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10 officers executed

TOKYO, Feb 6: More than
10 officers, including three

Commis-
which had been
his father. Sankei
Western intelligence
rces who had travelled to
Korea-China border
recently. The paper quoted the
SOUTCes as that the in-
formation was ined from
Chinese officials well versed in
North Korea.

The paper did
exact date when
executions ok place.

It also quo the Western
sources as saying that those
who were executed had been
trying to replace Kim Jong-11
with one of brothers.

-The information could not
be independently confirmed as
Communist North Korea is vir-
tually closed off to the outside.

“Chnrmlunl officials and in-
te

told AFP they had no tnforma-
thon.

Kim Jong 11, labeled as
'‘the dear leader in North
Korean propaganda. has iong
been as a successor
to his father.” the great leader.
The elder Kim is expected to
pass the reins to his son this

4177 projects

in -pleménted

Star Report

The government Imple-
mented 4,177 projects aided
by different donor countries

and agencies in last eight years

end fiscal 1989-90, a min-
s source said.
According to the source.

the projects involved Taka
33.609 crore.

A chart of the Finance
Ministry showed that 697 such
projects were implemented in
fiscal year 1989-90. This was
followed by 505 projects in
1981-82, 501 in 1988-89. 451

Writ challenging
VAT Act
rejected

A High Count Division bench
of the Supreme Court
Wednesday rejected the writ
petittion challenging the pro-
visions of Value Added Tax Act
1991, reports BSS.

The bench comprised
Justice Fazle Hussain
Mohammad Habibur Rahman
and Justice K. M. Hasan,

5.“]:{ Ghosh, proprietor,
Rasik Lal Sweets, had filed the
writ petition challenging an
orde: imposing fine of Taka
25.000 under section 37(1)
under the provisions of Value
Added Tax Act. -

Fazlul Karim, senior
Advocate appeared on behalf of
the petitioner. Deputy Attorney

General A Y. Salehuzzaman ap-
peared for the state.

Accept demands of
bank employees,
says Hasina

Awami League President
and Opposition leader Sheikh
Hasina Thursday asked the
government to accept the de-
mands of bank employees
through discussion, reports
UNB.

The nationalised bank em-
ployees have been demanding,
among other things. incentive
bonus of 1990 and fringe
benefit.

Hasina, in a statement. re-
called the contribution of the
bank employees to the anti-au-
tocracy movement and said the
governmen! should concede to
their just demands without
taking recourse to repression.

The Bangabandhu govern-
ment introduced the incentive
bonus for the bank employees
who had been enjoying it unul
1989, she said and alle that
despite making profit gov-
ernment was conspiring to
push them towards movement.

Recalling the BNP govern-
ment's action in 1979 leading
to termination of thousands of
bank employees, Hasina said
bank officials and employees
were deprived of bonus when
loan interests of crores of Taka
were being exempted.

The opposition leader
warned that the government
will be responsible for any sit-
uation arising from non-accep-
tance of the demands of the
bank employees.

Flag meeting
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cussion to resolve the scat-
tered incidents along the bor-
der of the two countrics, the

The last meeting between

the border guard commanders
of the two countries was held
in November last.

26 shops gutted
in Comilla
COMILLA, Feb 6: At least 26
shops were gutted and goods
and property worth Taka 70
lakh destroyed in a devastating

fire which broke out in the lo-
cal Rajgan| Bazar early this

moming. reports BSS.

in 1987-88. 442 in 1984-85,
430 in 1983-84, 413 In 1982-

83, 410 in 1985-86. and 328

in 1986-87.

The donor countries and
agencies that aided the pro-
jects included Australia,
Belgium, Canada. Denmark,
West Germany. France,
Finland, Italy, Japan, the
Netherlands. New Zealand,
Norway, Sweden, Switzerland,
the United Kingdom. the
United States, Iran, Iraq,
Kuwait, Libya, Saudi Arabia, the
United Arab Emirates, China,
Bulgaria. Hungary. Poland,
Romania, Russia, India,
Pakistan, the Ford Foundation,

International Development
Agency, Islamic Development
Bank. IFAD, IFC, OPEC,

UNICEF, UNDP, and the Asian
Development Bank etc.

Bangladesh recetved foreign

loans amounting to Taka 1,684 |

crore between April 1| and
December 31 of 1991, another
sources in the ministry said.

Oath of secrecy :
LLaw Minister
makes statement
Feb 9

Law Minister Mirza Golam
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‘Germany to encourage democracy’
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German governmcent to-
wards the development of the
Third World and the strength-
ening of bilateral ties with the
developing nations. He said it
was for the first time ever that
a senfor German official had
gone to Bhutan, under
the importance a .unifi
Germany attaches to its role as
a responsible power in the
bal scenario, es-

ng the sweeping

| changes in Europe.

I

Hafiz Thursday told the Jatiya |

Sangsad that he would make a
statement on February 9 on
the matter of oath of secrecy of
the Chief Justice, reports BSS.

He was speaking on a point
of order raised by Awami
League member Sudhangshu
Shekhar Halder to a remark
made by the Law Minister
Wednesday that recommenda-
tions of the Chiel Justice
should not have been made
public as he was bound by cath.

Halder said the Constitution
does not require the Chief
Justice to take oath of secrecy.

The Law Minister said he
would need time to go through
the proceedings and consuli
the Constitution closely before
giving his clarification of the
maller.

The Speaker allowed the
minister the time he sought
for and asked the Sangsad
Secretariat to give both the
Law Minister and Halder a
copy each of the relevant por-
tion of the Sangsad pruceed-
ings of February 5.

PM: Officials
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Begum Zia said her gov-
ernment’'s main objectives are
to remove all irregularities
created during the nine years
of autocratic rule and put the
country on the right track.

She called for reducing the
country's dependence on for-
eign aid to make the country
seif-reliant through increased

- production and proper imple-

mentation of the development
programmes.

The Prime Minister also
called for participation of the
people from all walks of life in
various development projects.

Referring to the develop-
ment in the northern region of
the country, Begum Zia said
the BNP government will go
for rapid industrialisation for
overall socio-economic devel-
opment in the north,

In this context. the Prime
Minister reiterated that the
construction of the Jamuna
Bridge will begin soon.

Begum Zia underscored the
need for making the on-going
canal digging programme a
success for Increasing food
production in the country.

She also suggested tree
plantation on both sides of
canals to stop environmental
degradation and for develop-
ment of pisciculture in the ex-
cavated canal. Water in the
canals will act as reservoirs
during the dry season.

economic priorities and

Turning to his talks with

Bangladesh leaders including
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda

- Zia, Speaker Sheikh Razzak

Ali, Leader of the Opposition
Sheitkh Hasina and Foreign
Minister ASM Mostafizur
Rahman, Schafer said the dis-
cussions summed up the long-
standing relations and covered
a wide range of subjects in-
cluding the democratization
process in Bangladesh, iis

cies of the government. c¢le.

The sharing of Ganges walcrs
with India and the Myanmar

refugee problerh also came up.
he said.
He said he had also dis-

' cussed the present political
. events in Europe and their

ible eflects on countries

' like Bangladesh. Another im-

|
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portant issue was disarmament
which, he said. was of interest
for a country like Bangladesh
since every penny (read
Deutsche Mark) saved [rom
the arms race could be better
shared in the development
endeavours of the poorer na-
tions.
With reference to the
sh economy. Schafer
said although 1t is difficult for a
democratic government to
overcome all the temporary
problems facing the country's
economy yet the government
must show both the political

poli-

will and the courage to takc
decisions. He said the trend
towards privatization had sull
some way (o go.

Recalling the experience of
nationalisationr in the former
East Germany. Schafer said
there should as little gov-
ernment interference as pos-
sible to encourage private ini-
tative. Of course, he said, the
government should lay down
some basic guidelines and also
ensure that privatization is a
socially founded process. re-
flecting the social responsibili-
ties of the private sector.
Reaffirming his own faith in
private enterprise. he said "It
often starts with problems but

s ends in success.”

German Deputy Foreign
Minister also stressed the
need for Bangladesh — as al-
most every other developing
country—to arrest the popula-
tion boom without which he
felt there would catastrophic
consequences for the entire

world.
Turmning to Germany's eco-
nomic relations with

Bangladesh, Schaler said con-
trary to fears that unification
and fresh commitments in
Eastern Europe would lead to a
decrease in the quantum of aid
flow to the developing nations,
German aid., especially to
Bangladesh, had in fact in-
creased by almost ten percent
to 141.5 milllon DM. Out of
this 104 milllon DM 1is ear-

. marked for financial coopera-

tion, 15 milllon in technical
cooperation, 7.5 milllon into
food aid and five million into
humanitarian aid. Another 10
million is channelled through
the NGOs.

He said he would like to
take the opportunity to
"undcrline again that our de-
velopment ald is not and will

nol scrve as a quarry for other
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and Mustafa Nurul Islam, re-
signed in protest against its
reactio role.”

The Pakistan Observer on
the other hand, despite by be-
ing owned by former Muslim
League minister Hamidul Hugq
Chowdhury, took up an In-
creasingly anti-government

and pro-Bengall language
made the

stance. This stance
Observer a particular target for
the ruling circles.

The government got its
chance on February 12, when
the paper ran an editorial ti-

tled "Crypto Fascism®, f{n

. which Prime Minister Khwaja

Nazimuddin was com to
Osman bin al-Affan, Islam's
third Caliph.

“The third Caliph of Islam

. was a highly religious and ex-

tremely decent person. But he
was guilty of favouritism and

nepotism. He had given a greal
deal of rope to such relatidns
who did not dcserve any con-
sideration at all", the Observer
wrote Feb 12, according to
Badruddin Umar's three-vol-
ume "East Bengal's Language
Movement.”

The editorial went on to
say, "Khwaja Nazimuddin is
undeniably a religious man,
and it is our hope and prayer
that he will not prove himself
to- be a second Osman bin al-
Affan”.

Whatever point the
Observer might have been try-
ing to make, it was all lost in a
gushing forth of fundamentalist
sentiment, led by Maulana
Akram Khan, owner of the

| daily Azad, which was largest

selling newspaper i East
Bengal at the time.

“if the government does
not do anything about this,
then the Muslims themselves

politics, that means that funds
that have been des for
nid will not be used for other
purposcs.” -

He said the German guv:
ernment's cooperation with

h 1s focussed mainly
on family planning, flood pro-
tection, rural development,
especially the uplift of women.
and energy. However, he men-
toned some “bureaucratic ob-
stacles” stood in the way of aid
utilization.

Citing the example of
German reconstruction after
the two World Wars Schafer
said this was achieved only
through the resilience and
determination of the German

people and r
MP proper planning by

Realfirming Germany’'s
commitment to peaceful reso-
lution of all outstanding dis-
putes among nations, the
German Minister said "We be-
lieve a consequent foreign
policy must be aimed at resolv-
ing long-standing regional dis-
putes through negotiations and
without resort to force.”

Lauding the concept of the
SAARC as a vehicle for regional
cooperation he said Germany
hopes it develops along the
lines of the European
Community.

Answering a question,
Schafer said his country was

political asylum to aliens who
suffered persecution in their

homes.
But: he added. many cases

|
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Tk 122 cr needed
to meet teachers
demand, JS told

Deputy Leader in
Parllament Dr Badruddoza
Chowdhury Thursday night
u the Opposition to ask it-
sell i people can now pay Tk
122 ecrore In additional taxes
required to meet the demand
of striking teachers, reports
UNB.

"There is no scope of being
emotional or sentimental”, Dr
Chowdhury told the ition
members who wanted teachers
demand be accepled to bring
them to classes before the de-
gree examinations begin
February 10.

About 2,560,000 teachers of
private schools, colleges and
madrashas are on strike since
January I8 to press home
their demands.

It must be considered if the
puor economy can aflford o pay
additional benefits to the
teac hers just now. It should
also be considcred if the peo-
ple can pay additional taxes

' under the prevailing situation.

the Deputy Leader of the
House told the Opposition
members.

He said Opposition has also
a responsibility and its action
should be directed towards
overall good to the people and

. not to achieve narrow party or

constitutionally obliged to give | individion kven!.

of aliens in Germany were '

fraught with inaccuracies and
his government was dealing
with each and every case on its
merit.

German Ambassador in
Bangladesh Dr Karl-Heinz
Schotyssek was present at the
press conference.

Countdown to Shaheed Day

will take the necessary action”,
Akram Khan said in a flery
press statement. as if the
Observer and its stall had
nothing to do with Islam’ or
Muslims, and he was the
spokesman of all Muslims in
country. :

Muslim League elements
such as Shah Azizur Rahman,
Ragib Ahsan, Saheb Alam etc
lost no time in attacking the
Observer as "anti-Osman” and
“anti-lslam”.

On the night of February 13,
1962, the East Bengal gov-
ernment imposed a ban on the
paper under the East Bengal
Public Safety Ordinance of
1851, Hamidul Hugqg
Chowdhury and editor Abdus
Salam were arrested, but later
released on balil.

Interestingly, the govern-
ment did not ban the paper
only because of its Feb 12 edi-
torial. The government said
that it had "prool” that the
Observer had been carrying out
“treacherous activities for the
past two years”, and it also had
“proof” that those involved in

publication of the paper
"owed their allegiance o a
foreign r.

On same day. the gov-
ernment closed down the Al-
Helal Press from where the
Observer used to be printed.

Today's programme

The 21-day traditional
"Grantha Mela" (book fair) of
the Bangla Academy to com-
memorate the martyrs of the

hlnhﬂtﬁnﬁ:ﬁyrw:mnt

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia will inaugurate the
fair as chief guest in the
academy premises at 4-30 pm
while State Minister [or
Culture Profl, Jahanara Begum

will attend as special giest.
The inaugural function, to
bc presided over by Bangla
Academy Director General Prof
M Harunur Rashid. will also be
addressed by the Secrctary
General of the Bangladesh
Publishers-Distributors’
Association Md Abu Taher and
Member Secretary of the Fair
Organising Committee Muha-
mmad Nurul Huda.
" The book [air will remain
open for public everyday from
3 pm to 8 pm. 1t will begin at
11 am and continue till 8 pm

on Fridays..

'No deal yet
between govt
and transport

workers

By Staff Correspondent

Negotiations between the
government and representa-
tives of the road transport as-
sociation on Thursday falled to
arrive at a compromise solu-
tion to avert the nation-wide
transport strike beginning to-
morrow (Saturday).

According to the National
Road Transport Association of-
ficlals, the meeting held at the
residence of Communications
Minister Oli Ahmed [ailed to
reach a compromise on the
demand to reduce prices of
petroleum. The meeting was
adjourned till 4 pm today
(Friday).

The assoclation had earlier
announced a nation-wide con-
tinuous transport strike start-
ing tomorrow lo press home
their 19-point charter of de-

mands including reduction of |

the price of

gevt;:rnlcum to the
pre-Gulfl War

Is.

-
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Later. the House rejected by

| voice vole a resolution secking

to have one primary school in
each village of the country.
Winding up the brief dis-
cussion on the resolution,
Education Minister said there
are about 684 thousand educa-
tional institutions including
Ektadia Madrashas for provid-

ing primary education.

Gallery
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supplementaries. The embar-
rasscd State Minister again
expressed his inability in an-
swering questions and re-
quested the Deputy Speaker to
transfer the questions on
Finance Ministry to some
other day.

is apparently infuriated
Awami League Member Sheikh
Selim who commented that
shifting ol questions by a min-
istry concerned amounts to ig-
noring the authority of the
House. He pointed out that one
question could be shifted once,

| Mr Selim had reasons to be

angry as it was yesterday when
his question on the BCCI bank
was shifted again.

The Deputy Speaker was
also finding it difficult about
what to do. Earller when he
had agreed to shift the ques-
tions, one of the members

' raised a point by saying that

. what had already been said in

the House could be considercd |

a par! of some other day's pro-
ceeding.
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Kashmiris firm to cross
ceasefire line

1992

ISLAMABAD. Feb 6: The leader of a militant Kasheir
group said today that thousands of Kashmiris were deter-

to cross the cecasefire line dividing India and Pakistan
the threat of armed confict. Amanullah Khan chief of

the Jammu and Kashmir Liberation Fronmt (JKLF), said

|
a
&
:
|
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Miyazawamen

must testify,

TOKYO, Feb 6: {
iy oppsaiom preonid on it & Sops o o S o
back demands that of Prime Minister Kiichi
Miyazawa testify on pm funding scandals. the

SAN JUAN(Puerto Rico), Feb 6: Some 70 people were re-

ported

today after two boats carrying dozens of peo-
ﬁ from the Dominican republic to Puerto Rico

in

scas, the US coast guard reported. Twelve of the some
B0 people aboard the vessels reached shore safely afier the
two boats sank at about 6 am (1000 GMT) about eight kilome-

ters [five

miles) off of Punta Cana. on the Dominican ™

Republic's cast coast. the coast guard said. reports AFP.

Rohingya issue
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ishing the Innoecent civillans.
Though 1t is difficult to verify
the alicgations of the refugees,
the fact that are leaving
their homes fertile rice
ficids indicate how bad things
are inside Arakan, home to
three million people.

The military rulers iIn
Myanmar have carned an (il
name worldwide for crushing
the t:demr-cy movement
and ping the country's best
known political leader Aung

| San Suu Kyl under house ar
. rest.

The Rohingyas who have
opted for a hard life in the
rugged region in southern

Bangladesh deserve sympathy.
But they also are not as inno-

' cent as they claim.

A section of the Rohingyas
is involved In {insurgency
spcarheaded mainly by the
Rohingya Solidarity
Organization (RSO} and Arakan
Rohingya Islamic Front (ARIF).

in recent press interyiews
RSO President Dr Mohammad
Yunus claimed that they were

, running at least 12 guerilla
' training camps in the jungles

Arakan

The absence of the Finance |

. Minister and the request of
| the State Minister seemingly

made him jittery. To cool
down the angry member, he
gave a ruling by saying that 'all
questions on the Finance
Ministry will be raised on a day
to be decided later.’ But the

| Deputy Speaker added '| will

sce so0 that the Finance
Minister is here to answer
your questions.

The Deputy Speaker's rul-
ing did not satisfy the Jamaat
MP Moulana Sobhan. He
wanted to know why the office
(meaning officials concerned)
of the State Minister was ab-
sent. He further added 'this is
the way the government ser-
vants are affecting our activi-
ties.”

The comment made the
Deputy Speaker happy and he
said it was an appropriate
comment.

in Arakan and along its border
with Bangladesh.

According to him the

guerillas are preparing to step
up their operation inside

¢ also claimed that the in-
surgcenis use arms grabbed
from Burmese soldigrs.
Besides. they buy from South
East Astan markets.

The RSO is silent about the
sources of money that bought
the arms from open markets.

But sources close to these
guerilla groups say. they get
money from the Rohingyas
scattered in Saudi Arabia.
Pakistan, U A E, Kuwait and
Malaysia. Another source of
money is humanitarian dona-
tions they get from wvarious
Islamic groups and countries,
especidlly Saudi Arabia usually
given to Muslims [rom
Distressed Zones.

An estimated 1.5 million
Rohingyas who fled their
homes over the years are said
to be lving in Saudi Arabia,
Pakistan, Dubail. Kuwalit,
Malaysia and Bangladesh.

The sources said many
Rohingyas have been able to
convince Saudi Arablan author-

ities to consider them as.

Muslims from a Distressed
Zone and thereby get the hu-
manitarian assistance.

The Rohingya insurgents
call themselves Mujahideens, a

term used by Alghan guerillas.
According to the sources the

Rohingya rebels have been able

to make contacts with Afghan

Mujahideens.

The sources said * the
Hikmatullah group of Afghan
Mujiahideens have trained a

4 killed, 25 hurt
in Khulna

bus collision

From Our Staff
Correspondent

KHULNA, Feb 6 : AL leas!
four people were killed and 25
injured when two mini-buses
collided near Noapara hat un-
der Fakirhat upazi
Mongla highway this morning

The victims were
Nazrul(32), and Adel (30). two
drivers and two passengers,
one of whom was identified as
Wahab Hawladar{40). a teacher
of Mongla High School. -

Witnesses said, the accident

| occurred when the Bagerhal

bound bus tried to save a
woman on the highway at about
10:30 am.

Of the injured. 14 were
admitted to 260-bed hospital,
Khulna, 2 at Bagerhat hospital
and B at Khulna Sadar hospital.

la on Khulna-

number of Rohingya guerillas
in Afghanistan.

Bangladesh government ap-
preciates the plight of the
Rohingya refugees and sin-
cerely wants thetr honourable
repatriation. Dhaka also scems
to have accepted Myanmar's
contention that the troop de-
ployment is not against
Hangladesh.

But the insurgency factor
has made the situation com-
plex for Bangladesh. Myanmar

suspecis that some of the
rebels arc inside Bangladesh. [t
has already asked Dhaka to
look mnto this

Bangladesh. insisting that it
has nothing to do with the
rebels. has promised Myanmar
it will not allow its territory w0
be used by Insurgents, which Is
consistent with Bangladesh's
foreign policy

Myanmar's decployment of
troops and its attack on a
Bangladesh border outpost
indicate it still does nol be-
lleve what Dhaka says aboul in-
surgents.

Last Mondays parliamentary
debate on the situation brought
w ligh! eertain new allegations
from some opposition mem-
bers '

While Sheikh Hasina simply
demunded a clear statement
from the Foreign Minister f
any foreign country or Rabita
has set up any Uraining camp in
Chittagong Hill Tracts, her
party member Tofael Ahmed
was more specific in accusing
Rabita Al Alam Islami of arming
Rohingyas and training them.

Foreign Minister Mostafizur
Rahman refuted the allegatons
saying Rabita is not at all in-
volved nor is there any rebel
training camp.

Still. some political as well
as olficial sources think that
certain local and foreign
vested interest groups are try-

. ing to exploit the Rohingya sit-
uation. '

The {ssue has reached a
point of confusion and suspi-
cion. Thus the suggestion that
an all-parliamentary delegation
be sent to the area to assess
the situation deserves serious
thoneln

Black money
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source of the money was not

questioned.

Both the members of the
chambers and the governmenf
representatives held the same
opinion that income tax clear-
ance should be a criteria in en-
rolling members of different
chambers. They also agreed
that more businessmen should
be included as members of the
chambers which would en-
hance self discipline.

Federation President Akram
Hossain said the home prod-
ucts should bear the seal of
Bangladesh standard and test-
ing institution and the cham-
ber members should not sell
substandard products.

Telephone
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metre, MDF and cabinet were
under strict vigilanee by the
responsible care-takers so that
no unfair means could be
adopted from these places.
Besides. he added, metre
rooms were kept under lock
and key and closed eircuit
televisions had been set up
under the care of responsible
officials at these rooms. Steps
have also been taken to stop
attempts of establishing inter-
national trunk eall (ITC)
through soft wire at the
department, he said
Responding to a query. t
Minister said that two gov-
crnment projects undertaken
in the fiscal year 1990-9]
were now under materialisa-
tion. The projects involving
Taka 20.514.29 for digital ma-
crowave link between Dhaka-
Bogra-Myme nsingh and Dhaka-
Sylhet and digital radio link at
the upazilas and other places.



