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NOTES ON THE POETRY FESTIVAL; A MALAYSIAN SCHOLAR
ON FUNDAMENTALISM; AND AN UPROAR IN BRITAIN

HERE s something
heart-warming  about
old friends and conte-
mporaries taking up new

causcs, instead of being

in their own past. In

the , they recognise

the realities, with all

their hopes. aspirations and
even dangers.

ago. many of them

were apolitical. while some

were, we called. on the

side. who. just now,
should remain untdentified.
Du the sixties and seven-
uur.:’-y changed. quitely but

n&:ﬁﬂd giving our coun-
r hest, often In areas
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of them now show
signs ol age: some are living in
such crowded arecas as
Mohammadpur and Mirpur.
When they are obliged to ven-
ture out of their homes. their
choice lies between over-
loaded buses and unsafe rick-
shaws. If they are attending a
may be fetched
byh;_c-'nrlﬁ'luld might offer
A
So. | take my hat off to Poet
Shamsur Rahman — and others

perhaps a more complex one
to discuss in meaningful de-

what way, does it differ from a
more commonly-used term
y Some might say
"fundamentalism”

— some would

transpires from their pen is
nothing but self-eulogy.
Commentary on co
political events
personalities by peop
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he has not at-
tempted any hjde and seek:
and has come out with exposi-
tions. which at times, appear

to be highly courageous. may
be outrageous to many -

The narration of cvents in

the book has a fecling of Inti-
macy. Mr. Khan's father Alf
Amjad Khan and mother
Begum Anwara Khatun were
well-known figures in the po-
lttical arena of Dhaka and many
of their contempo politicos
used to come to their resi-
dence and many a political de-
velopments took their shape in
meetings and s there. So
Mr. Khan, me:hmi boyhood,
~had the privilege of knowing
these politicos very intimately.
Later on the author himself in-
dulged in politics and hence
his intimate relationship with
them continued. So whatever
he has to say in this book is
the outcome of his intimate
viewing of the political per-
sonalities from his situation
very near them.

The book of 250 pages
contains twenty-seven chap-
ters. which do not really follow
any chronological scheme.

in the first two chap-

ters with Retrospection angd
Transformation of the emer-
nce of the au-

r devotes two chapters to
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, three

ters to Suhrawardy (the
author spells the name as
Surwardy for reasons best
known to him). four chapters

in the constituuon
of a few Mualim countries, the
other phenomenon mdy only

provide for the of thinking
— often nﬂn:’m the be-
havioural — of an indi-

vidual or a social group. Does it
mean that one can be an or-
thodox person without being a
fundamentalist?

Here, |1 recall that own
grandfather who, a reli-
gious person, disapproved ol
photography and even ol

hone — decades later,
one of his granddaughters
married a son of the late great
singer Abbasuddin — and yet
he permitted his younges! son
te study under Poct
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Sufia Kamal
Rabindranath Tagore in the
highly cosmopolitan atmo-
sphere of Viswabharati. Where
did his orthodoxy begin and
end?

Again. where do we find the
counter of “Islamic fun-
damentalism™ in other reli-
gions., say. in Hinduism,
Christianity and Judaism? The
rise of fundamentalism in the
Jewish state of Israel is strong
and pronounced. But, then,
where does one place the con-
cept of "Ramrajya™ A mythe-
logical utopia or an aggregation
of some loosely-defined ideals
that a section of Hindus may
think worth fighting for?

Yet another: question re-

to Moulana Bhasani and three
to Ziaur Rahman. In his narra-
tion about these key s of
our politics he has to
events, which were little
known. and took every oppor-
tunity of judging their actions
and policies and spared no
pains in pronouncing his own
judgement and comment on
their mmllﬂu. convic-
tions, and failures and
very rarely on their success
and achievements. In the
course of discussion on the
above figures other personali-
ties, such as Ataur Rahman
Khan. Shah Aziz, Mashiur
Rahman. Professor (?) Muzaffar
Ahmad and many others natu-
rally came in. Chapter XIII,
Jinnah — Revisited, dwclls on
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the pcrsonality of Jinnah. his
non-communal stance and in-
tegrity of character. A few
chapters have been devoted to
the Hindu-Muslim relations in
this subcontinent s from
the forties to the present. The
language movement, in which
the author was an active
participant, features in two
chapters and many parts of his

narration have the tinge of
authonticity and are oftog

revealing.

In the last three chapters
the author dilates on the ques-
tion of lcadership. and ‘in this
context he has more than once
come back to Sheikh Mujtbur
Rahman, as also to Ziaur
Rahman and others. llis
lament that "Bangalees had
more politictans than they had
use of them .... they remained
perennially deprived of a
leader who would be willing to
take charge, command, and
not indulging in doing cheap
things to perpetuate political

wer” clearly expose his
rustrations, unfulfilled desire
and unrealised hopes. With
this mental make-up the au-
thor, in the last three chap-
ters, sound like making ser-
mons like “the leader must
succeed to distance himself
away from the sycophants ....
should be extra alert from the
clutches of these sycophants
who are really the head wheel-
ers of the leader; the leader
only being a man. falls flat 10
such debased deception” or
“Given the allowance of ad-

‘has distingu

stand In r t agn
damen m? One’ answer is.
secularism. But it is epen 1o
interpretations. The

us standards from public
" and an “ethical system di-
vorced [rom religious tradi
tions.” My own personal posi-
tdon is based on "liberal hu-
mamsm.”
BN
OW we wish we could
H ise a media round
table here on Islamic
fundamentalism and on its
impauct on predominantly
Muslim countries in Asia. with

An excellent writer in both
Enghish and Bhasa Malaysia, a
keen soctal reformer. 8 human
right activist and. by Maluaysian
standards, a dissident politi
clan who scrved a short prison
term under the country s in-
famous security act in 946, all
rolled into one, Dr Chandra —
as we all call him — has done
some Iincisive wriling on
Islamic fundamentalism, first
fjor a lecture tour in the United
States and then for a serics ol
artickes in the Kuala Lumpur
datly. the New Strails Tines.
On this subject. lew of us have
read anything more substantive
than the pieces by Chandra
Muzaffar

WORLD
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scholars and participants
drawn from within the region!
One Asian intellectual who
would head my list of resource
persons is Chandra Muzaffar of
Malaysia, whose somewhat un-
usual name matches his un-
common academic and profes-
sional background. With his
ethnic origin traced to Kerala
and his religion to a mixture of
Hinduism and Islam, Muzalfar
ished academic
credentials which include a
doctorate from Harvard. Now
in his early fifies — or
even younger — he is a long

tulleﬂngvlcmn of polio which
seriously affects his

move-
ments,

If | remember correctly. [
Muzaflar's study which largely
dealt with the Malaysian situa-
tion made an interesting — and
often overlooked — distinction
between the fundamentalist

y Parti Islam (PAS) which

gained a foothold in parts
of his country and young west-
ern-educated Malays who have
embraced lundamenialism as
part of their genuine rejection
of and alienation from present-
day materialistic socicty. While
this Malaysian scholar strongly
opposes Lhe fundamentalist
PAS and sces it as a threat to
his muliti-religious and multi-
cultural country, he treats the
young Malay "born-again’

Magazine

York, with hy and un-
derstanding. is is where
Chandra Muzallar's werk dif-
fers from V 8 Naipaul's highly
critical “An Islamic Journey”
which conlains a somewhat

them being a small seminar
organised by the Press

Foundation of Asia with funds
provided by an Arab newspaper -

group to explain Islam to a
of non-Muslim senior

group
,r:lurnd!-u, Like many of my
riends. | first regarded the

s

Shamsur Rahman
venture with serious
but later it proved
founded. All the resource per-
sons were well-educated
Muslim scholars. with
liberal background, whe
seemed conversant with both
islam and western_ philoso-
hies. Credit s to non-
uslim journalists, brought
from different Southeast Asian
countries, for asking frank. of-
ten almost blunt, ques on
subjects ranging frém
polygamy in modern soctety to
the place of non-Muslims in
the Islamic society. On their
part, resource persons dealt

-with these questions fairly and

often convincingly. at times

“to break any law which they
feit to be hostile to their inter-

esis”. to quote [rom The
Times.
The British is under-

not lost its cool nor its per-
Y tive. Its commitment to

ralism remains as as
its concern for the welfare of
its ethnic minorities. Inchuding
Muslims from South Asia One
comment in a recent fssue of
The Times. which is worth

alism, well-or-
Fallure to such provoca-

tion (by Siddiqul seriously
compounds racist sentiments
and i(nsults the Muslim popula-
tion with its dlml.!:umn.'

When it comes o

Britain, The Times is. more

ofien than not. right. This is

just one more case in poinl

tmlmcnt and flexibility. the
adership must pursue a firm

re-set . policy. deviation
rom which wo be a rare
exception rather than a rou-

tine-rule” or “Buc:hmh:licla:;nl;
ing to lead a peo a

as a leader” or "The charis-
matic stance is in di-
rect -long clash with the
job entrusted to the leader or
taken by the leader” or “Their
characters and personalities
are like an u ped terrain:
wild, u ndable and un-
predictable. They refuse to
rcad the writing on the wall
and grasp their meanings.
They live in the make-believe

world of pompesity. grandeur
and ignorance” or "The first

lesson our leadership musi

conversant. He was, in the lan-
guage ol the author, "a wizard
of human psychology”. With
Sheikh Mujib the author
claims to have developed a
"very easy. strong and broth-
erly relationship” and from
this intimate acquaintance he
has narrated many an episode
and happenings which arc in-
teresting as well as revealing
"Shcikh Mujib. despite his un-
preecdented popllarity, went
to unknown vacuity of history
in an attempt to transform
himself into a dictator. Had he
not attempted that. he conid
have been in r thro

votes and popular support for
iwenty years at the least.” One
may not agree with all the re-
marks and assessment of the
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learn and admit is that they
were not born rulers.” These
lessons speak of the author's
mind and realisations. and his
wish that "Let state-craft be an
institution — then no one has
to die like him (Mujib) and Zia
— nor anyone will feel to kill”
genuinely sums up the author's
intent and epitomises the tone
of the book under review.

Sheitkh Mujibur Rahman
features very prominently in
the book. Considering Sheikh
Mujib only "umbilically con-
nected with the whole episoclc
of liberation process” the uu-
thor dilates upon his siyle of
Hﬁlimtﬁ in which “"dynamism.

cxibility and adaptability’ he
"never lacked manifesting” and
"Politics came to him danc-
ingly. like phosphorescence,
as clearly and as dazzlingly.”
Starting the 1970 elections
with the slogan of ‘Joi Bangla’
with the aim of becoming the

Chiefl Minister of East Pakistan

when Mujib found. alter the
election results, that he was
confronted with a situation and
opportunity of becoming the
Prime Minister of the whole of
Pakistan. he thought it pru-
dent to redefine his patriotic
Jol Bangla’ slogan and came up
at the Suhrawardy Uddyan
post-election public meeting
with slogans of “Allabhu Akbar”
and ‘Jol Pakistan' along with
‘Jol Bangla'. This the author
cites as an example of the "art
of crisscross, zigzag. Nippery
witys of life and politics” with
which Sheikh Mujib was well

author. but they deserve to be
pondered upon.

In the context of the forma
tion of the BAKSIIAL. the char-
acter of another leader, Ataur
Rahman Khan, has been
brought under scrutiny. Almost
throughout his political career
Ataur Rahman Khan was en-
gaged in anti-Sheikh politics.
but when the question of join-
ing Mujib's BAKSHAL came up.
he literally dodged his fellow
partymen, including the au-
thor. and joined BAKSHAL.
The author exclaims. “he
threw us into political dustbin
like rotten and odorous
garbage” and this act of his
lecader appeared o him to be
devoid of any logic and ratio-
nale, Ataur Rahman Khan's am-

bivalence in politics was again -

demonstrated in his joining
hands with Ershad. After being
shot out by Ershad Ataur
Rahman Khan wrote his 'Nine
Months of Prime Ministership’
and the author's explanation
that he "Wrote the book not to
give his fellow countrymen
some wisdom from the vast
store of his life, but it was di-
rected against President
Ershad personally — with
venom, and that, he wouldn't
have writien the book, had he
not been shot out from the
post of Prime Ministership” is
very pertinent.

Three chapters have been
devoted to Hussain Shahid
Suhrawardy, whom the author
had the opportunity of sceing
very closely. That Suhrawardy

always considered his scll-in-
terest above the interest of the
pcople has been very clearly
laid bare, Needs determined
his actions in politics and he
was a greal bouncer’.
Another stalwart of
Bangladesh politics. Moulana
Bhasani, has been portrayed in
four chapters. Starting with
Bhasani — Sir Saadullah [of
Assam) allair down to Bhasani's
support for Zia regime. many
episodes have been narrated to
drive at a single point that the
Moulana was prone to change
his stance keeping pace with
the changing circumstances.
How did Moulana Bhasani
cluded Ataur Rahman Khan in
1973 in the formation of an
anti-Mujib Front and how d«l
Ataur Rahman Khan and
Mainul Hussain could win
Moulana's support for Zia — all
these make very interesting
reading. One may ponder about
the author's conclusion : ‘Like
most politicians. Bhasani was

highly Mexible. a kxmnd of
chameleon. resembling 4l tin
weather-cocks and changing
birds in the world and his
"quality of lubricated flexibility”
was “unburdencd by any brand

'‘Nothing in Malice, Nothing out of Cowardice'

in the same framework the
author has dealt with Zia
rcgime in three chapters.
"What was political science to
Aristotle. was a political art te
Zia” — showering such re-
marks on Zia the author deals
with Zia's astute ability in the
breaking-up of the political
parties and his handling of the

- youth of Bangladesh which. ac-

cording to his judgemcnt,
“curved a definite patiern of
total disregard to scruple and
responsibility” -

The author has his own
style of narration. never spar-
ing curt remarks about the
politicos of his choice. Some of
the remarks may appear dar-
ing and may be unpalatable to
different shades of opinfon. Bul
the intention of the author is
clearly laid down in the follow-
ing sentences : "Neither we
ourselves are creating any ex-
ample for them (thé¢ future
generation) to follow nor are
we leaving behind a written
history for our future gencra-
tion to tend to. It is high time
we thought to create a
causalive history. wrapped
with a covenant of character.

Dear Mita,

=y

Please read the Quran before you advise some of yowr read-
ers conceming marriage, divorce, re-marrying etc. You will
be surprised to find that your aduvice is biased and most sinful
As a woman yourself you seem to dislike men to a great
extent, or maybe you simply wish to explolt women for your
own goodself. After all life (s full of miseries and ups and

downs. Nevertheless,

can try
While there (s still the time — make good

to be more careful in future.
use of (t. For, life —

though it may seem to be too short. as we ltke to believe,
gives us plenty of time to mend our offences and misdeeds or
mistake

Bﬂl:ﬁ'lmkhynurnmrrwdu&mldyaurﬁmﬂy members.

Dear Mr Haque,

Mugbul Haque

Your letter could not be printed in full as it was too long.
Please give an eaample of when my answer was sinful and
against the Holy Quran. | really don't recollect havi.ag ever an-
swered in a way that would hurt anyone's religious

sentiments. If you make a strong allegation such as the one
you have made, then you should come up with solid evidence.

Dear Mita,

Being a working mother is
the
the
says this (s because of my
him?

that my husband expects
refuses to be patient when
when servants misbehave. e
clency. What can | do lo stop

Dear Rosy.

hectic
house o be run
are

enough., but on op of
perfectly. He
being naughty or

inefft

Rosy, Mirpur, Dhaka.

Yes, there are some very demanding husbands and wives
who have to adjust with themselves to keep the harmony in
the family. But your husband can be told very gently that you

are no "super.woman” and

you have to learn to live and cope

with the small frritants of life. Ask him his advice on how to
run the household better. He might give you some new tips.

politics in
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Reflections

Like The Stars In The Sky
The Prisoners Must Fly

Encrgy and matter are in-
terrelated; one takes the

other's form more often than

form themselves into matter
if we matter becomes
life. then Is sort
of ene To keep ourselves

any energy. energy turns
into matter. And when matter

false consolation of the father

increases its acceleration to less child. The stars will be-

the speed of light and its come a reality to the child and

square. It tums in to eneggy as he could belleve it firmly that

Einstein Esmc® “like the stags in the sky, the
When a father dies the prisoners must fly”".

Dream
Continued from Page 9

enhanced vividness. and a
greater profusion of REMa.

Nature and Beliefs

Eskimos of Hudson and
some other tribes be that
during sleep, one's “soul”
lcaves the body w0 live in a
special dream world. Walking
up was considered rous
for fear that his ‘soul’ would be
lost.

so that our children have no
cause 0 brand us as rencgades
and regard themselves born

oul of vacvum .... we oWt an
obligation to history — let us
begin one.”

The author has lovked
at the politicos with a search-
ing eye and appear o have
scen something which the
normal pair of eyes fafl 1o ob-
serve. The third eye has the
power of insight and hence
more powerful. When that vi-
sion has the advantage of the
light born out of knowled
;cnd wll-domm it can sec lar

Ccper. author's attempt
Is oﬁhualy at seeing in depth.
In Indian and tradi-
tion Lord Shiva had the power
to emit fire of wrath th
his third eye. by which he
could burn Madanadeva.
Whether the author has the in-
tention of burning the images
of his chosen ties, the
rc.aders have w § . But the
wie is not of malice, but of
[rustration, of unfulfilled ex
peclations and whatever ‘fire’
that has been vented out in the
pages of the book must have
becn the outcome of these in-
jured feelings.

The book is well produced.
but one would wish the

rinter's devil to have been .
at work. :

Dear Apis

bhwre s w tradition n
Borneo that f a man droums
that his wife is an adulieress,
her father must take her back.

There are many examples
where dream Is given a status
of reality.

Extension of the waking
state : A Cerman chemist

Friedrich Kekule could net

was develo by “Little
People™ in dream, and
specifically, the story of Dr.

Dreamers of this category
have reported that they
ut the same

Unique dreams : Just before
the Battle of Waterloo, Napo-
leon is said to have
dreamt a black cat running
from one to other.

Presidential Palace where he
saw one coffin and finally

asked a man about who licd —
The answer was “The
President’,

Dream titis
a part of psychotherapeutic
measures which hel to
explain the repressed or
unconscious motives in the
patient. When unconscious

motives, that activated in
.hp_ cannot Inupplﬂlﬂl-
they get manifested into
dreams.

From what | could understand from your letter, the
blem is that your wife interferes and makes comments
mmr you receive or write a letter. Maybe it is not the

content of the letter that she is

ting to but rather from

whom you receive or write the letter to. Actually the first few

i;can of marriage is often stormy
ttle things

but couples adjust to these

gradually. | wouldn't worry too much about it

children have grown up and have husband is busy
was Imiﬂ children I have
MMwmﬁrn you have any suggestions?




