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In Foreign Lands They
Languish

The number of e ladesh n-uumt;}lu ;‘m;ig in
foreign countries’ as been put by Foreign
Minister AS M Hujllnﬂzur Rahman at 1885. m'ru
official placed at the Ja on Tu-
esday mtu . The nctuq:lnnum of jatled

in fore countries in all likelihood is
much higher. the list of countries having
nationals in their jalls one spectacular

omission is India. Then the number of
nationals in Japanese jails has been put only at

seven and in re is 280.
A series of re s carried in different dailies a

few months back however indicated that even In
Japan and Pakistan the number of jailed
Bangladesh nationals was in the region or several
thousands. And it is incompreh le that not a
single person from Ba desh has landed in
Indian jails. But the ditlerence of a couple of
thousands between the official figure and ac-
tual figure is not going to substantially diminish
or increase ent responsibilities involved
in the matter. Individually. tho , the tragedy
may be (0o agonising to be consoled and too dev-
asta to be compensated.

Not countries are embarrassed to have their
nationals in foreign countries' jails, but fortu-
nately some are. For countries like Bangladesh
the issue, however delicate it may be, is no more

nfully embarrassing. That people's desperation
orces them to accept dubious ofilers, come what
may. stems from the very socio-economic factors
which are far from be the ideal. Even granted
that the government f short of its duties in
ensuring employment for all, there has to be
clear distinction between and am the offences
that have landed the people from adesh in
jails in foreign countries.

Certainly there are people who have committed
serious crimes to find their ways behind bars,
then there are others who have either deceived
or been deceived and still others who simply are
innocent victims. So far as the criminals are con-
cerned, the ladesh government cannot do
much about them. In deception cases, those who
have fallen victim to others' notoriety certainly
deserve com on and they should be helped
out of the situation. And the innocent victims de-
serve all the help and cooperation possible under
the circumstances.

In this context the government has a lot to do
about the infamous manpower export agencies
who have accounted for unmitigated tragedies of
hundreds of families. Considering the pressure of
unemployment in the country, the government
should particularly take upon itself the task of
exploring more job markets abroad. The govern-
ment initiative, for instance, immediately after
Kuwalit had been freed, left much to be desired.
In a competitive world it is not easy to wrest
initiative from others who are equally, if not
more, under pressure to provide jobs for their
nationals. Second, the government responsibi-
lities extend further in that it must eliminate the
slightest risks of job-seekers falling victim to
manpower ncies' deception.

As for the duties of the embassies of

esh abroad, not all is well on the foreign
employment front too. They can certainly gear up
their works to integrate their diplomatic acttvi-
ties with exploration of job markets and brin-

ﬁl an end to illegal immigration of B a-
esh nationals abroad. But as long as the de-
mand for cheap labour will be there in for-

eign countries and the Bangladesh nationals' re-
quirement for foreign jobs will be so pre- ssing,
legal measures alone will not prove to be quite
adequate. The best way is to create opportunities
consistent with demographic and other factors.

Rouse Rabble, for a Rouble
Th

are all at it in the former Soviet Union
nowadays. Trying, that is, to make a fast buck
out of the chaotic crumbling of the once-
powerful, once-communist, ex-empire. According
to a report published in the press last Thurs-
day. Moscow city authorities have recently
decided to impose a fee on holding of street
demonstrations. Organisers of such events —
assuming that Moscow demonstrations are
indeed organised affairs — are now required to
pay the city administration an unspecified
amount, in addition to getting the mayor's prior
permission. ’

This move iljustrates the extent to which
Russtan autnorities now find themselves search-
ing for sources of extra revenue. However, it is
also indicative of the speed with which old bu-
reaucrats seem to be learning the tricks of the
new trade called capitalism. After all, why
shouldn’t they demand a price from thousands of
people, many of whom may be nothing more than
just rabble-rousers, for marching on roads and
avenues that were built for different pu
altogether? And what about the cost to ensure
security and discipline durifig demonstrations, as
well as drafting in extra traffic policemen to
untangle all the jams that inevitably build up
during these marches? When extra cost is
incurred, somebody has to pay for it. So why not
charge the demonstrators themselves, rather
than fork out the cash from the city's own funds?

Tales of problems created by street demons-
trations would easily find sympathetic ears in our
capital city as well. Most of our streets, particu-
larly In the vast expanse from Motijheel upto
Manik Mia Avenue, are now under occupation of
organisers of street events, from major cultural
outfits to ln.slfniﬂcanl political parties who prob-
ably could not muster enough votes to save their
d its In a Ward Commissioner election.

oscow's action well make some officials

in the Dhaka City Corporation think that there
may still be something in the old USSR from
which we could learn. But beware! The Russian
overnment is already facing accusations that
oscow's action is nothing more than a ploy to
silence anti-government agitation which is
showing signs of gathering steam. In our case,
since street events have become part of the
national culture, and since "development” of the
city in the past decade and a half has obliterated
such fm rally areas as the Paltan Maidan etc.,
any decision by DCC officials to emulate their
bureaucratic cousins in Moscow may well meet
with extreme hostility. Worse, it may. like

millions of other rules and regulations, stm
ed, making the DCC look foolish. Wﬁlgl.g:}'
uscovites are capable of such wonderfully

giﬁde ndent and unregulated behaviour is not

T 1s business as usual for
the arms traders in the
Middle East, deapite
calls for arms control after the
Gulfl war. Free marketing
publicity came from the US-
dominated media during the
war. Now the ofl-rich regimes
in the region are clamouring to

re-equip and ex their
armed ?ﬂrvn with the latest
and mosl

sophisticated
armaments and warplanes.
Although much was made of
the precision of the new high-
tech weaponry, seven per
cent of the bombs dropped
were “smart’ ones; the other
93 per cent were fble
for the slaughter of up to
200,000 Iraqis.

Since the Gulf war, the US
has announced .$18 billion of
deals with the Arabs and
Israclis. Many other deals are
in the pipeline. At the Dubai
International Air Fair in
November 1991, where the
high-tech stars of the war
were on show, McDonnell
Douglas confirmed that Saudi
Arabia would buy 72 F-15
fighter bombers worth $4 bil-
lilon. The major US arms
maker is also hoping to scll 26
F-158 to the Unitéd Arab
Emirafts.

Kuwait is keen to buy 356
FA-18s bombers and last
spring Egypt signed agree-
ments with the US for more
than $2 billon in military aid
to buy 46 F-16 fighter planes.
In addition, the Patriot anti-
missile system has been
ordered by Saudi Arabia,
Turkey and Bahrain.

European defence manulfac-
turers are increasingly con-
cerned about the US hold on
the lucrative Middle East arms
market in the aftermath of the
Gulf war.

However, as the US's natu-
ral ally, Britain has not done
too badly. With plans to double
the size of its armed forces,
Saudi Arabia announced In
November 1991 .the purchase

FTER a most disastrous

1991, the Philippines

has hardly any other
way to go but up.

The climb will be thomy.
but at least the people will
have a say on the choice of
direction and as to who will
mind the store.

The nation's attention is
now riveted on the general
clections scheduled May 11,
this year. The polls will clean
the entire elective slate, from
the president ol the republic
to the lowest municipal coun-
cilor.

There is prevalent feeling
that such a su changing
of the guard will presage
better times.

With President Cory
Aquino's avowed retirement at
the end of her term June 30,
an unprecedentedly large
number of candidates — eleven
of them at the last count —
have announced their bid for
the presidency. Among them is
the irrepressible former first
lady, Mrs Imelda Romualdez
Marcos.

This overflow situation in
the presidential derby is
regarded as both good and bad.
Good because the candidates
are forced to dream up the
mosl persuasive programmes
to solve the country’s ills; but
bad because of the likelihood
the ultimate winner could be

In the wake of the Gulf war arms control was high on the agenda. Yet today the lucrative
arms trade, the world's second biggest business after oil, is thriving again in the volatile
Middle East. As Gemini News Service reports, the merchants of death are cashing in on
the political susceptibilities of the regimes there and further militarising the region.

of Tornado and Hawk Aghter
ts from British Aecrospace.
United Arab Emirates has
ordered Hawk 100s and is
also negotiating a missile deal
with London.

Since 1988 the arms trade
had been declining Defence
contractors faced a fnancial
squeeze and East-West tension
evaporated and NATO coun-
tries scaled down their de-
fence budgets. According lo
the Stockholm International
Peace Research Institule

(SIPRI) the global market in
conventional arms shrunk by
35 per cent in just one year
from 1989 w 1990,

Many believe that the
demonisation of the Iraqi
President — to whom the West
had no qualms in seling arms
— was aimed at creating a bo-
geyman to justify the arms
trade in the post-Cold war
world.

As Weslern countries fur-
ther cut their defence budgets
in the post-Soviet world, ex-

Top arms exporters

Third World exports only 1% but imports 5§% of world's arms
Top arms importer in 1990 was Saudi Arabla

==

::n- are lkely to grow to the
iddle East — an area with a
potent combination of wealth,
unrepresentative rnments
and tical ins :

arms trade cuts across
ideoclo barriers: Commu-
nist China arms some of the
mosl reactionary regimes in
the world, including Saudi
Arabla and Iran. Under Mao,
China derided the West's
readiness to sell weapons for
profit or as a substitute for
diplomacy, yet it is now
helping Iran with the early
stages of Tehran's nuclear
programme.

It is also believed that China
supplied Syria earlier last year
with M-8 ballistic missfles and
Saudi Arabia with nuclear-

~ capable CSS-2 missfles.

This has prompted the US
to ask Beijing to st the
Missile Technology Centrol
Regime (MTCR), an interna-
tional forum started In 1987
after Western concerns about
the spread of ballistic technol-
ogy.

Finding 1t difficult o beat
tanks in (0 tractors, the east
Europeans are now marketing
their defence Industries.
Earlicr last yrar, Czechoslo-
vakia sold T-72 tanks to Syria.
The deal was condemned by
the US as “destabilising” the
Middiec East, in the very week
in which Washington announ-
ced a new programme of
military sales to its regional
alles

Sales to the region from the
former Soviet Undon have also
increased. Russia is selling off
cheaply military equipment
from the former Soviet army's

::m: arms exporter in the
East — has proposed a
global

arms conitrel pre-

3

Last June BDBritish Prime
Minister John Major proposed
a of international arms
deals, with buyers and supph-
ers required to provide
inlormation. He also called for

ter “transparency” in arms
transfers to check prolifera-
tion of weapons -wide.

Many observers welcomed
this with enthusiasm. Said

dented move could be a great
step forward and s most
welcome. It will bring some
ness to the secret world

the arms trade.”
However, the main arms-
making couniries do not

May 11 Polls Presage Better

Times for the Philippines

Baldomero T. Olivera writes from Manila

In any case, with so many
candidates vying for the presi-
dency, a high level of election
spending during the coming
campaign is expected 1o
stimulate the economy.

The inmrrﬂn? administra-
tion will be with a num-

ber of serious problems.
Poverty stfll stalks the land.

The ecconomy is wobbling at
near zero rate ol growth.

Government s rs under
mounting budgetary deficits,
while no definitive formula has
been developed to solve the
increasing burden of foreign
debts.

Unemployment is a night-
mare. Thousands of jobs were
slipping away with the ongoing
withdrawal of the American
military bases, not to mention
the mounting recessionary
trend in the economy and the
serious dislocation caused by
the eruption of ML Pinatubo
volcano last June.

Infrastructure and utilities
shortages remain acute,
Brownouts stand lo worsen
before they are remedied.

That is the bad news. But
there is good news, too. Slowly
but surcly, the economy will

begin perking up In 1992,
according o mosl experts.

There 1s a bumper harvest
of rice this scason. There are
plans 10 export the surplus
stock.

The communist insurgency
and rightist rebelifon are both
"under control,” according to
the securily authorities who

ingly landed only one gold
medal short of winning the

championship of the Soulheast
Asian Games hosted by Manila
last November, while song-
stress Lea Salonga made her
countrymen prouder yel when
she won top honours as
Broadway actress alter her ear-
lter successes on the London

The May 11 polls will clean the entire elective slate,
from the president down to town councilors. There is a
feeling that such a summary changing of the guard

will presage better times

promise “substantial stability”
in the coming year.

With the expected stability,
foreign invesiments will
trickle in especially as indus-
trial ecstales are being devel-
oped to altract fnvestors.

And in the face of unprece-
dented natural disasters in
1991, the people experienced
an cxhilarating sense of
national pride as a result of
Filipino successes in athletics

and the performing arts.
The Philippines surpris-

s

stage.
Finally, a strong feeling of
nationalism was aroused when
the Philippine Senate voted to
remove foreign troops from
the Philippine territory. The
US is scheduled to clear the
naval base at Subic bay within
this year after being forced to
vacate the airforce base at
Clark Field by the eruption of
Mt Pinatubo volcano last June.
Thus the last vest of
colonialism shall be finally
erased from Philippine terri-

Letters for publication in these columns should bel
addressed te the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.

tions must bear the writer's real name, s

Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
ignature and
address. _

Structural
T e

Sir. The need for a sound
and suitable urban planning
and development {s paramount
today for Dhaka — a deve
village. when considered in
the perspective of a modern
city compared to Asian cities,
not to speak of the western
ones. With burgeoning popula-
tion influx into Dhaka, a
greater city needs to be
planned right now in broad
future perspectives/outlooks
comprising extended neigh-
bouring sub-urban areas.

The zonal plans for such ar-
eas as Senpara Parbata, Badda,
Khilkhet are well-known when
over 32 years have elapsed
after the government acquired
these areas for development
but of late has de-requisitioned
at least two areas without im.
plementing any development.
Not long ago on August 30,
1990, the autocrat past gov-
ernment thro its Gazette
brought all areas under Uttara,
Demra, Gulshan, and Lalbagh
police stations to develo
them into satellite towns. W!lg
no policy guidelines, the newly
created areas that have been
brought under Dhaka Cit
Corporation (DCC) as its satel-
lite towns are kept from build-
ing plan allocation to the utter
detriment of the settlers and
owners of the landed property
who like to build cost-effective

houses for low-income and
middle-income families. Even
the much needed wide roads
and avenues to meet the future
over-crowding situation are
not being bullt even now.
Rather the people are haphaz-
ardly constructing
houses/shelters, only to be
demolished soon by RAJUK
when they would rise to the
occasion in no other way than
what they pursue.

We have confidence that our
local engineers are capable
enough to build our city, i.e.
urban planning and develop
ment, better than foreign
engineers/planners because
the local engineers/planners
know better where the shoe
pinches. Curiously enough, the
DCC's satellite town areas that
are to be brought under devel-
opment fold are neither rural
nor urban by consideration.
The worst sufferers are the
mle who have purchased

ed property there consid-
ering these areas (o be under
DOC

In these perspectives, full
privatisation of housing devel-
opment and urban planning
through competitions among
several local based housing
firms, consultants and devel-
opment organisations {s ur-
gently needed for rapid and
quick development of housing,
road and other infrastructures.
But a policy guideline and reg-
ulating laws need be formu-

lated through participation by
the people’'s organisations and
rank and file of low and middle
income groups. This is of
paramount importance right
now. The Dhaka city, a mis-
nomer of capital metropolis,
should be planned and l-
oped vis-a-vis projection that it
is going to be the 7th largest
(populous) city in the world by
the turn of 2000 A. D. when
Health for All' is supposed to
be ensured to maintain also an
ecological balance and envi-
ronmental protection. .
We urge upon the m-
ment that appropriate ﬁ be
enacted for urban planning and
development with a sound pol-
icy guideline but with a com-
petitive and qualitative action
plan facilitating people's par-
ticipation and welfare. -

Vox populi

Schools

Sir, "To perpetuate a sound
mind in a sound " is con-
sidered to be the main pur-
pose of education. But in true
practice, this purpose (s
merely served by the educa-
tional institutions in our coun-
try. Now education has become
a commercial enterprise. The
main purpose of enrolling one-
self in an educational institu-
tion is to obtain a certificate
with a view to become a mem-
ber of the privileged group.
How much knowledge a stu-
dent gathers |s not so impor-
tant.

" Like, say garment industry,
school business has also be-
come & ly profitable indus-
try. We have only a limited
number of Cadet Colleges in
the country but the number
of pre-cadet private schools
are numerous. Schools are be-

ing established in almost every
locality especially in the city of
Dhaka. This is good, but what
these schools are doing, tm-
parting education or eamning
money?

Parents from the poor and
middle sections of the society
are the worst sufferers.
can afford to admit their B
neither to a private school nor
even to a school. Only
parents who are financially ca-
pable of arranging private
coaching for their children by
the teacher(s) of those schools
where they filed applications
for admission, can do.

Private schools are actually
creating a special class in the
society. There {s ng control
over standard of education.
In my opinion, at this stage,
the government should na-
tionalise all the private
schools and colleges and bring
the entire education system
under {ts control. There
should be common 8, tu-
ition fees and facilities for all
educational institutions of the
country. For meeting up the
huge expenditure, special le-
vies rrz be imposed on the
well-to sections of our soci-
ety. Donor agencies may be ap-

roached for collecting extra
unds for the nationalisation of
our education system.

M. Zahidul Haque
Assistant Professor,
Bangladesh Agricultural
College, Dhaka.

Helps all the way

Sir, is fortunate
enough tn.gt foreign aids so
much so often. The developed
nations *and international
donors have been he LDC
Bangladesh with cash-and-
kinds in terms of development

tory after more than 400 years
ol colontal Influence.

The economy ook a beating
in 1991, butl it managed to
weather the storm. The gross
national product [GNP) hove-
red from minus point two per
cent (-0.2%) to a high of one
per cent (1%), a decline of
some two per cent all year.

But there were plus points,
too. The fiscal rs were
credited with having won their
biggest baltle, which was (o
averi a runaway inflation. From
somewhere above 20 per cent
at the beginning of the year,
the inflation rale decelerated
to around 12 per cent by
ycarend, and a further drop to
around B per cenl was forecast
for 1992.

Foreign exchange reserves
stood at around US$4.5 billion
and the peso wound up stron-
ger at P 26.65 from more than
P 30 to the dollar in January of
1981. Interest rales were
stabilised at from 20 to 25 per
cent.

The IMF review team. not--

ing the successful measures
against inflation and the im-
provement of the trade balance
during the year, praised the
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Bazaar of Death Booms Again in the Middle East

by Daya Kishan Thussu

whhp&liﬂﬂ
they preach.
1991 President

Iin May

ﬂm? Bush said that US
would stop conventional arms
transiers to the region, at the
same time as Defence Secre-
tary Dick Cheney announced
that lsrae]l will get 10 extra F-
15 fighters as part of a big
defence package. Two months
ater the announced
it would sell $3656 million
worth of highly sophisticated
conventional weaponry to
Saudi Arabia, including laser-
guided bombs and air-to-air
missiles

in October 1991 the five
permanen! members of the
United Nations Security
Council agreed on -
for arms sales to ch
East and exchange of informa-
tion atmed at regulating arms
exporis to the region.

Critics say that the US f»
using the arms proliferation
issue 0 wipe oul competitive
arms producers in smaller
countries. They accuse the UN
Security Council permanent
members — who account for
over BO per cent of the total
world arms trade — of trying to
establish an arms cartel as part
of the new world order, dictat-
ing who will buy what and from
whom

Lasting peace will elude the
Middle East until the UN
imposes stirict international
controls on the arms trade.
The Middle East, an area of
acute tension, is the most
heavily armed region of the
Third World. Since 1948 it has
seen [lve wars between Israel
and the Arab nations and two
major Cull wars,

If the merchants of death
are not halted before too long
the region will again be the
scene of destruction.

DAYA KISFIAN THUSSU, an
Indian researcher and
ist, Is Associate
Gemini News Service.

itor of

government's [iscal perfor- -
mance for its “pragmatism
and flexibflity .~

As for 1992, the stabilisa-
tion programme Is expected lo
succeed provided Congress
cooperales by passing a set of
tax reform measures intended
to reduce Lhe budget deficit

The outloock for 1992 s
much brighter. A big boost In
the economy Is expecied from
an upsurge of consumer
spending as a result ! the
pumping of billlons of pesos
into Lthe market by the candi-
dates in the coming national
clections. '

The electoral contests have
become ltveller as a resull of
the recent decision of the
former first lady, Imelda
Romualdez Marcos, to seck
nomination as candidate of the

opposition party for the presi-
de 4
Mrs Marcos said she s run-

[ace of some fo civil and
criminal charges against
her for alleged graft and
corruption, violation of the
Central Bank's foreign ex-
change regulations and income
lax evasion.

Under Philippine laws, Mrs
Marcos may seck any clective
office as long as she had not
been convicted of crime.
The adjudication of cases
against her is expected to last
for at least g year.

— Depthnews Asia

projects and humanitarian ser-
vices like Norway's assistances
in health and family planning.
rural development, inland
water, education, and environ-
ment sectors,

A Norwegian parliamentary
delegation that visited
Ban esh recently empha-
s "Norway will play an
active role in the economic
development of Bangladesh” in
addition to annual substantial
bilateral assistante Bangladesh
receives from her. |

An overview of the mun:&'n
foreign aid scenario
sus ns as well as
such as : Are the projects be-
ing implemented appropriate?
Is the potency of projects
designed to uplift national
t;:cing u:nrth the cost? How
o is Er.ogreu of devel-
opment works being moni-
tored? Why are the luxurious
projects not trimmed when

national capability limits
desired target? Are local
resources utilized opti-

mally? How well are the
foreign trained native experts
inputting their expertises? Is
the government able to
develop the national without
fore personnel? How long
will foreign agencies be aiding
an LDC Hke Bangladesh? Is
Bangladesh prepared to face
up to the discontinuation of
foreign aids? Why does
Ba sh not develop do-
mestic alternatives to offset
dependence on external
“mml? What must be the

for foreign aids Bangl-
adesh accepts for her ::;.
development at the cost of
national dignity? Has any
investigation into the alleged
misdeeds over the aids been
undertaken at all?

M Rahman
Zlla School Road, Mymensingh

Definition of
minimum

Str, PDB, while announcing
Electricity Tarifl. provided
that domestic consumers who
consume lesser units of energy
will have to pay a minimum i.e.
those consumers who will
consume electricity less than
60 units will have to pay the
minimum charge of Tk 100/-.
For {Instance, a person
consuming 50 units in a
month will have to pay Tk
100/- although the total

that would have been
payable by him comes to —
Unit Charge of 50 Units @ Tk
1.65 Tk 82.50, Service Charge
Tk 3.00. Govt Tax per unit @
.16 Tk 7.50 = Total Tk 93.00.

In this case a domestic con-
sumer has to pay extra Tk 6/-
to cover the minimum.

But in fact a consumer con-
suming 50 units {s actually be-
ing by the PDB — Unit
Charge Minimum Tk 100/-,
Service Charge Tk 6/-. Govt
Duty Tk 7.80 = Total Tk
112.50

point is that when min-
imum of Tk 100/- has been
fixed which is very much a co-
ercion in cases since a person
not consuming electricity be-
yond 60 Units has to pay more

~ than what s normally due from

him. such consumer fis
being charged over the mini-
mum?

In fact the term mintmum
is apparently clear and over
the minimum there cannot be
any other charge added to
burden the already burdened
shoulder.

K E H Ibre Reaz
Mirpur, Dhaka.



