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MAGURA
Cultural function

Feb 9 : A cultural function
was held at Magura Textile
Mills premises under the aus-
pices of Magura Textile Mills
Sramik Karmochari Union, re-
ports UNB.

Nirmal Chandra Sarkar,
Deputy Commissioner of the
district attended the function
as chiefl guest while Police
Super, Abdur Rahim Khan at-
tended as special guest

The function was also ad-
dressed by Faruqul Islam,
President of the Union.

A good number of local
artistes took part in the func-
ton.

PATUAKHALI

1,84,000 tons of
sweet potato to
be produced

Feb 9 : Bangladesh Agricu-
Iture Extension Department
(BAED) has taken-up a progra-
mme to cultivate sweet potato
in eleven southern districts in
the current season, reports
UNB.

Official sources said, about
8600 hectares of land have
been brought under the pro-
gramme.

Bangladesh Agriculture Dev-
elopment Corporation (BADC)
has supplied High Yielding
Variety (HYV) of sceds, fer-
tilizers and other necessary
inputs for the successful imp-
lementation of the pro

it is estimated that about
1.84,000 metric tons of sweet
potato will be produced in the
districts during season under
the scheme.

CoMILLA
One gets S5-yr Rl
for smuggling

Feb 9 : A man was sen-
tenced to five years rigorous
imprisonment on charge of
smuggling. court sources said
here on Saturday, reports
UNB. _

Mohammad Nurul Wadud.
Additional Sessions Judge.
Second Court and Anti-
Smuggling Tribunal No 5 also
fined him Taka 2000, in de-
fault, to sulfer one year more.

The case, in brief, was that
one Rafiqul Islarh was arrested
by the BDR on August 20, 1990
while he along with his ac-
complice was smuggling
Indian sarees into the country.

Acting on secret informa-
tion. BDR men ambushed in
bordering village Pachora and
found them coming from
indian side with two bundles
of sareces on Lheir head. When
challenged they tried to flee
away leaving the bundles be-
hnci and BDR managed to ar-
rest Rafiqul islam.

A casc was flled and police
after investigation submitted
charge sheet against him.

JAMALPUR

3 held, arms
recovered

Feb 9 : Police arrested
three people and recovered
one pipe-gun, one oy pisto
and some explosives [rom
their possession, reports UNB.

Acting on a tip. police
nabbed the miscreants on
January 28 while they were
preparing for dacoity at mid-
night

The arrested are Masum

(18), Munir (20) and Alamgir
(19).
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Renovation work
of post office
complete

ment premises on the
occasion of the 15th National
Scienee and Technology Week,

projects are on
*ﬂhh“hh-
M eight
-rle-u clubs the
Science Mhﬂ"n Club of

Rargamat

roundup

RANGPUR

Kaunia, 8 in Gangac

54 rehabilitation
plans under
implementation

Feb 8 : The district admin-
istration is implementing 54
post-monsoon rehabilitation
projects with an allocation of
373.496 metric tons of wheat
during the current fiscal year
in7u . reports UNB.

Official sources saild the
government has sanctioned
wheat to execute these
schemes under Food for Works
Programme.

Of the total . 9 are
being implemented in sadar
upazila, 8 in Mlttmpuk;:: 11 in
Pi w11 in cha, 6 in
o . hara and
rest 9 in Badarganj upazilas of
the district.

The projects include con-
struction and reconstruction of
roads damaged by last
devastating floods.

Besides, 3713,587 metric
tons of wheat are being dis-
tributed at Pirgan] and

Pirgacha upazilas of dis-
trict during this fiscal year un-

der FWD to execute three wa-

ter development projects.
JHENIDAH

Tk 31.11 lakh
smuggling
goods seized

Feb 9 : Bangladesh Rifles
seized contraband goods worth
about Taka 31.11 from border-
ing districts of Chuadanga,
Meherpur. Jhenidah and
Magura during anti-smuggling
drive in January last, reports
UNB.

BDR sources said a total of
37 smugglers were arrested
and 68 cases filed during the
period. Seized goods include

cattlehead. salt. s . bicycle,
saree, cloth and other materi-
als.

Replying to gquarries,
Colonel Mustafa Anwar.

Commanding Officer of
Chuadanga sald variation of
price level between India and
Bangladesh. on the one hand.
and unemployment and

verty of the bordering peo-
ple. on the other, were the

main causes of smuggling.
SUNAMGANJ

Week-long eye
camp held

Feb 9 : A week-long eye
camp was held at the local au-
ditortum of Derai Upazila of
the district recently, reports
UNB.

It was organised by Gramin
Jonokalyan in coop-
eration with m Chub of
Sylhet and OSB branch.

About 116 cataract palicnis
were o ted upon success-
fully le 1200 eye patients
were given primary treatment

Prof Mizarfur Rahman. Head
of the Department of the
Sylhet MAG Osmani Medical
College conducted the opera-
tons.

TANGAIL

Workshop on
epidemiology

Feb 9 : A week-long work-
shop on epidemiology spon-
sored by World Health

Organisation (WHO) was held
at T | Medical Assistant

Training Centre recently. re-
ports BSS.

Thirty six persons including
twelve doctors, six health in-
spectors, six sanitary ins
tors, six statistjctans six
relevant health officers at-

tended the workshop. Spe-
cialised resource persons

conducted the workshop.
DINAJPUR

Number of drug
addicts on
Increase

these intoxicants.
rople alleged

sel to b-uy
Local

PABNA. The present condition of the mrm Padma at Hardin

Bridge point.

CHAPAINAWABGANJ, Feb 9
: Hundreds of passengers have
been suffering much and the
government is deprived ol
huge amount of loss due to the
gross larities in Western
Zone of the Bangladesh

Addittﬂnal
Commercial r. Western
Zone visited different sections

found some gross irregulari-
tes. _

During his visit. the
Excutive of the railway found
that 120 bags of onion weigh-
ing 3.300 kgs were booked
from Khulna to Rajshahi in-
stead of 6.000 kg. This type of
irregularities were also found
in Jessore Station also.

A large number of
gers travel from Bogra
Ahmed College. Bonarpara and

passen -

not available at these stations.
It was informed to the higher

measure has yet been taken.
The parcels booked from

| other stations are released at

Bogra Station without any
weighing.

Three assistants are needed
for the parcel office at the sta-
tion but at present there are

six assistant. A large quantity of
fertilizers are booked for Bogra

Chief .

of the zone in last October and

Sonatala station but tickets are

Authorities concerned but no

Irregularities in Railway/|
Western Zone

Our Correspondent

but these are not released on
time. The hotline telephone of
the station has been lying out
of order for a long time but no
step has yet been taken to re-
pair it

. The attendance register at
Durmnn Station is not main-

GruE:huMEm hhh

ula.ry though he is -bunl for
four months.

A ticket collector. a tally
clerk and a sweeper are absent
for few years but their names
are still in the attendance reg-
ister at Dinajpur Station.

Pirganj and Shipganj sta-
tions need more wagon to
carry jute to different stations
but the requisite number ol

wagons were not supplied for
the reasons not known. So. the
government is being deprived
of a huge revenue.

The Station Master of
Shympur Station has been
kept under suspension for a
long time on charge of misap-
propriation of money but the
case is still hanging. A tempo-
rary transferred employee at
Badargan| Statiom was directed
to return back Parbatipur
Station but this directive of the
higher authority is not being
carried out.

Six booking clerks have
been working at

. Chapain-a

Chapainawabganj Station
though there are only three

of clerk at this station. It
is informed that these people
arrange posting here through
illegal means,

The telephone bill of Chap-
ainawabganj Station during the
first seven months of 1991
stood at Taka 78,000 which is
18 times more than the pre-
vious year. The higher autho-

rity ordered to withdraw the
NWD facility but the order has
not yet been carried out.

The booking clerks re-
leased 10 bags Postadana in
the name of rebooking it at the

Bogra Station.

A retired employee. Itma-
ddula has been working at
Chapainawabgajn Station like a

regular employee for a long

In 1989, Bright and Com-
pany booked 19 wagons of
cement from Daulatpur to
wanganj. Taking per-
sona) benefit, the then Station
Master took Taka 21,000 less
against the actual rate. The
Audit Department asked him
to pay the amount but  that
amnunt is still not paid. The
Divistional authority informed
that they were going to take
action against the Station
Master.

JAMALPUR, Feb 9: Kidnap-
ping has increased in different
rn- of Jamalpur, Sherpur,

angatl and Mymensingh dis.
tricts in recent times.

Organised gangs of kidnap-
pers are active in places par-
ticularly in border areas of
these districts.

The members of the gangs
kid the children from the
rich illes and demand a
sizeable amount of money as
ransom. The kidnappers
threaten the parties with dire
consequences for non-payment
of ransom and supply of infor-
mations to the law enforcing

. There are reports of
P l!u] lorture of t kid-
napped person in case of fail-
ure to pay the ransom.

it is learnt that the organ-
ised had been carrying
out ir nolorious activities
under the cover of various pro-
fessions.

A few months back, police
unvefled the mystery of a kid-
napping case at village Kowa-
mara under CGopalpur upazila of
Tangatl district where the
lndrr of the gang posed him-

;mvr During the res.

., & school student,

Iht puhnt found that the kid-
nappers had their under-

From Our Correspondent

und room to conceal the

idnapped persons.

According to reliable
source, about 300 persons
were kidnapped for ransom In
Jamalpur, Sherpur. Tangail
and ymensingh districts
during the last eight years.in
one case, a young boy was
killed when his guardians
could not pay the ransom

on schedule.

Police sources said that at
least 327 persons were ar-
rested for kidnapping charge
of whom 23 were convicted by
the courts and the rest are un-
der trial

On December 16 last, Abdul
Halim (14) son of Belal Uddin
of village Chitulia under Ja-
malpur Sadar upazila was kid-
napped and a ransom of Taka
one lakh was demanded for his
release. Hallm was released
after taking Taka 25.000. On
December 24, Mozammel
Huda (19). a student of
Naudhar under Trishal upazila
of Mymensingh district was
kidnapped and he was freed
after taking a ransom of Taka
50.000. One Lutfor Rahman, a
SSC examinee of village
Mankon under Muktagacha
upazila was kidnapped on De-
cember 27 for ransom.

—

Steps against ransom
seekers sought

On April 30.
Motalib of Banglad
was kidnapped from Nandia
Bazar Ferryghat under Ja-
malpur Sadar thana. Later he
was able flee from the hands ol
the kidnappers at dead of
night on the same day.

One police officer of Ja-
malpur told this correspon-
dent that they consider kid-
na cascs and go into ac-
mmgtdhttbv on receipt of
information. However, he ad-
mitted that Alling of false cases
by interested quarters to ha-
rass some onec are also not un-
common. He continued that
besides Police action, the pub-
lic should also be re-
garding the matter. For in-
stance, he said that kidnap-
ping of a minor boy or girl be-
comes easy after making the
victim unconscious. But the
guardians should make their
wards careful of taking any
thing from the unknown per-
SONS.

1988, one
esh Army

. the young stu-
hm-hnuﬂhcuhdtnht

cautious of making

friendship. M-Iwuld-hobc
careful of visiting unknown

places at the invitation of the
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CHANDPUR: Dr Mobarak Ali Akhand, Director! National Scionce Museum visiting
different stalls at science fair held at Chandpur Govt College recently.
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Notes from

Sylhet

From Our Correspondent
SYLHET. Feb 9: A daring
thelt was committed at a shop
of Ajmirigan] upazila headquar-
ters of the district recently.

It is reported that at the
midnight of the incident. a
gang of thieves entered into
the shop of one Nitai Roy by
breaking open the locks. They
took away gold ornaments
worth about Taka 1.50 lakh
and Taka 25.000 in cash from
the iron safe of the shop.

A case in this connection
had already been registered
with the police.

Cow lifter killed

An alleged cow-lifter was
killed in grappling with the
houseowner at village
Nayakhail under Jaintapur
upazila recently .

According to the reports, at
about 9 PM on the night of in-
cident, a gang of miscreants
entered into the cowshed of
the house by breaking open
the locks. Being aware of it,
the houseowner tried to resist
them and then ensued grap-
pling resulted the death of a
thief on the spot. The other
members of the gang. however
managed to escape

Police recovered the body
and sent it to the Sylhet MAG
Osmany Medical College
Hospital for post-mortem.

Police recovered two bodies
from the river KMushiyara at
lL.ama Meherpur arca of the
district recently.

it is gathered that. Jamsh-
ed Ali (50) and Aziruddin (30)
ol village Chandarpur were
missing since the armed clash
took place at Sunampur village
under Golapggnj upazila.

The bodies were sent to the
Sylhet MAG Osmany Medical
College Hospital for post-
mortem.

Police had arrested two
persons {n this connection, it
is leamnt.

(Goods worth over

Tk 1.50 lakh seized

Smuggling goods worth
about Taka one lakh 70 thou-
sand and 900 were seized by
the police of Gowainghat PS
recently.

On getting secret informa-
tion a police party from the
thana seized 55 bags of Indian
sugar near village Lengura .
They also arrested three per-
SONS .

A case in this connection
had already been started with
the police.

Four killed over
land dispute

Four persons were killed at
village Fatehpur under
Golapganj upazila af the dis-
trict recently.

It is reported that a clash
took place between two rival
groups over a previous land
dispute. Following this clash,
four killed and at least 30
others were injured

Police arrested five persons
in this regard The arrested
persons are Panki Miah,
Rashid Ali, Torab Ali, Suruk
Miah and Umar All.

Postal staff
steal stamps

MALDICOURT (Noakhali),
Feb 9: Some dishonest em-
ployees of Chaumuhani Sub-
Post Office are nnnhn.g l..ll!l.
fixed on the enve ra Eo
to the hundreds ol re

abroad, re

m?l‘m -Ikﬁmthm ulth
letter bearing such stamps
costs upto Taka 256. These
racketeers after taking away
the stamps threw away the let-
ters to the waste paper basket
which never reach their ad-
dressee.

It is also reported that the
racketeers working in the
Postal Department are involved
in such malpractices earning
huge money by selling these
stamps to other parties after-
wards.

Local people urged the au-
thorities to take punitive mea-
sures inst corrupt employ-
ees of the Postal Department

after proper enquiry.

— Star photo
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Fuel scarcity hits
irrigation

From Our Correspondent

BOGRA. Feb 9: The pump
machines under operation for
irrigation to the IRRI fields in
different upazilas of the dis-
trict have been facing closure
due to acute scarcity of fuel.

It is learnt that the local
branch of Bangladesh Agri-
cultural Development Cor-
poration (BADC) has failed to
supply fuel to the owners of
the shallow tubewells and co-

operative krishi managers

When contacted. one low-
lift pump scheme r of
Sonatola area told that they
were purchasing the diesel
and mobil at exorbitant prices
due to frregular supply of it.

When asked about the cause
of non-availability of fuel here,
the local BADC office inhrrrqi
that actually there ‘was no
scarcity but they could not

manage the same to supply
from district town to the re-
motest areas for bad commu-
nication.

Floating people

Influx of floating people in
the district town is {

alarmingly and have been pol-
luting the atmosphere for the
last few months.

Official sources said that of
the total 27 lakh population
two lakh are floating people.
These people rush towards the
town in search of food and job.

Facing the severe food cri-
sis, many people come to the
town with the hope of getting
johhutuwyhﬂtn it

and as a result most of
including their children resort
to begging and sometimes they
commit anti-social activities.

Jute smuggling along
Satkhira border

From Our Correspondent

SATKHIRA. Feb 9 : The bor-
der markets of India are now
flooded with good quality of
Bangladeshi jute. The growers

“aof jute of the country did not

get fair price this year,

The smugglers avalled the
opportunity and smuggled out
jut to earn more profit with
surplus benefit of higher valu-
ation of Indian Rupee.

On the otherhand, the bor-
der markets of Satkhira are
flooded with Indian diesel and
kerosine as these items have
more demand in the country.

Despite drives by the task
force, the smuggling of various
items are going on, it is in-
formed.

The owners of vehicles,
deep tubewells, shallow tube-
wells of the border areas of the
district have been using smug-
gle Indian diesel as it is avail-
able at cheaper prices while
patrol and it by-products like
diesel, kerosine of the country
are sold here at an exorbitant
prices,

The petroleum Corporation
authority ts very much worried
over such ala situation of
the marketing of petroleum
goods.

When contacted. the fuel
dealers and agents of the
petroleum products of differ-
ent companies like Padma,
Jamuna, and Meghna told this

correspondent that the con-
sumers prefer Indian diesel
and and kerosine as these are
available in the local markets
at a lower price,

Acute scarcity of pure
drinking water has posed a se-
rious problem to the people in
the rural areas of the district.

According to reports. the
existing number of tubewells is
quite inadequate to meet the
need of the growing demand.

it is learnt from the official
source that there were 18 lakh
people in the district and
13,085 tubewells. Of which,
1576 are lying out of order.

Out of the disorder tube-
wells, 215 are in Satkhira
sadar. 209 in Tala. 196 in
Shymnagar. and 96 in Debhata
upazilas of the district. The
tubewells have remained out of
order for three years. No ef-
fective steps has yet been
taken to resink or replace the
old ones.

A myste-
rious disease that broke out in
H,nt:lgan] upazila of the district
¢ three lives last week,
reports UNB,

The victims were identi-
fied as: Ruizan (40}, wife of
Upen and Zamila Khatun (50),
wife of Faraket of village
Ganapati and Abdul Jabbar
(60). of Basantapur village of
the upazila.

Tribal insurgents_
leave huge arms

RANGAMATI, Feb 9
Security forces in Rangamati,
Khagrachari and Bandarban hill
districts captured a huge quan-
tity of arms and ammunition
through encounters with tribal
terrorists during the last three
years ending January this year,
reports UNB.

Zonal military officials said.
the captured arms, ammuni-
tilon and accessories were
made in China, India. the
United Kingdom and
Czechoslovakia.

The recovered arms and
ammunition are : SMG- 40,
SMC - 155. mortar -10. short
gun -465, rifles -396, grenade
-284, mine -2, revolver and
pistol -568, rocket lancer -one.
small gun -211. country made
improvised gun -289, wireless
set -2, explosives -265 pounds
and ammunition -2.97 lakh.

Moreover, a sizeable quan-
tity of arms and ammunition
have also been deposited by

the tribal terrorists who gave
themselves up to the security

forces and the local adminis-
tration.

Some arms and ammunition
were also recovered by peace-
loving villagers both tribal and
non-iribal from extortionists
who would come to collect
money at gun point, the
sSOouUrces

Another report
thgrlchl.rl adds :

from
Security

forces recovered the body of a
tribal terrorist and some arms
and ammunition after an en-
counter with the insurgents at
in Panchari Upazila of

the district Thursday.

According to official
sources, security forces also
recovered one sub-machine
gun. 19 rounds of ammunition.
one and few docu-
ments related to insurgency.

Local tribals identified the
body as Niru Chakma. the
sources added.

Pregnant housewife

beaten to death

PABNA. Feb 9: A pregnant
housewife of village Kasim
Malanchi of Sujanagar U
was allegedly beaten to
by her husband for non-pay-
ment of dowry money. police
said, reports UNB.

According to family sources.
Abdul Wahab Mollah was tor-
turing his wife Rubtya Khatun,

daughter of Md Fazlur Rahman
for since their marriage.
When Rubiya refused to

bring the dowry money from
her poor father on January 30,
Wlluh mmu-mw

dled on thl: 1 il

The hody was sent o
morgue for autopsy. A case has
hun filed with Sujanagar Po-

4 held w1th huge
forged seals, stamps

TANGAIL. Feb 9 :

-nd recovered huge forged
stamps. documents and deedp
in connection with a forgery
case on Friday, rts BSS,

Tarapada Sikdar, Sub-
Inspector of Police, Tangail
thana led the operation teo
catch Mohammad Al, Sukur
Mohammad, Moksed All, and
Moynal Haq from Betka,
Beltabart and Kazipur villages
under Sadar upaztla.

Police said during the oper-
ation they recovered 110 seals
of different courts. sub-regis-
trars offices, many old deeds,
forged documents. stamps of

British and Pakistani period

Tangaill

police arrested four persons /

along with chemicals. pen. ink
I.ndnthu‘mltcrhh.

The sources said that the
forgers would use the old writ-
ten stamps to make forged
documents of land property.

A S M Salahuddin Khan,
Assistant humﬂp.
Second Court re-
cently convicted Mir Zahurul
Islam Badsha and sentenced
him to underge rigorous im-

E:mmlhrh-muﬂl
of Taka one thousand.

In default to the fine, he
will have to suffer another

tlrmnfthmmﬂ!lrw

imprisonment, the judgement
said.



