance, had some opposition
from the lpcal mullahs, or
Mushim religious leaders. "But,
we say to them, find — chil-
dren should go teo your
madrassah (religious institu-
tion) but let them also go to
school,” says the Association's
Mascom Khan Kakar.

Girls, still have to fully par-
ticipate in the youth associa-
tions. Barriers to their active
participation are brought
down very slowly. own
brothers. who are active mem-
bers, are often the ones
opposed to their participation.

Paasban did initiate some
modest activities for girls like
the train of the Tulspura
Girls Group. It resulted in the
E::Iucl.hn of about 50 smoke-

chulas, of the
traditional stove which
are energy-eflicient and less
theratening to women's health
(women spend the most time
inside kitchens).

The success of the youth
committees has also led to a
new dilemma. Foreign donor
agencies, increas deman-
ding that aid for stan be
channeled through NGOs, find
many Paasban youth ps
worthy implementors of inter-
nationally-funded projects.

What the th committees
have mh&wﬂvﬁ far cannot be
ignored. Punjab Minister for
Youth Raja Ishfaq Sarwar,
addressing a recent Paasban
training workshop, acknowl-
edged by saying. "If every
citizen wnrkﬂ ed with this dedi-
cation, all the country's prob-
lems would be mdtq

— Depthnews Asia



