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NEWS BRIEFS
PM's salary raised

Parltament Monday night
a bill as amended by
the select committee enhanc-
ing the remuneration and priv-
fleges of the Prime Minister.
The Prime Ministér's salary
has been increased to Tk
14,000 from Tk. B,000 per
meonth under the Prime
Minister's (Remuneration and
-Privileges) Bill, 1992. The Bill
also increased the amount of
discretionary grant at the dis-
of the Prime Minister to
50,00,000 from Taka
3,00,000 per annum, rcports
UNB

Jute policy soon
By Staff Correspondent

The government will an-
nounce -a jute policy before
the jute cultivation season,
Jute Minister Brig (Retd)
Hannan Shah told Jatiya

Sangsad (Parliament) yester-
day.

5 killed, 58 hurt
in road mishaps

PABNA, Feb 10: At least
three persons were killed and
50 others injured when a
BRTC bus fell into a roadside
ditch ncar Chaplal bridge on
Bogra-Natore highway, 10 km

from Natore this aflernoon, .

UNB.
The dead were identificd as
Matiur Rahman (45],

Giasuddin (32) and Momin
Hossain (25).

Among theeinjured, about
40 were. admitled Into
Rajshahi, Natore, Pabna and

Bogra hospilals, Natore police

sources said

Five injured in
bomb blast

JHENIDAH, Feb 10: Five
::ph ll'.l:ludtng two women
three children, were in-
jured :::n h: bomb was lobbed
use of a newly-

thtlui. UP chairman Sunday
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Cinudl of smoke from tear gas shells fired by police during a skirmish mth JSD (Inu) backed BCL students on Dhaka University campus yesterday
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It’s govt’s duty to find funds : Hasina

All but one demand of transport
owners settled, JS told

“%““\\\\\\: RN \

N L]
\-.‘h

\u\""\ 'q.\‘."'h.n‘l. 1\1\\&1&1\.11\\ -..

“\\}\\"\\“\\\\\\xm*

By Mahfuz Ullah
A performer

par exccl
lence, as he was and is,
Prolessor Badruddoza Chow-
dhury knows how Lo outwit his
opponents and invite
thunderous applause [rom
loyalists. It is not orly oration

' mor control over emotions,

neither a name as one of the

- leading physicians. It is a total

" ing remarks on the

appearance that
others.

And, the Deputy Leader of
the House again proved it yes-
terday while making conclud-
general
debate on the on-going trans-
portl strike.

As he stood up, Tofacl
Ahmed was asking for his

See Page 12 Col 7

charms

By Staff Correspondent

Eighteen out of a total of 19
demands of the transport
owners had been setlled in
the bilateral discussigns be-
tween the government and the
Transport Owners Associalion
much before the latter went on
strike.

This was revealed by the
Communications Minister
Colonel [retd) Oli Abmed in
Parliament yesterday while
winding up the gencral dis-
cussion on the situation arising
oul-ef the eountrywide trans-
port strike by the Owners
Association that begun
Saturday.

Yesterday's general discus-
sion, however, was marked by
the Opposition Bench's accus-
ing the government of consis-
tently ignoring the people's
problems and the Treasury
Bench's refuting the allega-
tions against the government

The Communications
Minister while making the
statement in the House said
that the government.had al-
ready conceded lo some im-
portant demands of the
Owners Association including
the turning of the transport

Improve power sector situation : WB

Donors threaten not
to resume funding

The World Bank, expressing
dissatisfaction at the govern-
mrnu “continued unsatisfac-
tory™ performance in curbing
electricity theft, has warned
that donors will not resume
fundlnaetn the power sector
untll the situation improved,
reports UNB.

In a letter to the Finance
Minister Monday, the Bank
pointed owt that instead of
showing any improvement,
system loss now rose to 44 per
cent and accounts reccivables
of PDB and DESA mounted to a
staggering 7.1 months’ bill.

The World Bank and other
donors — ADD, Japan, United
Kingdom and Germany — sus-
pended funds to the power
sector in mid last year asking
improvemenl in curbing sys-

' tem loss as well as PDB's ac-

count receivables position.
When the fund was declared

suspcnded, system loss was
running at 42 per cent and
PDB's account receivables was
six month's of electricity bills
totalling about Tk 600 crore.

The latest [igures, quoled
by the World Bank, show that
situatiord in the power sector
deteriorated further in last six
months despite various mea-
sures taken by the government
for improving performance.

Officfal sources said the
World Bank letter, marked
"most urgent”, carried donors’
extreme dissatisfaction at the
performance of the power sec-
tor.

"Continued unsatisfactory
performance in the power
sector would prevent us and
other development partners
from resuming funding to the
power seclor’, read the letter,

The World Bank strongly

Scc Page 12 Col |

sector into the ‘service indus-
try’, providing the owners with
bank loans and other facilitics
granting of tax rebate on Lhe
importing of buses , mini
buses, trucks, tank-lorries cte.,
reduction of duty on spare
parts by 25 per cenl ele.

On the reduection of diescl
price, the vital demand in fts
19-point charter of demands,
the government assured that it
would be duly considered in
July, the statement added.

Despile such specilic sieps
by the government and assur-
ance of solving their problems,
the transport owners wenl on
a strike even before the con-
clusion of the mutual discus-
sions, the Minister regretted.

He, however,
the transport owners Lo im-
mediaiely call off the strike
and free different sections of
people being held hostage.

Fazlur Rahman Patal, Stale
Minister for Communications

- said that the government was

convinced that the price of
diesel should be reduced. Bul

the budgel of the current fiscal
year was nol in a positiopn Lo

Sece Page 12 Col 7

called upon .

@The Daily Star
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A terrified :tudent running for cover during police-student

clash on DU campus yesterday.

—Star photo
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Students,
police
clash

By DU Correspondent
JSD (Inu)-backed Chhatra

League (N-S) protesting '‘police |

action’ on its rally near Jatlya
Press Club damaged several
vehicles in the city Monday.

The students locked In
clash with the police at three
places in and around the
Dhaka University us.

A scries of pitched battles
took place at iigh Court,
Central Shaheed Minar and
TSC arcas of Dhaka University
Police lobbed at least 30 tear-
gas shells to disperse the agl-
tating students demanding
trial of the killers of Abu Hasan

‘Murad, a BCL (Inu) leader.

Witnesses said the Chhatra
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The f{atlure of Maulana
Alram Khan's Dainik Azad, and

| the Sangbdd edited by Khairul
. Kabir to support the Language

Movement betwren |348 and
February 21, 1952, ded net,
however, lead to public opin-

| jom being formed in favour of

| jungle
. Myanmar (Burmese) soldiers

Urdu.

The principal reason fof
this was, of course, the
Bengalee people’'s refusal o
accept a forcign language a8
the lingua franca of the country
in place of their own mother

- longue.

For the leaders and activists
of the movement, however,
there was a diflerent problem.
The Muslim League regime
and its rmrn in the me-
dia re heavily on dis
the movement's demands a
the logic behind those de-
mands, by branding the pro-
Bengali forces as "anti- Islamic”
and “Indian agents”.

The movement. particularly
at its early stages, was there-

See Page 12 Col 6

Rohingyas
suspend
jungle
warfare

By Farid Hossain

Arakan's Rohingya. insur-
genits have suspended theilr
warfiare againsi

to avert clashes between

Myanmar and Bangladesh on
this issue, a rebel source said

. Monday.

“We have decided 1o sus-

. pend our glerilla operations

League (N-S) alter a rally tn |

front of the Jatiya Press Club in
the morning tried to submil a
memorandum to the Ministry
of Home Affairs. But the
demonstrators had lo turn
back from the spot withoul
submitting the memorandum
following a brawl with the
nearby policemen, they added.

The demonstrators while
returning to the Dhaka Univer-
sity campus pelied stones to
several vehicles on the way.
Police lobbed teargas shells at
the demonstrators in the High
Court area. The students

See Page 12 Col 7

—AFP photo

Alex Haley
dead

SEATTLE (Washington), Feb
10: Alex Haley, the Pulitzer
Prize-winning author of
"Roots,” the bestseller which
prompted people of all races
to find their ancestors died
here today, a hospftal official
said. He was 70, reports AFP.

Haley died shortly after

Sce Page 12 Col 8
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_ﬁon-govt teachers stay away

Degree exams begin

By DU Correspondent

The Degree examinations
under the Dhaka and
Chittagong universities began
yesterday with the non-gov-
ernment leachers staying away
from invigilation duties.

The examinations, mainly
invigilated by government ofli-
cials were held peacefully with
some 1.18 lakh students ap-
pearing in 202 centres under
the two universities.

The: non-government
teachers who have been on an
indefinite strike since January
18 decided not to conduct the
examinations if their demands
were nol metl. However a num-
ber of thém conducted the ex-
aminations in Dhaka and else-
where in the country for what
they termed the greater inter-
est of the students.

The examinations had [aced
uncertainty because of the in-
definite strike.

On Sunday the government
— instructed the DCs to hold

the exams utilising govern-
ment officials including magis-
trates, UNOs and others.
Mecanwhile, a large number
policemen were deployed at
the centres in the capital
Anxfous guardians were
seen waiting outside the cen-
tres. Degree examinces com-
ing from distant places faced
difficulties because of the on-

' going transport strike,

Meanwhile, the Bangladesh
Federation of Teachers
Associalions (BFTA) Ilecader
Shetkh Amanullah regretted
the participation in conducting
the exams by some non-gov-
ernment teachers and also by
the teachers of government
colleges.

BFTA Secretary General A K
M Shahidullah told The Daily
Star that the teachers of the
government colleges had to
conduct the exams wunder
pressure [rom the government

Sec Page 12 Col 4

Bank unions
defer

movement

By Staff Correspondent
The Coordination’Council of

Trade Unions of the four na-
tionalised banks on Monday

deferred their movement by
seven days and called on the

Seec Page 12 Col 6
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along the jungles and shift
them tb urban areas.,” the
source said, speaking on con-

. dition.gf sponymity.

The source, a lop leader of
Rohingya Solidarity Organiza-
tion (RSO), was reached by
telephone in Chittagong.

The RSO earlier claimed
that it had set up at least 12
guerilla camps along the dense
jorests in Myanmar s western
province of Arakan, home to
three million people, majority
of them Muslims.

Myanmar has cited the in-
surgency as the reason for de-
ploying necarly 55,000 troops
along its 175-mile [rontier
with Bangladesh.

Myanmar's military junta
has also accused Bangladesh of

See Page 12 Col 2

' Teachers threaten

to boycott
SSC exams

By DU Correspondent

The non-government teac-
hers organisations held a
grand rally Monday in front of
the National Press Club during
the Degree examination hours
demanding immediate imple-

See Page 12 Col 2

Allout move to thwart today’s JKLF march

MUZAFFARABAD (Pakistan),
Feb 10: Paramilitary troops
Monday set off lahdslides,
erected barricades and dis-
mantled bridges to try to stop
a planned march by Muslim

. militants across a heavily

guarded ceaselire line into
Indian-held Kashmir. .
At least eight people were
injured and 40 were arrested
in scullles with police who
stopped caravans of buses and

cars bearing signs proclaiming
"We

' freedom.”

The Jnmmurﬂnlhmir

Liberation Front sald thou-
sands of unarmed su rters

would cross the UN monitored

ceasclire line Tuesday to ex

will lpﬂl our blood for

ress solidarity with Kashmiris
ghting to setede from pre-
dominantly Hindu India.

Dozens of Kashmirl leaders
were arrested as Pakistani au-
thorities blocked roads to stop
militants, officials and mili-
tants said.

The JKLF said about 250
people were believed arrested
as molorcades transporting ils
workers were intercepted at
about hall a dozen places.

JKLF chiefl Amanullah Khan
sajid here that 190 buses were
stopped, bul that nevertheless
hundreds of people had been
pouring in with the intentton
of storming the border
Tuesday, despite the clamp-
down by the authorities.

The Pakistani government
sald il was prepared lo use
force to block the march.
Military sources (n Islamabad
said more than 40,000 troops
had been deployed in and
around Muzaflarabad, capital of
Pakistan-controlled Kashmir.

India placed its army on
high alert and said the mili-
tants would be shot if they
crossed the cease-fire line.

Reuter says, India laid
mines on the border with
Pakistan and imposed a curfew
in most of Kashmir today to
block a march by Muslim in-
surgents across the frontier,

The local government iIn

indian-held Kashmir banned
civilan movement in areas

close to where an estimated
100, 000 secparatists have
threatened to cross the border

on Tuesday.

Ctivilians have been evacu-

ated from at least four villages
in the mountainous Himalayan

region, sald officials in
Srinagar.
PTl said, air surveillance

has been introduced ‘as part of
the stepped up vigilance along
the Hne of actual control (LAC)
and the international border.

Meanwhile, the Indian
Prime Minister, 'V Narasimha
Rao, today said thalt any al-
tempt al engincering a scoes-
ston of Kashmir from India
would ‘ be {irmly resisted’,

in his opening remarks at
an all-party meeling convened
by him to discuss the current
development in the wake of
the proposed march by JKLF
activists the Prime Minister
said the government had in-
formation that Pakistani mili-
tary high command had taken
some {nftial stcps lo prevent
any large-scale Intrusions
across the line ui' actual con-
trol.

"It s my hope and expecta-
tions that the government of
Pakistan will fulfi]l its assur-
ances and will not allow any
escalation of violence or ten-
ston on the Line of Control or
across Lhe international bor-
der, Rao said.
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