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A New Service For

The Burily Star

We are pleased to announce
that The Dafly Star has made
an arrangement with the Third
World Network to use its fea-
tures on a regular exclusive
basis. The first report of the

Network appears today on
Page 6.

The Malaysia-based Net-
work offers features written by
top-ranking journalists from
within the region and outside
on problems and issues facing
the Third World. with particu-
lar reference to Asia,

DO NOT MISS IT'!

Editor

NEWS BRIEES
Goodwill team to
visit CIS

The government will dis-
patch a 20-member delegation
to the Commonwealth of
Independent States (CIS) on
February 18 on a three:-week
goodwill mission aimed at re-
newing political and economic
rapport with the newly
emerged independent off-
shoots of the former Soviet
Union. A Foreign Office source
tlold UNB yesterday that State
Minister for Textiles Major
(Retd) M A Mannan will lead
the delegation composed of
representatives from Eth pub
lic and private sectors.

BDR team leaves
for India today

A seven-member Bangla-
desh Rifles delegation leaves
here today for India to
&I"llﬁlplu in' the four-day

rder coordination confer-
ence beginning foday at
Shiliguri. Brigadier Muhammad
Iftekharul Bashar, Deputy
Director General, BDR, will
lead Bangladesh team while
Indian side will be led by Ranju
Das, inspector General, Border
Security Forces of North
Bengal Frontier, Shiliguri, re-

ports BSS.
Extended meet of
BNP EC Feb 25

The two-day extended
meeting of the national execu-
tive commitiee of BNP will be-

8in here on February 25.BSS.
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' Sporadic incidents mark first

day of transport strike

By Staff Correspondent

A transport strike for an in-
definite period

The first day of the strike
was marked by stray incidents
of violence in which several
buses were damaged around
the country while most buses,
trucks, mini-buses and tank-
lorries went off the soads. Only
a handiul of the state-run
BRTC buses and government
vehicles engaged in emergency
food supplies operated on the

The strike called by the

Association, a platform of own-
ers, began at 6 am Saturday to
press for their 19-point char-
ter of demands. The 45,000-
member strong Association
demands reduction in fuel
rices to the pre-Gulf war
l. reduction of duty on
spare stoppage to ille
toll munn. increase in
time for pa t of pre-
sumptive tax uﬂmdmenu'-ﬂ::
tion of the route permit fis-
suance system.
The strike was called Friday

-

after a series of meetings be-
tween the leaders of the
Assoclation and the govern-
ment failed. No further nego-
tiations with the government
took place since the beginning
of the strike and Association
leaders ssed their strong
determination to continue the

programme.

In the capital. all city buses
did not operste while only a
few packed BRTC buses were
secn CArTying passengers.

Commuters fa tremen-
dous difficulties in getting
transports during office hours.
H-:iv were seen walking to-
wards their destinations. It
was a heyday for the rickshaw
pullers and the autorickshaw
drivers as they raised their
fares. Thousands of passengers
on the inter-district routes
were stranded as they fatled 1o
reach their destinations belore
the strike began.

The inter-city bus stations
at Gabtolli, Syedabad and
Mohakhali wore a desoclate
look and buses. trucks and
mini-buses were seen parked
at various alley-ways around
the city.

!

Several passenger buses
came under attack and a num-
ber of people were injured
during the day. One person
was injured when a Dhaka-
bound night coach from
Chittagong was damaged at
about 10.30 am at ra on

Demra police sald that the
passenger bus of M R
Parfbahan was damaged
and its driver Md Habibullah
injured. The attackers also
ook away Taka 820 from the
conductor of the night coach.
police said.

A BRTC press release
Saturday night said that nine of
its buses and two trucks were
damaged during the strike

Demra police said that a
BRTC bus driver was assaulted
Saturday alternoon at
station, near the capital.

A night coach carrying
newspapers also came under
attack in Khulna, our stafl cor-
respondent reports. The surike
was observed in the district
and all buses and trucks stayed
ofl the roads.

Meanwhile, private car
owners queued-up in front of
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the fuel stations in the capital
fedring short supply as the
tank-lorries also joined the
strike. ;

Supply of vegetables, fish
and other farm ucts was
also hampered due to the
sirike. Prices in the ecity
bazaars recorded a slight in-
crease.

Orgamisers of the sirike
claimed that the first day of
the strike was observed
"peacefully”.

They sald that a peaceful
strike was observed in Dhaka
Chittagong Rajshahi, Khulna,

Mymensingh, Faridpur, Pabna,
Bogra, Tangail, Jamalpur, Ra-

ngpur, Dinajpur. Panchagarh,
Jessore, Kushtia, Comilla,
Noakhali. Feni, Rangamaiti.

Barisal, Patuakhali and Cox’s
Bazar districia.

The Executive President of
the Bangladesh Road Trans-
port Assoclation Alhaj A K
Joynul Abedin told The Daily
Star that they would continue
the strike programme until
the government reduced the
luel prices to the pre-Gull war
level, their foremost demand

Sec Page 12 Col 2

Rickshaws reigned the city streets yesterday as buses were off the mad.u due to the countrywide transport strike. —Star photo

800 cyclone shelters

in phases : PM

HATIYA. Feb 8 : Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
today said 800 multi-purpose
cyclone shelters would be
constructed, in phases . in the
coastal areas under the Taka
1,500-crore Post-Cyclone
Rehabilitation Programme. re-
ports BSS.

"Under the programme,
100 kilometre embankment
would also be constructed and
more than 600 edu-
cational {nstitutions and
mosques would be repaired”,
she said while laying the foun-
dations stone of a cyclone shel-
ter in Sunnar Char here. )

The shelter is one of the six
to be constructed in the dis-
trict by the Bangladesh Red
Crescent Society under its
Disaster Preparedness
Programme, The shelter (s
being constructed with the fi-
nancial help from the Japanese
government Besides, the
Netherlands, the United

Kingdom, 'Germany. Norway
and the International
Federation of Red Cross and
Red Crescent Society would
provide financial help for the
project. '

The function was also ad-
dressed by foreign Minister A
S M Mostafizur Rahman, State
Minister for Textile Abdul
Mannan, Chairman of
Bangladesh Red Crescent
Society Syed Shahidul Hugq
Jamal, MP, Professor Waliullah
MP. Begum Halima Khatun,
MP, US ambassador Willlam B

Milan, Japanese ambassador in
Bangladesh, Toshio Saiki,
Secretary ' General of

Bangladesh Red Crescent
Society Major {Retd) Ali Hasan
Quoreshi and Secretary of
Noakhali Red Crescent Society
A BM Zakaria.

Messages of Presidents of
International Federation of
Red Cross and Red Crescent

See Page 12 Col 4

Milon murder case : Four
examined on first day

By Staff Correspondent

The trial of the accused in
the Dr Milon murder case be-
gan Saturday in the court of
the Additional Sessions Judge
in Dhaka.

Dr Shamsul Alam Khan
Milon was shot dead by some
miscreants November 27,
1990, during the mass upsurge
against the autocratic Ershad
regime.

On the first day of the trial
M Joynal Abedin. a Sub-
inspector (Sl) of police, who
registered the case on
November 27. 1990 at Ramna
police station. was examined
and cross-examined in the
court of the additional
Sessions Judge, M Ismail Mia.

Selina Akhter. Mahmuda
Alam and Tawhid Alam Khan,
mother, wife and brother of
the victim respectively were
also examined.

Though Dr Mostaq Hossain,
plaintiff in the cm:qm asked
to be present before the Judge

yesterday. he was absent

Of the 14 accused in the
murder, Sanaul Haque Niru,
Liaquat. Nannu. Masud. Liton,
Shawkat. Morshed. a retired
police Havilder Jamaluddin
.Mirza Masud. Ashis, and
Hamid, arrested so far, were
brought to the Court yesterday.

The other four accused in
the murder, Golam Faruque
Obhi Kamrul Ahsan Sajal. Asfaq
and Jewel are abgcnnd]l?llg.

The charge sheet prepared
January 1, 1992, accusing the
14 persons was placed before
the Judge.

The First Information
Report (FIR) registered with
Ramna police after the murder
in which only six; Niru, Obht,
Sajal, Masud, Mirza Mahmud
and Jamaluddin were accused
of committing the murder was
also placed. :

In the charge sheet it was
stated that the accused were

See Page 12 Col 2

Solanki retracts statement on

NEW DELHI, Feb 8: India,
after years of insisting that its
nuclear programme was for
peaceful purposes, hinted
strongly today that it was a
threshold nuclear power, re-
poris Reuter.

External Affairs Minister
Madhavsinh Solanki told a
news conference: (A) bomb is
part of defence preparedness

and we have our defence pre-
paredness. |
Another reports says,

Solanki today retracted his
statement.

He initially refused to elabo-
rate on the statement in re-
sponse (o persistent question-
ing. saying it was primarily a
defence ministry matter.

"We would not like to go
into details.” he said.

But his ministry said later

that Solanki had meant that
Pakistan had a bomb as part of
its defence preparedness
while India had its own forms
of defence.

"Their bomb, our prepared-
ness,” a ministry spokesman
said. 7S

India, which exploded a nu-
clear device in 1974, insists
that its nuclear programme is
for peaceful purposes. The
ministry said that policy was

Diplomats say both India
and Pakistan., which have
fought three wars shnce inde-
pendence from Britain in
1947, are threshold nuclear
powers.

Solanki was replying to a
question on whether [ndia
would consider developing a
nuclear weapon in the lght of

a Washington Post report
quoting stan's top foreign
aflairs official, as saying it
could assemble at least one
nuclear ‘device'.

Central Intelligence Agency
(CIA) director Robert Gates
told AUS Senate hearing on
January 156: "We have no reason
to believe that either India or
Pakistan maintains assembled
or deployed nuclear bombs.”

"But such weapons could be
assembled quickly and both
countries have combat aircraft
that could be modified to de-
liver them In a crisis.”

India’s Solanki was speak-
ing amid heightened tension
between India and Pakistan
over the disputed Himalayan
border territory of Kashmir,
India’'s only Muslim-majority
state, :

"Two of the three Indo-
Pakistani wars have been over
Kashmir and Pakistan controls
a third of the territory. Their
troops face each other across a
tense, UN-monitored Ceasefire
Line.

AP adds: He accused
Pakistan of escalating tenston
along the border of the
Jammu-Kashmir while
advocating peace at the same
time.

Solanki said not much Im:-
portance should be attached to
the -Pakistan government's
statements that it would block
a proposed march into India by
Muslim militants Tuesday.

He said Pakistan's public
pronouncements were not
matched by action. "Certain
other allled developments

Sce Page 12 Col 6
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Degree exams

uncertain as
talks fail

By Masud Arif

teachers have decided
ahead with their work
ntion programme ignor-
a call by the government
conduct the ensuing Degree
hons.

The three-hour negotiations
tween the government and
different teachers associa-
falled last night with no
immediate prospects for sohu-

fes
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The holding of Degree ex-
ns under the Dhaka
and Chit universities,
scheduled to begin from
February 10 and 12 respec-
tively, remains uscertain.

The Ministry of Education,
in & press note issued last
night, u:cd the teachers to
conduct examinations and
hoped that the teachers would
withdraw their strike pro-

gramme.
Following the [aflure of talks
the leachers have decided to
convene a grand rally in Dhaka
on February 15 o press their

|

demands. Besides, protest ral-
lbes will be held in all district
headquarters from February
10,

The negotiation held in the
Ministry of Education was par-
ticipated by 18 representatives
of different teachers associa-
tions. Those who represented
the teachers. among others,
are: Sheikh Amanullah,
Chairman. Bangladesh Feder-
ation of Teachers Associations,
AKM Shahidullah, Secretary
General of the Federation. Kazi
Farooq. Secretary Oeneral
Bangladesh College Teachers
Association. Qamruzzaman,
Secretary General, School
Teachers' Aasociation, Dr M
Akhtaruzzaman. President,
College -University Teachers
Assoclation. The government
side was represenied by
Jamiruddin Sircar. the
Education Minister. Abdul
Matin Chowdhury the Home
Minister. Rafigul Islam Mia,

See Page 12 Col 8
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Nervous Myanmar junta

tightens hold over
civilian population

From A Special Correspondent

BANGKOK. Feb 8: The in-
termational community has
reached a dead-end in its ef-
jorts to force the military junta
in Myanmar o give up Iits
power in favour of the demo-
cratically elected government
qu.u.nf San Suu Kyl according
o well-informed diplomatic

These sources, in ‘regular
contact with foreign missions
in Yangon. rule out any possi-
bility of such a change "even
within a year or so." one ob:
server puts it

Meanwhile, there are all the
indications that the junta has
tightened its hold over the
civilian population, especially
students, teachers, monks and
even civil servants.

"What was until recently an
authoritarian regime has now
tumed into a police state,” says
a diplomat who has just re-
turned here from a trip to

b { n

ith: the university In
Yangon, a foothold of the pro-
democracy radicals, scheduled
to reopen next Friday. the
junta is likely o introdues new
measures to thwart any up-

See Page 12 Col 7

Yangon may drag

heels over
Rohingya issue

By A Special

Correspondent
BANGKOK., Feb B! The
Myanmar authorities are in
"no hurry® te solve the

Rohingya problem, but they
rule out the danger of an
armed conflict with

Bangladesh, according to

diplomatic sources here.
Sce Page 12 Col 7
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Shaheed Dan

Azad., by virtue of the
largest-selling Bengalt .
a tmpact.
While the Observer ook on
an increasingly anti-

tween a fascination for Urdu

and a recognition that
Bengali's claim could not be
ignored either.

The Azad led the attack on
Khwaja Nazimuddin after the
then chiel minister of East
Bengal claimed in parliament
on Fe 25, 1948, that, "It
is the feeling of most Inhabi-
tants of East Pakistan that only

Urdu can be accepted as
(Pakistan's) state :
Nazimuddin made the

comment alter Dhirendranath
Dutia, a member of of the
See Page 12 Col 7

No room for
killers in
AL : Hasina

By Staff Correspondent

Shetkh Hasina has sasd that
the Indemmnity Act must he re-

o' uproot the politics of
tlling. consptracy, coup and
lerrorism for ever.

Hasina, the Awami
Chief and the Leader of the
O tion in Parllament, was

ressing a workers' meeting
Saturday afternoon held at the
central party office.

Presided over by the City
Unit President Muzaffar Ho-
addressed. among other AL
leaders. by Abdus Samad Azad,
Abdur Razzak. Tolacl Ahmed,
Mohammad Nasim and Begum
Matia Clﬂudhm‘y. :

"The wvalilant workers of
Awami are being killed

by agents inside the party (AL)
or by terrorists sheltered in

their own party,” the
Opposition leader said in' an
oblique reference to the ruling

chocolatey taste.

Packed with vitamins.
Packed with energy.
Packed with taste.




