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own with a built-in ability to perpetuate its posi-
tion regardless of the colours of its political mas-
ters. The newly-restored democratic order needs
to look into ways to tackle this, less acceptable

ol the bureaucracy. _

t the government now ought to do, having
- made Its own sincerity clear Lo the service, is
bring about a fundamental change of attitude,
After 20 years of independence, a shedding of all
vest of colonialism is now imperative, and
Civil Service oflicers have to be re-oriented (o re-
ﬁ:g themselves more as public servants. rather

as
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The logic is understandable
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stocked? From India's point
view it will still be cheaper.

Recovery Not Discovery 1s Campaigner's Advice

Kelly Haggart and Deniel Nelson write from London

MONG the growing
number of people who

Lhe corridors and oulside the

UN building: a demonsiration

government oflicials or a special caste. In fear that the forth- the world body. Yet the meet- the biological and cultural knowledge of nature possessed  planiations o oflset global is planned by thousands of

order to make the word "service" mr:aningful and coming Earth Summit might ing remains overwhelmingly diversity ol the planet.” by indigenous poople ts (ading warming which fall o re Natlve Americans.
relevant to the public at large, the administration do more harm than good is “offlicial” in orientation, so Until now, international even faster than nature itsell®  local peoples’ rights 0 chose Perhaps their most impor-
ought to be made more dynamic, eflicienl and Darrell , a campaigner for  indigenous groups are siaging attention on biodiversity — thc More than 90 Indigenous species, participale In phn::: lani mesaage is summed up by
productive. The government should now [ollow the rights of the worlds 250 an Earth Parllament 10 coin-  enormous array of plants and  groups have disa in and control of plantations, Jeflrey McNeely of the World
up its ion move setting up a committee million indigenous peoples. cide with the Summil to make animals, a natural resource of  Brazil alone since turn of lo dertve benefit from Lhem; Conservation Union (IUCN],
tupltu and wavs on how oflice work The June 1-12 Summit in  sure their voices are heard. value o humankind the century. ¢ cstablishment of “green co-author of a new “Global
could be speeded th r{'& ing red t nd Rio de Janeiro, says Posey, It will have to compcte for — has focused on Lrying lo “With the decimation of funds™ which will provide Dlodiversity Stirategy™ “The
up, thus ucing apc a president of the International attention nol only with the rotect threatened specics cach indigenous p.” warns morc money (o the agencies, numerous local cultures which

for corruption. Society of Ethnobiology, 18 un-  Summil itscl, but with an even  [rom dying out. Posey, 'the world loses thou-  instilulions, tions and

aps the biggest challenge l'aclnf the gov-
ernment is how to make all services ol the state
accountable to the public through parliament and
elected local bodies. At present, no mechanism
exists through which oflicials could be taken to
task ;r investigated by the representatives of the
P e government should give serious thought to
the issue and take it up on the [loor ol the Jatiya
Sangsad at an opportune moment. We could take
lessons from practices in other democratic coun-
iries and set u]|1) a Parliamentary Standing
Committee, with the power to summon and ques-

tion officials. including those of the ministries of
defence and foreign allairs. In addition, appoint-
ments ol Secrelaries and Additional Secretaries,
Ambassadors and High Commissioners, and chiels
of the armed [orces could be made subject to ap-
proval by the same committee. Naturally, the
committee ought to be an all-party one, with a
demonstrated ability to conduct a non-partisan
line of enquiry. For the sake of transparency, all
its hearings should be held in public except
where questions of national security are invo !

necessarily trying to "discover’
how to save the world [rom
environmental disaster.

It is unnecessary, he argucs,
because ways of maintaining
biodiversity and ltving sustain-
ably are already known and
practised by indigenous peo-
ples. instead, the Summiteers
should “recognise and em-
power indigenous and tradi-
tional peoples, whose very
existence is being destroyed by
existing models of develop-
ment.”

Yet such peoples have only a
small place in the official
meetings, because most gov-

ernments regard them as ad- =

ministratively inconvenient,
embarrassingly backward and
politically firrelevant. Says

Posey: "It is fronic that those oo

who have the most of offer will
have the least opportunity to
Until recently, it looked as

bigger parallel gavhering of
NGOs, which is expected to at-
tract at lcast 10,000 activitics
and lobbyists. The hosts of the
Earth [Parliament, Lhe
Indigenous Intertribal Counctl
of Brazil, arc confident thal the
uniquencss of the Parliament
will attract the camcras and
steal the limclight

One of its aims “will be to
forge ncw alllances belween
environmentalists, scienlisis,
indigenous and traditional

peoples in an cffort 10 defend

A global convention on tho
preservation ol biodiversity is
under negotiation, with the
aim of having it signed at the
Rio Summit.

There is growing aware-
ness, however, that the con-
servation of biodiversity cannol
be from the maintec-
nance of the indigenous
cultures that known so much
about it

Yet in many arcas, s the
Washingion-based W tch
Institute, “the ofien intimate

Indigenous peoples
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sands of years of accumulated
knowledge of adaplation Lo
tropical coosystems.”

Ik 15 worried that decisions
Liken al Ko might make Lthe
siluation ¢cven worse. |His fears
include:

* a biodiversity convenlion
based on parks and rcserves
that resiriet the traditional
peopivs who helped ercate and
protvcl the regions in which
the parks arc sited.

® ¢rcation of huge tree

prople who crealced the global
crisis in the first place.
Indigenous groups will be
lobbying hard at the Summil s
final preparatory meeting in
New York in March, both in

OPINION

are lo sustainable use
of :lpl;':m resoufces

may well provide
resilience which will

our specics Lo adapl 1o what

ever changes the
bring.” /PANOS

Where Does 'The Daily Star’ Stand
on the Indemnity Repeal Bill?
R.H. Khandker

The Executive Editor ol
The Daily Star, Mr. Mahfuz
Anam has writien a front-page
commentiary on 5 February
urging the Awami League to
"think carefully before mass

a national guilt, and should be
more so lar BNP which had
enacted iL

| see il perfectly in order
jor the ncw BNP to even Lake
the initiative to correect Lhe
mistake commitied by the old

. BNP. The new BNP has been

tho they would have Aman, respect him and elected to r the -

Sea Pollution and Our portunity at al, because they SR Nnpes Mk ok sl shuciod e oo b T e
A wanted to be accredited to the commentary however trou- legacy of Lthe past Its image to
Enmnment Summit as nations. Faced with bied me. the people should improve if it

The Bay of Bengal seems to have turned into a

happy dumping ground of harmful industrial have now bowed to the previ- the Re Bill s in order. Awami League has corrected
wastes and other pollutants for the foreign ships. ously unacceptable classifica- What should cause concern, the damage done by |
The latest such incident involves the 40-mile olil tion as non-government organ- however, i:'! ﬂ"’ u‘;" the ar- Bangabanddhu who had de-
slick caused by spill from a crude oil tanker, | !sations [NGOs-UN jargon for ments for it implica- stroyed democracy by success-

Another reporl carried in a Bangla daily has it
that about 100 tons of waste matters were
jettisoned [rom foreign ships at Mongla Port in
the last three months alone. Needless to say that
foreign ships have been doing this in contraven-
tion of national and international laws. More,
their contribution to environmental degradation
is a moral crime.

Not surprisingly, reaction to the dumping issue
had been sharp and vociferous from the more

conscious quarters. Both immediate and long-

unbending refusal by govern-
ment delegates, however, most

cam groups).

mﬂ be only a handful
among the more than 1,000
NGOs which have been regis-
tered for the conference, a de-
velopment which UN insiders
herald as a breakthrough for

The counsel of caution in
developing a strategy to enact

supports the Recpeal of the

Indemnity Act. The new

fully campaigning for the
restoration of democracy. BNP

. could do likewise with honour

and grace,
Now, lo tn?c 1:3: some of the
nis o Star com-
ml]r. It says that the
Indemnity (Repeal) Bill agita-
tHon will divert attention from
immediale issucs of economic
growth, price hike, law and
order, campus violence cte. |
hold the contrary view. The

term impacts of Lhis illegal practice are going to Letters for publication in these columns should be is latter is : be al-
: State, Prime Minister, Cabinet sucs must nol al
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expertise and equipment from abroad to deal
with the problem, international help and co-op-
eration be most welcome.
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